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5 Tux E fiytirablc reception of our former 


Volume, and the recent communication 
of many valuable eſſays, have induced the 
Society to publiſh another, which they hope 


will not be leſs acceptable to the community. 


The plan of the Society, equally liberal 
and ſalutary in its object, has engaged the 


attention of a ſcientific world; a very con- 


ſiderable number of literary characters, both 


at home and abroad, having evinced their ap- 
probation, by requeſting to become members 
of it; and by offering to it the reſult of their 
experience. And here we Cannot but ac- 
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knowledge with pleaſure, the favours of our 


correſponding Members, who may reſt aſſured 


chat no medical communication eleapes the 
notice of the Society ; ; and that, as the third 


volume is now preparing for the preſs, the 


Eſſays adjudged Tor Publication, which could 
not be comprized i in the preceding, will be. 


1 in the ſubſequent, volumes, with as 
much diſpatch as the importance of ſuch 
Wer may admit. 


8 corieſponding 8 N po- 


liely requeſted to know, what ſubſcriptions 


are due to the Society upon their admiſſion, 
we chink it proper here to remark, that 
the diſtinction conferred by the Society, 


entails no expence on our correſpondents, 


Z being the reſult of the bigh ſenſe the Society 


entertain of their medical abilities. The So- 
ciety, however, having founded a Medical 
Library, donations to promote this object of 


their inſtitution, will be gratefully accepted. 


Beſides 


PREFACE. * 


Beſides the Fothergillian Medal, which is 


given to the Author of the beſt Eſſay, in an- 


ſwer to the Prize Queſtion: propoſed by the 
Society, two ſilver medals are annually ad- 
judged ; one to the Author of the beſt Eſſay, 


* 


read before the Society within the year, 


written by a Fellow“; the ſecond, for the beſt 
Eſſay, by any other perſon. 


Two ſilver Medals were preſented laſt 


year: 


One to Jos HA WALKER, M. D. Phyſi- 


cian to the General Infirmary at Leeds, and 


C. M. S. for his Memoir on the Atrophia 


LaQtantium, an endemial diſeaſe prevalent 


in and about Leeds, in Yorkſhire : 


Any Member who, reſides within ſeven miles of 
London, 
The 
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p: Phe other to Mr. Jonx SHE RW EN, of 
Enfield, Surgeon, and C. M. S. for his hiſtory 
of the Scirrho· contracted Rectum, and Me- 

moirs on the effects of Emetic Tartar, and 


of Arſenic, by abſorption. 


The firſt of theſe Eſſays is the fourth Ar- 
ticle ; and the three laſt form the ſecond, 
twenty-fourth, and twenty-fifth Articles of 
the preſent Volume, * 


The ſilver Medals of the preſent year were 
adjudged, one to THOMAS PrRCIvAL, M. D. 
of Mancheſter: his papers, containing Ex- 
« periments on the ſolvent powers of Cam-. 
% phor, and other Miſcellaneous Communi- 
% cations;” and © Medical Cautions and 
Remarks, particularly relative to Pulmo- 
„ nary diſorders ;” are the th and 26th Ar- 
ticles of this Volume. | 
| The 
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The other to Mr. HENRY FEARON, 
Surgeon. His Paper entitled, * Obſervations 
on Cancers, is the 38th Article of chis 
Volume. ö 


It may not be improper here to men- 
tion, that the Directors of the Humane So- 
ciety of London, having propoſed a gold 
and a filver Medal for the beſt original Eſ- 
ſays on ſuſpended Animation, came to the 
following Reſolution, on the gth of Joly 


1787. 


« That the Medical Society of London be 
« reſpeQfully requeſted to be the adjudica- 
tors of the firſt Prize Medals, for the beſt 
* original Eſſays on ſuſpended Animation, 
« which are to be adjudged the ſecond week 
„in March 1788; and that the Regiſter 
* tranſmit this unanimous Reſolution to the 


Medical Society, and report their anſwer - 
cc ta 


ll r R E T "AC. 
. to the next meeting er he 
ciety. 7 ** | 


Agreeably to this requeſt the deciſion was 


made, and the Medals publickly delivered to 


the ſucceſsful Candidates, in the Society's 
houſe, on the 26th day of March, 1788. 
In recording theſe tranſactiens of the Me- 
dical Society, we truſt every Member will 
feel himſelf more warmly intereſted in the 
ſupport and promotion of the great object 
of its inſtitution— THE ExTENSION OF 
Mpical SCIENCE, in which the honour 
of our profeſſion, and the happineſs of the 
community are inſeparably connected. 
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ARTICLE 1 


Of the HyDproemoBla, from a Greek manu- 


 ſeript, in the poſſeſſion of James Sus, M. D. 
| \ PRESIDENT of the MEDicaL SOCtETY of 


Loy DON, with a pro xe by ThE 


Nead January 21, 1788. 


He been ſo fortunate as to procure 
- 4 a large number of ancient Greek manu- 


ſcripts on medicine, many of which are hither- 


to unpubliſhed, I once entertained a deſign of 
laying before the Society an accurate account 
of the whole; their number and variety has 


however deterred me from the undertaking at 
preſent ; therefore I have ſelected a ſew pages 
of one of them, principally becauſe it contains 
ſeveral hints which may not be unworthy of 
adopting. I have long thought our mode of 
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_ MEMO1RS-of - the - 
treating the Hydrophobia wrong; beyond a 
doubt it is completely unſucceſsful. 

The Ormſkirk medicine, cinnabar and 
muſk, have all proved themſelves totally inef- 
ficacious ; opium in the largeſt quantities has 


alſo failed; nor can more be ſaid for bleedin g. 


or the uſe of —— 


We ad to follow the AireRions of Cel- 
ſus 1 in relation to the cold bath, yet entirely 


5 neglect the mode in which he did it, and alſo 


what, he directs immediately to ſucceed, it; 
that is, plunging the perſon into a bath of oil, 


to prevent, as he ſays, their being killed by the 
| ſpaſms. It is to be remarked. that in this coun- 


try it is the ſpaſms that ever kill the patient. 


The expence of a bath of oil has, I ſuppoſe, 


made his directions only tobe followed in part: 
Cælius likewiſe adviſes frictions with oil. 1 


have long reſolved, that ſhould I meet with a 


caſe of Hydrophobia, I would have the patient 
rubbed all over repeatedly with oil, and like- 
wiſe make him drink i it very copiouſly. There 
are many other things worth notice in the 
manuſcript, which is not leſs valuable, becauſe 


written with Hippoeratic conciſeneſs. 
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De Hyllrophobia. WE - w 


— Hnloohobim Carle, — 
Veteres quidem morbum iſtum ſi lentio præ- 
terierunt; originem vero ſumpſiſſe videtur 
ex duplici cauſa,” vel a rabidi canis morſu, 
quo ſpuma corpori immittitur, vel ab hu- 
moribus ejuſmodi in corpore ingeneratis un- 
de exoriri poſſit morbus. His de cauſis toto 
corpore cum {| piritu et gutture exareſcentihus, 
ſpaſmus neceſſe eſt ſubſequatur. Peroſi ſunt 
igitur aquæ ſtrepitum, propter ariditatem or- 
ganorum appetentium, quæ nimia ſiccitate 
difficilius moventur, fin autem moveantur, 
dolore afficiuntur. Idcircq a potu liquido- 
rum max ime abhorrent: fimili ratione homi- 
nes laborioſi ab ariditate quæ a laboribus ex- 
oritur difficulter moventur; quia in omni 


caſu propria ſanguinis humiditas Balli mo- 


tus cauſa eſt, al 


Hydrophobiæ Signa. 


Qui Hydrophobia afficiuntur omne liqui- 
dum pertimeſcunt, ita ut fi quis aquæ menti- 


onem faciat, repentino impetu ſubſiliunt, 


cum clamore, trepidatione, metu, algido ſu- 
dore, 
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dore, ſtridore dentium. Ingraveſeente autem 
morbo, omnia hze ſine ulla aquæ cogitatione 
patiuntur; tum ſi quis ore fiſtulæ ſonum i- 
mitetur hune averſantur ; et ſtrepitum aquæ 
pertimeſcunt omneſque repentini ſtrepitus 
graves fiunt. Verum enimvero tremor ille 
non perpetuus eſt, at ſecundum vim animi 
;maginatricem ſupervenit. Sub dio refrigeran- 
tur. Pulſum autem habent crebrum, et a mor · 
bo penitus comburuntur. Et ſi quis potum 
affert, avertunt oculos clamitantes. Ipſe au- 
tem ſpiritus flebilis eſt, puerorum inſtar na- 
tandi imperitorum, cum ad profundum jam 
jam lapſuri ſunt. Inſequitur autem rabies 
cum in pejus prolabuntur, vox debilis et la- 
tratio; illos injuria afficiunt qui prope adſtant, 
Sunt autem qui morbi ſævientis violentia 
ſpaſmis cruciati perierunt. | 


- Hydrophobiz Curatio. 1 


Hydrophobos reclinare facito in locis ubi 
puram et ſerenam habeant auram. Et potum 
adminiſtrare omni modo ſtudeto, præſertim 
in paroxyſmis. Iſte vero potus ex aqua melle 
miſta fiat. Quod fi hoe fieri non poteſt, mel 
coquatur, donec ſpiſſitate ceri ſimile ſit, dein 

(mminiſtri) 


% 
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(miniſtri) Rey vacua doliola-fingentes, et hre 
aqua implentes obturanteſque, dent ægris ad 


bibendum; hoc enim modo, ſitimque et aridi- 


tatem corporum mitagabunt perinde ac mulſi 


opera. Neque hoc modo irritantur tanquam 


adminiſtratione aquæ. Cataplaſmate autem 


ſtomachum et thoracem obducito ex algidis, 


vel palmæ fructu cum malis cydoniis, vel pe- 
pone, vel ramentis coloquintidæ, vel vitibus, 
vel viſco, vel portulaca, vel coriandro, vel ſo- 
lano, vel ſedo: ſingulis horum cum pane, 
vel farinæ glutine commixtis. Sæpius autem 
mutetur cataplaſma, idoneo tempore, vel pro 
dolentis conditione. At in ſpaſmis miniſtri 


teneant manibus = grotantem, et un gant lauro 


vel iride, vel amaraco, vel muſto cum caſto- 
reo, et ſimilibus. Requieſtente autem morbo 
veſcantur (Hydrophobi) ſorbitionibus et cibis 
aquoſis; quibus adjungatur ſorbitio e ptiſana 
colata, cum melle. Quicquid autemadmini- 
ſtratur idoneum ſit. Bibant autem mulſum. 


Theriaca quoque optima eſt. Et dentur anti- 
doti ex duobus piperibus per remiſſiones. 


Cum vero languent ægroti, hiſce remediis 
utimini, una cum oleo; vel i in potu, vel in 


balani forma; . balanus autem intromittatur 
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cy intimo, nam ſi propter quam · 
cunque cauſam vomitum ciere nolumus, ad 
catharſim eundum eſt. Ubi optimum eſt enema 
melleum vel e coloquintida. Ex his curatio po- 
tenda eſt vel menti adhibenda medicina. Aux- 
ilium tunc ægrotis affert virtute præditus ex 
hoſtra dea monile. Cum vero convaleſcere 
incipiat æger, afferantur cibi et potus, digeſtu 
faciles, et ſtomachicæ, et lenitivæ. Semperque 
eſcæ quæ ſorbitionis ſpeciem habent optimæ 
am ohio ef Vo ye; «A 
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Oh ervationt on the Seirrho-contrattel R- 


By Joux SHERWEN, of "ENFIELD, Sur- 
geon, and C. M. S. Communicated by J C. 
LETTSOM, M. D. Ke. 


E. 


Read July 16, 1787. ie 


"HE diſeaſe of which I am about tp 
treat is not peculiar to any ſex; but 
3 A believe, pretty generally confined to pa- 
aw in an RARER period of life. It 
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eeptible manner. Slow in its progreſs, but 
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comes on in the moſt gradual and imper- 


terrible in its conſequences, it yields not to 
medical aſſiſtance; but muſt under the beſt 


munagement become ultimately fatal. It 


admits however of palliation, and if early 
diſcovered, will alſo admit of the laſt mo- 
ments of the patient being reſcued from un- 
availing, miſtaken, and diſtreſſing attempts 
were. It is therefore an object worthy of 
the moſt ſerious attention of every humane 
practitioner. For though we cannot cure, 
it is our duty to ſmooth the bed of death, 
and under the moſt unhappy circumſtances 
of diſeaſe to prolong life as far as lies in 
Our Power. Oh ; | \ 
There is no diſeaſe to which the ba 
e is incident that is more liable to be 
miſunderſtood; diarrhea, dyſentery, teneſmus, 
cholic, painful diſtenſion of the abdomen, in- 
flammation in the bowels, and illiac paſſion, 
which are each of them formidable and often 
fatal difeaſes in themſelves, may be ſucceſſive 
ſymptoms only of the ſerrrhous rectum. Un- 
der ſome one of theſe appearances it is highly 


— 


* | preſumeable 


Medical Sis of London. Ou 


imeable; that many patients have died 
7 F r cauſe having ever been aſſign- 
ed or ſufpected. And even when it is ſuſpetted 
and becomes anobjełt of manual inveſtigation, 
ie may eafiby be miſtaken for an enlargement 
Jof the proſtrate gland, or u eee 
ech Gema tot ahoi ei bag u 
Ihe patient gradually experiences a * 
| aiby in evaeuating ſœces of athinconfiltence, 
There is a principle of accommodation in 
che human ſyſtem which enables him to go on 
bor a great length of time without applying 
for aid. As the paſſage becomes obſtructed,. 
the ſœces acquire a thinner conſiſtence, and 
the firſt complaint Which he makes is of a 
looſeneſs. He tries ſmall doſes of rhubarb, 
which perhaps exciting a conſiderable. diſ- 
charge; procure relief; but the cauſe re- 
maining, the ſymptoms again return. He 
now tries columbo roat, ſimarouba, ſmall doſes 
of ipecacuana, and a variety of medicines res 
commended for diarrhæa or dyſentery. Theſe 
have little effect, and he continues in other 
reſpects apparently in good health. His ap- 
petite is but little impaired, reiterated ſcanty 
evacuations, amounting in the whole to a ſuf> 
1000 ficient 
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ſerve a fort of balance in the inteſtinal canal; 


leſs permeahle, opiates and teſtaceous powders 
have perhaps been had recourſe to, and the 
frequent needing to ſtool abates. The pa- 
tient and his friends flatter themſelves that 
he is getting well. But he now gradually 
falls off in his appetite for food. © The ab- 
ſente of ſtools is for ſome time attributed to 
this cauſe; till che lower part of the abdomen 
by degrees acquires a remarkable promi- 
neney, attended with uncommon rumbling 
of wind in the belly like the gurgling of 
water in a bottle. Theſe two laſt circum- 
ſtances perhaps afford patognomonic ſymp: 
tors of this diſeaſe ; more eſpecially when 
accompanied with frequent but ſcanty diſ- 
charges of thin; dark coloured, ſlimy feces; 
often not more than a tea-ſpoonful, ſeldom 


_ exceeding at one diſeharge a larger quantity 


But to return; the 


than a table-ſpoonful. 


patient makes ſeveral ineffectual attempts to 
80 to ſtool, and if he is a man of natural 
good ſenſe and penetration, begins to ſuſpec̃t 
chat there" is ſome mechanical obſtruction to 

the 


= 
_ 


SLY 
- 
1 

5 8 * 

: 

8 * 


© |<. completion of his wiſhes, His phyſi- 
ban, if he has not ſooner taken up his ides, 
| now enters heartily 1 into it, and will naturally | 
ſuſpect an accumulation of hardened'feces, 
& which often produce for a long time the 
W fame ſymptoms as a real ſcirrhus of the part. 
In fact, the obſtruction in both caſes is me- 
chanical, and hardened ſœces in the rectum, 
too bulky to be evacuated, almoſt always 
produce a looſeneſs; ſcanty evacuations of 
thin faces, formed from the retention of the 
general contents of the bowels, every now 
and then efcaping paſt the hardened ball, 
keep up at leaſt the appearance of a looſe- 
neſs. Under this idea he will have recourſe 
to calomel or caſtor oil, and will perhaps 
ſucceed. If the obſtruction is from hardened 
ces, the finger generally is e 
f ; when it proceeds from a ſcirrhous gut, the 
carthartic may poſſibly produce a plemiſul 
diſcharge of thin /&ces; the ſymptoms will 
for a time ſubſide, but by degrees they will 
again return; there will again be a conſtant 
needing, with ſlimy ſcanty evacuations, and 
the diſorder will now be pronounced a te- 
neſmus., If an attempt is made to throw up 
warm 
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warm water or milk to waſh the part ad 
leſſen itrization; the operator will experience 
the lame difficulty in getting the liquid up 
which! the unhappy patient hath ſound in 
expelling the contents of the bowels. If a 
tell an inattentive practitioner, that ĩt goes 
up very well but the whole will be waſted 
and xeceived in the eloihs; and the patient 


doubly cheated, farſt; of expetted relief, and 


ſecondly, diſappointed in/his:phyſficzan's ac- 
quiring that information) ſo eſſential to hi 
future comfort. If a ſurgeon performs! this 
office, he will find upon forcing the: liquid 
into the gut, that a few! ounces' will appa- 
rently paſs well, but ſoon a lorbing down- 
Wards on the part of the patient takes place, 
and the whole will return mto the bladder 
in his hand. He may repeat his efſoms ten 
times, and cha regurgitation will as often fol- 
low, and perhaps mot a table ſpoonful of the 
enema will be loſt. At laſt he may poſſiblỹʒ 
ſuceced, the enema may be forced beyond 
the obſtructed part; but it will there be re- 
taiged-an unuſual length of time, and will 
3 at laſt by little and little. In the 


Li courſe 
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ourſe of this taſk. he will doubtleſs introduce 
Wis finger, and will flatter himſelf at firſt that 
De feels a lump of hardened feces ;1 but up- 
Won the patient's bearing down forcibly, he 
Vill diſtinctly ſeel the coats of the inteſtine 
Wberwixt his finger and the lump, which if it 
nappens to be ſituated on the ſide of the git 
in contiguity with the bladder, he may con- 
© ceive to be an enlarged proſtrate, but a free 
diſcharge of urine will diſcountenance ſuch 
idea. If the hardneſs and tumefaction is at- 
W tached to the cervix uteri, or the back part 
of che vagina, it may _ be miltaken for a 
3 | Rm was 
f been 
By en a total cating of ſtools 
W takes place, the tumour in the abdomen en- 
W creaſes, the uncommon rumbling of wind 
becomes more audible, ſo as to engage the 
attention of che friends and viſitants af the 
patient. The diſtenſion gradually encreaſes, 
dull the ſtomach is oppreſſed and a vomiting 
comes on, The vomiting is not very fre- 
quent at firſt, but by degrees every thing 
ſwallowed is vomited up; ſevere pains are 
felt from diſtenſion in various parts of the 
abdomen, 


chin; dla eric; — 

chronic kind comes on, and continues as 
long as the patient lives, unleſs he is acci- 
dentally relieved by a free diſcharge of thin 
feces, which will ſometimes unſuſpectedly 
give a reſpite to his ſufferings. In conſe- 
quence of which, the appetite ſor food will 
again return, the patient will again appear 
to be getting well; but the anxious ſolici- 
tude of his friends at this period will urge 
him to get down conſiderable quantities of 
1 generous nouriſhment, till at laſt a repetition 
1 of che ſame ſcene takes place, and the un- 
a happy man is alternately tantalized and 


j worn out * * a rpg or a purging. 


Wa mm aſſiſtance | is not * in till the pasem 
arrives at this deplorable ſtate of the diſeaſe, 
10 the want of ſtools, the great pain, vomiting, 
; 1 and tenſeneſs of the abdomen, may be pro- 
1 nounced an inflammation of the bowels, or 
; an illiac paſſion of the acute kind. If pow- 
erful means are employed under ſuch idea, 
it is eaſy to conceive that the laſt moments 
of the _ muſt be rendered d dil 


Sao 
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The conſtant. needing to ſtool, which, at- 
ends this diſorder, may be diſtinguiſhed from 
a common tengſmus by attending -to the fol- 
lowing circumſtances: | A. common tenefinus 
is generally. ſudden in its attack, or it follows 
ſerere purgings or dyſenteries, where the pre- 
ceding circumſtances have been well defined. 
It is oſten the conſequence of draſtic cathar- 
tics, and is always attended with conſiderable 
pain, and moſt frequently with a mucus diſ- 
charge, tinged with blood, inſtead of feces; 
whereas that which accompanies the ſcirrhous 
rectum is attended with little or no pain, but 
with powerful ineffectual ſtrainings; during 
which, there vill often be a diſcharge of wind, 
and the mucus ſqueezed out is ſlimy, but al- 
ways more or leſs black and excrementitious, 
very ſeldom tinged with blood. In the com- 
mon teneſmus, the impetus ſeems entirely ſpent 
on the ſphincter ani, and there is more or leſs 
of a protuſion of the gut: but in the training 


| . from a ſcirrhous. rectum, the patient is not 
ſenſible of that extreme diſtreſs at the funda- 


ment which is experienced in che other, and 
as ſoon as a ſmall portion of excrementitious 
mucus is voided, he is able to riſe immediately 
Vol. II. C from 
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from the tool; but in a common feneſmus he 
is under a neceſſity of ſtraining long, even after 
the expulſion of all that he knows from his 
feelings will at that effort be evacuated; and 
after he is able to riſe from the ſtool there ſtill 
continues a burning pungent ſenſation, urging M 
to a continued expulfion. Whereas in the te. 
"neſmus of which I am treating, after the patient 
has ſtrained hard, whenever a ſmall quantity 
of thin feces arrives at the anus, it is ſquirted 
out with light efforts, and little or no unea- 
ſineſs follows; nor does the countenance ſhew 
that extreme diſtreſs attendant on the Ja 
"ode ſtrifture of a common nor 


When the Pers pws have not 
been known, it will be leſs eaſy to diſtinguiſh WF 
this malady from the true volvulus, or acute 
illiac paſſion. It is preſumed, however, that 
they may be thus diſcriminated : this ob- 
ſtruction being ſituated within a few inches 
of the extremity of the inteſtinal canal, does 
not produce ſuch enormous'pain, ſuch exqui- | 4 
ſite anxiety, as when it is ſeated higher up, or 


in the ſmall inteſtines: nor do the powers of * 


life ſo ſoon _— m__ The rf ſwallows 
food, 


3 
: 
/ 
1 
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nouriſhed by it, for his pulſe hank — «c 4 


W ſurpriſing manner, and the phyſician may 
© pronounce, day after day, that his patient is 
far from being arrived near the termination of 


nis ſufferings, for which however he ardently 
W longs. But in the true illiac paſſion from in- 


flammation, intus-ſuſception, or incarceration in 


me ſmall inteſtines, the powers of life almoſt 
immediately ſink, the countenance is deſcrip - 


tive of miſery, the pains are intolerable, the 
patient toſſes and writhes his body to and 


fro, and whatever is ſwallowed, is inſtan- 


taneouſly returned; in a ſhort time a ceſſation 
of pain takes place, and the ſkilful obſerver 
can almoſt to a certainty predict the hour of 


8 diſſolution, at the time that the friends and 
ee patient are even beginning to flatter them- 
ſelves with hopes of his recovery. 


As ſoon as we are able to aſcertain the true 


nature of this diſorder, it will be neceſſary to 
make the patient ſenſible of it, and thoroughly 


underſtand it, that his ideas may go along 
with. ours, and co-operate in the future plan 
for his comfort. Nor will this be very eaſily 

| C2 accom 
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be uſed, cautiouſly avoiding every article of I 
© this kind which is of a conſtipating quality. 
- It ſhould be taken frequently, but ſparingly. 


ready made, would be excellent nouriſhment, 4 
but there are ſome reaſons to ſuſpeR that it is 


accompliſhed; it muſt appear paradoxical to 
the patient, who has long known himſelf to be 
afflicted with a looſeneſa, to be told that it is 
neceſſary, during the remainder of his life, to 
confine himſelf to that regimen, which com- 
mon experience points out as moſt likely to 
procure an open belly. And even admitting 
that we have gained over the underſtanding of 
the patient, we {hall be liable fill to inter- 
ruption, from the intruſion of well-meaning 
friends and neighbours, with whom a perpe- 
tual war muſt be ages 2 


* od which 1 contains the N dy 
of nouriſhment in the ſmalleſt compaſs, ſhould i 


All ſolid food, and particularly bread, pudding, 1 ö 
and farinaceous ſubſtances, which contribute 
10 bulky motions, ſhould be totally laid aſide. 
Milk, which may be conſidered as chyle al- 


often productive of hardened feces: its uſe | 4 
therefore muſt be determined: by the former 
. habits of the patient when in health. Jellies 


and 
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to and rich broths will afford conſiderable nou 
be | riſhment, and will depoſite little that is not 
capable of paſſing off by the kidneys. It is 
o i impoſſible, a priori, to ſay how long the hu · 
N- man ſyſtem may be comfortably: ſupported 
10 under ſuch diet, with very ſcanty evacuations 
- by the anus. It is certain that men have 
of 


lived, in good health and ſpirits, a fortnight. 
without voiding any ſtool whatever, notwiths 
ſtanding they have eaten and drank during 

the whole time with good appetite. If this 
plan ſhould-be adopted whilſt' the rectum is 
in part pervious, the very ſcanty evacuations 
will bear a much larger proportion to the 
ingeſta, than when food of various kinds is 
indiſcriminately and plentifully ſwallowed. 


I have already mentioned a certain accom- 
modating diſpoſition in the animal economy, 
by which it becomes reconciled to new ſitua- 
tions. It is worth while to pay more attention 
to this circumſtance here, becauſe upon this 
| accommodating diſpoſition I build my hope 
of rendering the laſt moments of the patient 
ſupportable. As the gut contracts, the con- 
tents of the bowels are impeded in their pro- 
| C. 3 gr els, 
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little inconvenience for a conſiderable length 


perſpiration will go on, and the ſtomach will 


medicine is diſuſed is unknown. It muſt be 
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greſs, they undergo a. degree of fermentation, 
the feces become thinner, a large quantity of 
air is generated, the bowels are thereby gra- 
dually diſtended, and the patient goes on with 


of time. At laſt there is a total ſuppreſſion 
of. ſtools, and ſoon after, the ſtomach begins 
to regurgitate, That progreſſive motion of 
the bowels, called periſtaltic, ceaſes to operate 
downwards; by degrees it takes a contrary 
turn, and acts as regularly upwards. And 
even now under theſe unhappy circumſtances, 
if the patient is left to nature, he will feed, he 
will be nouriſhed ; the diſcharges of urine and 


reject what it is not capable of digeſting, 
How long life may be thus ſuſtained when 


acknowledged, that life under ſuch circum- 
ſtances cannot be deſirable; ſtill, however, it 4 
is the duty of the phyſician to prolong that 
life to the utmoſt of his power, and to uſe his 
beſt endeavours to lighten the affliction of the 
unhappy patient, and thereby to enable him 
the better to ſubmit to che diſpenſations of 
providence. 
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In this laſt ſtage of the diſeaſe, every cathar- 
tic becomes a diſtreſſing emetic, and ſhould 
| W doubtleſs be no longer uſed, Indeed, admit- 
| ting that the periſtaltic motion of the bowels 
was not inverted, yet when the ſtoppage 1s 
complete, there will be the ſame objection to 
cathartics, which forcibly ſtrike us in regard to 
mie uſe of diuretics in a ſuppreſſion of urine. 
Diuretics in ſuch caſes counteract the accom- 
modating diſpoſition of the animal œconomy; 
chey ſtimulate the kidnies to a larger ſecre- 
tion of urine, and the bladder of courſe every 
moment becomes more and more diſtended: 
vVhereas, if diuretics and diluents were totally 
diſuſed, abſorption would conſiderably relieve 
che patient, and, perhaps, enable him to ſup- 
port life till . relief might be ob- 
W tained ſrom mechanical means, Catheters and 
bougies for a ſuppreſſion of urine are in the 
hands of every practitioner, and theſe may 
RF doubtleſs be contrived (particularly the elaſ- 
WF tic ones) to give relief in a ſuppreſſion of thin 
ſtools. Strongly impreſſed with the impor- 
tance of this idea, I beg leave to lay the follow- 
ing. cale before the Medical Society, together 
with the diſeaſed part, which I have ſent for 
their 
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their inſpe&tion; as, I truſt, they will clearly 
ſhew, not only the practicability, but the 


abſolute belly for ſome args. of of this 
kind, ; 


| "Caſe of 4 4 Rectum. 
ELIZABETH SHAKE SHAFT. aged 
52, a woman of a thin and fallow counte- 
nance, applied to me about the latter end 


of the year 1786, for a pain in her bowels, 


which, upon aſking her ſome queſtions, and 
from obſerving ſome little unuſual-promi- 
nence of the abdomen, I apprehended aroſe 
from a want of ſtools, notwithſtanding ſhe 
had ſome degree of looſeneſs upon her. She 
was conſiderably relieved by a doſe of caſtor 
oil. In two or three weeks ſhe was obliged 
to apply to me again, and was again reliev- 
ed in the ſame manner. The ſame ſymptoms 
conſtantly recurring about the ſame diſtance 
of time, induced me to pay more particular 


attention to her complaints. I now preſcrib- 


ed calomel, which acted very briſkly, and 
with the help of an anodyne draught, gave 
her conſiderable relief. The diſcharge was 
dark. coloured, but free from lumps. As 


uſual 
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alu however, about the ſame diſtance of 
W time; ſhe was again obliged to apply for af: 


ſiſtance, andbegg'd to have another doſe of 
the little ſpitfire powder, as ſhe called the 
calomel. I now began to pay a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the diſcharge of feces when ſhe was 
not undef the operation of cathartics, and 
found them ſuch as I have already deſcribed 
in my general remarks on this diſeaſe, which 
will render a minute' deſcription of the caſe 
leſs neceſſary here. I was no convinced 


that the complaint proceeded from ſome me- 


chanical obſtruction; though this could not 
be accurately aſcertained by examination 
with the finger, 'the point of which, upon 
her bearing down ſtrongly, juſt reached a 
ſubſtance unuſually ſolid : upon introducing 
a finger into the vagina, the os tince was 


 diſtinRtly felt apparently in its natural ſtate, 


but cloſely attached to it ; *and a very little 
nearer, the ſame ſolid ſubſtance was felt 
which oppoſed itſelf to the finger in the rec- 
tum. I ſatisfied mylelf that it was not hard- 
ned feces, but ſuſpected it to be an Irregular 
enlargment of the uterus. 


Bemg 
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Being now convinced that the caſe would . 
go on from bad to worle, I earneſtly ſolicited 
her to procure advice in London; but to 
my great concern, having implicit. confid- 
ence in myſelf, ſhe long objected: till at laſt 
a humane Lady in her neighbourhood aſking 
my opinion of the complaint, I pronounced 
it an incurable one: aſſuring her, that either 
from a ſcirrhous womb or ſome ſolid. ſub- 
ſtance obſtructing the gut, there was not a ſuf- 
ficient paſſage for natural figured ſtools, and 

that I knew of no means even for temporary 
relief beſides purging medicines and -thin 
diet. Upon this alarming prognoſtic it was 
determined to remove her to London, from 
whence at firſt we received very flattering ac- 
counts, v:z; that ſhe had had ſtools, that her 
appetite was returned, and that ſhe, was re- 
covering faſt. Ten days, however, were hard- 
ly elapſed, before a very different account 
was brought down: we were now informed, 
that the diſorder had'taken a new turn, that 
it had got up into her ſtomach, and that ſhe 
was worſe than ſhe had ever been before. 
Anxious to put herſelf again under my care, 
Wl ſhe returned to Enfield in the beginning of 
1 April. 
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pril. I was not ſurpriſed to find her with 
Wrequent hiccups, violent pains, an enlarged 
Wbdomen, and a total ſuppreſſion of ſtools. 
WHer ſtomach immediately rejected caſtor oil, 
| and her favorite medicine calomel ceaſed to 
Wake effect. I muſt. here candidly confeſs, 
chat had this been my firſt introduction to 
the caſe, I ſhould not have ſuſpected the 
true cauſe of the ſymptoms. Some inef- 
fectual attempts having been made to give 
relief by means of tobacco clyſters and tal- 
W low candles, ſhe was reſign'd to her fate: 
and it will be ſufficient; to add, that ſhe lin- 
gered twenty-four days without paſſing a 
ſingle tea-ſpoonful of faces. Towards the 
concluſion of the ſcene, I'was happy in hav- 
ing an opportunity of carrying Dr. Lettſom 
tobe a witneſs of it. The Doctor, ever ready 
bo give his aſſiſtance to the poor, judiciouſly, 
but in vain, examined the navel and the 

= groins, leaſt any ſmall unobſerved herna 

might have given riſe to the ſymptoms. On 
the 10th of May ſhe expired. 


= The body was opened the next day in the 
W preſence of Mr. Connop, an ingenious ſur- 
__ geo 
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| nal were turgid with flatus. 


MEMOTR'S ef "the 
geon, and the appearances upon N pee 


were as follow: $1. 


The Wann and the whole inteſtinal ca. 
There were ev: 
dent marks of inflammation on the external 
coats of the colon, and in ſeveral parts of the 
ſmall inteſtines. There was a conſiderable 
quantity of thin, yeaſty, frothy, dark. coloured 


feces in the colon. We found the ſeat of the 


diſeaſe where the colon ends and the rectum 
begins; the gut was thiekened and conſider- 
ably enlarged, but its cavity at the ſame 


time ſo much obliterated, that when Mr. 


Connop poured water into the ſuperior part 
of the gut through a funnel, it was with 
ſome difficulty that it filtered through the 
thickened inteſtine. When the parts were 
diſſected out, it meaſured exactly five inches 
and a half from the anus to the beginning of 


the tumor, which extended five inches and 


a half further up, and appeared to he about 
ten ounces in weight. Upon ſhtting the 
inteſtine to the thickened and contracted 


part, it had the appearance each way of an 


os tince, but was not in the nature of a com- 
mon 
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ion non intus-ſu ſuſceptio. The uterus was remark- 
oh ſmall, and attached to the thickened 
gut which extended a very little below the 
Wos tincœ. I tried in vain to paſs a ſmall 
@ bougie through the contracted part of the 
inteſtine, but it yielded te and was dilatable 


nal 

he by the! finger. In the living ſubject this 
dle might probably have been effected by paſſing 
ed a common probang up the rectum: or we 


might have ſucceeded by the uſe of bougies 
of different ſizes, made of horn, ſmoothly 
poliſhed, which I would certainly try in fu- 
ture in any ſimilar caſe. This ſubſtance, by 
long boiling in water, becomes ſoft and pli- 
able, and will retain its ſoftneſs ſome time 
after it is removed from the boiling water. 
It will adapt itſelf to the natural curvature 
of che pelvis, and ſhould be carried on to the 
obſtructed part flowly, gently, and ſteadily, 
1 | with. the utmoſt tenderneſs. and circum- 
5 W ſpection, but at the ſame time with ſufficient 
We force and reſolution. There are caſes. of 
W ſuppreſſion of urine in which bougies of 

horn, ſoftened by means of boiling water, 
would probably adapt themſelves - to the 
Part, and give much relief. The great dan- 


ger 
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ger will be in the point of the hougie acting 
upon a fold of the inteſtine, cloſe to the en- 
trance into the obſtruction. If it once paſles 
through the obſtructed part, there will be a 
plentiful. diſcharge of thin ſæces, and the 
diſorder will be again brought back to a 
diarrhea, in which ſtate every poſſible means 
conſiſtent with ſupporting the ſtrength» of 
the patient ſhould be ufed to continue it. 
There are many inſtances of daily purgings 
being ſupported many years by old perſons; 
and, perhaps, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
ſuch purgings often ariſe from a nn con- 
traction in the rectum. 


I Will bans nd confeſs, that I have 
myſelf attempted to cure ſuch a purging 
from a /cirrhous rectum, which attempt pro- 
duced a dangerous ſtoppage. The purging it 
was again brought back by caſtor oil, and 
the patient relieved. It was again ſtopped, 
and the ſtoppage followed by tumetfattion 
of the abdomen, rumbling of wind in the 
bowels as already deſcribed, and regurgita- | 
tion from the ſtomach. I have ſeen this 
patient, after twenty hard ſtraining motions, 
void 
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oid only as many drops of ſlime, tinged 5 
im ſeces. The purging was a fourth time 
Wrought back by means of caſtor oil, but 
ne ſtrength of the patient ſo much ex- 
Whauſted that he did not long ſurvive it. To 
We more particular in this would be © ince- 
gere ſuper ignes, ſuppoſitos cinere doloſo:“ 
ſuffice it to ſay, that after the firſt ſtoppage, 
my prognoſtics were confirmed in every 
future ſtage of the complaint; and that 
knowledge acquired, which I have here en- 
deavoured faithfully to communicate. And 
happy ſhall I be, if this imperfe& ſketch of 
a diſeaſe, which I have reaſon to think is not 
generally known, ſhall, in any future in- 
dance, be the means of a timely diſcovery 
of its true nature and cauſe; on a knowledge 
W of which, depend the right management and 
future comfort of the patient's life, 
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S 1 TAYLOR, Eſq. A Sentier of 3 
J years of age, was, thrown from his, horse 
in the month of February; 1780, by. Whie 

he received an injury on the lumber region 
and from the copious diſcharge. of bloody 
_ urine which lucceeded, it was, imagined, thall 
ſome veſſels were ruptured; near the left * 
ney. After the firſt fortnight, he. ſelt 
pain, and performed all the functions of nas 
ture, as in a ſound ſtate, though fomewhal 
reduced in ſtrength by confinement and low 
diet. In the month of Junefallowing, he cond 
ſulted me on account of #tzeublelome coughs 
attended with expectoration of. blood, which 
he aſcribed to the previous accident, as being 
the 
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me only probable recolleftion ; the cough = 
W was removed, after ſome months attention, 


N 
1 


and he again enjoyed a tolerable ſhare of 
health. In the autumn of the ſame year he 
found himſelf ſo well recovered, that he 
was enabled to bear violent exerciſe on 
horſeback, inſomuch that the recollection 
of his accident was almoſt effaced, nor had 
be any painful ſymptom of his late diſorder 


In the month of December 178g, he was 
ſuddenly ſeized with a ſhivering, and felt a 
violent return of the lumber pain, extending 
to the ſcite of the left kidney: in a few days 
he perceived a turgeſcence or enlargement 
in the hypockondrium, which continued gra- 
dually enereaſing until the latter end of the 
month of February 1784, a ſpace of nine 
weeks: after the firſt month, the tumor was 
fo little painful, that he was enabled to take 
a journey of 1go miles, to London, to con- 
ſult me upon his caſe. 


Upon examining the tumor, from obvious 
fluctuation on the touch, it evidently con- 
D tained 


* 8 
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tained a fluid: it extended from the verte- 
bre of the back along the left hypochondrium 
to the umbilical region, and occupied the 
whole {| pace from the ribs to the os innomi- 
natum in magnitude it felt as ye as an 


mfant's head. N e 


As the ſwelling augmented, the pain en- 
creaſed, and the patient ſuffered conſider- 
ably from the action of walking or motion 
in general; but hitherto no rigors were ob- 
ſerved, and the pain was ſo far mitigated by 
a mild anodyne, as to render it no ways in- 
tolerable; till at length ſome difficulty of 
making water came on, and for many hours 
a total obſtruction: in this ſituation, Sur- 
geons of the firſt eminence were conſulted, 
to determine how far it would be adviſeable 
to make an inciſion in the fide and perforate 
the cyſt, in order to take off the preſſure on 
the bladder, and obviate the fatal event 
which the retention of urine threatened ; 
this was on the 2oth of February; the re- 
ſult was, that, from the uncertainty of the 
fituation of the tumor with reſpett to the 
a inteſtines which were ſuſpected to take a 
curve 
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curve over its anterior ſurface, as well as 
from the riſk of expoſing ſuch parts to the 
external air, the operation was protracted; 
and the uſual opiate of the patient was or- 
dered to be encreaſed in the evening, which 
was the chief remedy, beſides the uſe. of 
cicuta, and anodyne clyſters. fre 


He paſſed a painful night, ffring. fre- 
quent and violent rigors; but early in the 
morning experienced the moſt happy relief, 
by a diſcharge of a large quantity of thick 
pus with the urine, which was followed the 
next day, by that of pus and numerous 
hydatides. 


In a few days the tumor ſubſided, and the 
purulent diſcharge ceaſed; after this he con- 
tinued recruiting in ſtrength for nearly a 
fortnight, when his fide enlarged again, af- 
ter exerciſe in a coach, probably by a large 
hydatide ſtopping up the ureter: rigors and 
ſtranguary ſucceeded as before, and the tu- 
mor became as large as in the firſt inſtance, 
till the latter end of March, when he expe- 
riencgd a ſecond diſcharge in every reſpect 

| D 2 like 
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like the former, excepting the hydatides 
being much larger. 


His health and ſtrength again returned, 
until his fide filled a third time, after exer- 
ciſe on horſeback; and continued ſwelling 
until the 25th of April, when he was again 
relieved by a third diſcharge, and theſe 
hydatides were conſiderably larger than thoſe 
of the preceding attack. 


The paſſages now became ſo open, that 
he frequently diſcharged the hydatides after 
walking or riding, without enlargement or | 
pain of the fide; or, if he felt uneaſy, or 
perceived a tendency to tumeſcence, by 
prefling his hand upon the ſide, he could 
{queeze them into the bladder, where they 
would remain ſome time before they were 
diſcharged; but the hydatides became at 
length, ſo conſiderable in fize, that it was 
with great difficulty, they paſſed the urethra. 
The laſt that he voided was on the 12th day 
of July, which was ſo very large, that it 
ſtopped up the urethra, and remained in it 
for a conſiderable time, until the weight of 
the accumulated urine forced it away. 
| The 
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Ss The earlieſt hydatides burſt in their exit; 

and they gradually encreaſed in magnitude 
in every ſucceſſive diſcharge; the firſt that 
he paſſed not being. bigger than the {kin of 
a green pea, and the laſt about the dae of 
a come egg. 


Since this laſt diſcharge, his health FRE 
ally recovered, he enjoyed without the leaſt 
inconvenience, the chace, and every other 


ſpecies of exerciſe as well as ever he did. 


During the whole progreſs and termina- 
tion of the diſeaſe, very little medicine was 
adminiſtered, except cicuta, gum arabic, 
clyſters and anodynes. He once took an 
emetic, when the tumor became uneaſy, 
previous to the ſecond diſcharge, and which 
ſeemed to haſten the eruption of the hyda- 
tides. Bark was tried, but with manifeſt in- 
convenience between the eruptions, and was 
left off. After the laſt diſcharge, it ſeemed 
beneficial, as well as aſſes milk. 


Particylar attention was paid to diet, 
which conſiſted of ſmooth emollient farina- 
ceous drinks, or very thin animal broths. 
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has been for ſome years paſt affected with 


From the hiſtory of the diſeaſe, there re- 
mains very little doubt, but that it originated 
in the kidney, where the ſuppuration was 
extended to an amazing degree, till at length 
the matter breaking through the cyſt, in 
which it was contained, paſſed into the 
ureter, and was thereby conveyed 1 into the 


. 


Ll, 2» ä | | — 


CASE I. 


A CASE not very diſſimilar was intro- 
duced to me in November 1785, by the 
following letter from an eminent Surgeon 
at Charing in Kent, where the patient alſo 


reſides : 


af The bearer of this, Mr. SMITH, by 
e trade a butcher, a ſober temperate man, 


* a complaint of a ſingular nature, which 
* ſeems to ariſe from the right kidney: it 
* comes on with a pain in the region of 
* that kidney, which appears to deſcend-in 
* the courle of the ureter of the ſame ſide, 

* and 
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and ceaſes, after diſcharging by the urethra 
W-- ſome. membranous kind of bags, to all 
appearance hydatides, which have been 
of different ſizes: ſome of the ſmaller 
have been whole, but the larger, 1 {up- 
poſe from preſſure, have been broken and 
empty: there have been conſiderable in- 
WW © tervals between the paroxyſms, during 
W © which he has enjoyed perfect health; 
© but within this laſt year, the paroxyſms 
have been more frequent, attended with 
a greater diſcharge of hydatides. 


The patient informed me that he firſt 
perceived the diſeaſe about ten years ago, 
when the hydatides were diſcharged of the 
ſize of a pea, with a ſenſation of weight or 
preſſure, rather than of pain; preceded 
ſometimes with ſlight rigors. He had ſuch 
returns about every four or five months at 
the earlier periods, but they have ſince en- 
creaſed in frequency, * the Nd in 
ſize. 


Theſe diſcharges have occurred at leaſt 


five times during the laſt twelve months, 
4 and 
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and are accompanied with encreaſing pain; 
and the hydatides are now about an inch 
and a half in diameter: previous to theſe 
late attacks, he feels a fulneſs in the region 
of the right kidney, and diſcharges at one 
period, near a quarter of a pint of hydatides, 
' beſides purulent matter. About three years 
ago, he broke his leg, which, however, ſoon 
recovered; but he thinks the diſeaſe has en- 
creaſed m frequency and violence fince this 
accident. 


I preſcribed the following remedies : 


R Extrafti Ciculæ 


Pilul. Saponac : & zi. 7. Pilulæ xxiv. We duas 
omni nofte. 


R Zleftay. Lenitiv. 31. 
tbiop. Mineral. Iſo- 5 
Fr. Simpl. g. 5. fiat Eleflartum, de quo capt. 
magn. Nucis Moſch. mane, prout venter poſtu- 
laverit. 
R Uve. Urfi. zijſd. 
Coque ex Ag. font. Zix. ad Zvi. ſub. ſinem cocti- 
onis addendo Rad. Glycyrrh, Iſo· et cola. 
R Liquor. Colati, ziſd- 
Tin. Stomach, xj. J. Hauſt. bis per diem ſumen- 
dus. 


Not 
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Not having received any account of the 
Wpatient's health, or of the effects of the re- 
medies; after a ſpace of twelve months, I 
WT wrote to the apothecary for further infor- 
nation, who favoured me with the — 
relation : 


I received yours of December laſt, and 
* ſhould have anſwered it ſooner; but for 
* the ſake of giving you a more ſatisfactory 
% account of the perſon you enquire after: 
* jt was in November 1785, that he applied 
4 to you, and he continued to take the me- 
« dicines as preſcribed by you, near four 
% months; but ſometime before he difcon- 
* tinued the uſe of them, he had ceaſed to 
bring away any hydatides, and except ſome 
little pain in the back, and this after much 
riding or fatigue, he continued perfealy 
« well, until about the latter end of Decem- 
* ber laſt, when after ſome conſiderable 
* pain 1n the back, he voided again ſeveral 
* more hydatides, of a longer ſize than for- 
* merly, to the baſis of which, or that part 
* which appeared to have been attached to 
* the kidney, ſome ſabulous matter adhered: 

| f 
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“ he has diſcharged ſeveral more at different 
« times ſince, but the laſt have not had any 
* fabulous matter joined to them; and he 
© has now, I hope, voided the whole of this 
* laſt collection, having not diſcharged any 
very lately; and except ſome ſmall pain 
in the back, he is perfectly well: he is now 
* taking the ſame medicines as before, only 
inſtead of the decoction of the woe urfi, 
% he takes this vegetable in powder. 


I am, &c. 
W. HAWEER.“ 


* 


* 


I am not deſirous of enlarging the hiſto- 
ries of medicines by the relation of ſolitary 
caſes, without the proſpett of improving the 
ſcience: and, although theſe may not tend 
to aſcertain the virtues of any remedy, or 
point out a certain fixed mode of treatment; 
they, at leaſt, exhibit the ſucceſsful termina- 
tion of theſe diſeaſes in a manner hitherto 
unnoticed, and perhaps unknown : and 
ſhould a ſimilar inftance occur to any practi- 
tioner, it might afford ſome ſatisfaction to 
find its ſymptoms recorded. 


ART I. 
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* 8 T1 C I. E IV. 

dome Remarks on the prevalence of the Atro- 
A pag Ladlantium, communicated to Dr. 
Lettſom, by Jos8ua Walker, M. D. 


C. M. S. Phyſician to the General Infirmary 
at Leeds. 


Read * 16, 12 
475 Atrophia n Tabes Nutr. 


' cum, or that emaciation ariſing from 
che ſuckling of children, is a diſeaſe with 
W which phyſicians are well acquainted ; but 
its more frequent occurrence of late, in this 
town and neighbourhood, renders it now, 
more than formerly, an object of ſerious 
conſideration, eſpecially to the inferior claſſes 


of females, to whom it is ming inci- 
_ 


It by pointing out the cauſe of this grow- 
ing malady, and. exciting the attention of 
prattitioners towards it, and thereby giving 

ſome 


44 MEMOIRS of the 
ſome check to its future progreſs, the lives 
of ſome of theſe uſeful and laborious indivi. 
duals can be preſerved to their families and 
the community, the writer of theſe remarks 
would feel that ſatisfaction which is always 
the reſult of having contributed, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, to the cauſe of humanity, 
and the relief of our fellow creatures. 


It has been painfully noticed, in ſeveral 
parts of this extenſive and commercial coun- 
try, and particularly in this place, that fince 
the more plentiful introduction of Tra into 
che families of the induſtrious poor, by the 
late reduction of its price, this diſeaſe has 
made an unuſually rapid progreſs. The dif- 
ficulty with which animal food is procured, 
by the lower ranks of ſociety, in quantity 
ſufficient for daily nutriment, has led many 
of them to ſubſtitute, in the place of more 
wholeſome proviſions, a cheap infuſion of 
this foreign vegetable, whoſe grateful flavour 
(and perhaps narcotic quality, which it 
poſſeſſes, in a ſmall degree, in common with 
moſt other evergrren i), is found to create an 
appetite for itſelf, in preference to all other 

kinds 


— 
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kinds of aliment that the ſcanty income of 
poverty allows theſe deluded objects to pro- 
cure; though I am ſorry to have occaſion 
to add, that the lowering effects of tea-drink- 
ing, lead too many of theſe to ſeek for relief 
from ſpirits, and other pernicious cordials, 
at the expence of health, and the ſure con- 
ſequences of penury and want. 


As this change, in the article of diet, has 
been very generally made, eſpecially by the 
females, and the younger branches of the 
families of the manufacturing poor, their 
conſtitutions have been rendered much leſs 
able to bear evacuations of any ſort, and 
particularly that of Lactation. I may, with 
great truth, aver, that more than two hun- 
dred patients of this denomination have, 
within the laſt two years, come under my 
notice: upon their application for relief, and 
the conſequent enquiry which I have been 
led to make refſpetting the nature of their 
diet, their almoſt invariable reply has been, 
that they have chiefly depended upon tea 
for their ſupport, at the ſame time that they 


were permitting an apparently healthy 
child 
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child to draw the whole of its nouriſhment 
from them. 


That it is debility, and an impoveriſhed 

fate of the whole ſyſtem, ariſing from a de- 
ficiency in the due ſupply of proper and 
ſufficiently nutritious aliment, at a time when 
the conſtitution particularly requires it, in 
conſequence of the continual waſte which 
the mother ſuſtains from the ſuckling of her 
infant, which lay the foundation of this dif: 
eaſe, and that the lungs are but ſecondarily, 
or ſymptomatically affected, is clearly evinced 
from an attention to the ſymptoms, 


The patient firſt complains of languor, 
and general weakneſs; loſs of appetite; fatigue W 
after exerciſe, though it be of the gentleſt 
kind; weariſome pains in the back and limbs; 
ſoon after which, ſymptoms of genera atro- 
phy come on; the face, in particular, grows i 
thin, and is marked by a certain delicacy of 
complexion ; paleneſs about the noſe; but 
with a ſmall degree of ſettled redneſs in the 
cheeks. In a ſhort time, if the patient ſtil 

continues to give ſuck, ſhe is ſeized with 
x7 tranſitory 


- 
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ranſitory ſtitches. in the fides, under the 
2-rnum, or in ſome other part of the thorax; 
ccompanied with a ſhort dry cough, and 
night dyſpnæa upon any muſcular exertion; 
me pulſe alſo becomes frequent, but ſeldom 
ſo hard as in the inflammatory ſtate of the 
genuine phthifis pulmonatrs; morning ſweats 
next make their appearance; abſceſſes and 
ulcers are often formed in the lungs ; pus 
mixed with mucus is expectorated; the ge- 
neral weakneſs increaſes; the emaciated pa- 


tent is unable to ſupport an erett poſture; 
and at laſt dies literally exhauſted. 


With reſpect to the method of treating 
this diſeaſe, my deſign is rather to point out 
the cauſe of its preſent unuſual prevalence, 
that ſuitable cautions may be timely given 
to the unſuſpecting ſufferers, than to offer 
to the public any new modes of practice 
The late Dr. Fothergill, who was a correct 
obſerver, both of nature, and the effects of 
remedies on the human body, has made 
ſome excellent remarks on the uſe of the 
bark, &c.“ very applicable to the diſeaſe in 


Medical Obſervations, Vol. v. page 348. 
queſtion; 
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queſtion; to which I am induced to ada 
for the fake of the younger praftitioner, 


a few obſervations which have been drawn 
from my own experience. 


It has OT appeared to be :ndifpentabl 
neceffary for the mother to wean her child, i 
immediately upon the appearance of {fymp. 
toms of debility, as the firſt and moſt effen- 
tial ſtep towards a cure. 


Secondly, To change the patient's diet MW 
from tea, and the leſs nutritive vegetables, 
to milk, and its various preparations; gruels, 
broths, and a ſmall quantity of mild animal 
food, along with a proper proportion of i 
bread and eſeulent roots, particularly po- 
tatoes, turnips, and carrots, Shell-fiſh, 
jellies, chocolate, fago, ſalep, and tapioca, 
would all be highly proper, did not poverty 
prevent the far greater number of theſe 
patients from procuring them in fufficient 
quantity; but as frequent inftances of kind- 
neſs are daily offered, by the hand of opu- 
lence, to theſe objects of compaſſion and 
diſtreſs, it is more than probable that the 


recital 
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4 E-cital of ſuch articles of diet as are likely 


to afford relief, may have its uſe in directing 
ſome friendly neighbour to a proper choice 
of them. 


The animal food which is allowed, ſhould 
always be taken for an early dinner, and by no 
means late in the afternoon, or evening; and 
is ſo far from increaſing the febrile ſymptoms, 
in the firſt ſtage of this diſeaſe, when a ſtate 
of debility chiefly prevails, that, for the moſt 
part, it proves a powerful reſtorative, and 
the patients are ſoon ſenſible of the happy 
change, and gain additional ſtrength; eſpe- 
cially when this courſe has been aſſiſted by 
W gentle tonics, ſuch as the following mixture 
of myrrh and /al martis, which, with ſome 
alteration, 1s the ſame that Dr. Grifhth has 
recommended in his Eſſay on the Heftic 


Fever, 


R Gummi myrrhe pul. drackmam unam, 
Tinf. Cortic. peruvian, drachmas ſex, tere fumul 
et adde ſenſim, | | 
Aque fontane. Uncias ſex, - | 
Salis Mitri purif. Scrupulos duos, - 
E _ 
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Salts Martis pulv. grana duodecim, 
Fyrupi Balſamici ſemunciam, J. Miſtura, cujus 
capiat Agra Cochl. duo, mane jejuna, hora un. 
decima motutina, et quarta pomeridiana. 


In ſome Caſes, when there appears to be 
an exacerbation of fever in the afternoon, 1 
have thought it more uſeful to confine the 
adminiſtration of this remedy to the fore- 
noon, and to direct a few ſpoonfuls of the 
ſaline julep, or decoctum mitroſum, to be 
taken frequently, in the afternoon, evening, 
and during the night, if neceſſary. 


— — — n n — e 


If, in the courſe of a week, after the mix- 
ture has been regularly adminiſtered, the 
patient ſhould remain free from pain, or 
ſenſe of reſtriction in the thorax, difficulty in 
reſpiration, or any other ſymptoms indicat- 
ing an inflammatory affection of the lungs, 
we may hope for a favourable termination 
of the diſeaſe, and be encouraged ſteadily to 
perſevere: nor, in this caſe, ſhould bleeding 
be admitted of, even in the ſmalleſt quantity, 
as the patient's ſtrength, as well as general 
habit, have been ſufficiently reduced by the 

| preceding 
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preceding circumſtances of laßtation, and 
improper diet. Decoctions of the Peruvian 
park, moderately acidulated with the vitri- 
W olic acid, will now be proper, and greatly 
WT conducive to the patient's recovery, eſpecially 
if theſe can be aſſiſted by a change of fitua- 
non from the town, to the pure air of the 
country. 


If, however, which is ſometimes the caſe 
when the diſorder has been neglected, and the 
patient has continued to diſcharge the office 
of a mother longer than her ability permit- 
ted, the ſymptoms ſhould indicate a more 
advanced ſtate of the diſeaſe, and fixed pains 
in ſome part of the thorax ſhould come on, 
Vich oppreſſed breathing, and a frequent 
hard pulſe, then a ſmall bleeding, to the 
mount of two or three ounces only, may be 
Wl occaſionally of uſe; and inſtead of preſcrib- 
ing the myrrh, bark, or vitriolic acid, it will 
be adviſeable to take off the inflammatory 
Wy determination to the lungs, by ſtrictly en- 
4 Joining a milk and vegetable diet ; keeping 
WT the bowels gently open by the mildeſt and 
keaſt heating laxatives; moderating the ſymp- 
E 2 tomatic 
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tomatic fever by cooling ſalines; and palliat 


bliſter as ſoon as the part has healed. 


: 
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ing the cough by mucilaginous mixtures, 


rather than by oily linctuſes. 


R Mucilag. Gum. Arabic. ſpiſs. 

Syrup Simpl. - — 4. Uncias tres, 
—— Limonum — Uncians unam 
Salis Nitri purif. — Drachmam unam, |, 

Miſtura, cujus ſumatur Cochl. j. quater vel 
ſepius in Die, irritante tuſſi. 


The inflammatory ſpaſm, or conſtriction 
of the thorax; ſhould, at the ſame time, be 
relieved by the application of bliſters to the 
part pained, renewing them as they heal, 
rather than keeping them open; a pradtice 
which is not by far ſo efficacious, yet harraſſes 
the patient much more, than repeating the 


When all, or moſt, of the inflammatory 
ſymptoms are removed by the means juſt 
now mentioned, theſe patients then bear the 
uſe of the myrrh, watery infuſions of the 
bark, and the elixir of vitriol, with conſider- 
able advantage; as they are found, by expe- 
rience, to be much ſafer, and more generally 
SA beneficial 
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beneficial in theſe ſymptomatic caſes, than 
in the genuine phthiſis ariſing from the in- 
flammation and ſuppuration of tubercles in 
the lungs themſelves. 


Should the diſeaſe be ſtill farther advanced, 
and accompanied with morning ſweats, pu- 
rulent ſpitting, proſtration of ſtrength, and 
the utmoſt degree of debility, the latter of 


which always accompanies this diſeaſe in a 


more remarkable degree, than the true phthi- 
ſis, both reaſon and practical obſervation 
point out the expediency of ſupporting the 
patient's ſtrength, by the reſtorative means 
before directed; and allowing, as in the firſt 
ſtage, a ſmall portion of animal food, at leaſt 
once a day, without which our kindeſt en- 
deavours would be fruſtrated, and inſtead of 
affording relief, would ſerve to accelerate the 
fatal period. | 
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ARIICEE . 


Experiments on the ſolvent powers of Camplor; 
and other Miſcellaneous Communications, in 
a Letter from Doctor PERCIVAI, to 
Docrtor LEtTTSOM, 


Manchaſter, Aug. 1, 1787. 


Read September 24, 1787. 


DEAR SIR, 


1 F you deem the following facts and ob- 
ſervations of ſufficient importance to be 


offered to the Medical Society, I truſt they 
will be received as a ſmall tribute of my re- 
ſpect for an inſtitution, into the fellowſhip 
of which I have had the honor of be- 
ing elected. I do not apologize for the 
brief and miſcellaneous form in which 
they are delivered, not only becauſe I have 
no leiſure, at this time, for ſyſtematic com- 
poſition, but becauſe 1 am perſuaded this 
mode of communication is favourable to the 

advancement 
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advancement of ſcience. It has been adopted 
oy the members of ſeveral foreign academies, 
and is ſanctioned by the authority of Lord 
Bacon, and the example of Mr. Boyle. No 
object or event ſtands ſingle and detached in 
me great frame of nature. Each has its re- 
lations and dependencies, ſimilitudes, con- 
trarieties and uſes, which a well-informed 
mind can at once recognize, arrange and 
purſue; and which increaſing knowledge 
may multiply to an extent beyond our pre- 
ſent powers of comprehenſion. 


I. I do not recollett that the 80LveNT 
POWER OF CAMPHOR, on reſinous ſub- 
ſtances, has been particularly noticed by 
medical writers. It ſeems to be evinced by 
the following experiments, which I commu- 
nicate to you, becauſe the reſult of them 
may be applied to various pharmaceutical 
uſes. : 


Ten grains of myrrh were rubbed, in a 
mortar, with two grains of camphor, to which 
about an ounce of pure water-was added, by 
degrees. The mixture was ſmooth, and the 

ſediment 


m 
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quantity of myrrh, treated in the like man- 


ſediment depoſited, after ſtanding two days, 


Vas not conſiderable, and was Wee diffu. 


ſible again by 0. 


Two grains of camphor were rubbed into 
a powder, in the mortar; to which an ounce 
of pure water was gradually added, as 1n the 
former experiment. No triture or agitation, 
(as is well known) could effect either a ſolu: 
tion, or an uniform diffuſion, 


Two grains of camphor, and the ſame 


ner, formed a compoſition ſufficiently ſmooth 
and equable. 


As myrrh is a gummy reſinous ſubſtance, 
it is in ſome degree miſcible with water: but 
in a comparative trial, I found the union 
much more imperfect than when camphor 
was combined with it. 


Theſe experiments were ſuggeſted by the 
following incident, which lately occurred in 
my practice. Having directed a compoſition 
of 3 and balſam of Tolu, in pills, for 
a patient 


—_*© 
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a patient going a voyage on account of his 
health, the apothecary acquainted me that 
he could not form it into a proper maſs; and 
that it liquified like treacle. The experi- 
ment was afterwards made in my preſence. 
At firſt the two ſubſtances would not incor- 
porate, when rubbed together; and I ſuſ- 
pected that ſome S. V. R. had been uſed be- 
fore, to promote their union. But the triture 
being continued, a ſudden combination and 
liquefaction took place. 


Camphor probably acts as an eſſential oil, 
in diſſolving reſin. When a compoſition 
is required of theſe ſubſtances, in a pilular 
form, it is rendered practicable by the addi- 
tion of a ſmall portion of ths coagulated 
yolk of an egg · 


II. Ihave lately preſcribed, withconſiderable 
ſucceſs, to various patients, a mineral water, 
which I believe is little known in England. 
It ſprings from the Heartfill Mountain, about 

three miles north of Moffatt; and a very 
full account of it is given by Doctor Horſe- 
burgh, in the firſt volume of the Phyſical 


and 
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and Literary Eſſays. A lady, who had been 
making a tour in Scotland, brought me ai 
bottle of it, ſome time ago; but I did not 
examine it till a caſe of chronic hamorrhagy, | 
attended by Dr. Eaſon and myſelf, ſuggeſted 
the trial of ſuch a ſtyptic remedy. The WW 
water appears to be a ſtrong chalybeate, 
and to contain a portion of alum. It is not i 
unpleaſant to the taſte; and, in the doſe of 
about a quarter of a pint, is grateful to the 
ſtomach. It relieves uneaſy irritations, and 
{light pains in that organ; promotes di- 
geſtion; and abates flatulence, if taken be- 
fore meals; and though acidulous in taſte, 
corrects acidity, and does not even coagulate 
milk; when mixed with it. I have had ex- 
perience of its efficacy in profuſe diſcharges 
of the catamenia, in the fluor albus, in dyſpe- 
Fa, in firuma, and other diforders origin- 
ating from a laxity of the fibres. In ſuch 
maladies, chalybeates have been long em- 
ployed; and Boerhaave, you know, ſpeaks 
of their virtues with enthuſiaſtic admiration, 
aſſerting that no medicine, either animal or 
vegetable; no diet, no regimen can produce 
the effects, which are accompliſhed by iron. 
And 
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And as T think the Heartfill Spa water is one 


W of the pleafanteſt forms, under which this 
active remedy can be adminiſtered, with con- 

W {iderable efficacy; as the moſt faſtidious pa- 
W tients may be prevailed upon to take it, 
W when drugs are loathed and neglected; as 


it is much cheaper, as well as ſtronger, than 


that of Pyrmont or Spa; and as it bears 
carriage without injury, it promiſes to be a 


valuable acquiſition. Its aluminous impreg- 


nation, alſo, adds to the medicinal powers 


which it poſſeſſes as a tonic, a ſedative, and 
a ſtyptic. There is often a morbid ſenſibi- 
lity and irritability in the ſtomach and prime 
vie, which render the office of digeſtion un- 
eaſy and painful; and create an habitual diſ- 
poſition to flatulence, and to ſlight attacks of 
cholic. Alum, as I have noticed in a former 
work, is a valuable remedy under theſe cir- 
circumſtances. And, combined with iron, 

by the chemiſtry of nature, its energy, as a 
ſtyptic, will doubtleſs be encreaſed. 


III. I have lately met with an inſtance of 
Iuffis Convulfiva, ſucceeding the croup, in a 


boy about three years of age. He was per- 
fectly 
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fectly free from cough, when ſeized with the 

Cynanche Trachealts ; and hooped violently 
when that diſorder was removed. Are theſe 
two maladies of the ſame genus? In both 
there ſubſiſts a ſpaſm of the muſcles of the 
glottis, occaſioning ſymptoms of ſuffocation; 
and both are moſt effectually relieved by 
emeties, and antiſpaſmodics, ſuch as the flow- 
ers of zinc, James's Powder, and muſk, 


Such a membrane as is formed in the 
trachea arteria is ſometimes generated in the 
inteſtines. Lady A—— G-—, aged two 
years, had an Aphthous fever, during which 
a few aſcarides appeared in her ſtools. On 
this account, when ſufficiently recovered, ſhe 
took a doſe of rhubarb and calomel, which 
occaſioned the diſcharge of fix or eight 
annular ſubſtances, reſembling in figure, por- 
tions of guts, but evidently unorganized. 
I found them to be nothing more than 
gluten, ſecreted probably by ſome parts of 
the alimentary canal, affected by the fever, 
with aphthous inflammation. 


IV. Various writers, particularly the poets, 
have ſanctioned the notion, that in the IAux- 
| DICE, 
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bier, objects are painted on the retina of 
the ſame colour, with that which tinges the 
external coat of the eye. This I regarded, 
till lately, as a vulgar error ; and endeavoured 
to ſhew, in a treatiſe on the alliance of natu- 
ral hiſtory with poetry, that it is neither con- 
firmed by experience, nor conſonant to rea- 
ſon; and that in the worſt caſes of the jaun- 
dice now known, the ſymptom has no ex- 
iſtence. But two inſtances have lately oc- 
curred, in the circle of my practice, which 
clearly evince that the opinion has ſome- 
times, a foundation in fact; and that conclu- 
ſions, drawn even from a very general in- 
duction, may be fallacious: for my obſerva- 
tions were made with attention, during a 
courſe of near twenty years. The patients, 
now alluded to, were men of middle age, 
who had lived intemperately, whoſe malady 
had proved obſtinate, but whoſe eyes were 
not tinged with bile in an extreme degree. 
Yet they were uniform in their teſtimony, 
that all white objects aſſumed a yellow caſt; 
and that this hue was deepeſt on their * 


from bed in a morning. 


V. A 
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V. A few years ago a gentleman conſulted 
me about the ſtate of his eyes. He had for 
a long time felt an uneaſy ſenſation, when. 
ever he viewed any ſquare object; and this 
malady was then ſo much encreaſed, that, in 
playing at whiſt, he was under the neceſſity 
of holding the cards under his eyes, to pre- 
clude the ſight of their angular points. The 
pupil of each eye was remarkably coutratted, 
and the tunica albuginea {lightly inflamed; 
yet a moderate light was borne without un- 
eaſineſs. Viſion was ſufficiently diſtinct, at 
all ordinary diſtances; but I ſuſpected that 
the field of it was extremely limited; and 
that the patient, in viewing a quadrangular 
object, when near, might poſſibly meaſure it 
by a muſcular exertion of the organ, which 
gave pain. But of this he did not appear 
to have any perception; nor could he re- 
collect the date, nor account for the origin 
of his diſorder. He was not a fanciful, or 
hypochondriachal man, nor did the com- 
plaint ſeem to depend on the ſtate of bis 
ſtomach. Some odd aſſociation of ideas, 
perhaps at firſt gave riſe to it. The Gentleman 
lives at a diſtance from Mancheſter; and 

having 
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Wh:aving been only once conſulted by him, I am 

unacquainted with the termination of this ſin- 
W gular malady. 


I am, with ſincere eſteem and reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
THO. PERCIVAL. 
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Remarks on the Aſcaris Lumbricoides, by 
J. Cnuxck, M. A. and F. M. S. 


Read February 4, 1788. 


WR ſpecies of worm which 1s fre- 
quently found in the human ſtomach 
and inteſtines, is I believe often confounded 
by writers with a variety of the Lumbricus 
terreſtrts mentioned by Linnæus under the 
name of Intęſtinalis, and by Ray called 
Lumbricus inteſtnorum teres, from which 

however, 
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however it evidently differs in its conforma. 
tion, being entirely without the elevated ring 
ſo conſpicuous in the middle of the Lum 
bricus terreſtris. 


401 it hand in general been the opinion of 
writers on this ſubject that worms are ovipar- 
ous, and in conformity to that hypotheſis 
they endeavour to account for their intro. 
duction into the human body from their eggs 
having been received into the ſtomach with 
food, I beg leave to offer a few obſervations 
which came under my notice by accident, 
and which I think will ſerve to prove, that 
this ſpecies, at leaſt, is viviparous. 


Every one who has examined this worm 
attentively when newly diſcharged from the 
body muſt have obſerved an appearance like 
white threads folded as it were together about 
the middle of the worm. This fubſtance has 
in general been ſuppoſed to be the inteſtines 
of the worm filled with the chyle it had juſt 
fucked from the body, out of which it pro- 
ceeded; but the fact I am going to relate 
- ſeems to prove beyond a doubt that this 
white 
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white appearance is in reality the young 


Worms nearly fit for excluſion from their 


| parent. 


Some time ſince having a child under my 


| care who had ſymptoms of worms, I gave 


him a doſe of calomel for two nights ſucceſ- 
fively, and on the ſecond day a ſmart purge. 
On the afternoon of that day the mother 
brought me two worms in a cup, which ſhe 
ſaid her child had juſt diſcharged per anum, 


and which both proved to be the Aſcaris 


\ 
7 


Lumbricoides; they were both living and pretty 
active; as I had not any ſpecimen of that 
worm by me, I put them both into a phial 
filled with one third part of rectified ſpirit, and 
two thirds water, this appeared to give them 
great uneaſineſs, and whilſt I was obſerving 
their contortions, I perceived ſomething like 
threads proceeding gradually from the mid- 
dle of the belly of one of them, which ad- 
vanced very ſenſibly for about a quarter of a 
minute, at which time I could perceive three 
diſtinct worms above an inch long, exactly 
like the parent, all alive and moving briſkly 
in different directions; about this time the 

Vol. II. F death 


7 


% 
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death of the mother put a ſtop to the perfea 
excluſion of the offspring, who alſo died with 
her, and now remain hanging to the body, 
The other worm was no otherways affected 
by the ſpirits, than by being deprived of it 
life, and on examining it, I could not perceive 
any of the thread-like appearance before del. 
cnbed. 


As ſome worms are certainly oviparous, as 
the Lumbricus terreſtris, &c. perhaps the 
young of this ſpecies, like the viper among 
the ſnake tribes, are excluded from the egg 
whilſt in the matrix of the female, but this 
future obſervations muſt determine. 


A difficulty now remains, namely, to ac- 
count for the introduction of this worm into 
the human body, particularly as 1t 1s never 
found in any other ſituation. It may not 
however be amiſs to remark, that this ſpecies i 
occurs much more frequently among the 
negroes in the Weſt Indies, than it does in 
this climate. Is it not poſſible that it may 
creep into the body by the mouth whilſt a | 
perſon is aſleep on the ground? but I would 

| will 


FS 


9 


2 The lis cibaria of its natural ſixe 

2. The fame magrufied. 

3. the pa of the fame dijcharged alive by the patent. 
4. The Jams . 


F 
4 
\ 
j 
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= wiſh this to be — merely as con- 
1 N "Os 


One aca Arend may J think be 
aravn from the above, namely, that when: 
ever one of theſe worms is diſcharged from 
dme human body, we ſhould perſiſt in the uſe 
of anthelmintics for ſome time after, as there 
is a fair preſumption that ſome young ones 
may be left behind, who will not fail in time 
co produce the moſt diſagreeable and often 
fatal effects. 


0 b . 


ARTICLE Wil” 

Caſe of a patient who diſcharged the Pupœ of 
the Muſca Cibaria, by W. Write, M. D. of 
York, F. R. S. and C. M. S. in a.letter to 
J. C. LeTTsom, M. D. Sc. with addi- 


tional Obſervations by Mr. bu Poren, 8 
A. M. F. M. S. 1 : 


Read May 12, 1788. E 
ki WATSON, aged about go years, by 


trade a watchmaker, ſober and temperate, 
but indulging a. ſedentary life, having been 
F 2 :> {ſometime 


\\ v\ * , 
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ſometime ill, came over here to put himſelf 
under my care. I found him much emaci. 
ated, his complexion very yellow, he had 
violent pains with ſoreneſs and tenſion about 
the region of the liver, his body very coſtive, 
ſtools clayey and tenacious, urine in ſmall 
quantity and high coloured, pulſe quick and 
tenſe, he had frequent rigors, and other ſymp- 
toms of pyrexia. But what diſtreſſed him 
the moſt was a conſtant and extreme coldnels 
in the lower extremities, which neither a fire 
nor the warmeſt covering had power to relieve 
for any time together. 


It is unneceſſary to give a particular detail 
of the means uſed for his recovery, ſuffice it 
to ſay, that by repeated bleedings (his blood 
being very ſizy), cooling purgatives, nitrous 
medicines, and bliſters over the hepatic re- 
gion, in about a fortnight he was much 
recovered, and finding every complaint, ex- 
_ cept the coldneſs in his legs and feet, nearly 
gone, he went home about fifteen miles from 
this city. My preſcriptions now were poy- 
ders of the columbo root, with a ſolution of 


2 diureticus, and once a week a calome 
bolus 
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bolus at night with an opening draught next 
morning. | 


In abvut 2 month I had a letter from his 
WF apothecary, from which the following is an 
extract: ö | 


Mr. Watſon has continued his powders 
regularly till within this week, when he re- 
duced the number. He finds his appetite 
encreaſe even to be deemed voracious, yet is 
careful not to overload his ſtomach. Not- 
withſtanding after each meal he complains 
of pain about the breaſt, with a ſenſe of ful- 
neſs. In general he is regular for ſtools, but 


laſt night being more than uſually coſtive, he 
took the purgative, with which he had two 


ſtools in the morning, and diſcharged an 
immenſe number of worms, two or three of 
which at his defire I ſend herewith, they were 
all very lively. His pulſe is good, and he 
thinks himſelf in every reſpe& vaſtly better, 
his legs have begun to gain their natural 
warmth, yet he continues the additional cov- 
ering and frictions. I hope the worms will 


reach you alive.” 
F 3 Thus 


7 
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Thus far his apothecary. I received the 


worms which were evidently a ſpecies of ff 
maggot, in a very lively ſtate; putting them 
out of the pill box, they crept about with ſur. 
prizing quicknels, not with the wriggling mo. 
tlon of the common maggot, but very nim. 
bly upon their numerous feet, in which they 
ſeem to differ from the common ones, which 
I think have no feet. 


Being replaced into the box, they were 
depoſited in a deſk, when, after fome weeks, 
examining them again, I found them meta- 
morphoſed from a worm ftate into beautiful 
inſects of the fly kind, but theſe were dead 
from want of nouriſhment and air. The 
chryſales being now become dry and empty 
huſks. 


The following remarks, with a drawing of 
the inſect were communicated by Mr. Church, 
one of the Council of the Medical Society. 


The inſect mentioned in Dr. White's paper 
is the Muſca Cibaria of Linnæus. The larva 
of it is found in old culinary ſubſtances, 

eſpecially 


% 
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eſpecially in old rotten cheeſe, and it ſeems 
highly probable that the patient had ſwal- 
WT lowed ſome of them with his food, which 
paſſed unhurt through the ſtomach, into the 
liver, after having entered by the biliary 
ducts. This I am the more readily induced 
to believe was the caſe from a circumſtance 
which happened to me in practice ſome years 
ago; a child diſcharged per anum, a live 
worm with feet, which proved to be the 
larva of the Phryganea grandis, or cadworm, 
uſed as a bait by anglers; now as this 1s an 
aquatic inſect, and feeds under water on other 
aquatic inſets, it is almoſt certain it muſt 
have been ſwallowed with ſome water, and 
paſſed unhurt through the inteſtinal tube till 
it was diſcharged. 


That the action of the ſtomach will not 
always kill inſects, is evident from the cir- 
cumſtance of the Aſcaris Lumbricoides living 
in it unhurt. The phalena pinguinalts allo 
not only lives but is nouriſhed, and under- 
goes ſeveral metamorphoſes in the ſtomach, 
ull at length it produces its moth. The 


worms diſcharged by Dr. White's patient, 
appear 
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appear to have been in the chryſalis ſtate, and 
though the circumſtance of their having feet 
and moving them is rather ſingular, as the 
pupt of moſt muſce are entirely motionlels, i 
yet as we know that the pup of ſome other 
inſets as grylli, blattæ, &c. have the ſame 
power, it is poſſible that ſome muſcæ poſlels 


it alſo. 


P. S. The ſuppoſition that theſe inſects 
were nouriſhed in the liver, and produced 
the diſeaſe under which the patient laboured, 
ſeems to be much ſtrengthened by a caſe re- 
lated by Dr. Thomas Bond, of Philadelphia, 
in Vol. I. of the London Medical Obſerva- 
tions and Inquiries, where he deſcribes a 
kind of leech of an uncommon ſize which 
had long had its reſidence in the liver of a 
patient, and was at length diſcharged per 
anum. 


A ſimilar caſe is likewiſe related by Mr. 


Paiſley, in Vol. II. of the Edinburgh Medi- 
cal Eſſays. 1 


ARTICLE 
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i, ARTICLE VIII. 


ne on the Efficacy of the Application of cold 
Mater to the extremities in a caſe obſti- 
nate conſtipation of the Bowels, with remarks 
W thereon, by WILLIAM FALCONER, M. D. 
s PF. R. S. and correſponding Member of the 
Medical Society of London. | 


Read April 23, 1787. 


A LADY about 28 years of age, daugh- 
ter of a gentleman of rank in Ireland, 

had the misfortune to loſe her huſband, with 
WW whom ſhe lived very happily, about two 
years before the time of her coming to Bath. 
Her concern on this occaſion, which was 
very great, produced ſeveral bad effects on 
her health, particularly a violent pain, re- 
ſembling a cramp, about the region of the 
ſtomach, which uſed to continue for ſeveral 
hours, and to go off rather ſuddenly, with a 
ſenſation, as ſhe deſcribed it, of ſomething 
burſting in the ſtomach ; after which ſhe 
could 
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could bring up air by gulps, which preſenth 
gave eaſe. Theſe paroxyſms uſed to attack 
her about once every eight or ten days, but 
the intervals were not regular, either as 0 
the number of days, or time of the day, 
The caufe immediately producing theſe fit 
of pain, could not be traced to any con. 
nection with any crrcumſtance in her regimen 
or manner of life, but they attacked her in. 
diſcriminately, whatever food or manner of 
life ſhe made uſe of. Although the pain wa 
exceſſive, her pulſe during the paroxyſm 
was in general ſcarcely quicker than natural, 
nor was there any thirſt or conſiderable in- 
creale of heat of the ſkin. Sometimes i 
was attended with ſickneſs and retching, but 
more frequently without thoſe fymptoms. 
Coſtiveneſs ſeemed not to be connected with 
the complaint; as it had ſeveral times come 
on when the body was regular, and even in 
a lax ſtate, though without purging. A ſtool, 
however, procured during the paroxyſm, 
ſeemed, as ſhe thought, to bring it ſooner to 
a termination: In the intervals of her dil 
arder ſhe' was tolerably eaſy and cheartul, 
and had a moderate appetite. For the pain- 

| ful 
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th Wu! and dangerous complaint above deſcribed, 
cc had tried a great variety of medicines, 
WB lifters had been repeatedly applied to the 
region of the ſtomach and abdomen, ipeca- 
yn, cuanha made into pills with the aromatic 
i; pill, and that of ſtorax, taken in ſmall quan- 
n ldtties, a compoſition I have ſeen of ſervice 
nin habitual cholics, was tried, but without 
effect. A ſtrong infuſion of caſcarilla, and 
of the Peruvian bark, under the idea of the 
diſeaſe being of a periodical nature was alſo 
W exhibited, but with as little ſucceſs as the 
other trials. Opiates had been adminiſtered 
both internally and in external application 
both in the intervals and alſo during the 
continuance of the pain, but without any 
other effect than ſome little temporary abate- 


ment, 


In the evening of the 15th of June 1783, 
the weather being then very warm, ſhe was 
ſeized with her uſual pain in a manner rather 
more violent than common, to alleviate 
which, a clyſter of the domeſtic kind was 
adminiſtered, which produced, as I was told, 
three ſmall ſtools in the courſe of the night. 
Next 
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Next morn, (June 16) when I ſaw her fir 
during this paroxyſm, her pain was very 
great, and continued ſo during the whole 
day, in ſpite of opiates adminiſtered both in: 
ternally and externally, and the free uſe of 
fomentations. Two clyſters were alſo in 
jetted, but without effect, as they neithet 


produced any evacuation, nor even came 
away themſelves, 


The next day (June 17) finding ſhe had 
paſled a very painful night, though without 
much fever, I directed a blyſter to be applied 
to the abdomen, and a clyſter of infuſion of 
warm herbs, with an ounce of the tinct. fœtida, 
be thrown up, and twenty grains of the pil. 
ſaponac. to be taken directly. In the even- 
ing, finding her ſtill without any evacuation 
by ſtool, though rather eaſier, I directed a 
purging mixture of infuſion of ſena, together 
with the tincture, to be taken every three 
hours. Next morn (June 18) ſhe was much 
worle in every reſpett. Her pain was more 
acute, a diſpoſition to vomit frequently had 
come on, and no evacuation by ſtool had 


been 9 
A cordial 
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A cordial mixture of the ſpirituous and 
imple mint waters was directed to be taken 
Wrcquently in ſmall quantities, and an infuſion 
1 af a drachm of tobacco leaves, directed to : 
e thrown up as a clyſter. About two 
clock the ſame day, when 1 viſited her 
gain, I found all the bad ſymptams aggra- 
Vated. Her vomiting was become nearly in- 
Neeſſant; no evacuation had been procured; 
Wand her pulſe had riſen to 108 in a minute, 
Which was the firſt material alteration I ob- 
ſerved in that circumſtance. Her urine was 
{mall in quantity, and red and turbid. Her 
[kin which before had been ſoft and clammy, 
was now hot and dry, and the pain, which 
which was before aching and pinching, now 
gave the ſenſation of burning, as if ſome 
heated body was in her ſtomach and bowels. 
In this ſituation I recommended firſt bleed- 
ing, and immediately after that operation 
was over, the application of cold water to 
the extremities ; but I added, that as it was 
a thing rarely. ventured on, and indeed 
not very generally known, and what I myſelf 
had no knowledge of from actual experience, 
that my opinion might be ſtrengthened by 
that 
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that of ſome other perſon, and defired Dr. 
Dobſon might be ſent or; | 


the bleeding, but thought it would be pro- 
per to try ſome other means before we ven. 
tured on the application of the cold water, 
She was accordingly bled to 3vni, and a 
purging mixture of infuſion of ſena and 
tincture of jalap directed to be taken, three 
fpoonfuls every three-hours ; which however 
was rejected immediately, as was a ſtrong 
folution of Rochelle ſalt admmiſtered in the 
fame manner. A clyſter of the decoct. com. 
with ſea ſalt was alſo injected but without 


The next morn, (June 19) all her ſymp- 
toms were aggravated, her cries and groans 
were now become inceſſant, and every mo- 


tion, however flight, encreaſed them to a 


ſhocking degree. The ſmoak of tobacco 
had been attempted to be thrown up, but 
without ſucceſs, though often tried. She 
was again bled to fix ounces, and two ſcru- 
ples of jalap were divided into two doſes, 
| | | and 


When the Doctor came he approved oli 


ws wa UI 
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„a one of them fwallowed, but immediately 
own up, as was an ounce of caſtor oil, and 
Venty grains of mercurius dulcis. Fomen- 
W:.tions had all along been frequently applied, 
Nut without much relief, or even temporary 


batement of the ſymptoms. 


When we viſited her next morn (June 20), 


all the ſymptoms were, if poſhble worſe. Dr. 


Pobſon now conſented, when, I confeſs, I 
Wcared it was too late, to make a trial of the 


cold water, as I had before propoſed. TO 


do this effectually was however no very eaſy - 


talk, as motion continued to give ſuch exqui- 


die pain. Nevertheleſs, with much trouble, 


ſhe was gently turned acroſs the bed, and 


her feet drawn over the ſide of it, and her 
back raiſed with pillows. An empty tub was 


amen put to receive her feet, and her hands 
were placed in a large empty baſon. Both 


= hands and feet were daſhed at the ſame in- 


ſtant with cold ſpring water, into which ſome 
common ſalt (in order to increaſe its cold- 
neſs) had been juſt thrown. This was con- 
tinued for the ſpace of three-or four minutes. 
She expreſſed no diſſatisfaction, but ſaid her 


; pain 
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Pain was rather abated, and that. ſhe fel: 
ſenſation of motion in her bowels, which (lf 
had not before done during the Preſen 
attack, and it was obſerved by her attendauſ 
that ſhe bore being moved back again ini 
bed rather better than before. When {þ 
had recovered her uſual warmth of temper | 
ature, which took place in about 1 5 minute He 
the ſame operation was repeated, and imme 
diately after it was over, ſhe ſaid that he 
pain began to abate, and that ſhe felt ſte 
ſhould ſoon have a ſtool, which immediate) 
followed, and was ſucceeded by many mori 
plentiful evacuations of the ſame kind. AM 

her ſtools came away, her pain and vomiting u 
grew milder, and leſs frequent, but the pro 
fuſeneſs of the diſcharge weakened her 
much, that her life appeared to be nearly Mee 
in as much danger from the exceſs of the Wiſh 
evacuation, as it had been before from is 


obſtruction. 


Cold ſweats were almoſt inceſſant, and 
frequent faintings came on during the ſpace 
of two days after the commencement of the 
diſcharge taking place, Wine, however, 

| * 
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ind other nouriſhing food frequently taken, 
Wupported her under the violence of the 
Lacuation, by the aſſiſtance of which her 
rength in a few days began to return, Her 
ody in a ſhort time became regular, and ſhe 
ad no return of the pain in her bowels, to 
Which ſhe had been before ſubject, but her 
Wealth continued weak, her ſpirits low, and 
err ſtrength dimmiſhed; but ſcarcely I think, 
o much as might have been expected from 
chat ſhe had undergone. The ſoreneſs of 
ae belly, which during the continuance of 
che obſtruction of her bowels, was very great, 
cnt off in three or four days, but her appe- 

Jute was but ſmall, and her ſtomach flatulent. 
In about a fortnight after the above com- 
Wplaint, ſhe went to Briſtol hot-wells, and 
continued there about two months, during 
= whch time I ſaw her twice; but ſhe had not 
during that time any return of the cholicky 
diſorder. From Briſtol ſhe went to Ireland, 
where in a few months ſhe died, but whether 
from a return of her diſorder of the bowels, 
l | am not informed. 
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Remarks on the preceding Cafe. 


| The caſe above related, affords an unequilſ 
vocal proof of the good ſucceſs of the appli 


cation of cold water to the extremities in 


moſt obſtinate conſtipation of the bowel 
attended with exquiſite pain, fever, and pro- 
bably a conſiderable degree of local inflam. 
mation. It appears plainly from the for 
going narrative, which is related with al 
poſſible accuracy, that the ſituation and cir. 
cumſtances of the patient were very unpro-Wil 
miſing. No abſolute ſigns of mortification 
had indeed appeared, but every ſymptonMl 
ſeemed to indicate that ſuch a termination off 
the diſorder was upon the verge of taking 
place. This circumſtance is highly materi 
to be noted, as it teaches us not to deſpai i 
of ſucceſs from ſuch. an application, at any 
period of the complaint, even when attended 
with the moſt diſcouraging ſymptoms, pro 
vided no ſigns of mortification have a? 
peared. - 


Many reaſons however concur to recon 


mend the uſe of this remedy, before the di- 
cal: Wi 
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aſe has proceeded to ſuch a length as in 
e preſent caſe, if ſuch trial be in our 
Power. The application would no doubt 
ave been at leaſt equally ſafe, had it been 
ied forty-eight hours before, and its chance 
t ſucceeding probably greater, as the com- 
laint was leſs advanced. Another conſider- 
Wtion equally important is, the danger of 
ringing a large accumulation of purgative 
W:cdicines into action at the ſame inſtant, 

hich will probably be the caſe, if we wait 
Intil the diſeaſe be far advanced. The im- 
ediate effect of the cold application ſeems 
be, to rouſe the bowels from a torpid and 
dolent ſtate into action, and to inpart to 


Wazardous then muſt it be to have the force 
f ſeveral (probably ſome very ſtrong) pur- 
Watives all exerted at one time ? In the pre- 
ent caſe the life of the patient was proba- 
ly ſaved by the purgatives that were given 
the mouth being thrown up. Had they 
Wemained and combined their force with 
Wole that were injected in clyſters, it is more 
an probable ſhe muſt have ſunk under it. 
eit was, it required the moſt unremitted at- 
G 2 tention 


em tone and power of contraction. How - 
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| tention for nearly forty-eight hours to ſup 
port her with the ſtrongeſt cordials of thi 
nutritious kind, under ſo profuſe an evacuſ 

ation, which probably was excited only HH 
the clyſters which remained undiſchargel 
It would be prudent therefore, when thi 
application may be tried, and provided, ali 
will probably be the caſe, that many purg«-Wil 
tive medicines have been previouſly adm 
niſtered, and continue (however inactive they 
may for a while be) in the body, to have nl 
readineſs ſome warm cordial of the nourih-Wi 
ing kind, as bread panada, rice-gruel, ſag, 

and ſuch like, together with warm negu,i 
mulled wine, &c. for the patient to take ol 
frequently during the courſe of the evacus 
tion; for the diſcharge will probably be lo 
ſudden, and ſo profuſe, as to hazard imme. 


diate diſſolution, if this precaution be na 


carefully attended to. 


I was under ſome concern on account 0 
the tobacco clyſter which remained in tht 
body three days. The violent, and eve" 
poiſonous effects of tobacco upon animil 
life, gave me ſome fears leſt ſuch an infuſion, 


continuing 
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ontinuing ſo long undiſcharged, might pro- 
Juce ſome miſchievous effects. But this 
Wlyſter was diſcharged with the other ſtools, 
Without cauſing any ſymptoms that could be 
cribed to it. | 


It is not meant to be concealed, that the 
Wrial of the above remedy was principally 
Wuggeſted to me by a well-known paper of 
WDocor Stevenſon's, in the ſecond part of 
Whe fifth volume of the Edinburgh Medical 
WEfays. Two caſes in point are there related 
which encouraged me to adviſe the experi- 
Wnent to be made. The Doctor there in- 
orms us that ſome perſon, not of the pro- 
eſſion, having read in a looſe leaf of ſome 
Id book, that an obſtinate conſtipation of 
the bowels had been removed by throwing 
cold water on the feet, put it into practice 
Win Holland on an acquaintance of his, and 
Wo! che Doctor's, in a caſe of that kind, that 

had proved obſtinate to all Dr. Boer- 

haave's applications for ſeveral days. He 

adds that he was at ſome pains to ſearch for 
the author of this hint, but could find no- 
ming like it, ſave the account that Braſſavo- 
G 3 lus 
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lus gives of Savanarola's curing the Dult | 


of Ferrara of a three days conſtipation hy 
making him walk barefooted on a cold wg 
marble floor. 


But traces that might lead to ſuch a prac. 
tice may be found even in authors of high 
antiquity.. Hippocrates * adviſes the exter. 
nal application of cold water in the tetanuz, 
and in convulſive complaints, which Van 
Swieten obſerves, are attended with obſti 

nate 


* Hippocr. Aphor. Sect. V. 21. De humidorum uſi 
XI. 16. 


The following caſe from Hippocrates which I met wit 
ſince this paper was ſent to the Society, is very applicabl 
to the preſent ſubject. A woman in good health an 
corpulent, having taken a medicine with a view of pro. 
moting pregnancy, was ſeized with pain in the ſtomach, 
and tormina of the inteſtines, together with enlargement o 
the abdomen. Her breath was obſtructed, and a great de 
jection of ſpirits accompanied the pain. She had thrown 
up ſome blood by vomiting, and had five times fainted 
away in ſuch a manner, as to be, to all appearance dead: 
ſhe had vomited by means of cold water, but without am 
relief of her pain, or difficulty of reſpiration, Abou 

; thirty 
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nate ſpaſm and great pain and inflammation 
of the bowels. Alexander Trallianus gave 
cold water, as drink, in cholics ariſing, as he 
ſays, from hot and bilious humours, where 
the vital parts remained uninjured, and in- 
jected clyſters of the ſame, a practice that I 
have been informed by an eminent phyſician 
that he has ſucceſsfully imitated in caſes of 
obſtinate coſtiveneſs, and which was, he in- 
formed me, tried, with advantage, upon the 
late Sir Hans Sloane, towards the latter part 


of his life. 
Crato 


thirty amphoræ of cold water were poured upon her, and 
this was the only thing that appeared to give relief. After 
this a large quantity of bile was diſcharged by ſtool, where- 
as, as long as the pain continued, nothing would paſs. 

The patient recovered.” | 
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Crato“, an eminent perſon in Medici 


ſcience, but concerning whoſe date I an 


not informed, and Valeſcus di Taranta, wh 


lived about the year 1387, both performe 
great cures in pains of the bowels by apply: 


ing linen cloths, dipt in cold water, to the 


abdomen. Septalius , likewiſe an author of 
later date aviſes cold water to be given inter. 
nally in violent cholicky complaints, and re. 
lates a remarkable cure, that he performed 


by theſe means upon a Spaniſh nobleman Wi 
in the moſt deſperate circumſtances. Hoff. 
man likewile tells us, that in the warmer cli 
mates, as in Italy, and eſpecially in the 


neighbourhood of Rome, cooling applica. 


tions, and eſpecially cold water, is found by 


experience to be the moſt efficacious remedy, 
Amatus likewiſe, and Zacutus Luſitanus, 
adviſe not only cold water, but the uſe of 
ice alſo, in the bilious cholic. 


Hoffman alſo deſcribes a caſe which 
happened at Leipſick, wherein he himſelf 
was 


* Quoted from ones de inteſtinorum doloribus. 
+ Ibidem Hoffmanni. 


4 * de inteſtinor. 3 Obſerv. V. 


Medical Society of "London. 89 


as concerned, of a lady, who, after having 
Jed in vain all the uſual remedies in the 
Wnoſt violent pains of the bowels, was at 
Wt adviſed by the phyſician that attended 
er, together with Dr. Hoffman, to make a 
rial of cold water, taken internally, which 
produced a plentiful perſpiration, which was 
Wucceeded by quiet ſleep, and a compleat 
relief of all the painful ſymptoms. The 
ſame phyſician aſſured Dr. Hoffman that he 
had applied, and commonly with the beſt 
ſucceſs, linen cloths dipped in cold water. 
From a review of the above I am inclined to 
W think that the uſe of this remedy is beſt 
adapted, if not confined, to ſuch caſes as are 
attended with fever and inflammation, and 
particularly with heat of the ſkin. The effect 
of the cold application probably depends 
upon the ſhock produced by the fudden 
change of temperature, and where this dif- 
terence is not pretty conſiderable, it is pro- 
bable it will be of little ſervice. I ſhall not 
here enter into any argument concerning its 
mode of operation, or whether its action 
may be conſidered in the light of a tonic 
limulant, or as a ſedative, but which ſoever 


of 
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of theſe opinions be adopted, I apprehen 
the effect muſt be proportioned in a god 
meaſure to the heat of the body, and thi 
alteration produced in the temperatur 
thereof, by the application of the cold water, i 
Hippocrates, who lived himſelf in a warn 
climate, ſpeaks of the middle of ſummer «i 
the beſt time of year for the trial of cold 
water in the tetanus. Alexander Trallianu 
confines its uſe to ſuch cholics as ariſe fron 
hot bilious humours, probably meaning ſuch 
as are attended with heat and inflammation, 
and eſpecially in the ſummer ſeaſon. Zacu i 
tus Luſitanus and Septalius both ſpeak of 


cold water as a remedy proper to be tried i 


i ' incipient inflammations attended with 
great heat and fever, and Hoffman himſel Bl 
thinks it particularly proper in the bilious 


fevers attended with cholic, that occur in 


hot climates. It is not unworthy of remark I 
that the caſe recorded by Dr. Stevenſon, as 
well as that above-deſcribed, happened at 
the warmeſt ſeaſon of the year: Dr. Steven. 
ſon's commencing on the ſeventh of July, 


and that zbove-deſcribed upon the fifteenth 
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of June, and when the weather was very 


i will be proper, when a trial of this re- 
| medy ſhall be made, to caution the attend- 
WS ants againſt any ill-placed timidity in uſing 
water, not of the proper degree of coldneſs. 
The efficacy of the application depends on 
its making a ſudden and active impreſſton, 
which is only to be effected by a conſider- 
able degree of cold. So far therefore ſhould 
we be from any reſerve in this reſpect, that 
m warm weather, we ſhould not only employ 
the coldeſt ſpring water we can procure, but 
even encreaſe that quality by artificial means. 
In the inſtance above-deſcribed, the apphca- 
tion of the cold water was made to the ex- 
tremities, but in ſome of the other accounts 
the abdomen was the part on which this 
remedy was tried. Which of theſe modes of 
uſing it, is to be preferred, I cannot deter- 
mine. Perhaps they may be equally effec- 
tual. The feet and hands ſeem more con- 
venient if the patient can bear to be moved, 
and lixewiſe afford the beſt opportunity for 
repeating the impreſſion of cold, by pouring 

on 
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on freſh ſtreams of water; but if this canny 


be put into practice, cloths, dipt in col | 
water, may be laid on the abdomen and fre. Wi 


quently changed. It appears not improbaiſ 
ble that the vitriolic or nitrous æther, both 


of which produce a conſiderable degree of i 


cold by their quick evaporation, might be 
employed with advantage. If uſed with thi 
intention, it ſhould be poured on the abdo- 
men, and juſt ſpread over it, and ſuffered 
to evaporate without the part to which it i 
applied, being covered up. It has the ad- 
vantage of producing a very ſudden, as well 
as conſiderable degree of cold, and of not 
wetting the bed-cloaths. Whether it may 
benefit the patient by any virtues of the 
anodyne kind which it may be ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs, when uſed in this way, I do not de- 
termine, but leave that hint to the empirics 
with whom æther under various diſguiſes has 
long been a fayourite medicine. 


ARTI- 
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On the Efficacy of the Gummi rubrum aſtrin- 
gens Gambienſe (or as ſome term it the Gum- 
mi Kino) in intermittent fevers, and certain 
preternatural diſcharges. In a letter to 
Dr. LETTSOMu, from ANTHONY FOTHER- 
GILL, M. D. Sc. 


WW PLURIMA QUE ADHUC DESUNT, SUPPLEAT ETAS.“ 
Read October 16, 1786. 


Dear SIR, 

1 HAVE not been unmindful of your re- 

queſt, and if the following paper ſhould 
prove ſuitable to your intended publication, 
it is entirely at your diſpoſal. The inquiry 
was begun at the entreaty of our late excel- 
lent friend Dr. J. Fothergill, who firſt intro- 
duced this new aſtringent gum into our ma- 
teria medica, and whoſe account of it, as com- 


municated in the firſt volume of the London 
Inquiries, 


| Peruvian bark, it ſeemed not unreaſonableto 


— 
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Inquiries, is the only one extant ; at leaſt that Nu 
has yet come to my knowledge. Having 
minuted down, agreeable to his requeſt, ſuch 
obſervations as occurred to me, I afterward; 
communicated the reſult. The former paper 
which I ſent him, and which is now miſſing, 
contained ſeveral experiments on its chemi- 
cal and pharmaceutical properties. The 
preſent one gives ſome account of its medi. 
cinal virtues. 


= = 


r 


— 


As the G. Gambienſe contains an aroma - 
tic combined with an aſtringent quality, and 
therefore in ſome degree approaches to the 


ſuppoſe that it might poſſibly in ſome caſes, 
ſupply its place, eſpecially where ceconomy 
is no ſmall object, as in hoſpital practice, and 
amongſt the poorer ſort of patients in gene- 
ral. The Gum being not only conſiderably 
cheaper than the bark, but alſo much lels 
liable to ſophiſtication. The principal caſes 
in which it was tried were intermittent fevers, 
and preternatural diſcharges. In ſome in- 
ſtances it ſucceeded far beyond my hopes, in 
others it diſappointed my expectation. But 

the 
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the general reſult (of whichthe following is an 
inpartial account) at leaſt intitles it to fur- 


ther examination. 


— 
CASE L 


ANN MUSKETT, aged 18, of a robuſt 
| habit, was ſeized in the autumn of the 
W year 1767, with a quotidian ague. The pa- 
roxyſms were ſevere, always returning at 
midnight, attended with hiccup, and violent 

pain in her head, and through her body. 
After ſhe had tried the bark, and ſome other 
medicines at home for about two months 
© without effect, ſhe came to the Northamp- 
ton hoſpital, and was admitted an out-patient 
under my care. I recommended tinct. gum. 
Lambiens. prepared with proof ſpirit ; in the 
tollowing method : 


— 


R. Gum. rubr. Aſtring. Gambiens. pulv. Zij. 
Sp. vini ten. Ibj. 
Digere dies ſex & cola. 


A ſimilar tincture I am glad to find, has 
at length been adopted into the new edition 
of 


fan - © AA <A SI 
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ſumed will be found much ſuperior to the 5 
tinctura japonica: half an ounce to be taken if 


ſymptoms. After an emetic ſhe took every 
four hours a ſcruple of the gum. gambien. in 


the gum is given in ſubſtance.) But on the 
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of the Edinburgh Diſpenſary, which it is pre 


an hour before the fit in a draught of het 
tea, and to be repeated every four hour 


during the intermiſſion. The fits ſoon be. 


came milder, and the tincture was continued, 
In about a month, the ague wholly diſap- 
peared, and ſhe was diſmiſſed with an 1njunc- 
tion to return in caſe of a relapſe, but as ſhe 
continued free from complaints, the found 
no occaſion to reviſit the hoſpital. 


'CASE Il 


SARAH CULL, aged 14, of a ſound 
conſtitution, was admitted Dec. 17, 1767, 
for a quotidian ague, which ſhe had had 
about ſix weeks, attended with the uſual 


herb tea. It occaſioned no ſickneſs or nau- 
ſea (which ſometimes indeed happens when 


8 — __ — — —— — — Bai ern ws rr 


contrary, 
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- contrary, her appetite during its ule, daily 

W improved. The ague ceaſed in leſs than ten 

W Gays, and ſhe was diſmiſſed cured. £ 


NEW , | 
CASE uw. 


= ANN POOL, ans; 37, of a very fee- 9 
ble conſtitution, had for ſeveral years ben 
afflicted with hyſteric ſymptoms, for which | 
ſhe became an hoſpital patient, Auguſt 15, 
W 1767, and was in fix weeks conſiderably. re- 
lieved by extr. cort. peruv. & ſp. vol. fœtid. 
But what ſeemed remarkable, ſhe was, during = 
liberal courſe of the bark, ſeized with a ter- 
W tian intermittent, againſt which the grand 7 
ſebrifuge (as it is commonly termed) appeared 4 
6 have loſt its wonted efficacy. In its place = 
WJ therefore, I ordered her half a dram of the 
Wy gum. gambien. to be taken every four hours 
between the paroxyſins, without any previous 
W emetic. This ſhe continued about a month 
when the ague left her, and ſhe was diſ- 
charged. It may not be improper alſo to 
add, that the daily uſe of the bark; and after- 
VOL. H wards 
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Wards of the aſtringent gum did not at all iſ 
interrupt the regular return of the catamena 
at the uſual period. A circumſtance which 
I have ſometimes obſerved in other caſc; WW 
during the uſe of powerful aſtringents, and 


ſeems not unworthy of attention. 


—ͤ —— — — — 
CAS E IV. 


JONATHAN WILLES, middle aged, 
was admitted an hoſpital patient, Dec. 5th, 
1767, having laboured under a tertian ague 
for nine months, for which he had taken 
bark about three months, but without any 
laſting benefit. The diſeaſe was attended 
with a ſevere cough. After an emetic of 
antimonial wine, I directed half an ounce of 
tinct. gambien. in warm linſeed tea every four 
hours, and a common linctus to be taken 
occaſionally when the cough was trouble. 
ſome. The ague entirely diſappeared in leſs 
than a month, but the cough which had been 
of long ſtanding ſtill continued, though in a 
leſs degree; at length, however, it yielded to 
country air, and ſuitable medicines. 


1 — _—_ „ — — 


CASE 
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CASE v. 


ELIZ. BROUGHTON, aged about 40, 
was admitted May 7, 1768, for a tertian ague 
of a month ſtanding. An emetic was or- 
dered, and the tinct. gambien. as in the pre- 
ceding caſes. The ague' left her in three 
weeks, but returned the week following. On 
repeating the medicine, ſhe ſoon recovered 
without ſufferin g any further relapſe. 


CASE VI. 


THOMAS HALL, aged 20, was received 
into the hoſpital,” Nov. 21, 176, for a tertian 
of ſix weeks ſtanding, accompanied with the 
ordinary ſymptoms. I ordered a vomit, and 
afterwards a ſcruple of g. gambien. in herb 
tea every three hours, and in three weeks he; : 
Was HG cured,” | 


H 2 CASE 
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CASE VII 


JOHN LUCK, middle aged, and of «if 
fickly conſlitution, was admitted Decem. 3, 
1767, for an obſtinate intermittent, under b: 
which he had laboured for ſeveral months 
during which it had aſſumed various types, iſ 
and of late had become totally irregular. 
After an antimonial emetic, the tin&t. gam. 
bien. was given between the fits as above. 
By which means the diſeaſe became much leſs 
ſevere, but ſtill the paroxyſms returned at 
irregular periods, notwithſtanding the medi- 
cine was continued almoſt two months. 
Tint. cort. peruv. was now given in its ſtead, 
and an antimonial ſudorific during the parox- 
yſm, nor had theſe any better ſucceſs; for 
the ague continued as obſtinate as ever, dur- i 
ing the remaining winter, and even till the 
ſpring was conſiderably advanced, when it 
went off ſpontaneouſly ; rather perhaps in 
conſequence of the genial warmth of the ſea- 
ſon, than real utility derived from any of the 
medicines. Hence the wonderful cures of 
* 1 attributed to a variety of 

| | the 
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W the moſt abſurd and inſignificant remedies, 
nerely in conſequence of the noſtrum being 
| Aer: at this ee ee ag. In 53 


* 
* 1 
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O0 As E VIII. 


ELIZ. GADSDON, aged a 30, of 1 
very ſlender habit, had long laboured under 
an irregular ague, which had been repeatedly 
ſuppreſſed by the cortex, but ſtill returned, 
and of late had aſſumed the quartan type. 
She was admitted, Nov. 21, 1767. An 
emetic was firſt given, and afterwards the 
W tin. gambienſ. every three hours during the 
intermiſſion, This ſhe continued for the 
ſpace of three weeks, when ſhe was diſmiſſed 


W cured. 


CASE 1X. TEL 


HAN. POWELL, r 40 years of n age, 
and of a delicate conſtitution, was admitted 
December 5, 1768, having laboured under an 
obſtinate quartan a whole year, which had 
H 3 reſiſted 
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reſiſted the bark, and various other medi, Wi 
cines. What was, remarkable in this ague, iſ 
the fit always begun in the ſoles of her feet; 
after which it gradually aſcended to her 
head. An hour before the approach of the 
returning fit, I ordered her an emetic of 
vinum antimoniale, and about fix drams of 
the tinct. gamb. to be taken in an infuſion of 
mint every four hours during the apyrexia, 
The ague diſappeared in about five weeks, 
and ſhe was diſcharged; but ſhe had not been 
many days abſent before ſhe relapſed. Upon 
which, the tinQure was repeated for a fort. 
night. longer, when the ague again diſap- 
peared, but did not n return. 


Ly " 
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CASE X. 


JOB WRIGHTON, aged about 40, of a 
ſlender habit, was admitted Dec. 19, 1768, 
for a ſtubborn quartan of the autumnal kind, 
for which he had taken bark without ſuc- 
cels. After a common emetic, the tind. 
gambien. was adminiſtered as above, by 
which the fits became much milder, till the 

weather 


ny 0 
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Leather grew extremely cold, when the diſ- 
caſe increaſed, and all the ſymptoms were. 
W aggravated. The bark was again tried with 
n addition of crude ſal ammon. but the 
W cue continued to gain ground, and from a 
W quartan became a quotidian. Now the emetic 
Vas repeated, and likewiſe increaſed doſes of 
me tin. gambien. An antimonial diapho- 
Wretic was alſo adminiſtered an hour before 
che fit. The paroxyſms grew ſhorter, and 
me diſcaſe ſoon yielded to this method — 
out any ſublequent relapſe. | 


CASE XL 


W. MAYE, aged 24, of a ſlender habit, 
having about the beginning of Dec. 1767, 
WT juſt recovered from a jaundice, was ſeized 
vich an obſtinate quartan ague. The parox- 
yſms were long, and ſevere, but not accom- 
panied with any unuſual ſymptoms. An 
emetic was firſt exhibited, and afterwards half 
a dram of the g. gambien. in a draught of 
berb tea, every four hours. Before he had 
4 an the twelfth: doſe, the ague vaniſhed, 
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and though from that time he diſcontinue 0 
the medicine, it did r not return. | 
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CAS E XI. 


RICH. ALLEN, a robuſt man, aged 40 
was admitted Jan. 28, 1769, for an autumn |} 
quartan, which had continued obſtinate ih 
above four months. The cold fit generally 
laſted full three hours, during which, hi 
appetite was voracious, and he eagerly de. 
voured not only his own food, but alſo tha 
of the other patients, when he could get i. 
The rigor was ſucceeded by a very ſever 
hot fit, which continued ſeveral hours. Aſter 
an emetic, he took half a dram of the g. gam. 
bienſe every four hours, during the inter. 
miſſion. The ſymptoms abated, and at 
length ceaſed for about ten days, and then Wi 
returned with greater violence. The emetic WW 
was now repeated, double doſes of the gum WW 
were adminiſtered, and an anodyne pill with 
extr, thebaic. at the beginning of the hot fit. 
The paroxyſms from this time became milder, 
his appetite more moderate, and in about 
| three 
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iree weeks longer, the ague entirely diſap- 
W.-accd. It may not be improper to obſerve, 
hat in ſome other obſtinate agues, which 
ave occurred fince, wherein the hot fit was 
uended with acute pains in the head, or 
Whrough the body, an opiate was given at the 
pproach of this ſecond ſtage of the paroxyſin 
ich good effect. It ſeldom failed to allevi- 
ee the ſymptoms by exciting a copious. per- 
piration, ſucceeded by a placid, and refreſh- 
Wing ſleep. This method, however diſſonant 
V ancient maxims, is now ſufficiently eſtab- 
Wiſhed by the experienced Dr. Lind, in his 
valuable obſervations on diſeaſes of hot cli- 
Wrnates, | | 


nnn the preceding caſes, no auxiliary medi- 
eines were employed, except thoſe which 
have been ſpecified, nor indeed was there 
nuch need of them, as the gum alone, after 
che uſe of an emetic, generally anſwered 
every intention of cure. The authenticity 
of theſe caſes (being chiefly hoſpital ones) 
Way at any time be confirmed, by compar- 
: ing the above extracts with the regiſter kept 
Inn the hoſpital book. 


The 
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The fuccels of the aſtringent gum in ſom 
of the preceding inſtances, and particular 1 
where the peruvian bark had failed, ma 
ſerve to ſhew that it is not undeſerving 4 I 
attention of practitioners. It is by no mean; iſ 
however, offered to their conſideration as 
ſpecific in intermittents. Nor muſt it be con. 
cealed, that in three later caſes, which ſeemed i 
in no wile different from ſome of the fore: 
going ones, 1t entirely fruſtrated my hope, 
and the cortex afterwards, though not with. 
out much difficulty, performed a cure. 


I 


In preternatural diſcharges, the gum gam. 
bienſe has been tried with various ſucceſs 
To tranſcribe the hiſtories at large would 
extend this paper to an immoderate length, 
Let it ſuffice therefore to obſerve in general, 
that in profuſe diſcharges of the catamenia, 
it has ſometimes afforded ſignal relief. Like- 
wiſe in recent diarrhæas, and dyſenteries, 
after the neceſſary preparative evacuations. 
A youth of 14, who from infancy had been 
troubled with an incontinency of urine, was 
remarkably relieved by the daily uſe of the 
gum made into an eleQary with ſyr. e me- 
8 


= r ww  R9PXFMk: 


In 


Medical Society of London. 167 


nn the fluor albus, it has hitherto generally 
iappointed my expectation. In one caſe 
ea chronic dyſentery; in another of a dia- 
etes; and in a third of a ſeminal weakneſs, 
t was tried a long time with no better ſucceſs. 
. juſtice to the medicine, however, it ought 
o be obſerved, that the two former caſes 


nd at length terminated fatally: the latter 
emained far from being cured. But on what 

article in the Materia Medica can we rely, 
here the internal organs are decayed, or 


occaſion ſilently to lament the inefficacy of 
our moſt celebrated remedies, and candidly to 
acknowledge the imperfection of our art! 


Such at leaſt are the real ſentiments of 


Dear Sir, 
your ſincere friend, 
A, FOTHERGILL. 
Bath, Sept. 24, 1786, 


ARTICLE 


afterwards baffled a variety of other remedies, 


ave entirely loſt their natural tone? How 
often. in ſuch untoward caſes, have we not - 


n r | 
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ARTICLE - 


An Account of a Caſe *of a Tetanus faces ful | | 
treated by the Uſe of Calomel, Bark, Wine, a 
the Cold Bath; in a Lerter from Mr. Jom 2 
Tao. SHOAFT, Student of Medicine at A 
NAPOLIS, 2 Dr. BENJAMIN RUs H, of Pk: 
LADELPHIA. Communicated by Dr. Rusy 


in a Letter 75 J C. LETTSOM, M. D. &. 


Read December 3, 178) 


bee a preſumption that your human 

will be pleaſed at being informed that iii 
fellow creature at this moment; perhaps 
owes the bleſſings of life and health to youll 
diſcoveries, I have taken the liberty to i 
trude on your time, the relation of a caſe d 
tetanus, whoſe happy termination is ſufficient 
to eſtabliſh the mode of practice recom 
mended by you in this diſorder.* 


To Dr. Murray, of Annapolis, my precep 
tor, under whoſe care I imbibed my earliel 
idea 

-* Memoirs of the Medical Society, Vol. I. page 65: 


| Medical Society of London. 109 
4 eas of medicine, an application was made 
Wy 2 gentleman, whoſe negro boy, as he ex- 
Wreſſed it, was lying at death's door, with 
a lock jaw, ariſing from a wound in his 
foot.” I mentioned to the doctor your 
echod of cure. He * e and | 
rrected me to Pane it it. 


The gentleman lived ſome miles from this 
Wity, and conceived the caſe ſo far beyond 
e power of medicine, that he thought it un- 
eceſſary the boy ſhould be viſited, and only 
Wiſhed ſuch medicines and advice as might 
Wc thought proper, from his report of the 
27 omplaint, to be given to him. This, with 
ne other reaſons, prevented my ſeeing the 
atient during the diſeaſe, though very much 
Wicreſted in the event, as I had been a wit- 
s to the melancholy termination of ſome 
er caſes of this nature, in which opium, 
Warm, and cold bathing, had been employed 
WP the utmoſt extent propoſed by the lateſt. 

nd beſt authors upon. this ſubject. I wrote 
d the gentleman freely at the time the ap- 
ET ication was made, and begged him to pay 
eention to the ſymptoms and the effects of 

the 


the courſe propoſed. He has ſince very jul 
litely and ſenſibly given me an accurate d 
ſcription of the caſe, and anſwered with cu 
dor all the queſtions I propoſed to him. | 


bu £53 wy wy 


A negro boy, about thirteen years of ag 
deſcended from healthy parents; of a rob 
conſtitution, and not ſubject to intermittent 
fevers, which prevail in that part of thi 
country in which he lives, and who, fron 
his infancy, had been expoſed to the hard 
ſhips of a Maryland negro, by accident oi 
the 29th of May run a large ſplinter into hi 
foot, near the inſertion of the flexor prini 
internodii policis pedis : it penetrated a con. 
ſiderable depth, and was in part extracted, 
but with difficulty, by ſome of the family. 
Little blood iſſued from the wound, which 
remained painful four or five days, without 
any appearance of ſuppuration, and ſcarce 
any of tumefaction; when by a ſecond at 
tempt, the remaining part was extracted, and 
the wound immediately healed. Some dap 
elapſed without any complaint from the pa 
tient, or any attention from the. family 
June 10, he complained of a rigidity in tht 

| | ſmall 


— 
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all of his back, with ſlight ſpaſms extend- 

: g to the ſhoulders (particularly confined 

WD this tract). 11th, be complained of ex- 
-me pain, and the ſpine was a little bowed. 
2th, the ſpaſms extended to the neck, and 
e had a difficulty in deglutition. His maſter 
. pplied a bliſter to the back of his neck, 
hich ſeemed to afford ſome relief; how- 
er, in the courſe of the two following days, 
e whole body was in a ſtate of rigidity. 
he jaws became clenched in ſuch a manner, 
What it was with great difficulty anything could 
We got into the mouth. The ſpaſms recurred 
ich violence and: rapidity; the ſenſorium 
Wt times was much diſordered; yet, in the 
omentary intermiſſions of convulſions, he 
xpreſled in the ſtrongeſt terms his ſenſe of 
uonger. His belly was bound, and he had 


o diſcharge of faces for three days, although 
Liections had been adminiſtered night and 
Wnorning. June 14th. This was the ſtate of 
Je patient when application was made for 
aſſiſtance, when the following medicines 
ere ordered: 


. Calom. ppt. gr. x. fla. ſumend. et repet. hora 
| quarta ft alvi ſolutio non ſuperven. 
He 
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mouth was a little ſore. He continued te 


able daily. On the 2 iſt the maſter informel 


| fame courſe, and to uſe a rich invigorating 


* 


He 151 two e which procured fou 
dejections. There was no alteration in deli 
recurrence of the ſpaſms, and no deliriug b 
this night. 15th, took eight teaſpoonful a 
bark, and a pint of Madeira wine, and wu 
bathed three times in cold water; he tod 
likewiſe one grain of opium at bed tine 
Symptoms not increaſed; dozed a little thi 
the night. 16th. Complained of ſore * mou 
and gums, took ten doſes of the bark, hadi 
pint of wine, was bathed as before and tool 
a grain of opium at bed time. 17th. TM 
ſpaſms were not ſo frequent, and the muſcla 
of 'the jaws were ſomewhat relaxed. Hi 


bark, wine, and cold bath, without the pill a 
bed time. Appearances grew more favour- 


us the boy grew ſo much better as to ſit up 
though he was not perfectly relieved from 
the convulſions, and had ſtill a flight rigidity 
in his jaws. He was directed to continue the 


diet 


If this aroſe from the mercury, and the cold bath wi 
continued after, is it not a proof that they may lometns 
be uſed together ? | 
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et for a week longer: when I had the pleaſure 
oc being acquainted, by a very polite letter, 
hich contains in ſubſtance what I have re- 
Wed copetting this caſe, char the patient was 
rn perfect health and that a total deſquama- 
on of the i oe taken Jus: 


n the firſt ane 1 direted an inciſion 
WT into the part wounded and ſome ſtimulating 
WT application to be uſed; but this'was omitted. 
fre cold bath was continued for ten minutes 
A at a time, and applied by pouring buckets of 
cold water over the head, after which the 

patient was well rubbed and put to bed. The 
TL pleaſure I experienced in the ſucceſs that 
(ended this caſe has, if poſſible, more firmly 
impreſſed the opinions I had readily em- 
braced from your publication on this ſubject. 
Its cauſe is certainly debility, and its cure 
muſt depend on thoſe remedies which moſt 
poverfully obviate it. 


I am, Sir, 


AI 
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your humble ſervant, 


JOHN THO: SHOAFT. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


An 4 of a, Caſe of "FER ſucceſsful 
treated by the Uſe of Calomel, Bark, and Wine; Wl 


in a Letter from Dr. CoxNt11vs Con vn 
HAM of VIRGINIA, 70 the Hon. Gzorx Wl 
Maso, Ey. Member of the Convention ꝗ 
the United States, aſſembled in PH1Lavi i 
 PHIA, 1787. Communicated by Dr. BEN 
Rus, zo J. C. LETTSOMu. M. D. &c. 


Read Dec. 3d and 17th, 1787. 


DAR SIR, et 
A the communication of the following 
caſe may be of uſe to the public, | 
hope you will excuſe the trouble J give you 
in requeſting you to ſhew it to Dr. Benjamin iſ 
Ruſh, who is at liberty to make what uſe he 
may think proper of it. 
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On the 18th of May, I was ſent for to 
negro boy of yours, ten, years of age, and 
of a robuſt make. He had loſt the uſe ol | 
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oi limbs (as the overſeer expreſſed it) three 
=: | Bur days before, and was now all over 
Wrigid, except his arms, and he had been 


coſtive from the very beginning of the diſ- 
order. I immediately gave him fifteen grains 
Jof calomel, and had thoughts of ufing the 


Warm bath and opium; but having lately 


read a piece of Dr. Ruſh's son the cure of the 
eetanus by bark and wine; from the reaſoning 


dere uſed, I did not heſitate to put his mode 


in practice, and directed, if the calomel did 
not operate in two or three hours, to give 
him a drachm of the bark, in a glaſs of port 
Vine every two hours. 20th. He had a 
plentiful ſtool, after which he appeared to 
be much eaſter. 21ſt. I ſaw him again, when 
be could move his head from fide to fide, 
Wl though the ſtiffneſs elſewhere was much as 
before. I directed a doſe of ſalts for him the fol- 
loving morning, provided he had not a ſtool 
before that time. 22d. He complained of a 
breneſs of his mouth and throat, and on ex- 
WI 2mination, the inſide of his cheeks and ton- 
b, were found to be ulcerated. Remarking 
4 that Dr. Ruſh adviſes the railing an inflam- 
nmatory diatheſis in this diſorder, I was not 
| I 2 at 


on the decline. June gth. Still mending i 


ing, the bark to be continued as before. 


that no more worms had come away. He 
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at all alarmed, as I apprehended that it aro: 
from the mercury's lodging fo long in hi I | 
bowels, and therefore only directed his mout 
to be gargled with alum water. 25th, 
found him fitting up, the ſoreneſs in lu 
mouth and throat gone, his appetite goo 
and belly regular; his legs and thighs fil 

ſtiff and belly hard; but the ſpaſms evidenth i 


but the, left leg and thigh ill rigid. Som 
days ago he voided five worms about four ui 
five inches long at one ſtool, and in a day 
two after he voided four more all dead. I 
directed four grains of calomel to be given 
at night, and a gentle purgative in the mom. 


15th. I was informed by Capt. Wm. Maſon 
that the boy was walking about, that the la 
doſe of mercury had very happy effects, bu 


Mb n 1 a Mac mO£AA.co 


took twenty ounces of bark during his 1lInek. 


As the above caſe terminated happily, | 
think the public highly indebted to Dr. Ruſh 
who firſt ſuggeſted the curing of this diſorde! 
by bark and wine, but as mercury has bee! 


mentioned 


bark, and was happy to find it anſwered the 
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entioned by ſome eminent writers, I thought 
proper in this caſe to continue it, with the 


deſired intention. There may ſome doubt 
remain with reſpect to the primary cauſe of 


cis boy's complaint. The worms he diſ- 


charged may be ſuppoſed to have ſome ſhare 


W in it, but the overſeer ſays he lay out of doors 
the greater part of an evening after a hot 
day, previous to his being ſeized with the 


ſpaſms. 


In this caſe, as there had no opium been 
given through the whole courle of the com- 
plaint, the coſtiveneſs muſt have been the 


YG cfe of the diſeaſe. Small doſes of calomel 


were repeated for ſome time after, At the in: 
terval of every two or three days, until he 
got entirely well. 


I am, Sir, with reſpe& and eſteem, 
your obedient and humble ſervant, 


CORNELIUS CONYNGHAM. 


Wy Colchefter, Aug. 19, 1787. 
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ART HCL E XVI. 


A Cafe: of the Uterus lacerated by the Force of | 4 
Labour Pais, 'by ee Hoorxx, Sur bs 
geon, and F. M. 8. 


Read November 6, 55 . 


Gentle woman who was taken in labou 
about four o'clock in the morning, 
ſent for me in a great hurry about eight 
She had had three children before, and 


(though ſhe had been attended at different 


times by two eminent practitioners) they were i 
all ſtill born, from the difficulty of her la. 
bours; -ſhe being very corpulent, her pelvi 
narrow and children large. However, fron 
ſtrong recommendation, ſhe entertained great 
hopes of my delivering her of a live child, o 
which both ſhe and her huſband were ex- 
tremely deſi rous. Upon entering the room, 
found her in very ftrong pains, and by the 
touch perceived the membranes puſhed to 


the middle of the pelvis, but rather of a co- 


nici | 
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ical form. I could eaſily feel the os inter- 
um towards the pubis, but a great part of 
ts ſegment towards the ſacrum was out of 
oe reach of my finger, nor could I feel any 
Wart of the child preſenting. In about half 
n hour the membranes broke, as ſhe took a 
rong pain fitting on the cloſe ſtool, and a 
great quantity of coffee colou red water was 
evracuated, her pains ſtill continuing very fre- 
auent and ſtrong. I then examined again, 
but could ſtill find nothing preſenting. In 
about an hour more I could juſt feel the 
child's head high up at the brim of the pelvis; 
but ſtill finding the vacancy in the os inter- 
num, I attributed: it to a lacetation which 
night have happened in one of her former 
ſevere labours. I therefore encouraged her 
% wait with patience till the. head ſhould 
further advance into the pelvis, when, I flat - 
tered myſelf there might be a chance at leaſt, 

to ſave the child with the forceps; to which 
end J kept her as quiet as. poſſible, ſuppart- 
ing her-with broth, and as ſhecamplained of 
great thirſt, ſome balm tea, occaſionally. But 
though the pains continued. ſtrong, with (as 

ſhe called ĩt) a tearing ſenſation in her back, 

, eyen 
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even in the intervals of the pains, yet as] 
examined from time to time, I could not per 
ceive the leaſt advance, nor indeed did the 
head during a pain ſeem to be at all pro. 6 
truded. About four in the afternoon (he 
ſaid the pain had entirely left her back, and 
was wholly in her belly and thighs, with con. 
tinual nippings within fide her belly. After i 
this, upon touching, I found the head rather 
higher than before, which diſheartened me Wi 
not a little, eſpecially as her pains began toi 
abate conſiderably. I then the more tho- il 
roughly to ſatisfy myſelf as to the ſituation of 
the head, introduced my left hand, and with 
my fingers in a flattened form between the 
head and ſacrum, felt the left ear. In doing iu 
I did not meet with the leaſt preſſure fron WW 
the child's head, which was quite diſengaged; 
nor could I even now feel the poſterior pan 
of the os internum. Being, however, ſatis 
fred as to the poſition, I withdrew my hand, 
the pains ſtill growing leſs frequent and 
weaker, but ſhe lamented greatly the nip- i 
pings and pinchings in her belly, which rather 
increaſed as the true labour pains decreaſed. 
She had frequent reachings, but brought up 
| nothing 


n N 
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oching except wind. Sometime after, upon 


Wouching during a pain, the head was not to 


en; I then defired her to ſit on the fide 
| Wc the bed a little while, after which [ again | 


-xamined and found it juſt as before. Upon 
onſidering this circumſtance, ' with the ſtate 


of my patient, who was now much lower and 


Winter than ſhe had been all day, that ſome 


ſmall hxmmorrhage, which at times had ap- 


peared from the beginning of her labour 


was now increaſing, that the pelvis was nar- 


row, and the child probably large, I began 


to deſpair of the child, and was very uneaſy 


on the mother's account. I deſired therefore 


that another of the profeſſion might be called 


n before any ſtep was taken reſpecting the 
Lelivery. Accordingly Dr. Griffiths (who 
had delivered her before with the crotchet 


after opening the head) was ſent for, and 
came about eight o'clock in the evening. The 
Doctor having acquainted himſelf with the 
ſituation of affairs, and conſidering that as 
the child's head was ſo high up, no attempts 
could be made with the crotchet, as in her 
former labours, the head then being fixed in 
the pelvis; that as her children were formerly 

large 
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large and the pelvis ſmall, much difficuyi 
and danger muſt attend turning; and that oi 
patients condition would not admit of mu 
delay, from which no benefit could be e 
peed; and as herpains were now quite gone 
and ſucceeded by a great faintneſs, the ci 
appeared extremely unhappy and dangerou ; 
However as ſomething : muſt be done, wil 
concluded to turn, if poſſible, and deliver foo. 
ling, and this we were the more encouraged 
to do, as the Doctor upon examining the 
abdomen felt two diſtinct ſubſtances, which 
he ſaid he was in hopes were two children 
and conſequently ſmaller than if only o 
I therefore, as ſhe laid on her left fide, intro WM 
duced my left hand on account of her belly 
being rather pendulous, and as the face of 
the child was to the right ileum, I paſſed ny 
handover it, and along its belly till I reached i 
both the feet, and this I did without feeling i 
that ſtricture which the uterus general) 
cauſes upon the hand, when the waters haut 
been for ſome hours evacuated ; inſtead 0 
which, I met with ſome little embarrafiment, 
from my fingers being entangled with a looſe 
floating ſubſtance, which however, I did not 
much 
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cn attend to at that time. I told the 

WH o&or chat 1 fele chat body (as my hand 
" Wy along) which he hoped was another 
id, but which to the touch did not ſeem 


brought the feet down to the os externum 
ichout much difficulty, yet it was not wath- 
at many efforts both from the Doctor as 
ell as myſelf, with change of poſture ſeveral 
imes, that we delivered as far as the nates. 
and though we now and then ceaſed. operat- 

Ing, and ſupplied our patient with frequent 
uppings of wine and water, yet ſhe funk 
ſurpriſingly, grew inſenfible, clammy, and 
(died about ten o'clock the ſame evening, at 
a time when we were in great hopes — 
I r the * 


The next morning I was deſired to come 


the child. Upon making my inciſions in the 
uſual manner, a large quantity of blood 
lowed off, and the firſt part that preſented 
tlelf immediately under the peritonæum was 
the 
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ve ſo. I felt likewiſe a ſtronger pulſation 
che vertebræ lumborum than I had ever 


ewed in any ſuch delivery. But thouch 


and open the body, in order to take away 
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the uterus, whoſe fundus reached to within 
about 'a hands breadth of the navel, and 
whoſe ſize was that of a man's two fiſts. Ou 
examining its ſurface, I perceived a laceration i 
towards the ſacrum from the os internum, 
more than half way to the fundus. Under 
the uterus laid the child's head and ſhould. i 
ers, with it's face to the left ileum, one arn 
over the pubis, and the other at the ſacrum i 
I then took out the child from the fituation 
in which we had left it the preceding night, 
' which was of a monſtrous fize; of a livid 
colour, and with the cuticle in many place 
peeling off. I next drew out the placenta 
which was quite looſe in the abdomen, de. 
tached from the uterus. 


From theſe appearances, joined to the cu: 
cumſtances of the labour, we were clear that 
the laceration of the uterus was begun before 
the membranes broke, and increaſed by the 
pains, till the child with the placenta, was en- 
tirely excluded into the cavity of the abdo- 
men. | 
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% Vomiting in Pregnancy, ſucceſsfully treated, 
4 letter from W. VAUGHAN, M. D. and 
C. M. S. Leiceſter, to J. C. Lzrrsou, 
M. D. &c. | 


Read October 22, 1787. 


I is an obſervation, if I miſtake not, made 
by the candid and ſagacious Sydenham, 
that the man who could diſcover certain 
means of curing ſo trifling a diſeaſe as a corn, 
would deſerve well of the public. Indeed, 
whatever contributes to diminiſh or alleviate 
the calamities of life, has its value; for pain, 

notwithſtanding the pride of philoſophy, is 
an evil; and an evil which will compel the 
ſufferer to ſeek means of relief; not only our 
profeſſion then, but the community at large, 
is under obligations to the individual, who 
multiplies the means of obviating, or miti- | 
gating pain, when it occurs. The diſeaſe 
which 


cout an effectual remedy for theſe troubleſome iſ 


' grateful thanks, of the amiable part of ou Wi 


| vomiting, as attendants on pregnancy, oc 


| end I have in view. 
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which I intend to make the ſubje& of thi 
paper 1s a very common and a very trouble. 
ſome one. And, though probably coey Wl 
with human nature, has never, ſo far a; 1 
have obſerved, or could learn from inquiry, i 
found an adequate remedy ; I mean the fick. Wi 
neſs and vomiting, which accompanies earl I 
pregnancy. The phyſician who could point 


ſymptoms, would I am ſure deſerve, and! 
dare ſay, would obtain the beſt and molt 


ſpecies at leaſt. I am not ſo fortunate as ts 
poſſeſs any ſecret of this kind, and therefor 
the reader will not expect it from me, but! 
will relate to him a caſe wherein nauſea and : 


curred in a much greater degree than afual 
where theſe ſymptoms laſted much longer, 
and when the conſequences were of the mol! 
ſerious kind: he ſhall alſo be informed of the 
means which I employed to. obviate them, 
and which ſoon proved effectual; if by this 
information he may profit, I ſhall attain the 


A lady 


— ler. Goleta 
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A lady of a very delicate frame, with dark 
air, much ſubjett to nervous affections, found 
erſelf in the 3 iſt year for the ſecond time 
pregnant. The nauſea and vomiting, which 
In that ſtate ſo frequently occur in a morning, 
n this inſtance tormented her not only in a 


Wmorning,” but during a greater part of the 


Way; and although ſhe was now entered upon 


ver ſeventh month, theſe were in no reſpe& 


abated; notwithſtanding ſhe had employed 


. variety of remedies, which had been re- 


W commended to her. It was in this ſtate of 


che lady's pregnancy, that I was firſt called 


to ſee her. I found her much emaciated, 
melting away under profuſe ſweats (the wea- 


cher was very warm) whilſt in bed; to which 


a reduction of her ſtrength confined her al- 


WS not altogether. If ſhe attempted to fit up, 


ſhe was immediately fainting, and if ſhe was 
diſpoſed to ſleep, ſhe was perſecuted with 
ſuch horrid dreams, that it was her earneſt 
requeſt to her attendants to wake her as often 
as they found her aſleep. During this time 
the quantity of food taken in 24 hours was 
inconſiderable indeed; and though inconfi- 
derable, was immediately rejected; the appe- 

tite 
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tite was allowed to point at any kind of fool 
however ſingular (and ſometimes, we know, Wi 
in this caſe ſingular enough it is) which it wi 
my intention ſhe ſhould be indulged with; bu 
this was in vain, once or twice a very {mall 
bit of broiled bacon was ſwallowed, and (tail 
longer than any thing, but the quantity wii 
too trifling to admit an expectation that ha 
exhauſted frame could derive ſupport fron 
this; the moſt inſipid, as well as the mol 
poignant food was placed before her, bu 
without exciting an inclination on her part u 
partake of them. We did not ſucceed am i 
better by placing a variety of fruits in the 
ſame ſituation ; if any was ſwallowed it vu | 
immediately rejected. At times ſhe found 
herſelf much annoyed by a large quantity of 
wind being confined in her ſtomach and 
bowels; by the importunity of her friends 
ſhe was now and then prevailed upon to take Wi 
a {mall ſpoonful of burnt brandy for this laf 
complaint, which generally gave her relief 
her thirſt and heat were inconſiderable, he 

pulſe beat under one hundred ſtrokes in 
minute. Under all theſe miſerable circum- 
ſtances there were no appearances of a mil 
| | carriage; 


— — PI — 
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Wcarriage ; on the other hand the child gave 
the moſt active ſigns of being alive and well. 

The profuſe ſweating, with the terfible dreams 


ere not of more than ten days ſtanding; but 


me vomiting had commenced at the earlieſt 
Wpcriod, and inſtead of any abatement it had 
Wmanifeſtly increaſed to the pitch it was now 
arrived at. Her apothecary had adminiſtered 
anti-emetics of the moſt eſtabliſhed character, 
Wand had been careful to prevent any accumu- 


Woccaſional interpoſition of clyſters, but with- 
Wout gaining the leaſt poſitive advantage. In 
Wthis emaciated ſtate, worn down with ſleepleſs 
Nights, exhauſted by profuſe ſweats, terrified 
Wwith horrid dreams, and teized with perpe- 
ual vomiting, I found this poor lady, and I 
ill freely confeſs was much puzzled to form 
plan of treatment, which ſhould ſatisfy 
nyſelf, and prove of uſe to her. Indeed I 
Dad no expettation that medicine was more 

kely to remain on the ſtomach than food 
Wand opium. Fixed air, with other anti- 
:metics, had been already tried, but in vain. 


t ſtruck me that the firſt point to gain was : 
hat of enabling the ſtomach to receive and 


Vol. II, K retain 


Wation of faces in the inteſtinal tube, by the 


r wer er eat Benmimmn_ Io owes ot Ae 
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retain food; for if this could be done, I h 
no doubt but her other ſymptoms wou 
gradually diminiſh ; the difficulty, howeve if 
appeared to be great. I was willing to ho 
that much of this complicated evil was found. 
ed on habit, and on this ground I took ny 
ſtand. I at length determined to begin vii 
abandoning every attempt to convey nos. 
riſhment into the ſtomach by the mou i 
It was my direction, that ſhe ſhould not a 
any account eat or drink, or at leaſt nd 
ſwallow any part, either of fluids or ſolid 
But although I gave up this avenue, in oi 
der to allow the ſtomach to remain in ii 
ſtate of quietude, unſolicited by ſtimulus ol 
any kind, except its natural contents; yet 
did not mean to leave the ſyſtem unſuſtainei 
but on the contrary to ſupport it, by 
mild nouriſhment thrown in by the inteſtini 
tube, and by the inhalents of the ſkin. Tht 
lower bowels were firſt emptied, by a clyſte 
of mutton broth ; this being accompliſhe,i 
a pint of new milk juſt taken from the con, 
with 20 drops of laudanum, was ordered u 
be injected as a clyſter, morning and evening 
and every endeavour to retain it was to E 


| employed. | 
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mployed. Four ' ounces of bark were di- 
W-ccd to be boiled, in three gallons of 
immed milk, and the feet and legs being 
na well rubbed with a warm cloth, were 
de immerſed in this warm pediluvium for 
Wn hour, three or four times a day; an 
Wnodyne liniment was alſo applied to the 
sion of the ſtomach; this comprehended 
e whole of the medical treatment ſhe was 
hen ſubmitted to; this method was purſued 
teadfaſtly for three days with manifeſt ad- 

Wantage, the milk was entirely abſorbed 
Waorning and evening, her ſweats were con- 

Widerably diminiſhed, ſhe had gained ſome 
4 rength, and had been refreſhed, with four 
ours ſleep the laſt night, without being 
aunted with thoſe terrifying dreams which 
ad been the cauſe of ſo much diſtreſs. On 
ee fourth day, from her beginning upon 

bis plan, ſhe enquired of the ſervant, if 
ere was any cold meat in the houſe, ex- 
cling a wiſh to have ſome brought to her; 
plate full of cold boiled beef was immedi- 
1 tely produced, which ſhe eat with great 
eaſure, and drank with it a pint of ſmall 
Peer, this never gave her the leaſt annoy- 
K 2 ance, 
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ance, ſhe continued from that time to u 
her food well, went her full time, and wx : 
brought to bed of a healthy child, which zi 
now living. A light infuſion of the bail 
after this, was ordered for her, with a gi : 
tle aperient occaſionally, . and this was Ja 
that was wanting. 4 


Every body converſant with the anind(if 
ceconomy, knows how eaſily a habit ii 
formed, and how much the ſyſtem is ui 
fluenced by it; the reader however ſhal 
determine for himſelf; the fact as I hari 
related it, is not leſs a fact, although Im 
have failed in the explanation of it. 


— 


— 
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On the Uſe of Cantharides in Dropfical (u 
plaints, by SAM. FARR, M. D. and C. M. 
Curry Revel; in a letter to J C. LET TS 
M. D. Ge. 


Read June 2g, 1788. 


123 diſcovery of new medicines ſenſi 
to have occupied the principal atte | 


tion of phyſicians of the preſent age; ande 
the, 


— 
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| A here are ſo many deſiderata till required 'in 


fradtice, they are entitled to the thanks of 


= | he public for their exertions. At the ſame 


ane, perhaps, the effects of ſome old medi- 
ines of eſtabliſhed reputation may not be 
ndeſerving of regard. Amongſt theſe it 
Wppears to me that Cantharides, though a 
olege medicine, hath not been ſufficiently 
WW hibitcd, to know preciſely its effects in all 
ie diſorders where it bids fair to be of ſer- 
ice. 


It is certainly poſſeſſed of very powerful 
qualities, and is endued with a high degree 

Wo! ſtimulus; but from improper uſe, or from 
fear of danger, it hath met with many ene- 
mies, both amongſt thoſe who are fond of 
controverſy, 'and others who wiſh not to 
Wottend by doing too much, or encountering 
any particular difficulties. I would wiſh to 
induce a greater attention than hath been 
paid to it, in a diſorder generally condemned 


ss incurable, eſpecially in its laſt ſtages. The 
copy, particularly that kind of it where 


water is ſuppoſed to be lodged in the thorax, 


bach cluded almoſt all the efforts of phyſic. 


K 3 But 
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But the cantharides ſeems to be a medicine 
which is peculiarly adapted to this com. 
plaint, as it hath been frequently uſed in al 
ſorts of dropſies. It has a powerful effect in 
ſtimulating the lungs and the urinary pa. 
ages. In the former, it ſeems in this diſorder 
to promote an abſorption in that juntture 
devoted to reſpiration, and in the latter it 
carries off that ſuper-abundant quantity of 
. water which abounds in the ſyſtem. A true 
diuretic hath hardly yet been diſcovered, 
cantharides ſeems to be the moſt powerful 
of any other, and it hath this advantage, that 
it doth not debilitate either the parts upon 
which it produces its effect, or the conſtitu- 
tion in general. It ſeems rather to act as a 
cordial and ſtrengthener. Its effects likewiſe 
as a ſtimulus, if too violent, may be ſheathed 
by other medicines, which may co- operate 
with it in the general intention. 


From theſe conſiderations I have been 
often induced to uſe it in dropſical caſes, 
eſpecially in old people, where I apprehended 
its ſtimulating effects would not be ſo active 


as in younger ſubjects. And I have generally 
found 
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fund it attended with the moſt beneficial 
effets, If it hath not made a radical cure 
of the diſeaſe, it hath diſcharged the water, 
freed the reſpiration from its troubleſome 
dyſpnza, and given a temporary relief to the 
whole body. But this diſeaſe is {q apt to re- 
turn, that little hopes can be derived from 
this or any other medicine to produce a per- 
manent effect. A truce, however, is ſome- 
times of very great conſequence, and we 
may expect as much from this as any other 
remedy, in effecting a perfect cure. 


As I have not taken any minutes of par- 
ticular caſes, I cannot give ſo accurate an 
account of the uſe I have made of the can- 
tharides as I could wiſh. But two inſtances 
occur to my memory, in which a proper 
effect was produced, and in one of them a 
perfect cure was made. The firſt was of an 
old gentleman of near fourſcore years of 
age, Who had been afflicted for many years 
with a humoural aſthma, attended with a 
ſeiatica, which had reſiſted Bath water and 
many other remedies. From want of exer- 


eile he fell into a ape complaint, and 
when 
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when I ſaw him, his legs and thighs wn 
much tumified, and his breathing was yy 
ſhort and laborious, but there was no ay 
pearance of aſcites. He was ordered 
draught, containing twenty drops of tint i 
canthar. with a dram of ſal, diuret. and ſons 
lac. ammon. to be taken every four or hf 
hours, and I believe an occafional paregom ue 
After a few days he began to make wan an 
freely, and continued in that manner till k 
was quite well of his dropſy, which was «I 
in many weeks. His aſthmatic ſymptom 
were likewiſe much relieved, and he ha 
been now for five years free from any ot 
complaint, but that and a little of the ſciatic, 
at times, 


The other caſe was likewiſe of an old ma 
about ſeventy years of age, a free liver, ani 
a great drinker of cyder. He had a ver 
troubleſome cough, his breathing was into 
lerably ſhort, his body ſwelled, with ever 
appearance of aſcites, and his ſcrotum and 
penis enlarged to an amazing ſize : his leg 
too were ready to burſt, and he made ven 
little water, He was ordered a draught wit 
| | Jac 
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e. ammon, a drachm of elix. paregor. and 
Eficen drops of tinct. canthar. to be taken 
very four hours, after the operation of a 
purge, compoled of a ſeruple of jalap and 
ten grains of calom. In a few days he per- 
ceived a ſenſible relief, his water was gra- 
dually evacuated, ſo that he was quite emp- 
ted in the courle of about a week, and in 
another he was able to ride about and do his 
buſineſs. Unfortunately, however, in this 
W caſe, whether from drinking or expoſure to 
cold is not perfectly known, but his droply 
returned, yet not ſo violently as before, tho 
his breathing was ſhorter, his cough more 
WT troubleſome, and his appetite failed him. He 
had recourſe to the ſame mode of cure, in- 
creaſing the cantharides to 25 drops, and a 
ſecond time received relief. This was about 
a month ſince. This is the practice which IL 
have frequently followed, and found moſt 
likely to give relief in this diſeaſe; in younger 
and hearty ſubjects I have experienced great 
ſervice from ſtrong purgatives, ſuch as jalap, 
with, tart. emet. &c. but the cantharides as 
a diuretic ſeems to be the ſafeſt we know, in 
caſes where ſuch a medicine is wanted. I 
| have 
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have generally found it beſt to guard it vu 
opium, which in the form of elix. parego: i 
will affiſt it likewiſe in reheving the reſpin Wi 
tion. The doſe, in which I have admin; 
ſtered it, is rather ſmall; but then I have fre 
quently repeated it, and have found it gene 
rally ſufficient. Should a larger be require 
it will be eaſy to increaſe it. But I think 
ſafeſt, with all very active medicines, to be. 
gin with ſmall doſes, as an error in ſuch cal 
is more eaſily corrected than when too great 
a quantity is adminiſtered. 


nc 

Ki T1015 XV. 
Caſe of Tetanus rreated by Eleftricity, by Jom 
HuTcn1ss0N, M. D. of DusLin. Con. of 
municated by JAMES SIMs, M. D. Ge. * 

6 we 
Read January 29, 1779. * 


you! following narrative is the caſe of be 
Miſs Margaret Caddel, a young woman aj 


about ſixteen years old, the daughter of Mr. 
| | Hugh 


WHugh Caddel, jeweller, who having her jaws 
Wocked for above ſeven months, had their uſe 
eſtored by electricity. 


In the month of November, 1774, Miſs 
\ddel was attacked with lumps in her 
Whroat, the ſymptoms, were ſo alarming that 
r. Arch. Hamilton was applied to for his 
ſſiſtance, who found it neceſſary to preſcribe 
Ppliſters, which in ſome meaſure relieved the 
patient. But about the latter end of that 
month, ſhe having gone to ſleep, without 
any other complaint than the above men- 
Wtioned; on awaking in the morning, found 
ber jaws contracted together, and ſo im- 
noveably fixt, as to baffle every attempt to 
W relieve her. 


Thus ſhe continued until the beginning 
W of March, 1775, when, being in a very weak 
late, and in much pain, juſt after her bliſters 
vere dreſſed, her whole frame was con- 
WT vulſed, and the teeth of the lower jaw ſlip- 
bed up behind thoſe of the upper, which 


lapped over ſo entirely as to hide the lower 
| teeth 


” of 


Medical Society of London. 139 


140 MEMOIRS of tie 
teeth from view, which until then were oi 


cloſed tooth againſt tooth. 


In the beginning of June 1775, her parem 
vere preſſed by ſome of their friends (n 
medical) to try what effect electricity wou 

have. Her father conſulted ſome phy fei 
gentlemen, whether he might hope for ſu 
ceſs from that operation; their anſwers wen 
doubtful. But, not to leave any means u. 
tried for her relief, ſhe was brought to h 
houſe of a Mr. Bond, in Caſtle Street, W. 
hath a very good electrical machine, a” 
which place I had the firſt opportunity de 


ſeeing her, or to know any thing of her cal; WM © 
and at that time her lower teeth appear e) 
covered by the upper, as mentioned above. ii 


In the week between the 26th of June ant 
2d of July, ſhe was electrified on two differ 
ent days, with little effect, as the ſhocks wer 
weak, the machine not working with much 
force, by the unfavourableneſs of the weather. 


On Wedneſday the 5th of July, ſhe r 
ceived two ſmart ſhocks, after which iN 
| thouglt 
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Wrought her jaws were not quite ſo contract. 
, and on inſpection, I could perceive part 
fr the lower teeth. 


The next morning I waited on Dr. Ha- 
vilton (with whom J have the pleaſure to be 
W:cquainted) and informed him of what I had 


= trials. 


On that day, the 6th of July, in the after- 
noon, we gave her two ſhocks, the wire be- 
ing placed at the articulation of the jaw on 
each ſide, the laſt of which was ſo powerful 
a almoſt to make her faint. As I had my 
eye directed to her teeth, I perceived that 
WT they were ſeparated, and informed her; ſhe 
tried with her finger, and found a paſlage 
between. Her ſurpriſe and joy were ſo great 
at this diſcovery, that ſhe did not attend to 
her being able to uſe her jaw, until that plea- 
ſure had ſubſided; and in half an hour after 
ſhe eat part of a ſmall cake, and n part 
of a glaſs of wine. 


On the ſucceeding day ſhe was viſited by 
Dr. Quin, who had ſeen her in the ſtate of her 
locked 


Wobſerved, who adviſed us to proceed with our 
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| locked jaw, and by Doctor Hamilton, wy 
had attended her occafionally, they wi 
both equally and agreeably ſurpriſed at i 
unexpected ſucceſs. Doctor Hamilton u 
me that ſuch a caſe ought to be record 
and as I had attended and affiſted in tf 
operation, requeſted I would collect the pa. Wi 
ticulars, and to convey them to you, for th: Wi 
conſideration of the Medical Society, «ff 
which, you are one of the Secretaries. Thi 
I have done with the greater pleaſure, asi 
may add ſomething to medical knowledge. 


And am, Sir, 
your humble Servant, 


JOHN HUTCHISSON, 
N. 45, High-ſtreet, Dublin, 
18th Aug. 1778. 

P. S. The above narrative, would have 
been ſent to you ſooner, but was delayel 
until now, to ſee whether Miſs Caddel would 
have any return. It is now above one montl 
ſince the operation, and ſhe hath not had the 
leaſt ſymptom; but can chew almoſt as wel 
as ever, and is recovering her ſtrength and 


appetite, both of which were much impared. 
Ti 
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To the Secretary of the Medical Society. | 


SIR, 

Your favour of the 11th inſtant, brought 
requeſt to be informed in what manner 
lis Caddel was nouriſhed during the long 
erod of the locked jaw. When I inſpected 
vy memorandum, I was much ſurpriſed that 
W did not mention it, in'the account ſent to 
our ſociety, but ſuppoſe it was that I did 
Wot chooſe to be too tedious. 


By the beſt information I have been able 
Wto obtain, her ſupport was with broth, jelly, 
Wand ſuch other liquids, which ſhe with much 
difficulty ſucked in through the interſtices 
of her teeth, and in the ſame manner all the 
W medicines were adminiſtered to her; by this 

method the lamp of life was but juſt pre- 
ſerved from going out. Her father told me, 


great, that they apprehended her to be dying. 
But as the original malady decreaſed, her 
abilities of ſuction grew greater, and her deſire 
of life made her exert herſelf to take the 

neceſſaries 


that more than once her weakneſs was ſo 
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neceſſaries for its ſupport ; ſo that when (i 
firſt ſaw her, ſhe was a good deal emaciaty 
but could walk and dreſs herſelf. 


II 


For ſome time after her being cured, ſy 
did not eat any fleſh meat, being ſo ly Wi 
without taſting it, ſhe had not any deſire vi 
do ſo; but by degrees ſhe hath brought he. Wi 
ſelf to eat that and every other food. 


Another great advantage ſhe received fron 
electricity was, that the menſes began to flor 
regularly, which were before intirely up 
preſſed; which obſtruction it is apprehend 


Vas the cauſe of frequent ſore throats, hid Ml 4 
ſhe was before much ſubje& to, and had in 
continued ever ſince in health, free from the in 
leaſt ſymptoms of either complaints, in 

| ol 

I efteem myſelf happy in having an op- in 
portunity of communicating any thing uk 
ful to your ſociety, and ſhall, as often as 

have any thing new, do myſelf the honour 4 

of imparting whatever may be either curiow 8 

or intereſting. 0 

JOHN HUTCHISSON. M 


ARTICLE 
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8 Of the Digitalis Purpurea, in hydropic diſeaſes, 
: by J. C. LxTTsOoM, M. D. Sc. 


| Read February 4, 1788. 


| ISSECTION S of morbid caſes* ſuffi- 
ciently evince the impracticability of 
curing drophes, ariſing from certain cauſes, as 
polypi or oſſifications in the large veſlels, heart 
and lungs, or ſcirrhoſities formed in them; or 
in the liver and ſpleen; ſteatomatous tumors 
in different parts of the abdomen, compreſſ- 
ing the vena cava; a rupture or permanent 
obſtruction of the lymphatics; ſuppurations 
in the viſcera; a ſtrumous meſentery, and 


Compare Lieutaud, Hiſtoria Anatomica Medica, 
vol. 11, p. 408. Morgagni de cauſis et ſedibus morborum, 
under Hydrops, et ventris tumor. Boneti Sepulch. Anat. 
tom. ii. p. 448, et paſſim. Van Swieten de Hydrope, with. 
the writings of Bianchi, Schenckius, De Haen, du Verney, 
Monro, Hewſon, Storck, Milman, &c. 

Vol. II. L ſimilar 
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ſimilar fixed morbid affections; which, bein 
incurable themſelves, render the diſeaſe thy Wi 


produce, rebellious to every effort of med. 
cine. 


But in order to aſcertain the virtues, which 
a medicine may really poſſeſs, in an equal a 
ſuperior degree, to any other previouſh 


known, in the treatment of dropſies, tra 


ſhould be made in ſuch caſes, as experience 
may have deemed remediable. 


The following inftances which a prion 


appeared not to be incurable, are related i 
the order and ſucceſſion in which they oe 
curred in practice, and copied verbatim from 
the notes which I committed to writing a 
the periods of attendance; 


* 
r __ FY 25 
ns - ” 


CASE I. 


R. GILL, thirty years of age, applied i 
me about the beginning of September 1785 


He had experienced uneaſineſs in the regio! 
of 
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of the ſtomach, for about ſix months, with 
a gradual Joſs of appetite; and when he 
did take any nouriſhment, it was ſucceeded 
with a ſenſe of oppreſſion and load in this 
viſcus, and a nauſea, ſometimes enereaſing 


to vomiting. 


Under theſe circumſtances, without havin g 
ſuffered much loſs of fleſh, or conſiderably 
in ſtrength, he applied to me; he had a fallow 
complexion, and a fulneſs of the abdomen, 
which induced me to conclude that he now 
had an incipient aſcites; he had no great degree 
of cough or dyſpnæa. I had reaſon to think 
he had indulged himſelf in the too free uſe of 
ſpirits, as well as of ſtrong malt hquors. On 
the 15th of September I preſcribed the fol- 
lowing : 


R. Ole: Amygdal. dulc. uncias quatuor, ' 
Camphoræ, drachmas duas cum ſemiſſe, miſce, 
ſiat Linimentum, quocum inungatur abdomen 
per horam quotide, 


R. Fol. Digitalis Purpureæ, fcc. ſemi=drachmam, 


cogue ex Aque unc. vij. ad unc. Vj. cola et 
colaturæ adde 


L Tincturæ 


d 8 P 2 r 
— * = . - 


— 
2 8 4, 
- =_ by 


-» Mi 


MEMOIRS of the 


Tintturæ Stomach. 
Sy. Balſamic. ſing. drachmas a miſce, cas. 
Cochleare ter de die gradatim aug endo dojn, 


donec nauſea excitetur. 
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The doſe was tripled, before it produced i 
any ſenſible effect; when nauſea came on, 
and ſome flight vomiting at the end of four 
days; but as the latter ſubſided, this doſe wa 
continued for the ſpace of fix days longer, 

without having produced one ſalutary ſymp- 
tom. About the time the ſickneſs came on, 
he began to complain of giddineſs of the I 
head, and confuſed viſion; objects appearing 
as if enveloped j in a red blaze of fire. I wa 
much ſurprized to find in this caſe, that al 
though no ſecretion was ſenſibly augmented, 
the fulneſs of the abdomen ſubſided, and the 
dropſy ſeemed totally removed; but during 
the uſe of the medicine, the patient's ſtrength 
ſunk in a degree, never before experienced; 
and ſuch jattitation and reſtleſſneſs enſued, as 
compelled me to relinquiſh this vegetable, 
after it had been perſevered in for the ſpact 
of ten days. 


0 wy K 
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The confuſion of the head, and perverted 
viſion, nevertheleſs continued, with the reſt- 
leſſneſs and jactitation, which evinced great 
uneaſineſs in the ſyſtem, though the patient 


pain. The proſtration of ſtrength could 
not be ſurmounted by the uſe of cordials, 
and the whole train of unpleaſant ſymptoms 
only ſubſided with his death, which hap- 


_ 
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c AS E H. 


EDWARD WYCHERLY, 48 years of 
age, whoſe chief employment is to attend at 
the river ſide near the Cuſtom-houſe, firſt 
obſerved a want of appetite, and a diſpoſi- 
tion to ſickneſs in the ſpring of 1785, but he 
did not make any application for medical 
relief till the firſt of November, when he 
conſulted me; his legs were then moderately 
ſwelled; there was rather more fulneſs about 
the region of the liver, than natural, but no 

L 3 great 


did not appear ſenſible of any particular 


pened a week after the digitalis purpurea was 
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great ſoreneſs upon the touch, or from pre. 
| ſure in that part; there appeared alſo, a ten. 
ſion of the abdomen, but though I ſuſpetcd Wl 
water, I could not aſcertain any fluQuation 
of it. I ſtrictly enquired into his mode ai 
living, and found that he had occaſionally W 
drank brandy and water, and ſometimes a 


glaſs of ſpirits. unmixed, but not frequently, 0 
nor had he been in any other ere N inten- c 
perate. 0 
| Her '£ 

I preſcribed of calomel one grain every n 
night for a week, and a decoction of tarax- = 0 


icum, with polychreſt ſalt, twice a day; theſe WW © 
he continued for a week, when J ordered a 


decoction of the digitalis purpurea three 7 
times a day, gradually encreaſing the doſe, 
till a nauſea enſued; and then diminiſhing i, 
ſo as juſt to admit of retention on the ſto- 

mach, : 

m 

On the 21ſt of November I ſaw him again, i 

his urine had not been ſenſibly encreaſed N 

though his legs appeared much leſs ſwelled, b 


which gave him encouragement to perſevere 
in the uſe of the medicine; but on examin- 
ing 
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ing the abdomen, I diſcovered an obvious 
guctuation of the contained fluid; and the 
W face began to wear a diſeaſed fallow look, 
though he ſtill continued to follow his uſual 
employments. | 


He was, however, ſo prejudiced in favour 
of this vegetable, that he ſeemed deſirous of 
continuing it longer, for he had now taken it 
only twelve days; he obſerved, however, that 
ſince he took it he found a dimneſs, and dimi- 
nution of his ſight, with a ſlight vertigo. I 
ordered the decoction twice a day, and two 
of the following pills to be taken every night, 


R. Pulv. Fol. Digital. Purp. 5c. 
—— Rad. Columbe 3ſb. 
Confect. Cardiace, g. s. f. Pilulæ xx. 


This plan he continued till the end of 
November, when I found a conſiderable tu- 
meſcence of the abdomen, and a more obvious 
fluctuation of water in its cavity. The nau- 
ſea and occaſional vomiting from the digitalis 
had weakened him ſo much, that I did not. 


wiſh to try it any longer. 
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The dimneſs of ſight, and vertigo, cont 
nued about fourteen days after leaving of 
this vegetable, the recovery was very gradual 
as well as the vertigo; but there is no proſpel 
of obviating the fatal tendency. of the aſcites i 


P.S. Two months after writing the aboye, 
I heard of his death. | 


. CASE UI. 

JAMES OGDEN, aged about 54 year, 
had been a publican, in which, though he m 
never was intoxicated, there is reaſon to 
think he drank freely. He enjoyed, how: 
ever, good health, and had adopted a nev 
line of buſineſs for ſome time before he ap- 
plied to me. Ever fince the commencement 
of the year 1785, he had perceived a dimi- 
nution of appetite and bodily ſtrength ; the 
urine became high coloured, and leſſened in 
quantity, and the belly enlarged. When! 
ſaw him on the third of October, there was an 
evident aſcites, though no præternatural en. 
| | | largemen 
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largement of the liver was perceptible; and 
Whe was {till able to attend to his concerns. 


den ordered him to take the decoction 
ot the digitalis in the form preſcribed in the 
= preceding cale, ; 


On the gth, no alteration had enſued, when 
l repcated the decoction, and ordered the 
= following pills. 
R. Digitalis purpur, pulu. 3j. | 
Philon. Londin. gij. m. fiat Pilul. xviij. cap. i. 
omn. nocte et mane. 


On the 12th, a conſiderable degree of vo- 
ning enſued, and the unfavourable ſymp- 
toms were augmented ; he was much weaker, 
without any diminution of the abdomen, or 
encreaſed quantity of urine, he complained 
of giddineſs and confuſion of the head, and 
was reduced to the neceſſity of keeping his 
bed for ſeveral days; by the uſe, however, of 
a decoction of bark, he gradually acquired 
ſufficient ſtrength to fit up a few hours of the 
day. But this relief was not permanent, and 
he ſunk under the debility about fifteen days 


after taking the digitalis. 
s „ CASE 


1 
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CASE. IV. 


MARV GUE ST, about 4o years of an 
of great temperance, but of aſſiduity in th 
duſineſs of her houſe, which was often ch 
tinued ſo as greatly to fatigue her, obſerved 
the autumn of 1783, a gradual encreaſe ofbulbM 
and particularly a ſwelling of the lower «. 
tremities, with a diminution of urine; thoug i 
the menſes continued as in her uſual health, 


On the 7th of November ſhe conſultel 
me, and I then preſcribed an infuſion 
quaſſia with ſquills. Ine 


On the 14th, ſhe had paſſed a larger pro 
portion of urine, and the general anafara 
was diminiſhed. 


On the 19th, when I ſaw her, no further 
advantage had been gained, which induced 
me to exhibit the digitalis purpurea, thus, 
R. Decoc. Digitalis bur p. 31fö 

Tint. Stomach. 


Syr. Balſamic. a. 31. J. Hanſt. bis in die ſum 
dus. N 
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It moſtly produced ſome little nauſea, and 
Mened the inclination for food, but it did 

Jot in the leaſt perceptibly encreaſe the 
line: ſhe indeed complained of being 
eaker, and more bloated; and inſtead of 
ee digitalis, I gave larger doſes of ſquills, 
With bark to ſtrengthen the habit, which 
aan gradually reſtored her health. 


— —— — U U — 
- 


. 


Ww. WEBB, ſixty years of age, applied to 
ne on the 20th of February 1786, on ac- 
count of ſome. difficulty of breathing, and 
WT {light anaſarca of the legs. He had been 
lable during many preceding winters to this 
kind of dyſpnea; and had generally been re- 
bleved by loſing a little blood; this year the 
WT fame treatment did not produce any benefi- 
cal effect; the pulſe was not irregular, but 
WT weak; he could lie down with eaſe in any 
polition of the body, though upon exerciſe 
the breathing was ſhort and oppreſſed with- 
out much catarrh, | 


I ordered 
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I ordered ſquills in ſubſtance, and 4, 
acetum ſcilliticum as freely as his ſtomag 
would bear; but as he tried theſe without ay 
mitigation of his complaints, the following 
were exhibited on the 27th of February, 


R. Pulv. Doveri 3%, 
© — Rhabort. 
—— Scillar. ficcar. a. ↄſd- 
Hr. e Meconio, 9. S. J. pilul. xi). cap, iij. on 


nocte, 


R. Fol. Digital. Purpur. 21%. 


Cogue ex Aqua Zviij. ad zvj. colaturæ, et adi: pl 
| Tinct. Stomach. 300. | he 
Syr. ex Althea zij. m. cap. cochlear. ij. ter po 90 

diem, | 4 


This doſe excited a little nauſea, but no Wl ©© 
to ſuch a degree as to prevent its continu. Wi 5 


ance for eight days; at the end of this time I 
he became ſo weak, that I was neceſſitated h 
to ĩnterdict its further exhibition; the head 
became ſo giddy as to give a ſenſe of drunken. 6 
nets; the urine was not augmented, and the h 
anaſarca, and debility were. encreaſed. | 
1 
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— The Peruvian bark, with fquills, was now 

W.:coduced, and continued to the end of 
WMarch, at which time this was written, and 
z hough no obvious encreaſe of urine ſuper- 
ened, the ſtrength improved, the tumeſcence 
Per the legs ſomewhat diminiſhed, and the 
Wbreathing was leſs difficult, ſo as to give 
opes of a gradual recovery. 


— v— 
CASE Vi. 
J POYNER, aged about 46 years, ap- 


plied to me on account of an anaſarca, which 
had become general, attended with ſuch a 
Wl degree of dyſpnæa as prevented his lying 
don in bed, for ſome weeks before my at- 
W tendance. The diſeaſe, however, had been 
gradually coming on, for ſeveral months be- 
tore it arrived at ſuch an extent, as to induce. 
him to requeſt my attendance. 


I could find no cauſe of intemperance. to 
which the complaint could be charged. He 
had formerly known better days, and had 
lately encountered encreaſing difficulties, but 


was nevertheleſs ſuperior to a ſtate of want. 
Wich 
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Wich the anaſarca, the urine was diminil, 
ed in quantity, and heightened in colour; 
had a troubleſome cough, and particulah 
upon attempting a reclined poſition. I 
not obſerve an aſcites, he had a pretty fr 
expectoration with his cough, 


On the 8th of December 1785, [ fit pre 
ſcribed for him a mixture, with lac ammoni. 
acum, acetum ſcilliticum, and the volatil 
alcali, to take in the day-time, 


At bed-time he took pills compounded of 
powdered ſquills, Dover's — and Rufus; 
pill. 


December 13. Having found no relief ſron 
the firſt remedies, beſides continuing the 
pills, the mixture was repeated, with a de. 
coction of Seneka root, inſtead of the la 
ammoniacum. 


Dec. 19. No amendment yet reſulting from 
the uſe of the medicines, I ordered the pa 
tient to take an infuſion of tobacco, three 
times a day, with the mixture at intermediate 
times. 

Jan. 
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Jan. 1, 1786. Soon after the uſe of the 
cotiana, he appeared freer in his breath, 
=. imagined that the quantity of urine was 
creaſed; but the flattering appearances 
ein fubſi ded: I continued, however, the 
nedicine occaſionally, as the ſtomach would 
bear it, till January 10, when J ordered the 
uſual decoction of the fox-glove, but rather 
in a diminiſhed doſe, to be taken every eight 
WS jours, encreaſing it as the ſtomach would 
admit. 


For the firſt week he certainly paſſed much 
more water, and gradually diminiſhed in the 
anaſarcous ſwelling. | 


I was extremely happy at the proſpect I 
dor had, of ſeeing one ſucceſsful caſe from 
de uſe of this vegetable, and though he com- 
plained of great vertigo, and almoſt a total 
loſs of viſion, with immenſe proſtration of 
ſtrength, I encouraged him to perſevere; but 
on the ſecond week he loſt ground; the urine 
did not encreaſe, but the anaſarca, the debi- 
lity and vertigo augmented, and I was re- 
luctantly compelled to relinquiſh the medi- 
cine on the 28th of February, when I ordered 
a decoction 
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a decoction of bark, with acetum ſcillitieun 
and ſalt of wormwood; beſides which, he tock 
every night, pills made of rhubarb, ſoap, and 


{quills. 


Towards the end of April, he acquired: 
tolerable ſtate of health, and has ſince u. 
tended to his uſual concerns; but it was ful 
two months after leaving off the digitali 
before his viſion clearly returned, or the ver. i 
tigo ceaſed. 


About the beginning of January, agree. 
able to the obſervation under that month, 
when the ſymptoms were relieved at the fir 
taking of the digitalis, I was ſo hopeful of it 
efficacy, that I tried this vegetable in three 
other caſes about the ſame period, but met 
with chagrin and diſappointment, although 
the inſtances were ſuch, as might have ad- 
mitted of ſuccour. | 


RS ——B—————ßĩ;—ĩ5ũ0n1 

P. S. Though my viſits were diſcontinued 
have ſince learnt, that the patient Poynde: 
died ſuddenly 1 in bed, in September 1786; 
and I imagine that he then laboured under 


the hydrops pectoris. 
oy 4 MOAT.” CASE 
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CASE VII. 


THO. WRIGHT, aged about 46, con- 


med me on the th of September 1787, 


en I collected the tollowing information. 


* — e ũA , cc cwac©X_b@.£xXQaaoc-cc. coa=s — 


He has lived all his life in ſuch a fate of 


temperance as rarely tohave been intoxicated, 


but he has been accuſtomed to drink brandy 


and water, or gin and water, as a frequent 


liquor, from which, however, no inconveni- 


ence reſulted till about two years ago, when 


his appetite began to fail, and an uneaſy ful- 
nels about the region of the ſtomach enſued. 


Early in the year 1786, the urine appeared 
so be diminiſhed, and a ſlight anaſarcous tu- 
neſcence of the whole body took place, and 
W in the ſummer, a jaundice with an encreaſed 


anaſarca. Dr. Brockleſby was conſulted, 


and preſcribed various remedies, which were 
b far efficacious as to remove the jaundice 
na great meaſure; and punctures in the legs 


had leſſened the anaſarca. I believe he con- 
ſulted ſome other phyſicians, but without ex- 


perieneing ſurther relief. | 
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At. the period of my viſit, accompanied hy 
Dr. Andree, a member of the Medical Soc. 


ety, I obſerved the following ſtate of the 
patient's diſeaſe. 


His whole body was conſiderably anaſar. 
cous, his complexion had a ſlight yelloy 
tinge, and the eyes indicated the remains 
the return of the jaundice; the ſmall lobe of 
the liver might be felt, ſomewhat enlarge 
and indurated; a fluctuation of water in the 
abdomen was evident; the breathing wa 
often laborious, ſome reſt he enjoyed at 
night, and he could recline upon a low pilloy 
the urine was ſmall in quantity, though nd 
very high coloured. With theſe ſymptoms, he 
had never totally confined himfelf from go- 
ing abroad, either in a carriage, or a little on 
foot. His alvine evacuations were natural 
his tongue clean, and his ſpirits not depreſſed 


Preceding phyſicians had judiciouſly adm- 
niſtered neutral ſalts, ſquills, and other di- 
retics. Once calomel was attempted, but 


| ſingle grain affected his mouth. 
1 2 
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He had lately drank gin and water, as a 
medicine of his own, from an idea that old 
ock, and other wines, recommended by the 
faculty, diſagreed with him, by turning ſour on 
his ſtomach. Irequeſted him to leſſen his gin, 
nd in lieu of water, to dilute it with an in- 
non of the juniper ſhrub. As he had taken 
various diuretic medicines, I was reſolved to 
Wl try the digitalis purpurea in the ſmalleſt doſes 
er firſt, to avoid exciting a nauſea, to which 
be was already liable. 


A. Pulv. Fol. Digitalis Purpur. ſicc. 3ſo- 

Spec. Aromat. Zi. 

Conf. Cardiac. g. s. fiant Pilul. xiv. cap. unam 
ter per diem. 


GSGept. 12. There had been a conſiderable 
encreaſe of urine, which the Doctor informed 
me had occaſionally occurred before, with- 
out any permanent benefit, he appeared to 
have loſt two inches in the dimenſions 
of his waiſt, and he ſaid he felt ſtronger. 
He was able to walk about the room; 
the pills produced a nauſea, but no vo- 
miting, and they were continued. I now 
tound that he had frequently drank brandy 


M 2 and 
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and water, and even indulged in it ſince my 


laſt viſit, which cuſtom I totally diſcount. if 


nanced. 


Sept. 19. The urine is again diminiſhed i 
although on the 16th the digitalis purpura iſ 
was encreaſed, the appetite is fallen off, 1 


ordered the following: 


R Extract. Cicute, gr. iiſo. 
Pulv. Digital. purp. 


— Scillar. ficc. d. gr j. J. Pilul. ter in di 


ſumunda. 


At the end of September, I was informed Ml 


that the patient continued much 1n the ſitu 
ation he had done for the laſt twelve months: 
and probably from the remaining ſtrength d 


a vigorous conſtitution, he may ſurvive many i 


months longer. 


P.S. Though I never attended after the | 


above report, which I copied from my notes 


I heard that he died about four months ate | 


I left him. 


CASE 
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CASE VIII. 


G. of Lombard Street, of a temperate 
E courſe of life, and of a general good 
W {tate of health, began about her 45th year 
WY t0cxperience ſome irregularity in the menſes, 
and a diſpoſition to obeſity; this had been 
W cncreaſed by confinement in conſequence of 
an accident; but ſhe afterwards enjoyed 

health, though with leſs exerciſe. 


About the year 1787, ſhe perceived an en- 
creaſed fulneſs of the abdomen, for which 
ſhe conſulted her apothecary, W. French, 
who gave chiefly ſcillitic medicines, and oc- 
caſional laxatives of calomel, with the ca- 
W thartic extract; ſhe made more urine, and by 
neaſurement fell two inches in the circum- 
eerence in the waiſt ; this relief was temporary, 
and ſhe acquired her former magnitude, when 
l was conſulted about the middle of July. 


This lady enjoyed a florid complexion, 
plump vithout being groſs in habit, but the 
abdomen was conſiderably enlarged, and a 

fluctuation 
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fluctuation of water was juſt perceptible 


there was no evident enlargement about th 
region of the liver, nor could that viſcus hy 
perceived by the touch from the obeſity, and 
partial anaſarca; the menſes had appearef 
lately, though in diminiſhed quantity; the 
urine was high coloured, and but little vu 
diſcharged. 


As calomel had been lately given, I di 


not repeat it, but ordered the ſquills both ii 


ſubſtance, and in the form of acetum with 
ſalt of wormwood, as liberally as the ſtomach 
would bear, and occaſionally adminiſtered the 
cathartic extract as a purgative, 


This plan was purſued with little variation 
till the 10th of Auguſt, without any obvious 
improvement; this induced me to relinquih 
the ſquills, and ſubſtitute the digitalis pur: 
purea, which could now be procured with- 
out riſk of deception. 


To avoid exciting nauſea, half a grain only 
was preſcribedto be taken three times a day in 


pill, with as much carthatic extract as would 
procure 


ns a” me” © 
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procure two ſtools each day, and the pills 


. were waſhed down with a ſaline draught, with 


directions to encreaſe the digitalis purpurea 
gradually, as far as the ſtomach would bear 


without vomiting. 


Auguſt 18. The patient had now arrived 
to the quantity of four grains and an half 
each day, of the digitalis dried, without ſuffer- 
ing more nauſea than ſhe had done with the 
ſquills, and indeed the appetite had never 
been very bad. But no encreaſe of urine or 
diminution of ſize had reſulted from the me- 
dicine. As I thought I had experienced 
more diuretic effects from the combinations 
of theſe two vegetables, than from either 
ſingly, I continued the pills, and added to 
each draught ten drops of the acetum ſcilli- 
ticum, 


= Aug. 23. She complained much of ſick- 
ness, no encreaſe of urine, feels a ſenſe of en- 
WT creaſed debility; at preſent the menſes are 
n conſiderable quantity, a diſcharge which 
has of late attended at frequent and uncertain 
periods, The complexion is clear, and main- 

tains 
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tains an healthy look, but the belly augmens iſ 
and the appetite fails. As the medicine 
produce no good effect they are now omitted iſ 
and a reſtringent draught ſubſtituted twice: 
day. 


Aug. 26. The menſes are a little abated, in 
and the patient's appetite improved; the 
urine is not encreaſed in quantity. 


Sep. 2. The menſes are totally ſtopt, and d 
the ſtrength a little improved, as well a 
the appetite, and I now adviſed her to refra 
from medicine. 


P. S. In the Midſummer of 1788, this lady 
was tapped, and died about one month afier 
the operation. | 


I have communicated the preceding caſes, 
treated with the digitalis purpurea, becauſe 
they were ſuch, as has been already obſerved, 
as afforded a proſpect of ſucceſsful iſſue, 
though the reſult did not confirm it. The 
apothecaries who attended the patients, pat: 

| ticularly 
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icularly J. Parkinſon of Hoxton Square; 


ho viſited the Caſe No. I. and J. Steele of 
rover Hill, who attended that of No. II. and 


who were equally anxious with myſelf to 


. crtain the real digitalis, took particular 
care to examine this vegetable, and ſuper- 


intend its effects. 


I have given it alſo to hydropic patients 
much further advanced in the ſymptoms of 
danger uſually accompanying this diſeaſe; 
or whoſe irregular living had afforded 
little or no proſpect of relief; but I have 
omitted the relation of them, as the fail- 
ure of ſucceſs cannot afford any material 
objection to a medicine, wherein no other 
could be adminiſtered with any probability 
of advantage; the preceding caſes, however, 
with as many other ſimilar ones, and equally 
unſucceſsful, which have fallen under my 
care, have induced me to doubt the ſalutary 
powers of this beautiful vegetable. 


As I gave it in the manner preſcribed by 
Dr. Withering, I am at a loſs to explain the 
different reſults of our experiments. In the 

cales 
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inſtances where no improper bias whatever 


ariſen. 
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eaſes wherein I have tried it, little or no 4 
vantage was procured, while his trials wy 
almoſt as uniformly ſucceſsful, and many d 
them appear to have been much more unprg. 
miſing. The accuracy of his obſervation 
the candour with which they are publiſhed 
and above all, the known reſpectability of li 
character, place him above the reach of ſul, 
picion. I have not only had the correſpon. 
dence of Dr. Withering himſelf, but othe 
reſpectable phyſicians in the country, hav 
favoured me with accounts of its ſuccels, in 


could influence their relations. Future ex 
periment therefore muſt decide from what 
unknown cauſes ſuch different effects hav 


There are certainly diſeaſes of the ſame 
origin and nature which require different 
treatment in different ſituations and periods 
The practice adopted by Dr. Sydenham in the 
rheumatiſm would not ſuit the conſtitution 
of the preſent citizens of London; and the 
treatment of the. ſame recommended by D.. 
Cullen, in Edinburgh, would be injurious to 
the 
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Wc patients of this metropolis. How far a 
Gore robuſt habit of the people in the coun. 
try, may render the digitalis purpurea a more 
alutary remedy in the dropſy than it proves 
co che inhabitants of London, I cannot aſcer- 
tain; but no liberal mind would impeach the 
WT accuracy and fidelity of thoſe writers who 
W have ſpoken ſo highly of this vegetable. A 
W conſiderable argument in its favour has been 
= icduced from the teſtimonies of old writers; 
but does not this militate againſt it? for had 
cis medicine been generally ſucceſsful for- 
nerly, it never would have been relinquiſhed, 
unleſs ſome more ſucceſsful remedy had ſu- 
perſeded it ; but as this has not been the cale, 
as no medicine has been found to cure drop- 
ſes in general, it may be naturally inferred 
W that the digitalis could not have fallen into 
d iuſe from its virtues, but from its inefficacy 
if not from its real injuries. My doubts have 
not been haſtily adopted. The digitalis was 
recommended to me for trial about ten years 
ago, and its failure in two inſtances diſcou- 
raged me from proſecuting further experi- 
ment at that time. 


I have 
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I have lately converſed with many pra; 


tioners in London upon the ſubject, and thy 


have very generally met with diſappointmen 
from this remedy. A phyſician of diſtin 
guiſhed eminence informs me, that from the 
ſucceſsful exhibition of it, in a caſe of droph 
about 22 years ago, he was induced to givei 
repeatedly to the patients of the hoſpital, v 
which he was then phyſician, but withou 
one inſtance of ſucceſs; and though he con. 
tinues high in his profeſſion, the late enco- 
miums have never drawn him to repeat hi 
experiments. Some eminent practitioners 
however, have confirmed the favourable re: 
lations of Dr. Darwin, and Dr. Withering, 
and aſſured me of their having experienced 
the moſt ſalutary effects in hydropic affec- 
tions, particularly in the hydrops pectoris and 
general anaſarca. 


In the exhibition of the digitalis purpurea, 
the firſt effect J have obſerved, is rendering 
the pulſe ſlower than in the natural ſtate of 
the patient, thus perſons whoſe uſual ſtand: 
ard may be 70, have had the pulſations re. 
duced to 56, or even leſs, in a minute; th 


has 
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has occurred within 24 hours after the uſe of 
this vegetable; but if the ſame doſe be conti- 


nued, in a day or two the pulſe acquires its 
uſual quickneſs, or even exceeds it, but at the 
ſame time it generally becomes depreſſed, 
and a languor is diffuſed over the whole 
ſyſtem; the extremities, the hands particular- 
ly, acquire a moiſt clammineſs, and feel cold 
to the touch. If the doſe be encreaſed till 
nauſea or ſickneſs is excited, the ſtrength of 
the patient is ſtill more weakened, and the 
ſlowneſs of the pulſe returns as at the firſt 
exhibition of the medicine; the ſickneſs re- 
ſembles ſea- ſickneſs, accompanied with a con- 
fuſed aching and heavineſs of the head. The 
patient at this period remarks that he per- 
ceives flaſhes of fire frequently paſs acroſs 
his eyes, and ſometimes balls of fire in the 
room. An encreaſe of the doſe after this 
produces vomiting, and ſometimes purging 
allo: he complains of increaſed head-ach, 
or rather of confuſion and giddineſs; inſtead 


of flaſhes of light, almoſt all objects he views 


appear brilliant, and his friends who viſit 


him ſeem to be ſurrounded with a blaze of 
fre; his memory is imperfect, and upon at- 
tempting 
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complains in a particular manner of a throb i 


of fulneſs and enlargement of them, as if th 


ever, eſcape ſome degree of the other ſymp 
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tempting to walk, he reels and ſtaggers li 
a perſon intoxicated, The doſe that bring 
on theſe effects, gradually produce confuly Wi 
viſion, and at length almoſt total blindng, 
which I have known to continue in ſome in 
ſtances upwards of a month after the med. 
eine had been omitted: During this time ht 


bing pain in the balls of the eyes, and a ſerſ 


globes had become too big for the ſockets, 
and were grown out of their natural ſcit. 
In two caſes that I heard of, the limbs, part. 
cularly the lower extremities, were ſeized with u 
tremors; and from ſome cauſe or other bod 
theſe patients died ſuddenly, in a mann WW © 
moſt reſembling apoplexy, e 


The ſymptoms I have deſcribed do no 
happen to every patient, even where lat 
doſes of the digitalis have been adminiſtered; 
the ſenſe of objects appearing in a blaze d 
light occurred but in one inſtance ; few, hon. 


toms; and all experience an alarming pio 


ſtration of ſtrength; the vital powers are ſomc- (i ft 
times 
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mes ſo ſuddenly and exceſſively ſunk, that 
iſe ſeems almoſt extinguiſhed, and the flow 
F veble pulſe 1s but juſt perceptible; at the 
me time ſuch horrors of mind and jactitation 
body enſue, as render the patient under the 
reeſſure of theſe painful ſenſations, even ſoli- 
tous of death. In the firſt caſe I was a 
Vitneſs of this ſtate of agitation, and although 
e patient neither vomited, nor ſuffered a 
(iarrhæa, nor paſſed more urine than uſual, 
3 yet the dropſical ſwelling of the abdomen 
WS ublided; the debility, however, which ſuc- 
WT ceded, could never be overcome. Other 
WT inſtances have likewiſe occurred to me where 
be aſcites has ſubſided after uſing this medi- 
cine, without any ſenſible excretion what- 
erer. In general, however, it acts as a powerful 
WT diuretic, and in certain ſtates of the dropſy, 
were the ſtrength is not greatly impaired, 
has proved ſucceſsful, ſo far at leaſt as I can 
collect from ſeveral reſpectable practitioners; 
in my own experience I have not been ſo 


happy. 


Under a knowledge of the probability of 
ſuch alarming ſymptoms occaſionally occur- 
ring 
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ring, after the exhibition of this active veg, i 
table; the neceſſity of giving it cautiouſy 
mult be apparent, as well as of carefully en 
creaſing the doſe of it. Probably the diuret 
qualities of it cannot be depended on, till; 
quantity ſufficient to produce nauſea is intry. 
duced, and that quantity is apt to excite un. 
pleaſing ſymptoms. 


Jo aſſiſt in obviating the depreſſion which 
it induces on the powers of life, I have uſual) 
added ſome tonic medicine, as the bark, 
quaſſia, chalybeates, or myrrh. 


It is by carefully comparing facts that a 
juſt criterion of the powers of remedies ca 
be acquired. I have candidly related thole 
which came under my obſervation, and | 
ſubmit them to the deciſions of time and fu 

ture experience. 


ARTICLE 


{ 
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Cynanche Pharyngea, or defett of Deglutition from 


a ftraitning of the CEſophagus, by James 
JoHNSTONE, of Worceſter, M. D. and 


C. M. S. Sc. In à letter to J. C. LET TSOM, 
M. D. Sc. 


Read June 4, 1787. 
ORD BACON, in the work © De Aug- 


mentis Scientiarum,” incites phyſicians 
to attempt to leſſen the number of fatal diſ- 
eaſes by new methods. Impediments to the 
paſſage of food into the ſtomach from a 
ſtricture, a thickning, or ſcirrhus of the pha- 
rynx, or in ſome part of the ceſophagus, is 
ſo frequent, and ſo very juſtly accounted a 
dangerous and fatal diſeaſe, that I hope any 


W rcalonable endeavour to obviate its danger 


will not be unacceptable. 


Every one muſt have had experience that 
this diſeaſe has reſiſted the moſt powerful re- 
medies. Van Swieten in his comment on 


__—_.. x $797 
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$ 797 of Boerhaave, gives a catalogue of me. 
dicines applied in this caſe by himſelf, au 
other phyſicians, and all in vain. - The ur. 
tarus tartariſatus and regeneratus. Starkey; Wi 
celebrated penetrating ſoap, compoſed of oj 
of turpentine and ſalt of tartar. Crude ſi 
ammoniac, and its volatile ſpirit ſaturatel 
with diſtilled vinegar, applied both outward 
and inwardly, with ſufficient perſeverance, 
either did no good, or only gave a ſhort and 
temporary reſpite from a diſeaſe which ſoon 
returned as bad as before. 


Mercurial unctions, and mercurial plailten 
with the gums applied to the neck ; ſtrong 
purges, and even ſalvation itſelf were unſuc- 
ceſsful. Emollient decoctions, oily and Is 
bricating medicines were often ſerviceable 
rendering the paſſage more open, ſo long « 
any paſſage remained, but did not cure effec: 
tually and radically. The recent roots 0 
the black hellebore beat to the conſiſtence aſ 
a cataplaſm with vinegar of ſquills, and bij. 
ony root pounded with crude ſal ammoniac, 
and applied to the neck, failed. A probe 
with ſponge fixed on whalebone, and = 

duc 
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auced into the eſophagus to force: open the 
= {cicture was ineffectual, and manifeſtly hurt- 
ul by irritating that ſenſible. part, and en- 
| crealing the pain and ſwelling in it. 


I knew a murder committed, (I hope the 
faculty will pardon the expreſſion) by an 
WY 2ttempt to open a paſſage into the ſtomach 
vor this kind of forcible entry. 


l have found lucibrating oils, burnt ſponge, 
and mercurial unction fail; I fear when the 
Ws clophagus is much thickened, or when a 
ſcirrhus blocks up the paſſage, medicine will 
be of little ſervice, yet in this unhappy ſitu· 
ation, a method may be adopted which pro- 
miſes ſome good, and which entitles it to a 
preference to medicines of an irritating and 
ſtimulating nature. All the good that is to 
be done, will be effected by relaxing or gently 
dilating the ſtricture. For this laſt purpoſe, 
bougies of a proper ſize might be tried, as 
propoſed very judiciouſly by Mr. Wathen; and, 
endured without pain, or retching to vomit, 
and eſpecially if followed with any advan- 
tage, they ought to be continued, and from 
N 2 time 
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time to time repeated; if otherwiſe, certain 
laid aſide. The advantage 1s moſt likely u 
be ſecured by giving boluſſes of butter, and 
other oily ſubſtances. I certainly have ſeen 
ſome palliative good done by oily linfuſle, 
The food ought always to be milky, demul. 
cent, nutrient, {oft and liquid. Though! 
have hardly ever ſeen mercurial | unttion 
| uſeful, I remember curing a perſon by gy- 
ing corroſive ſublimate diſſolved in the ſp; 
rituous tincture of Peruvian bark, in a man- 
ner ſimilar to the celebrated folution of Van 
Swieten. - A ſpongy relaxed appearance in 
the uvula and glands of the throat, led me 


to adminiſter this medicine, which I by no 


means think likely to be generally uſeful. 


Opium and extractum cicutæ, bid fair in 
my opinion to be more generally uſeful in 
this diſeaſe than any other medicines. They 
will operate powerfully in removing the 
| Tpaſmodic ſtricture, which ſometimes is the 
ſole cauſe, and more or leſs attends every 
other cauſe of this diſeaſe. I remember: 
young. woman, {till alive, who without any 
inflammation, ſwelling, or apparent cauſe in 

the 
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the throat for ſeveral days, laboured under 
this diſeaſe of the eſophagus, ſo that no ſolid. 
or liquid food paſled into the ſtomach. She 
was cured by taking fifteen drops of thebaic, 
tincture on ſugar every four hours. She took 
fx doſes in this manner before the ſtricture 
yielded to the medicine, but has remained 
well and free from the diſorder ever ſince the 
year 1780. I judged her diſeaſe proceeded 
from ſpaſm, but think it highly probable that 
if it kad not been removed by the medi- 
cines, ajthickning of the ceſophagus would 
ſoon have enſued, and the diſeaſe would have 
become permanent and incurable, 


In 1782. I was conſulted for Robin- 
ſon, a tenant of W. Childe, Eſq. of Kinlet, 
and who uſed to accompany him in the 
[ports of the chace. He had for a conſider- 
able time laboured under a diſeaſe reputed 
curable, which had prevented all food from 
paſſing into the ſtomach, from an obſtruction 
below the pharynx. I ordered a grain of 
extract. thebaic. with a few grains of extract 
ot hemlock to be taken in the form of pills 
two or three times in the day, but to hold 
N 3 them 
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them in the mouth till diſſolved, and to ſual 
low the ſolution with the ſaliva, and to avoid 
every attempt to take any thing elſe which 
might bring on ſtraining, and force the me. 
dicine back again. By adhering to this me 
thod a few days, the obſtruction was remoy. 
ed, and the power of ſwallowing ſolid as wel 
as liquid food was perfectly reſtored. The 
_ diſeaſe however returned, and was fatal ib 
him about three years afterwards, I im. 
puted this to the habitual indulgence of 
drinking ſpirits and drams; and it is ſome. 
what remarkable, that he, after this relapſe, 
neither uſed the method, nor the aſſiſſance 
of him who had adminiſtered relief, till it was 
viſibly too late to be uſeful. 


I have applied the ſame method and me- 
dicines ſince that time in ſeveral inſtance, 
and from the ſucceſs, I venture to recom 
mend the plan in preference to any hitherto 

in general uſe for this formidable malady. 


When the preſſure of ſwelled glands is 


found to be the obſtruction to deglutition 


which I remember to have happened in ſome 
| cales 
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caſes of bronchocele, and which may be 
ſuſpected, if the patient has knots in the 
glands of the neck, or any other marks of 
ſcrophula. In ſuch circumſtances, the deob- 
ſtruent medicines which are ſpecifically pro- 
per in ſcrophulous diſeaſes are indicated, In 
order to give ſuch medicines efficacy, it is 

neceſſary to apply them topically to the 
abſorbing orifices of the lymphatic veſſels 
which enter into the obſtructed glands, and 
again emerge from them in their courſe to 
the lacteal duct, where it diſembogues its 
contents into the ſubclavian vein. This is a 
point of great importance, for being thus 
applied, medicines will very probably go in 
full power and efficacy into the obſtructed 
glands, 


Medicines which are conveyed into the 
body by the lacteal veſſels have no ſuch 
advantage. They mix with the blood, and 
circulating with it have only a remote chance 
of ever arriving at the ſeat of the obſtructions 
intended to be removed. In order to arrive 
at theſe glands, they muſt be thrown out in 
ſecretion, and again abſorbed by the lympha- 


tC 
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tic veſſels which-are to convey the lymph 
to the glands in queſtion, and along with tha 
lymph theſe ſpecific medicines, a piece of 

luck, if duly conſidered, hardly to be expetted, 


— 


It is therefore certain that the holding the 
medicines directed for the bronchocele under 
the tongue till gradually diſſolved, is in the 
higheſt degree a rational practice, and indeed 
found ſuch by experience, long before this 
reaſon was thought of, as being neceſſary to 
their efficacy. | . 


E . ww 283Vﬀ2A% 


J preſcribed for a lady of a ſcrophulou 
habit, and who has had repeated returns of 
an obſtruction in the paſſage of food along 
the ceſophagus the following bolus: 


R. Spong. uſt. Flor. Martial. @ gi. 
Conſerv. Roſar. q. 5. f. Pila ſublingualis. 


which ſhe was ordered to hold under her 
tongue till diſſolved, and to ſwallow the ſolu- 
tion; this ſhe did for a fortnight or three 
weeks at bed-time every night, and has been 
conſtantly cured by it. |; 


1am 
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I am certain the ſame mode of TIN 
ſtration will add greatly to the power and 
efficacy of any other medicines which may 
be thought .proper in ſuch circumſtances, 
But early application to medicine is in this, 
as in all other dangerous diſeaſes, of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to its ſuccels, 


F 


Caſes of unuſual Aﬀettions of the Tongue, by Mr. 
Trxomas Haves,* Surgeon, &c. at Hamp- 
fread, in a Letter to J. C. LeTTSOM, M. D. 
&c. and by him communicated to the Medical 
Society, with a further Account of a ſimilar 
Affection. 


Read june 16, 1788. 


CASE l. 


AT! ſeven o'clock in the morning, on the 
11 ſecond of January 1781, I was deſired 
to viſit J. Wembridges, of North End, near 
| this 

* This ingenious young gentleman, author of a well 


written Eſſay on Conſumptions, died the ſame night on 
which this paper was read to the Society. 
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this town, a very ſober, honeſt, labouriy 


man; as I was not very well, my aſiſta 


went to him, and found him in bed, and re. 
ceived the following account from him an 


his wife, viz. That he had ſupped the nigh 


before on bread and cheeſe, and with it drank 


a pint of porter, and went to bed perfetty 


well; about three o clock in the morning he 


awoke and looked at his watch, to ſee if i 


was time to go to his work, but finding it too 
early, ſlept again, till between five and fix; a 
this time nothing ailed him, he then got up 
and went to his work acroſs Hampſtead 
Heath as uſual; in the way he thought hi 
tongue ſeemed to ſwell, as it really did, and 
continued to do ſo, till he could hardly be 
underſtood when he ſpoke: my aſſiſtant bled 
him pretty largely, and gave him an ounce 
and a half of ſal catharticus amarus diſſolved 
in ſome liquid. About eleven o'clock I fav 
him myſelf, and found the above account 
confirmed; his tongue was amazingly ſwelled, 
the face exceedingly florid, and a large pro- 
portion of blood ſeemed derived to the whole 
head; he complained of an inſufferable pain in 


his * loins, that he could with difficulty 
fit 
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cop. while I repeated the bleeding, which 
inmediately performed to the amount of 
cn ounces; the pain in the back was 
omcwhat abated by the bleeding, but the 
bongue was ſo much ſwelled, as greatly to 
Wimpede his breathing, and it was with the 
Wl createſt difficulty that he ſwallowed any thing. 
Warm injections and fumigations were ap- 
3 plied frequently to the tongue, emollient 
= clyſters were exhibited, the feet were put into 
WT warm water; a nitrous ſaline mixture with 
WT tartar emetic, &c. was given as often as poſſi- 
bie, his pulſe beat 130 in the minute, and was 
full, hard, and ſtrong, which determined me 
in the evening to repeat the bleeding, and 
I took ten ounces more blood from him; al- 
though he got ſtools from the firſt ſalts, I 
repeated them on the morning of the third, 
which operated -very well, the antimonial 
laline mixture had ſweated him a little, 
but the difficulty which he had to breathe, 
prevented him lying down, and encouraging 
it. I ordered fumigations of vinegar and 
red port, the clyſters and pediluvium to be 
repeated, but there was not the leaſt abate- 
ment of the ſize of the tongue, and it now 
began 
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began to look of a dark black colour, or n 
ther as if it had been broiled over a [moaky 
fire. Indeed I expected it would mortify; i 
a caſe fo ſingular, I confeſs I knew not why 
to do, and indeed had I known, there was ven 
great difficulty to get any thing down hy 
throat. I ordered the continuance of th 
antimonials, and ſent him a large bliſter u 
put round the whole throat, with powderet 
camphor ſpread over it, this was put on fa 
a little time, but had not drawn at all, wha 
ſome of the neighbours fetched Mr. Good: 
win, anmgenious ſurgeon of this town to {x 
him, at a time when I was from home; he 
recommended the bliſter to be taken off, ani 
a poultice of bread and milk to be applied i 
the throat, and a large bliſter between tie 
ſhoulders; when I came home in the even. 
ing, the above had been done, but not wii 
the leaſt benefit. On the morning of tit 
fourth I ſaw him early, much the ſame as tlie 
precedingnight, the bliſter haddrawn, andthe 
poultices been kept on, and frequently renewel 
warm; I ordered four grains of James's pow 
der every third hour, ſaw him in the middle 


of the day much the ſame; at night I was {ent 
for 
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r in great haſte, and was told he was dying; 
| deed he hade very appearance of being ſo, 
eept that his pulſe was ſtill quick, full, and 
ard the James's powder had ſweated him pro- 
| Wuſcly, but without any evident benefit. 1 
entured to bleed him again in this ſtate, and 
® ordered the poultice to be taken off, and the 
liter to be put round the throat, as I had 
= fore directed. As ſoon as the bliſter be- 
aan to draw, and to diſcharge any lymph, 
ce tongue gradually leſſened, he breathed 
Wfreer, the tongue became white and moiſt, 
and by the next evening he was out of all 
danger, and a couple of purges compleated 
his cure. It may not be improper to remark 
chat he had not the leaſt ſwelling of the 
WT gums, palate, or throat, nor any complaint in 
WT the head, nor did his blood ſhew any large 
portion of buff, and the ſerum and craſſamen- 

1 tum were proportionable. 


a © ET RT J. ǽ.ů—— 


CASE I. 


Mrs. ANN STEENTON, a linen draper 
and ſhopkeeper in Hampſtead, aged $1, rather 
of 


— 
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of a ſcorbutic habit of body, but remarkaj 
healthy for her time of life, and a very hone 
intelligent woman, applied to me on the $i 
of November 1780, for ſomething to relieyw 
a troubleſome itching that came on her hand 


and other parts of her body, particularly x gr 
night, after ſhe became warm in bed. Find. F 
ing her well in other reſpetts, I adviſed he: Wiſp: 
to let nature take her own courſe, and to ut io 


no medicine to remove it. On November 
the 12th in the morning I was ſent for in 
haſte, and receiyed the following relation 
from my patient, which was alſo confirmel 
by her neice and ſervant ; that ſhe had con 
tinued to be troubled with the itching after 
being warm in bed, from the time I firſt ſay 
her, till the preceding might ; and when ſhe 
ſcratched herſelf, which {he was unable to 
forbear from doing, that a number of lumps 
or weals would ariſe upon the ſkin; the itch 
ing hindered her getting her uſual ſleep at 
night, but ſubſided in the morning, and let 
a degree of roughneſs on the ſkin. On the 
night of the 12th the itching raged with un- 
common violence all over the body, arm, 


&c. But one of the weals, or bumps as he 
called 
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ned them, was particularly troubleſome to 
er on one of her arms, which ſhe endea- 
oured to abate, by putting her tongue to it, 
| 

ching of it; but ſhe was much ſurprized to 
and a ſmall ſwelling and protuberance ariſe 
4 upon the tongue, attended with ſome fenſe of 
pain almoſt immediately, but as this was not 
o proportionably painful as the itching was 
troubleſome, ſhe loſt the idea of it for the 
| preſent, and tried to compoſe herlelf to reſt, 
WJ as ſhe had had but little fleep for ſeveral 
WT nights before. Soon after ſhe fell aſleep, ſhe 
WT awoke ſcratching her arm, and not thinking 
of the former effect on her tongue, applied it 
immediately as before, which almoſt inſtantly 
became ſwelled to a great degree, attended 
vich a numby ſenſation, not unlike to a flight 
paralytic affection, which prevented her be- 
ing underſtood when ſhe ſpoke; this conti- 
nued for many hours, and alarmed the family 


lent for, I did not arrive ſoon enough to ſee 
the tongue very much ſwelled, but there was 
lome tenderneſs and tenſion left upon it, and 
it was in a degree numbed, and ſhe ſaid the 
diſorder 


hinking the ſaliva would allay the heat and 


— — 


T . — 


very much. As I was not at home when firſt 
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diſorder affected the root of her tongy 
I found no other complaint but the eſſeraq 
the ſkin, the body ſuihciently open, and th 
pulſe as uſual. I ordered an antimonial ly, 
ative mixture, of which a doſe was to h 
taken every four hours, and an anodyy 


draught at bed-time. 


The mixture cauſed a {li ght diaphorel 
on the ſkin, and the draught procured reſta 
night, ſhe ſuffered very little afterwards, fron 


the itching on the ſkin. On the 14th a dia. 


rhæa came on, which proved critical, and 
continued for ſeveral days, which I moderatet 
with a few grains of rhubarb and confetti 


Damocratis, and my worthy old patient lol 


her troubleſome itching, and remains hearty 
and well. 


I am, Sir, 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
THO. HATE 


Hampſtead, Nov. 28, 1786. 


To the M 3 Society of London. * I 


GENTLEMEN, 


SOON after I received the preceding hiſto- 
res, the following account of a fingular feoelling 
Wb; longue, was preſented to me by a gen- 
W:lcman equally diſtinguiſhed for his great 
practical knowledge, and the liberal commu- 
W nication of it by important publications: I 
W know well the ſubject, whole caſe is deſcribed, 
the accuracy of which is unqueſtionable. 


JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM. 
W London, Jan. 17. 1787. 


An Account of a fingular fivelling of the Tongue. 


The texture of her frame ſo finely wrought, 
That one might almoſt ſay her body thought. 
DoNxNxE. 


THE ſubject of this diſorder is a lady who 
has a mind endued with great ſenſibilities, 


and a body equally delicate and irritable. 
Vol. II. [nn When- 
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Whenever the former is impreſſed by am 
diſtreſsful ideas, the latter is in conſequene 
of them ſure to be affected by palpitation 
ſpaſms, fevers, and other nervous complaint, 
Theſe latter as conſtantly make a tranſition 
to the inteſtinal tube, and there produce; 
ſhort but painful diarrhea, by which as by; 
perfect criſis, all theſe complaints are termi 
nated, 


It is now more than nine years ſince the 
final period of menſtruation ; nor was it long 
after its ceſſation before ſhe was ſeized wit 
occaſional ſwellings of her tongue. It was 
once ſo exceedingly thickened as to deprek 
the lower jaw to the greateſt extent, forcing 
itſelf between and beyond the molares on 
each ſide, the inciſores full an inch before the 
lips, and backwards ſo far as to compreſs the 
epiglottis, by which the reſpiration wa 
nearly ſtopped. The attack now reſertei 
to, which was the worſt of all ſhe ever had, 
happened in the night. At this very alarm 
ing height of the diſorder, deprived of ſpeech, 
and incapable of taking any thing, ſhe ws 


inſtantly vled in the arm, as the only means 
3, that 


a RR 0 ___ _ 
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hat could be uſed. From this awful mo- 
ment the ſwelling began to abate, and the 
tongue gradually funk down to its natural ſize. 
The returns of this ſwelling are uncertain 
as to time, and apparently unconnected with 
whatever conſtitutes a periodical complaint. 
n ſometimes comes on once or twice in a 
week, at others not oftener in two or three 
months. It has the ſame variations as to its 
extent and magnitude. But the manner in 
which it begins, the time of its increaſe and 


procedure to an heighth, as alſo that of its 
declenſion, is more uniform and regular. 


It is always preceded and attended by a 
torpid head ach, ſleepineſs, a kind of anxious 
indolence, and incapacity of exertion, with 
a pulſe more ſlow and weak than natural. 


This ſwelling always begins near the tip 
or on one fide of the tongue, where it may 
be taken up between the thumb and finger, 
and felt diſtinctly by them, as if it was a 
gravel ſtone, or ſmall barley corn included 
within the ſubſtance of the tongue. It is 

O2 however, 
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Theſe were accompanied by the ſame inter 
nal ſymptoms, but with leſs ſuffering than 


however, perceived by the patient, mug 
ſooner than it can chus be diſtinguiſhed h 
others. 


This little ſolid particle may be felt, a 
even ſeen to encreaſe with great rapidity, f 
as to equal the hardneſs, and even exceed th 
ſize of a nutmeg, within the ſpace of an hou; Wl. 
and ſo on in a ſimilar proportion, till it a. 
rives at its heighth, which has been from fou 
to ſix, or eight hours, according to the degree . 
of magnitude it arrives at. It is general) 
twice as long in ſubſiding as in its encreale 
and conſequently from its commencement u 
its termination, may occupy the ſpace fron 
twelve to twenty-four hours. Although tht 
tongue has in general been the ſeat of ths 
tumefaction, it has occaſionally affected the 
lips, ſwelling as hard as a ſtone, and to an in- 
moderate ſize. It has more than once occ 
pied the tonſill and velum pendulum palat 
of one fide, as alſo the poſterior part of tht 
fauces, and top of the eſophagus, ſo as to 
hinder deglutition during its continuance. 


when 1t was in the tongue. 


Thele 
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Theſe ſwellings ſtill continue to make 
their appearance chiefly on the tongue, but 


not ſo frequently or to ſo great a degree as 
for the firſt three or four years of their com- 


mencement. 


' As to the immediate cauſes of this diſor- 
der, they appear to be the ſame, as thoſe 
which produced the diarrhæa, mentioned in 
the beginning of the narrative; for when the 
tongue ſwells, there is then no diarrhæa, and 
vice verſa. 


The firſt phyſician conſulted on this occa- 
lon was the late Dr. Fothergill, who pre- 
 [cribed an equal atmoſphere. Frequent bleed- 
WE ings, a fluid and vegetable diet, excluding 
WT animal juices, and all fermented liquors. But 
the patient being brought extremely low by 
this treatment, and neither the ſwelling, nor 
the diarrhea, becoming leſs frequent during 
that procels, it was relinquiſhed. 


Doctor Hinckley was ſo firmly perſuaded 
that a mild mercurial courſe would produce 


a ſalutary change in the conſtitution, that it 
was 
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was complied with by the patient; but thi 
was followed by a diarrhza, which was py 
an end to with the greateſt difficulty, and u 
ſmall hazard of life. 


The late Doctor Hunter; the learned ani 
excellent Doctors Heberden and Wathen, al 
declared themſelves unacquainted with thy 
nature of this diſeaſe; the laſt of theſe, hoy. 
ever, together with Doctors Allen and Pal 
thought it might be a ſpecies of the arthritic; 
vaga, but their unanimous advice was 1 
leave it wholly to nature, or at leaſt to it 
only ſuch methods as might give {trengtl 
to the conſtitution. 


About five years ago ſhe was ſeized witha 
kind of univerſal gout or rheumatiſm, at 
tended with extreme pain, and the los d 
motion in the right arm. All which went of 
in the ſpace of three or four months, leaving 
her exceedingly low and weak, for which it 
was adviſed to drink, and to bathe in, the hot 
ſprings of Bath in Somerſetſhire ; but thel 
were ſo injurious that they were left off alte! 


a few trials. On her return to town, ſhe had 
a ſevere 
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a ſevere ſit of the gout in her knee; and ſome- 
time after another in her ancle and great toe; 
Theſe paroxyſms were deemed by ſome who 
had been conſulted, a confirmation that the - 
diſorder in the tongue was of the ſame ſpe- 
cies, but this I {hall not pretend to determine, 
the return of that complaint, however, either 
at the time or in the intervals between thoſe 
parox yms, were neither more nor leſs frequent, 
better or worſe, than before theſe ſeizures. 


This ſwelling, when in the tongue, except 
in the dreadful attack abovementioned, al- 
ways kept ſtrictly to that ſide of it where it 
firſt began, being exactly limited by its 
rhaphe. It was the ſame when it ſeized the 
lips, and the tonſills, &c. and probably ſo in 
the fauces and œſophagus, though this laſt 
could not be ſo exactly determined. All the 
phyſicians whoſe names I have mentioned, 
not only gave their own perſonal attendance 
to this caſe, but were ſo obliging as to 
inveſtigate the writings of many of the an- 
tient as well as modern pathologiſts, without 
ſinding a ſingle precedent of this kind of dil- 


order. 


This 
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This caſe was attended to, and preſcribe 
for, by two juſtly eminent and excellent phy. 
ſicians. But as their preſcriptions were of: 
potent nature, and exhibited without am 


clear or direct indication, they proved ven 
injurious, and nearly coſt the patient her lik, 


If then, men ofthis high character were cul. 
pable 1 in preſcribing medicines and method; 
for the cure of a diſorder, the nature of which 
they were totally unacquainted with, and the 
event of which was ſo pernicious : it is my 
ardent wiſh, and the main deſign in this nar: 
rative, that thoſe who intend to enter, as wel 
as thole who now tread the path of medical 
Science, may avoid preſcribing potent medi 
cines, in every caſe where they are not plainly 
indicated: at the ſame time they endeavour 
to imitate theſe excellent men and phyſicians 
in the general tenor of their practice and 
conduct in their profeſſion. 
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0bſervations ON the Palſy, by WILLIAM Fal- 
cones, M. D. F. R. S. and C. M. S. Oc. 


Read March 26, 1787. 


e Palſy is well known to be the loſs 
of motion or of ſenſation, or of both, 
in any part of the body. It generally hap- 
pens that both of theſe are affected at the 
ſame time, and I believe it always takes place 
in ſome degree; but we may often obſerve, 
that the proportion which the loſs of motion 
bears to that of ſenſation is very different in 
different perſons. ſome recovering the ſen- 
lation very ſoon, and almoſt if not altoge- 
ther in a perfect manner, whilſt the power of 
motion continues very languid; others again 
quickly recover ſtrength, although the faculty 
of ſenſation remains very imperfect. In ge- 
neral, if the paralytic limb retains its natu- 
ral warmth, the teeling 1s tolerably acute, and 
if 
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if by any means the natural warmth can he | 
reſtored to a cold palſied limb, the ſenſe off 
feeling commonly returns in a good meaſur 
with the warmth; but this does not hold uni 
verſally, nor is the ſenſation thus reſtored 
though often ſufficiently acute, always of a 
accurate kind. I have known perſons, whok 
palſied limbs were exquiſitely ſenſible to the 
impreſſions, c. g. of a fly creeping on thi 
ſkin, who could with difficulty diſtinguiſh; 
piece of filk from woollen, by handling it 
The general account ſuch perſons give of thei 
feelings is, that it appears to them as if a piece 
of thick leather was interpoſed between thei 
kin and every object they touch.“ Fre 
quent) 
® I have ſeen two inſtances wherein the ſenſations wer 
ſo far depraved by a paralytic affection, as to exhibit to the 
mind oppoſite ſenſations to what they had formerly done; 
cold and preſſure conjoined in the ſame body, exhibitel 
the ſenſation of heat. A gentleman the day after havin 
had a paralytic attack of no very violent kind, called in tht 
morning whilſt in bed, for a cup of water to drink. Upo! 
his graſping it to bring it to his mouth, he exclaimed tha 
his ſervant had brought him water nearly boiling hot. Ee 
was, however, prevailed on to taſte it, and it then gave (0 


luis tongue the uſual ſenſation of cold. Cold water gave! 


ſenſation of cold alſo to his hands, when they were in. 
merſed 
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uently a pricking feeling is complained of 
in palſied limbs, reſembling that which ac- 
companies the temporary palſy that is brought 
on by preſſure on any nerve, by ſetting or 
lying long in any particular poſture; and I 
think I have generally obſerved ſuch caſes 
admitted of relief, The muſcles of a para- 
hitic limb are often diminiſhed, and of a 1lcoſe 

flabby conſiſtence, obvious to the touch on 
handling them; and I believe this takes place 
very generally in paralytic affections of long 
ſtanding. The degree of diminution, 1s how- 
eyer, in no proportion to the duration or the 
violence of the diſorder. I have ſeen an in- 
ſtance when the limb was no viſe affected 
in 


merſed in it, but a cold body preſſed hard againſt his hands 
felt hot. When he roſe from his bed, and placed his feet 
on the floor, he could ſcarcely believe the floor was not 
ready to burſt into flames, till he recollected the ſenſation 
relating to the water he had juſt before experienced. The 
preſſure, however, of a warm body, gave no peculiar or 
uncommon ſenſation. His ſhoes felt hot on firſt putting 
them on, but when reduced to the temperature of his feet 
elt as uſual, This extraordinary depravation of ſenſation 
was not accompanied with the {lighteſt injury to the under- 


landing, or any alteration of the feeling in any other re- 
ſpect, 
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in this reſpect, although the paralytic aff. 


tion was very complete, and of long ſtand 
ing. Palſies are generally defined to be di 
orders attended with diminution of the powe 
of motion, or ſenſation, or both; but a cat 
once occurred to me wherein theſe facultie, 
if at all, were ſo ſlightly affected, as not u 
be diſcoverable. Notwithſtanding which, | 
think the caſe might juſtly be denominated 
a paralytic one. A young lady of about 
three years and a half old, of a remarkable 
roſy complexion, was obſerved to turn pale 
ſuddenly on one cheek, whilſt the other re. 
tained its colour. As her ſtrength and ſpints 
ſeemed not to be affected, this was little re. 
garded at the inſtant, but undreſſing the child 
in the evening, the whole of the body on the 
ſame ſide with the cheek affected, was found 
to be turned of a pallid colour. In a fev 
weeks the leg and thigh of the ſame fide be- 
gan to waſte, but the ſtrength did not appear 
to be diminiſhed, and no reaſon offered itlelt 
to induce an opinion that the feeling was al- 
tered. The uſe of the waters externally ſoon 
reſtored the limb to its natural ſize and colour. 


The 
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The flexor muſcles in palſies have been oſten 
ſaid not to be weakened ſo much in propor- 
tion as the extenſors, and this is ſaid to be 
inſtanced in the hands and fingers, which 
when in a paralytic ſtate generally appear to 
be ſomewhat in a ſtate of contraction. But 
| have obſerved that in ſuch caſes, it was 
equally difficult to make a farther contrac- 
tion, and to bring the fingers into cloſe con- 
tact with the palm of the hand, as it was to 
extend them altogether. I therefore appre- 
hend this ſtate of the muſcles, to be only that 
in which they naturally are, when not acted 
upon by any effort of the will, and not in 
any' poſitive ſtate of contraction. It fre- 
quently happens that the arm is not greatly 
weakened in point of ſtrength, and is of abi- 
lity to ſuſtain or lift a conſiderable weight, 
when 1t 1s utterly incapable of performing 
any of thoſe operations that require any 
nicety or dexterity; writing for inſtance. 


The underſtanding is ſometimes, but not 
always affected in palſies. Loſs of memory, 
and childiſh imbecilities, ſeem to be the 

points 
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points to which mental injuries of this kin 
moſtly tend: but I have feen inſtances wherein 
the mental faculties were violently depravel 
by it. This was the caſe at times, and dur. 
ing the intervals a childiſh imbecillity took M 
place. 


In caſes where the underſtanding is not 
obviouſly altered, it is very common for a 
great change to take place in the temper, 
Great impatience and anxiety about the 


event are very common, and the ſufferers I 
uſually flatter themſelves at times with hopes Wil | 
of a complete recovery, and are angry with lf: 
thoſe who attend them for not acquieſcing if t 

| 


in the ſame opinion. Whilſt theſe ſentiments 
prevail, remedies are eagerly ſought after and 
tried, but if, as can ſcarcely be expected, no t 
great benefit appears in a ſhort ſpace of time, il | 
all confidence and hope is loſt, and a tran ! 
of deſpairing melancholy thoughts is apt to 
ſucceed; and remedies which might by long 
uſe have proved beneficial, are renounced 
before any reaſonable trial could be had. c 


It 
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te an accurate enquiry is not made, we 
; may often think the mental faculties of para- 
q lytic perſons to be uninjured, when in reality 
Whey have ſuffered a very ſevere ſhock. It is 
not uncommon to ſee people in this condi- 
tion diſcourſing in a manner perfectly ra- 
tional, and with the memory ſeemingly un- 
impaired, but ſuch perſons are at the ſame 
time unable to read a few lines in any printed 
book, and {till more frequently to write a 
ſentence 1n a letter, or even their own name. 
It is proper to remark that paralytic per- 
ſons frequently retain their own ideas toler- 
ably clear, when they are unable to recollect 
the words which are proper to expreſs them. 
Hence they are apt to miſtake the names of 
objects, and to ſubſtitute wrong words while 
their own ideas are perfectly confiſtent. J., 
however, often happens that in the ſevereſt 
paralytic attacks, the faculties of the mind 
remain uninjured till the departure of liſe. 


The greater part by far of the paralytic 
complaints that I have ſeen, have been hemi- 
plegias, or palſies of half the body in a lon- 
gitudinal direction, and Lam apt to ſuſpect that 
they 


y 
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they are all ſo at their firſt attack. It is com 
mon enough to ſee paralytic patients afte 


ſome time recovered of the affection in ſeyery 
parts of the body, and having no ſenſibl 
mark of it remaining, except · lameneſs of the 
leg or arm, or heſitation of the ſpeech, bu 


if we examine theſe caſes cloſely, we ſhall 


almoſt always find, that at the firſt attack 
the diſorder took the form of an hemiplegia 


and that at that time the marks of it were 


. diipguiſhable, 


The tranſverſe W or x pally of half 


the body in, a horizontal direction, I never 


ſaw, nor do I believe that an affection of thi 
kind, that may properly called a pally exiſt, 
at leaſt in this country. It is common enough 
to ſee the lower extremities reduced to a tate 
of great weakneſs and inſenſibility by rheu- 
matiſm, and other complaints, but though 
this when in its worſt ſtage, puts on the ap- 
pearance of palſy, it is in reality a very di- 
ferent diſorder from a true idiopathic pally. 


All thoſe of the rheumatic kind recited by 


Mr. Sauvages, ſeem to me to be ſymptomatic 
The hemiplegia tranſverſa, or any of one 


arm, 
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arm, and the leg on the other nice; I never 
ſaw; and though mentioned as common by 
ſome writers, I have much doubt concerning 
it. The nicety with which the exact half of 
the body is affected in hemiplegias is worthy 
of remark : the face, noſe, tongue, and 
lips, are divided with the minuteſt accu- 
racy and this I believe never varies. In pa- 
ralytic attacks that are not ſo violent as im- 
mediately to threaten life, we almoſt con- 
ſtantly find a degree of recovery after the 
ſtroke, which generally laſts for three or four 
days, and ſeems a kind of re- action of the 
ſyſtem, or a ſort of natural effort to reſiſt or 
throw off the complaint. This ſort of reco- 
very is generally aſcribed to the remedies 
uſed, which may no doubt often help to pro- 
mote it, but T have ſeen it take place nearly 
in the ſame manner where no remedies; or at 
leaſt none to which any good effects could 
be aſcribed, had been uſed. After this tem- 
porary effort, the condition of the patient is 
generally ſtationary, until a freſh attack. 
Every paralytic attack Lever ſaw, and I think 
t to be eſſential to the diſorder, was ſudden, 
and I believe inſtanfIneous. When thought 

Vol. II. F 3 
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to be gradual, it conſiſts, I apprehend, of MM 
ſeries of {light attacks. 


Palſies were hte thought to be con 
plaints peculiar in a good meaſure to li 
age; but the following account will ſhi 
that all ages are ſubject to them, and thy 
the period of life between the ages of thin 
and forty years, which we ſhould leaſt of i 
have expected, is full as liable to it as an 
other. 


Out of 100 paralytic caſes, extracted fron 
the regiſter of the Bath hoſpital, in the orde 
of their admiſſion, thirteen were under 2 
and ſeveral under 10 years of age, teh 
between 20 and go, thirty-ſix between 3 
and 40, twenty-one between 40 and 50, and 
eighteen between 30 and 70. The abox 
were all ſpontaneous palſies, and almoſt al 

of them evident hemiplegias. Particula 
conſtitutions and habits of body have bee 
ſaid to pre- diſpoſe to palſies. Plethoric pet 
ſons with a ſhort neck and florid complexiot 
great appetite, and indolent habit, are ut 
doubtedly pre-diſpoſed by theſe circumſtan® 


{ 
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that kind of palſy that ſucceeds apoplexy, 


ad which probably ariſes in ſome manner 
ot thoroughly explained from repletion; 
Nut with reſpect to other habits, I know of 
one that are exempt on the one hand, and 
i the other I know of none more ſubje& 
Wo pally than another. Pally in plethoric 
abits is generally preceded by ſymptoms 
WS coma and apoplexy, but in ſpare habits it 
ien comes on without any previous ſymp- 
Woms of that kind. I have found from re- 
| W cated obſervations, that nothing is more 
Wncertain than the ſigns which are ſuppoſed 
Wo foretel paralytic attacks. Vertigo, tem- 
Worary numbneſs of different parts of the 
ody, confuſion of ideas, convulſive ſtartings, 
Ind involuntary muſcular contractions, toge- 
er with great agitation and dejection of 
iris ſeem to partake of the nature of pally 
ey ſtrongly. Yet I have ſeen many per- 
W's who laboured under theſe complaints, 
W:d who Icould not help fearing, would ſuffer 
attack of the paralytic kind, but who 
aer were ſo attacked. One gentleman in 
aricular, who was ſubject to ſymptoms of 
is kind, in as great a degree as any I have 
P 2 known, 
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known, and who in conſequence thereof yy 


predicted above 20 years ago, to die ſoon d 


a paralytic ſtroke, is now alive in good health 


and in full poſſeſſion of all his faculties at the 


age of above 80 years. From the preſence oi 
ſuch ſymptoms I have apprehended ſuch ai 
attack in fourteen perſons, of whom ori 
only, who unfortunately for me, was an i 


timate friend, died in the manner expette( 
Paralytic patients are frequently obſerved 
be coſtive; and ſometimes I have ſeen thy 
to a great degree, and obvioully a part ofthe 
diſorder ; but though commonly occurring 
coſtiveneſs can ſcarcely be called a genen 
ſymptom; and when moderate, ſeems to b 
more owing to the ſedentary life ſuch perſon 
lead, than to the diſorder. The appetite d 
paralytic perſons is generally pretty great 
and often more conſiderable than it was ac 
cuſtomed to be when in health. I was fo 
ſome time of opinion that this was owing 
a weakneſs of the ſenſitive faculties of the 
ſtomach, by which it is enabled to judg 
when it is ſatisfied ; but I am now inclinedt0 
think this opinion erroneous, as I have gent: 


rally found that no complaint has been made 
| - il 
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of the quantity ſo taken in, feeling heavy or 
oppreſſive, or of being not eahly digeſted. 
On the contrary, this proceſs appears to 
go on regularly and well. Nay, I have“ 
ſeveral times obſerved the digeſtion con- 
ſiderably more regular, and the ſtomach leſs 
fatulent, and apparently leſs diſordered, after 
a paralytic ſtroke had taken place, than be- 
fore. This circumſtance ſeems to contradict 
an opinion which has been entertained by 
many perſons, that the cauſe of palſies gene 
rally originates in the prime viæ f. 


Paralytic people are ſometimes much in- 
clined to ſleepineſs, but this, though common, 
is not general. I have often ſeen them much 
diſtreſſed for want of repoſe, and obliged to 


have recourle to opiates for that purpole. 
P g Convulſi ve 


* Since the above was written, a caſe has been ſent to 
the Bath hoſpital, of a perſon who had for a conſiderable 
time been ſubject to vertigo, confuſion of ideas, ſpaſmodic 
contractions of the limbs, lowneſs of ſpirits, and many other 
nervous ſymptoms, all of which diſappeared on the patients 
having a paralytic ſeizure, which affected one ſide of the 
body, but did not take away its uſe. : 

f I have generally found that the appetite when it had 


been large, and begins to fail, indicates the termination of life 
to be at hand. 
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Convulſive twitchings of the muſcles (g 
nerally of ſome particular, and often ſmil 
muſcle) are very common with paralytic pz 
tients. Theſe convulſive efforts are ofte 
attended with great pain of the parts affefet 
They frequently occur during a courle ( 
the Bath waters, and are regarded when ng 
very violent, rather as a favourable ſymptom 
Pains in paralytic limbs ſometimes happen 
independent of convulſion, and ſometime 
theſe are very ſevere, and reſembling thoſe 
of the rheumatic kind. They, however, ar 
found in people who before the paralytic 
ſeizure, were never liable to pains of the limb 
of any kind. 


Paralytic limbs are ſubject to ſwell immedi 
ately on the attack. This ſwelling appean 
uniform throughout the part, and is molly 
of a ſoft and flabby kind, and ſeldom, I be 
heve, at firſt at leaſt, anaſarcous. It ſome: 
times goes off quite in a few days. If it con. 
tinues long, the lower extremities are apt to 
become cedematous, I have obſerved large 
fat people more inclined to ſwellings of ther 
limbs after paralytic attacks, than ſuch as ale 
of a thin ſpare habit. Paralytic limbs are 

ſometime 
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WW mctimes ſubject to perſpire largely, and are 
often in ſuch caſes conſtantly in a moiſt ſtate. 
This is generally, and I believe with reaſon, 
eſteemed a bad ſign, eſpecially as external 
applications of the warm kind have a ten- 
dency to increaſe this diſcharge. Sometimes 
the paralytic limb ſeems to have its perſpira- 
tion obſtructed, and the ſkin in a parched dry 
ſtate, This ſymptom generally yields to ex- 
ternal applications. Young people afflicted 
with this complaint are more apt to have the 
perſpiration in paralytic limbs increaſed than 
thoſe in a more advanced age. 


It ſhould ſeem probable, though it is by 
no means to be accounted as proved, that 
men are more ſubject to the idiopathic palſy 
than women. Out of 64 patients in the Bath 
hoſpital, for palſies without any aſſignable 
cauſe, that were admitted in the year 1776, 
45 were men, and 19 women. The proviſion 
of beds for women patients in the Bath hoſ- 
pital is little more than half of thoſe provided 
for men, yet the women's apartments are ſel- 
dom full, and often not much more than 
half, and thoſe of the men moſt commonly 
full, and often with go or 40 patients wait- 


ng 
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ing for admiſſion. It is obſerved, I think by 
Boerhaave, that thoſe paralytic attacks a» 
the moſt dangerous in which the muſcly 
about the mouth or face are affected, but thi 
I rather think was inferred from an 1dea, tha 
the diſorder would be more hazardous, x 
the parts neareſt the brain, or ſeat of life 
were affected, than from any experiment 
obſervation. The muſcles of the face, neck 
or throat, are affected more or leſs, in almoſ 
every hemiplegia at its firſt attack; though 
this affection frequently goes off entirely in: 
ſhort time. But I have not found ſuch calc, 
even where the affection of the face was more | 
permanent, to be attended with more imme. 
diate danger to life, or to reſiſt the power 
remedies more obſtinately, than other caſes 
wherein thoſe parts were not affected. 


— Jad 


Paralytic diſorders are thought to be more 
common 1n cold weather ; but this I appre- 
hend is true only of old people. Young and 
middle aged perſons appear to be equally 
liable to it at all ſeaſons of the year. Plethonc 
perſons, and ſuch as feed high, are generally 
moſt liable to theſe attacks a few hours after 
dinner, ſeemingly about the time of the ab- 

ſorption 
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ſorption of the food and its paſſing into the 
irculation, but perſons of a ſpare habit are 
ogener attacked after long faſting, as in the. 
morning eſpecially, if they eat nothing at 
upper. I do not find any particular poſture, 
or poſition of the body, in general, diſpoſes 
Joo attacks of this kind, more than another. 
f have ſeen people who have been attacked 
ſttanding up, fitting, lying in bed, walking, 
nnd riding; nor do I believe the attack was 
| influenced by any of theſe circumſtances. I 
| W {hould, however, obſerve, that I have often 
een people of a nervous conſtitution who 
WT were ſeized with vertigo, on viewing objects 
in an oblique poſition with their eye. 


On the cure of the palſy. The parts of the 
body that have been affected with palſy, if 
they recover at all, do it very irregularly. 
The parts that lie neareſt the brain do not 
recover the ſooneſt. The voice, when that 
ls affected in an hemiplegia, generally re- 
covers firſt, next the leg, then the arm, and 
laſt of all frequently the muſcles of the face. 
Remedies for the palſy may be conſidered as 
external and internal. This diviſion, though 
improper 
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improper for a regular treatiſe, may be | 
lowed in a collection of obſervations only, 
With regard to the uſe of external applica iſ 
tions, we {ſhould conſider that there are in 
moſt palſies two diſtinct ſymptoms ; one the 
loſs of heat and feeling, which I believe al. 
ways accompany one another; and the other 
the diminution, or loſs of ſtrength. Thee 
though generally combined, are not, hoy. 
ever, entirely dependent on the ſame cauſe, a 
they may be loſt and recovered, independent 
ina good meaſure, of one another. It appear 
alſo that ſome kinds of external remedies 
of the ſtimulant kind are more particularly 
adapted to reſtore the warmth and feeling of 
the part than others. External heat is of 
this kind, the moſt convenient application ot 
which, 1s by means of a hat bath, or ſtream 
of water let fall on the part. This I appre- 
hend ſhould always be tried previous to the 
application of the more acrid ſtimulants, a 
bliſters, &c. If ſtimulants of the latter kind 
be applied before the feeling be reſtored 
{ome meaſure, it has been obſerved they were 
of little ſervice, being often very languid in 
their operation, and apt to cauſe very trou- 

bleſome 
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pleſome and ill-conditioned ſores. If uſed 
on the contrary, after the bath has been 
ſometime tried, bliſters have often an excel- 
ent effect in exciting the languid motion ofthe 
part, and ſeldom cauſe any trouble in healing. 


In order to be able to uſe the waters ex- 
ternally, at the ſame time with the application 
of other ſtimulants, I have often tried embro- 
cations of equal parts of tincture of cantha- 
rides with the volatile aromatic ſpirit, or 
ſpirit of ſal ammoniac ; but I find the ſimple 
tincture of cantharides full as convenient as 
either of the others. If the embrocation be 
made with the ſpirit of ſal ammon. with quick 
lime, it proves cauſtic in a good degree im- 
mediately on its application. If made with 
the imple ſpirit, or with the ſp. vol. aromatic. 
it ſeldom, except in very tender ſkins, ſhews 
any effect at all. 


The tincture of cantharides uſed alone, 
produces a {light ſtimulus, and a little redneſs 
of the ſkin, without railing a bliſter or mak- 
ing a fore. As an active remedy, however, 
[think the application of a bliſter preferable. 

_— 
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Flour of muſtard ſeed rubbed on the ſkin, | 


have often ſeen adviſed, but never ſaw any 
effect at all from it. Rubbing with a fleh 
bruſh is generally recommended in palſie; 
but I think with leſs advantage than mighthe 
expected, though I do not deny it to be n. 
ther of ſervice, but I am confident I have ſeen 
better effects from long continued gentle 
rubbing with the hand, 


It is a frequent practice to lap up paralytic 
limbs in many folds of flannel, and to keep 
the perſon ſo affected, very warm in every 
reſpect. But this is, I am ſatisfied, a very 
noxious practice, as it generally induces a 
tendency to ſweat on the paralytic part, which 
always weakens it, and is with difficulty, even 
by an oppoſite method, reſtrained. Paralytic 
limbs ſhould no doubt be kept ſo warm as to 
feel eaſy and pleaſant in reſpect of tempera 
ture, but a conſtant application of heat not 
only produces the inconvenience mentioned 
above, but deſtroys the effect of temporary 
warm applications, whoſe efficacy depends 
in a good meaſure on the ſhock they produce 
by the difference of their temperature, to that 
to which the part is uſually accuſtomed. 


Even 
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Even external ſtimuli that depend on 
temperature, are found to ſucceed better 
when the heat is moderate, than when it is 
raiſed as high as the feeling can well ſupport. 
Some years ago, when the hot bath, which 1s 
allotted to the hoſpital patients was repair- 
ing, the fick perſons belonging to that cha- 
W rity bathed for two years or more at the croſs 

bath, which is only 94 degrees, whereas the 
other is uſually, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt 105. It 
was agreed by the medical faculty that the 
paralytic patients during that time recovered 
faſter and more completely than when they 
bathed in the hotter water. Some of the 
ancient writers ſeem to have been of the ſame 
opinion when they adviſe the moderate 
warmth of the {kin of an animal newly killed, 
as an application to a paralytic limb. In- 
ternal remedies for palſies are very numerous, 
which is a great preſumption, were there no 
other, that they are moſtly ineffectual. I have 
often tried ſome of the moſt ſtimulating ſub- 
ſtances that can be given with ſafety, as the 
ſiliquoſe plants, as muſtard, horſeradiſh, in 
ſtrong tincture and infuſion, the aromatic and 
heating ſpices, as cloves, and the guinea pep- 


per 
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per; from the laſt of which only, I have ob. 
ſerved ſome advantage to be gained. Emetic 
are frequently adminiſtered in palſies, indeed 
ſo often as to make a part of the common 
routine of practice. When tried ſoon after 
the ſeizure as an evacuant, they are often of 
great ſervice, and indeed when the conſtity. 
tion 1s ſtrong they are often uſeful, by the 
ſhock and agitation they produce indepen- 
dent of the evacuation they occaſion. But 
in weak irritable habits they are, I am con- 
vinced, often very injurious ; ſtraining and 
fatiguing the patient, and increaſing the de. 
bility, and thereby aggravating all the bad 
{ymptoms. 


Purgative medicines, eſpecially ſuch as are 
called of the warm kind, are frequently ex- 
hibited in palſies, and where evacuation 1s 
required, frequently with ſome good effect, 
but if often repeated tend only to weaken 
the body and hurt the appetite and digeſtion, 
and of courſe encreaſe the diſorder. When 
it has been neceſlary to give purgative medi- 
cines, I have generally found it ſerviceable, 


if the evacuation has been at all conſiderable, 
| to 
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WT to give a warm opiate at night after it, which 
[ ſurprizingly abates the tremor, lownels, and 
other nervous ſymptoms, ſo apt to accrue in 
ſuch circumſtances. Moſt of the medical 
writers, and practitioners, object to the uſe 
of opium in palſy, on account of the effects 
it produces being ſo ſimilar to thoſe of the 
diſeaſe we wiſh to cure. But I am convinced 
from repeated experience, that however ap- 
pearances may be againſt the uſe of opium, 
that in this inſtance appearances are falla- 
cious, and that opium when indicated by 
pain, ſpaſm, uneaſineſs, or other troubleſome 
ſymptoms, may occaſionally be employed 
with as much ſafety in palſy as any other 
complaint. The Turks who injure their 
healths ſo much by opium, do not more fre- 
quently die of palſies than other people. 


Several mineral poiſons are ſaid to have 
the power of producing palſy, but I never 
law a true palſy, or hemiplegia, that was ow- 
ing to ſuch cauſes. There ſeems to be a ſpe- 
cihic difference in the kind of palſy produced 
by each of the mineral poiſons. Thus lead 
alfects the ſtrength of the muſcles that ſup- 

port 
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port the wriſts, and cauſes the muſcles thy 
form the ball of the thumb, and frequent 
the deltoid muſcles of the ſhoulders to wa 
and diminiſh, but ſeldom produces any tr 
mors, dimneſs of ſight, or affection of oi 
fide more than the other. | 


— — — — — 


Copper J have ſeen cauſe ſtiffneſs and i 
gidity, together with a paralytic inability ty 
open or contract the muſcles of the fingen 
but not that flabby texture of the muſcles tha 
lead produces. 


Antimony I have ſeen produce ſuch 1 
. weakneſs of the ſtomach as to cauſe even 
thing to be rejected from it; and I have alb 
ſeen it produce a pally in the hinder legs d 
a dog, and I am informed this happens fre 
frequently among hounds where crocus me: 
tallorum 1s often given for the mange. 


Arlenic I have repeatedly known to pro- 
duce pally. In one inſtance it ſeemed to 
affect the hands, ſomewhat in the ſame man. 
ner as lead is known to do, but in two other 
inſtances no ſuch effect was obſerved, but the 
=p paralytic 
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Wparalytic affection was general. It began, 
indeed, with a numbneſs at the extremities 
of the fingers, but no particular affection of 
the wriſts, no waſting of the muſcles, as is 
the caſe with lead, was obſervable, 


Mercury alſo is well known to be apt to 
produce pally, eſpecially when inhaled in 
W fume or vapour, as among gilders. Vertigo, 
W tremors of the limbs, hands eſpecially, oph- 
thalmia, and general weakneſs of the limbs 
are the conſequences, but“ no ſpecifie affec- 
tion of any particular part. Mercury alſo is 
well known in many inſtances to have the 
effect of diſordering the underſtanding to a 
great degree. | h 


Biſmuth, which is uſed as the baſis of a 
fucus or paint for the face, much in uſe 
among women, has been thought to poſſeſs 
qualities ſimilar to the other metallic poiſons 
above-mentioned. Its principal effect ſeems 
to be ſhewn on the eyes, which it weakens 
very much. 


Vol. II. Q Zinc . 


* I have ſeen two caſes of perſons becoming totally 
blind by the too free uſe of mercury. 


, R : - H-.— 
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Zinc, I am inclined to ſuſpect, has ſons 
fimilar qualities. Do not its virtues in epi 
leptic caſes, if it has any, depend on its ſeda, 
tive properties? Electricity has often been 
recommended as a remedy 1n palſy, and much 
cried up by ſome that pretend to ſecrets in 
the mode of adminiſtering this remedy. But 
the medical faculty have, I believe, near 
loſt all faith in it, from experience of its ge. 
neral inefficacy to be of ſervice, and in ſome 
inſtances, of its miſchievous effects. I an 
more certain that a ſtrong electric ſhock 
poſſeſſes the power of cauſing a pally, than! 
am of its having any power to cure it. We 
have lately had two inſtances in the Bath 
hoſpital, of perſons who had paralytic attacks, 
after being ſtruck down with lightning. 


I kave mylelf ſeen electricity tried in many 
paralytic caſes, but never ſaw it produce any 
good effects. In ſome that were attended 
with great pain in the palſied parts, it had 
the effect of encreaſing this ſymptom, but 


this inſtead of conducing to the cure wa 
. evidently injurious, as the limb was always 


much weaker, as well as more painful, alte! 
the adminiſtration of the propoſed remedy. 
ARTICLE 
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Caſe of an Ileut, with Obſervations on an H- 
draulic Machine, by JaMES BUREAU, Sur 
geon, and F. M. 8. 


Read October 24, 1776: 


0 the 3d of May 1775, a lady went on 
a jaunt into the country, and at night 
was ſeized with a violent pain in her bowels, 
which continued ſome time without remiſſion, 
and attended with a bilious vomiting, which 
frequently returned. As ſhe was coſtive, a 
cathartic enema was exhibited to procure 
ſtools, and eaſe the pain in the bowels. She 
was blooded, and various medicines of the 
purgative kind were given for ten days ſuc- 
ceſſively, together with tobacco-fumes per 
anum, and cathartic enemata, in order to 
procure ſtools ; the warm bath was allo uſed, 
and opiates occaſionally adminiſtered, to re- 
heve the pain and vomiting, but all to no 


Q 2 purpoſe; 


| 
g 
f 
| 
: 
| 
- 
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purpoſe ; the retchings frequently returne 


the pain in the bowels continued more c 


teſs violent, and no ſtool could be procure 
Theſe ſymptoms continuing without ay 
abatement, ſhe was on the 19th day ſeize 
with a truly ſtercorous vomiting, exceeding 


offenſive to every one about her, yet wa 


hardly ſenſible of it herſelf, either by ſmel 


or taſte. 


In this way ſhe. continued till the 16h 
without any relief of her ſymptoms, by al 


the medicines or means that had been tried 


at which time ſhe was brought to town, whe 
1 firſt ſaw her, and received the above ac 
count from her hufband. 


The ſituation I found her in, was truly de 
plorable, being in conſtant violent pain, and 
the fecal vomiting returning ſometimesever 
half hour. Before I proceeded to the {ar 
ther trial of medicines, I made every neceſ 
ſary enquiry by examination, as far as coull 
be, whether or not there might be an incat 
cerated hernia; but could diſcover nothing 
that could induce me to. ſuppoſe that tha 
was the cauſe of the diſeaſe. 

I ordered 
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[ ordered warm fomentations to the abdo- 
men; ſometimes {he took pills of aloes and 
ſoap, at others the Rochelle ſalts in pepper: 
mint water, juſt as her ſtomach could bear, 
and the tobacco fumes per anum, were alſo 
very frequently applied, until it was found that 
chey encreaſed the diſpoſition to vomiting. 


Her ſkin in general was very cool, rarely 
perſpiring, and her pulſe from the beginning 
W of her illneſs (as I was told) was extremely 
firm and regular, and never from the firſt 
had ſhe any febrile ſymptoms, or marks of 
inflammation. It was propoſed to give her 
crade mercury, but ſhe abſolutely refuſed 
taking it, leſt, if it ſhould not paſs through 
her, it might add to her uneaſineſs by its 
veight; and, indeed, at this time ſhe objected 
to every thing in the way of medicine, being 
perſuaded that it would all prove ineffectual, 
and would take nothing but a little liquid 

nouriſhment now and then. 


However, about the ſecond or third night 
from her coming to town, ſhe voided two 
or three very hard ſcybala, of a whitiſh co- 


Q 3 lour, 
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lour, and apparently unmixed with bile, 
that I reaſonably imagined that there wy 
ſome obſtruction about the lower extremity 
of the inteſtinum ilion, occaſioned by indu. 
rated fæces, and that that which came aua; 
was a part of what formed ſuch obſtruction; 
as the clyſters that had been thrown up ha 
_ evidently paſſed the rectum, from the quan. 
tity that had been received: but no bene 
was experienced from this evacuation, the 
obſtruttion ſeemed ſtill as obſtinate as ever, 
and the ſtercorous vomiting ſtill frequent] 
returned. 


Juſt at this time I recollected a hint that 
Dr. Stephen Hales has given in his Hæmaſta. 
ticks, of the method of filling the inteſtines 
with warm water, by means of a perpend. 
cular tube, and thereby to ſubdue inflamma 
tion, or reſolve obſtructions in the prime 
viæ. 


I thought the preſent caſe a very prope! 
one, to make ſuch experiments in; and I ac. 
cordingly got a tin tube made, about tour 


feet long, of about an inch and a half di 
| meteſ 
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meter at top, and half that ſize at bottom. 
At the top of the tube was afhxed a large 
f:nnel-head, with ſeveral holes near the brim, 
through which cords were paſſed to tie it up 
to the teſter of the bed; and at the lower 
extremity of the tube was fixed a ſmall ſheep's 
gut (there being no time for getting any thing 
better then) to which alſo was faſtened a com- 
mon clyſter- pipe. The tube thus placed, 
the pipe was introduced in ano, the patient 
lying on her fide, and held firm by the nurſe, 
whilſt a mixture of warm milk and water was 
poured into the funnel-head, and gradually 
inſinuated itſelf into the inteſtines by its per- 
pendicular gravity, which, however, ſoon 
cauſed much pain from its preſſure in the bow- 
els, ſo that ſhe could not bear it any length of 
time, and 1t was accordingly removed, 


Soon after this {he had ſome cold water 
thrown over the abdomen, agreeably to an 
experiment, that has ſometimes been made 
to remove obſtinate coſtiveneſs, but which at 
the time ſeemed to effect nothing. However, 
in two days after the application of the tube, 
ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with a violent purg- 


ing, 
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eaſily effected. 
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ing, from which time all her other ſymptom 
gradually vaniſhed, and ſhe was thorough 
reſtored to health. From the long duratiq 
of the complaint, and the apparent inſuf, 
ciency of all medicines to remove it, I think 
it may fairly be concluded, that the int 
duction of the mixture of milk and water inio 
the inteſtines, was the only thing that ſeemel 
to be attended with ſucceſs; for though it wa 
two days before the purging came on, yet! 
can ſuppoſe that ſome of this fluid remamet 
in the bowels in contact with the indurated 
fæces, and in the courſe of that time { 
ſoſtened them as to render their expulſion 


I have already obſerved that the firſt hin 
I received of making uſe of an hydraulic 
machine in obſtructions of the bowels, was 
from Dr. Hales's hamaſtatical experiments; 
for from the obſervations he has made of it 
effects on brutes, he ſuppoſes great advantages 
may be derived from its uſe on the human body. 


On peruſing De Haen's Ratio Medendt 
Vol. ii. ch, 23. I found an hiſtory of an hy- 


draulic 
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draulie machine communicated to him by 
one Widemar, a Milaneſe phyſician, who ex- 
Jcols its uſe very highly, and tranſmis to him 
two caſes in particular, wherein it was of 
ſignal ſervice, to which I refer the reader. 


In the caſe of the lady already recited, 
not having a proper tube ready at hand, I 
vas obliged to get one made as quickly as 
poſſible, as ſoon as the thought ſtruck me, 

that it might be uſeful; therefore I got one 
made of tin, and conſequently inflexible; it 
was hung up by the fide of the teſter of the 
bed by ſtrings which paſſed through holes 
made at the brim of the funnel-head of the 
E tube, and hung down perpendicularly; to the 
bottom of which was an elbow made, form- 
ing an obtuſe angle about a foot long, at the 
extremity of which was a piece of ſheep's gut 
tied, and laſt of all a common clyſter pipe 
was fixed to that. This was the machine 
which in my haſte I put together. 


The great uneaſineſs which the patient 
felt, from the uſe of this machine, was no 
doubt from the preſſure niade againſt the 

valve 
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valve of the colon; inſomuch that ſhe c 


not bear it many minutes; and my tube 
ing inflexible, I was unable to lower it uf 
fictently to take off that preſſure, for by low 
ering it towards an horizontal direction, 
liquid would run out from the top: where; 
m the tube I have ſince contrived, the funll 
nel-head can always remain upright, whillf 
the reſt of the tube may be lowered to anjf 
degree; having thoſe parts of it that a 
flexible made of leather ſewed cloſely owe 
a worm of wire; ſo that by bending it, tha 
des of the leather cannot collapſe, as the 
would do without ſuch a proviſion, and af 
the ſame time keeps it more ſteady, 4 
Vogel, de cognoſcendis et curandis pra 
cipuis corporis humani affectibus, advise 
the uſe of this machine. 
After having enumerated the differen 
methods to be made uſe of in an inveterat 
yeus, ſuch as purges, oil mixed with hot 
broth or gruel; emollient and ſtimulating 
clyſters frequently repeated; the uſe of to 
bacco clyſters, and even quickſilver; he then 


adds 


Scale one Inch to a Foot 


Ma ton Cu, 
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ads, Sin autem nec per hanc rationem 
eus aut obſtructio expediatur; ope machi- 
nz hydraulicæ, in Italia nuper repertæ, multa 
aqua tepida ex inferioribus partibus impetu- 
oſe in alvum, per intervalla quatuor circiter 
horarum, injicienda eſt. 


do not at all doubt but great benefit 
may be obtained from the uſe of ſuch a tube, 
judiciouſly applied; at leaſt when every other 
common milder means have been uſed in- 
effeftually. I think we may be authoriſed to 
uſe it, and ſay with De Haen in his own 
words : © Cum morbus fit formidandus, nec 
raro'cito necans, mirum non eſt, forti nodo, 
quæſitos fortes cuneos eſſe, et in deſperato, 
deſperata tentata.“ 


. — 


EXPLANATION or THE PLATE, 


From fig. 1. to 2. of the tube, is leather, under which 
IS a Wire worm. 

From fig. 2. to g. is entirely of tin. 

From fig. 3, to 4, is leather with the worm. 

Pig. 5, is the clyſter pipe affixed. 


ARTICLE 
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Cafe of Inflammatory Conſtipation of the Bowel: 
© ſucceſsfully treated by James MacGartrick 

ADaiR; M. D. ma letter to W. Falcons, 
M. D. F. R. S. and C. M. S. and by bin 
communicated to the Medical Society of Lon- 


Read April 28, 1788. 


Bath . 
SIR, ath, February 25, 1788 
1 COMPLY with your deſire in ſending 
you the following caſe, which you were 
of opinion, ought to be communicated to 
the public, on account of the ſingular mode 
bywhich the patient was relieved. 


Thomas Stone, aged about 24 years, had 
been ill for ſeveral days before I viſited him. 
His complaints had been deemed to be ne- 


phritic, and, I ſuppoſe, were treated accord- 
ingly; 
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ingly; but, from every circumſtance, it ap- 
peared to me that he laboured under an in- 
lammatory conſtipation of the bowels. 


Having preſcribed a copious bleeding, 
opiates and purgatives, his bowels became 
ſoluble at the end of the third day after I 
viſited him; but the conſtipation again took 
place, and the former means, together with 
the uſe of clyſters of decottion of tobacco, 
of the ſmoke of this plant, and of repeated 
alperſions of cold water on the abdomen and 
extremities, were totally unavailing. I 
therefore had recourſe to what has been, for 
many years, my dernier reſort, in ſuch caſes, 
which after repeated trials, effectually re- 
moved the conſtipation, and the patient is 
now free from every complaint, except that 
of great debility. 


The means by which this relief was ob- 
tained, were many years ago ſuggeſted to 
me by the peruſal of the late celebrated pro- 
feſſor De Hatn's Ratio Medendi. 


In 


- 
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In one of his chapters, De Ileo, he ma 
tioned an inſtrument, invented by an Italiz 
phyſician, for the relief of perſons labouriy 
under this diſeaſe. This inſtrument wy 
nothing more than our common garde 
pump, which 1s e e for watering ou 
wall-fruit trees. 


To the ſpout of this was affixed a leathen 
tube and a clyſter-pipe; and by means of th 
pump, warm water (with or without oil, 9 
other laxatives) was injected per anum. 


f 


— 
8 — 


The profeſſor tells us that he made the 
experiment on a dog, and found that liquid 
thus injected, not only ſurmounted the val 
of the colon, but paſſed into the ſtomach, 
and were rejected by the mouth. Soon after, 
an opportunity occurred of trying this expe 
dient, and it ſucceeded; and ſo far as my re 
collection ſerves me, I have failed only in 
two out of 12 or14 caſes which have occurrel 
in my practice. 


—_— aww fra _ aa ous 39 ®Þ 


In one of theſe it was probable that a gan- 


grene had taken place before I was employed; 
in 
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4 I che other it appeared, from diſſection, that 


1 portion of che jejunum was ſo contracted as 


Larrcely to admit a gooſe quill; but ſo exten- 
are vas the operation of the machine, that 
1 il the portion of the canal below the impe- 
ment had been quite emptied by the injec- 


| 1 tion. 


Common clyſters ſeem to fail not only 
from their quantity being too ſmall, but from 
their not being injected with ſufficient force, 
even by a ſyringe; whereas, by this machine, 
a quantity of liquid, equal to fix or eight 
pounds, may, at once be injected into the 
canal, where being gradually diffuſed, it 
diſſolves hardened feces, and diſcharges them 
per anum; and though, where a permanent 
ſcirrhous conſtriction has been formed, no 
relief can be obtained by any means; yet I 
am inclined to believe that neither this nor 
other inſuperable cauſes of fatality occur ſo 
olten as is ſuſpected. 


With reſpect to thoſe ſpecies of the diſeaſe 
which are ſuppoſed to proceed from intus- 
ſuſceptio, and incarcerated hernia; if the for- 
mer 1s really a cauſe, I believe it occurs very 
rarely 


_— 
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rarely, and I conceive that this mode of i 
jection is the moſt likely means of. rem 
ing the impediment ; and, I know from «i 
| perience, that it wall generally empty th 7 
bowels, when the progreſs of the fæces i 
intercepted by hernia, provided the ext 
abdominal portion of the inteſtine is prexj 
oully replaced by the hand, or by the open 
tion for the bubonocele: but ſo far as my eu 
perience avails me, I may venture to aſſert 
that of the caſes which have ended fatally 
19 in 20 proceed from indurated fæces, u 
the ſtones of fruits or other inſoluble ſub: 
ſtances, being accumulated in the canal, in 
which caſe, this machine, when employed 
early and aſſiduouſly, cannot fail of ſaving 
the life of the patient, 


I proceed to offer ſome hints for the ule 
of this machine, and ſhall conclude with a 
few curſory remarks on inteſtinal conſtips 
tion. 


The tube may be about a yard and a hall 
in length, and about half an inch in diameter, * 


the pipe ſhould be of the largeſt ſize, with a WW at 
| | broad 


| 


1 


W of oil, ſoap, muſccvado ſugar, or common 
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ond rim to prevent the regurgitation of he 
id chrough the anus. 


ue injection has been ſometimes ſimple 


W warm water, or medicated by the addition 


falt, according as the ſtate of the bowels 
ſeemed to require its being leſs or more ſtimu- 


ating, to the quantity of a gallon or more. 
This injection being heated, and put into a 
narrow earthen veſſel, the pump is to be im- 
merſed into the liquor, ſo as to cover the air 
holes, the embolus or ſtaff is to be worked 
till the tube 1s filled, and the liquor flows 
from the pipe nearly of the warmth of milk 
from the cow. The pipe is then to be mtro- 
duced into the anus, and the liquor injected 
gradually, until the patient complains of a 
ſenſe of painful diſtention of the bowels, ow- 
ing to the parietes of the inteftines being too 
ſuddenly ſtretched by the column of liquid 
injected. The operator, therefore, muſt top 
for one or two minutes, and in the mean 
ume the abdomen ſhould be gently rubbed 
with a little warm oil, to affiſt the diffuſion 
and aſcent of the liquid into a ſuperior portion 

Val. II. R of 


of the ne in conſequence of which th 

ſenſe of diſtention gradually abates, or io 
tally ceaſes, when the injection is to be 
newed with the ſame. precaution, until th 
patient is ſeized with an irreſiſtible deſire q 
going to ſtool. 


— — — — Oy 


If nothing but the injection is Aha 
the operation is to be repeated every hour 
or two hours, till the fæcal contents ar 
evacuated; and in the intervals, cold wate 
may be daſhed on the abdomen and extr. 
mities for a minute or two, which, beſid 
its powerful effect in reſolving ſpalmodic con 
ſtrictions, diminiſhes febrile heat, and invigo 
rates the patient. 


As the liquid is cooled in its paſſage through 
the pump and tube, it ſhould be heated to 
about 120 or 130 degrees of Farenheit; 
icale, but for this there can be no certain 

rule, as the lenſibility of the bowels muſt be 
_ different in perſons, either conſtitutionally, o 
in coniequence of morbid irritation; care, 
however, ſhould be taken that the heat may 
be rather below, than above, par. 
25 Cold 
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Cold clyſters have been recommended in 
cholies; but as I never made the experiment, 
cannot determine how far their application 
may be adviſeable, when the bowels are in a 
ſtate of inflammation. 


I have not, upon enquiry, found that this 
machine has been employed for this purpoſe, 
in the Britiſh dominions, by any other prac- 
titioners; a circumſtance which, if true, is 
very ſurpriſing, conſidering the reſpectable 
authority on which it is recommended, and 
the frequent fatality of the diſeaſe under the 
common modes of treatment. | 


With reſpe& to the other remedies em- 
ployed; when the pulſe is ſtrong and quick, 
Lalways order blood to be drawn from a 
large orifice, from experimental conviction 
that the ſuddenneſs of the depletion, contri- 
butes more than the quantity evacuated, to 
abate inflammation, and to render the uſe of 
ſubſequent means more ſafe. | 


| When the pain is great, and the ſtomach 
lo irritable as to reject whatever it receives, 
| R 2 I always 


/ 
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I always preſcribe opium in a ſolid form, i 


doſes proportioned to the degree of irritation, 
and never venture on catharties of any kind, 
until I have reaſon to believe that they vil 
be retained; for the premature uſe of them, 
not only defeats the purpoſe of their admini. 
ſtration, but often exaſperates all the ſymp. 
toms. 


I am, however, more cautious and ſparing 
in the uſe of opium in inflammatory, than 
in ſpaſmodic cholic, and, indeed opium is ſo 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary in the colica pectorum 
or dry belly ach, as it is vulgarly termed, of 
hot climates, that I have been aſſured by a 
Weſt India practitioner, that he has frequently 
and ſpeedily cured this diſeaſe by giving a 
grain of opium every hour, and the ſpaſm 
being thus reſolved in 24 or 36 hours, the 
belly has fometimes become ſpontaneouſly 
ſoluble. 


I never, however, carried the uſe of opium 
ſo far, even in this ſpecies of cholic (which, 
in its nature and ſymptoms, is analagous to 
the bad cholic of this country) nor have ! 

ever 


. „ - wy CO 
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rer had occaſion to employ the garden 
pump, though I believe an early uſe of it 
would ſhorten the cure, and might prevent 


the ſubſequent paralyſis, which ſeems to reſult 


ſolely from violent and long continued irrita- 
tion. 


Phyſicians are rarely employed at the com- 
mencement of a diſeaſe; but if an opportu- 
pity ſhould hereafter occur, which might en- 
able me to manage the inflammatory cholic 
in its firſt ſtage, I ſhould rely chiefly on bleed- 
ing, optum, and the uſe of the garden pump, 
without interpoſing the uſe even of the mild- 
eſt purgatives; for I am convinced that they 
often exaſperate the ſymptoms, and increaſe 


the fatal tendency of the diſeaſe. 


To young praftitioners it may be right to 
point out an error, which is, I believe, very 
frequently committed. In common chohe, 
it is a frequent practice to give tincture of 
rhubarb, or infuſion and tincture of ſenna, and 
other griping purgatives, which often ſucceed 
when the fit proceeds from laxity and flatu- 
lence; but, in ſtrong and full habits their ſti- 
R 9 mulus 
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mulus often renders them ineffeQual, u 
even unſafe. The bowels imperfeAtly em 


tied by theſe means, become again coflije 
but the ſame purgatives may be ſo far fro 
being again effectual, that, by their ſtimulu 


they may convert a ſimple cholic into an il 


paſſion. To prevent this dangerous tran, 


tion, inſtead of repeating the purgative, i 


the pain of the bowels is ſevere and fixed 
bleeding becomes neceſſary, eſpecially, i 
from acceſs of fever, there is reaſon to ſulpet 
that mflammation has taken place, otherwik 
opium, in doſes proportioned to the exigenq 
aſſiſted by bland clyſters, will OT 
[afliciefit for = purpole. 


Dr. i T: South Carolina, recon 
mends a ſolution of the vitriolum cæruleun 
in the ſpaſmodic cholic : I have ſometime 
preſcribed it in pills with calomel, gumboge 
or both, after the pain has been quieted by 
opium. A ſurgeon in Antigua, celebratel 
for his ſkill in the cure of this diſeaſe, reliet 
on the uſe of large doſes of opium and calo- 
mel, well aſſured ſo. ſoon as the mercur) 


EY the mouth, the ſpaſm would ceale, 
Draſtic 
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Draſtic purges are more ſafe i in this than i in 
the inflammatory cholic. | 


This ſpecies of cholic was, formerly, very 
frequent in our Weſt India colonies. But, 
on my return to Antigua in 1777, after an 
abſence of 15 years, I found that without 
any aſſignable cauſe, it had become exceed- 
ingly rare; and, on converſing with a medical 
man who had reſided many years at Jamaica, 
he remarked, that of late it had become much 
leſs frequent than formerly in that iſland. 


I am, Sir, 
Sn 5 'Yours, &c. 
Dr. Falconer. J. M. ADAIR. 


Ll oy . 4 
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London, June 7, 1788. - 


DOCTOR ADAIR, finding that Dr. Fal- 
coner has omitted to tranſmit to the ſociety 
ſome farther remarks on the ſubje& of the 
firſt, would deem himſelf deficient in point 
of candour, were he to conceal a circum- 
ſtance which has occurred ſince the firſt 


paper was tranſmitted to the ſociety. 
Dr. 


248 MEMOIRS. of the 


Dr. Falconer being conſulted in a caſe q 
inflammatory conſtipation, deſired Dr. Ad 
to give directions for the uſe of the Puny, 
It was uſed only twice, and the patient dil 
within 36 hours. 


Dr. Falconer did not, however, deem thi 
trial ſufficient to leſſen his confidence in th 
machine; and Dr. Adair thinks it highh 
probable from the account he had of the 
patient's ſtate at the commencement of thy 
trial, that a age had taken place. 


Dr. Adair thinks it proper to remark, thy 
during the firſt trials, the bowels are ſo it. 
able, and the impediment from accumulated 
feces ſo great, that the patient may not be 
able to receive above one or two pints of 
liquid before he diſcharges it; yet afterward 
may be able to retain ſix or eight pints. 


He thinks that the beſt poſture for recen- 
ing the injection is by leaning on the elbows 
and knees, and when the patient 1s tired of 
this poſture, he may receive it lying on be 
back; becauſe either of thoſe poſitions ſeems 
10 


b de more favourable to the aſcent of the 
W lcuidin the inteſtinal canal, 


It would be more convenient to have the a 
veſſel, which contains the liquid, made of iron, 
nnd ſoldered to the end of the pump: Dr. 
Adair directed an apparatus, conſiſting of the 
pump, leather tube, and ſhouldered clyſter 
pipe, to be put up at Jones s, No. 33, Hol- 
born; but as it was to be ſent abroad, the 
veſſel was not affixed to it; as any veſſel 
which could contain about a gallon of liquor 
would anſwer the purpoſe. Before Dr. Adair 
leaves town he will leave full directions with 
Jones, ſhould any perſon apply for the ap- 


paratus. 


ARTICLE 
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An Atamee 70 jor Bukit the 3 concernedi i 
, the Act of Vomiting, by Experiments mage. 
April, 1787. e AIGHTON, Surgen, 
and F. M. S. 


Read June 16, 1788. 
TOMITING is an action which ſeems to 
have been explained by phyſiologil 
in a more ſatisfactory manner than many 
other animal functions. It is generally al- 
lowed to be performed by the concurring 
efforts of the ſtomach, diaphragm and ab- 
dominal muſcles; and that none of theſe pov. 


ers ſingly is conſidered ſufficient to produce 
the act of vomiting. | 


Before the contents of the ſtomach are 
diſcharged, a moderate full inſpiration is uſu- 
ally made, 1n which the diaphragm deſcends, 


or in other words, loſes its vaulted concave 
appearance 


** = oO... Od LL. Jews” 
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appearance on its abdominal ſurface, and 
becomes reduced nearly to a plain; in con- 
ſequence of which, a preſſure is made on the 
upper part of the ſtomach. Whilſt this is 
performing, the abdominal muſcles by anta- 
gonizin g the diaphragm, draw down the ribs, 
and at the ſame time make a preſſure on the 
inferior part of the ſtomach, ſo that from the 
nnited efforts of theſe two powers; viz. the 
W diaphragm above, and the abdominal muſcles 
below, we ſhould expect the contents of this 
viſeus would be diſcharged, and this really 
happens if a peculiar condition be induced 
on the ſtomach, exciting nauſea; but in what 
chat particular f ſtate may vary from the natu- 
ral one is not very evident. However, this 
effect is produced; a light contraction be- 
gins at the pylorus, and extends in an inverted 
direction as far as the middle of the ſtomach, 
by which means its natural convex figure is 
deſtroyed, and it becomes ſomewhat flat- 
tened. When theſe three cauſes concur, 
vomiting is produced; and in this way, phy- 
hologiſts have 3 ex omen r action. 


But in conſequence of ſome experiments 
lately made in France, , this theory has been 
called 


called in queſtion. It is aſſerted, that jj 


action of the abdominal muſcles is not 4 
ways neceſſary to produce vomiting; an 
that the contents of the ſtomach can b. 
diſcharged when their action is taken am 
And what is contrary to all expectation, an 
even repugnant to reaſon, is, that the ly 
mach, inſtead of contratting or diminiſhing 
its capacity, is evidently enlarged at the in 
Rant of expulfion. 


A 0 of the ſtomach ſo oppoſite 
to the general laws of animal nature, excite 
the attention of ſome gentlemen in thy 
country, and the ſame experiment which 
had led to ſuch an extraordinary concluſion 
was repeated at Edinburgh. A friend d 
mine who was preſent gave me the followuy 
account. fy. 


A dog having ſwallowed ſomething caps 
ble of exciting vomiting, had an opening 
made into the abdomen as ſoon as it began 
10 operate; and in a very ſhort ſpace | 
time, a ſmall quantity of fluid was diſcharged 
by the mouth: it was uncertain whetherthe 

ſtomach 


mas Mm. _— at kad a" a 'K_—_ 
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nomach was in a dilated ſlate at the moment 


of expulſion or not, but was evidently 


| diſtended prior to it, from 1 air 
taken in by the mouth. 


_ This experiment did not ſeem in any re- 
ſpect deciſive, for I ſuſpected that the dif 
charge from the mouth which had been called 
W vomiting, was occaſioned, either by ſome 
preſſure which the ſtomach had received by 
the falſe ribs; or by the eſeape of ſomething 
which was previouſly lodged in the cefopha- 
gus. In order, therefore, to aſcertain this 
point, I made the following experiments. 


— ä  — 


EXPERIMENT I. 


A SCRUPLE of emetic tartar mixed with 
about one ounce of water was given to a 
dog... In eight minutes he vomited. He was 
immediately fixed upon a table, and a tranſ- 
verſe inciſion made through the abdominal 
muſcle and peritonzum from the right ſide 
tothe left. From the center of this inciſion, 
a longitudinal one was carried upwards as 
F far 
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far as the ſternum, in the courſe of the linea 
alba: by this means two angular flaps we 
made. The ſtomach, and a great part of th 
inteſtines immediately protruded, and to pre 
vent the ſtomach receiving any preſſure fron 
the falle ribs, I kept them conſtantly elevatel 
with my hand. About four ounces of warn 
water, in which a ſcruple of Roman vitro 
had been diſſolved, were injected into the 
ſtomach (by means of a long curved pipe fixel 
to an elaſtic vegetable bottle) to excite the 
powers concerned in vomiting anew. He 
ſoon became ſick, and made repeated at 
tempts to vomit, but could diſcharge nothing, 
In theſe attempts air was taken in by the 
mouth, and every ſucceeding effort increal- 
ing the diſtention of the ſtomach, it became 
at laſt às tenſe as a drum. Whilſt this wa 
taking place, the fauces were frequently i. 
ritated, and violent attempts were thereby 
induced, but nothing could be made to eſcape 
from the ſtomach. To ſatisfy myſelf, "that 
the diſtention was owing to the reception ol 
air, I made a puncture and diſcharged it; and 
to prevent any part of the contents of the 
inteſtines eſcaping into the ſtomach, from 

inverted 
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averted motion, I made a preſſure on the 
| pylorus with MY" finger and thumb. In this 


tuation the dog was kept upon the table for 
a hour, when the powers of life beginning 
o faulter, we reſigned him to his fate. 


In this experiment the ſtomach was ex- 
W-oſcd to the cold air, I wiſhed, therefore, to 
Wobviate any objection that might ariſe from 
this circumſtance; and to this end the pro- 
ceſs was diverſified in the following manner. 


A 


n 9 * 1 T ' | 's 2 
EXPERIMENT II. 


' THE fame quantity of emetic tartar mixed 
in four ounces of milk was given to another 
dog, and in three minutes I made an opening 
into the-abdomen, in a manner ſimilar to the 
lormer. The ſtomach and inteſtines being 
completely expoſed, and ſickneſs not having 
yet taken place, I obſerved with ſome atten- 
non, the changes induced upon this viſcus, 
in its tranſition from the natural ſtate, to 
that of ſickneſs. The moſt obvious natural 
| appearance 
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appearance is its periſtaltic motion. In ili 


perform an equal ſhare, it being much mot 


evident in the right portion than in the le 


It begins nearly in the middle of the fl 


the action firſt began, recovers its forme 
ſtate; a ſucceſſion of theſe actions conſtitut 
the natural periſtaltic motion, and in which 
the left portion ſeems to perform only a 
obſcure part. 


As ſoon as ſickneſs commenced, this ation 
became weaker, and preſently its order ws 
evidently inverted, for inſtead of the con- 
traction beginning in the middle of the fo 
mach, it began at the pylorus, and extendel 
nearly to the middle; and at this time a quai. 
tity of air being taken in by the mouth, i 
became ſomewhat diſtended. 


Thi 


every part of the ſtomach does not ſeem i 


mach, by forming a circular contraction, bi 
that it ſeems as if it were divided into tw 
portions like an hour glaſs. From this poin i 
the contraction proceeds towards the intel 
tines; and in the mean time the part wher 
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This contraction at the pylorus ſeemed 
chiefly for. the purpoſe of preventing the 
eſcape of the contents into the inteſtines, 
and of determining them upwards to the celo- 
phagus. However, no diſcharge enſued. A 
quantity of water made warm was poured 
upon the ſtomach, by means of a ſponge, fo 
that its natural warmth was preſerved. Se- 
veral efforts to vomit were made without 
eſfect. About half a ſcruple of white vitriol 
diſſolved in warm water was 1njected into 
the ſtomach, and its action vas aſſiſted by 
irritating the fauces, but no vomiting could 
be produced. Having perſiſted in theſe 
means about an hour, the animal became ex- 
hauſted. 


Hitherto, my attention had been chiefly 
directed to the powers of che ſtomach, with 
aview to aſcertain whether there be, inherent 
nit, force ſufficient to diſcharge its contents 
without the aid of the abdominal muſcles; and 
to excite theſe powers in a very high degree, 
introduced into the ſtomach ſome of the 
moſt active articles of the materia medica. 
I wiſhed next to know whether a ſtimulus. 

Vol. II. 8 applied 
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applied to the peritonæal coat of this viſa, 


would fo far aſſiſt the action of an emetic,y 
to produce vomiting. 


. — — 


EXPERIMENT HI. 


ANOTHER dog was procured, and d 


ſame quantity of emetic tartar mixed in mill 


was given to him. In a few minutes he W 


fixed on the table, and opened in the ſam 


manner, and warm water with white vitnd i 
diſſolved in it, was again injefted into the 
ſtomach. He ſoon became ſick, took na 


by the mouth repeatedly, ſeemed in great 
diſtreſs, but could not vomit. Beſides keep 
ing up the natural heat of the ſtomach, by 
pouring upon it warm water from a ſpongy 
as in the laſt experiment, I dropped at di 
ferent times, ſome of the cauftic volati 
alkali upon its ſurface, which excited it v 
very forcible contractions from the pylom 
upward, but it produced no diſcharge. | 


waited ſome time, but no further change 


took place. I began now to be ſatisfiedthil 
ther 


— 
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mere were not powers in the ſtomach ſut- 
ccient to expel. its contents, without adventi- 
tous aid. I wiſhed to know how ſmall a de- 
ee of aſſiſtance was neceſſary, and therefore 
placed my hand in ſuch a poſition, that in the 
next effort to vomit, the diaphragm might 
ooch the ſtomach againſt me, which it did, 
Ind he vomited inſtantly. 


l was very cautious to avoid any active 
preſſure, and therefore made my hand a fixed 
Wpoint, allowing the diaphragm to preſs the 
omach againſt it, rather than to preſs upon 
the ſtomach with my hand. In about a minute 
ee became ſick again; a gentleman who at- 
ended the experiment placed his hand in a 
Imilar manner, and he vomited again. 
Though in every effort to vomit, the ſto- 
mach had been very much puſhed down by 
the diaphragm; yet as the abdominal muſcles 
vere removed, its preſſure was always eluded; 
but in placing any reſiſting body in their 
lead, without attempting any thing like an 
mitation of their action, the diaphragm, 
aded by the ſtomach's own efforts, expelled 
Is contents. 


S 2 Having 
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Hlaving endeavoured to explain what | 
conceive to be the ceconomy of the ſtomag 
in this operation, our curioſity may perhay 
be excited to trace the cauſes of ſuch a con. 
trariety of reſult from the ſame experiment 
made by others; and to determine the pre. 
ciſe circumſtances which led the French phy: 
ſiologiſts to imagine that the ſtomach wy 
not only able to expel its contents, without 
the abdominal muſeles, but was even diſtend 
ed at the very moment of expulſion. 0 
this, I can only conjecture. Vomiting my 
be produced, if the opening into the abd. 
men does not extend far enough to the [et 
fide ; for the lateral portions of theſe muſcle 
being entire, may, by drawing down the falk 
ribs, preſs upon the ſtomach, and thus pre 
duce vomiting. And a quantity of air being 
taken into the ſtomach previous to the di- 
charge, together with a more evident profu- 
ſion of it from the action of the diaphragn, 
might lead an obſerver, not aware of ſuch 
deception, into an idea that the ſtomach 
dilated in the act of vomiting. However 
am perſuaded, that experiments conductel 
under this caution will be attended with 
contrary reſult. 


What 
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What has been advanced above, applies | 
only to animals with ſtomachs ſimilar to the 
human RT | 
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Caſe of an cxtrgordy nary len of the 
Abdomen,, owing to a fie 2 encyſted Tumour, 

R. PULTENEY, M. D. F. R. 8, and 
S. in 4 Leiter 70 J. C. LETTSOM, 


M. D. e. 5 
Read 1 Juv 9, 1788 


1 Mes. M was ſprung from parents who 
4 both died dropſical; and ſhe had a 
dropſical tendency in her conſtitution for 
leyeral years before the diſeaſe ſeemed to 
originate, which proved fatal to her. She 
vas married about the age of twenty-ſix; but 
had not borne children. She had been ſub- 
ject to hyſterical affections, but had in gene- 
ral been remarkably regular in the natural 
evacuations of the ſex, and continued ſo to 
nearly the laſt period of her life. 

83 | For 
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For more than three years before he 
death, this lady began to be ſubject to pain WW: 
of a very excruciating nature, on the A 
fide of the belly, which often attacked he 
and ſometimes brought on violent ſpaſm i 
and hyſterical fits, which not unfrequent WM 
held her for ſeveral hours. The violene 
and frequency of theſe fits by degrees abate 
but all the ſymptoms of a dropſy advanca 
very faſt, and a weight and tumour, which 
for ſome time had been perceived on the li 
fide, became more manifeſt. It was imagined 
that water fluctuated in the abdomen ; and 
though this might probably be the caſe in 
the earlier ſtage of the diſeaſe, yet the ſea 
of the pain, and the circumſcribed nature a 
the tumour, from the firſt, ſtrengthened the 
ſuſpicion of an enlarged ovary, and announce 
an unfavourable prognoſtic very early. The 
{ſwelling gradually enlarged, and in the ſpace 
of a year, the whole abdomen became hard 
while the tumefaction of the cellular men. 
brane in general ſubſided, and the body and 
limbs (except the ancles, which had ever been 
ſubje& to ſwell) became gradually emaciated, 
and finally, to an extraordinary degree. 

During 
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WJ - During the greater part of the years 1785 
ad 1786, notwithſtanding the vaſt bulk of 
be body, ſhe was able to take the air in a 
carriage; and almoſt daily to walk a little 
way, and her general health was conſiderably 


teuer chan in che early fate of the diſcaſe. 


Towards the latter end of 1786 however, 
= the legs fwelled enormouſly, broke, and 
diſcharged, but without any ſignal benefit, 
cor diminution of ſize in the body. For near 
W month before her death, the mouth and 
fauces, as has been obſerved in ſimilar caſes, 
became highly apthous; and this affection 
gradually increaſing, ſhe ſunk under her ac- 
cumulated calamities, and died January the 
goth, 1787, in the 45th year of her age. 


A PPearances on opening the B ody. | 


Upon puncturing the abdomen with the 
trocar, a ſmall quantity of a glairy light- 
brown coloured liquor iſſued forth. After 
the integuments were laid aſide, there ap- 
peared an immenſe tumour, occupying the 
whole cavity of the abdomen, and which, 
from its bulk, had, in an extraordinary de- 


gree, deranged the ſituation of the viſcera ; 
: all 
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all of which; though they appeared not i 


be in a diſeaſed itate, were, from the tou 
loſs of fat, apparently much reduced fro 
the natural ſize. The preſſure upon then 
had been ſo great, that it afforded mati 
of curious ſpeculation, how the œconomy d 
life had been carried on ſo long, under ſo 
great an oppreſſion and derangement. 


>>. 


The tumour itſelf was nearly round, an 
did not adhere to the parietes of the abdo. 
men, unleſs here and there by ſlight fibroy 
connexions. But, at its origin in the pelvi, 
it was firmly connected with, or ſeemed 
, rather to proceed from, one of the broad 
ligaments, and no trace of the ovary could 
be diſtinguiſhed. The uterus was ſtretched 
and ſpread in an elongated manner, on one 
ſide of the tumour, | 


wy „ wwe mw „ _v win, yan 


This large body was of a fleſhy nature; 
and, in ſome parts, of a {cirrhous-like, and 
almoſt tendinous hardneſs. It was made up 
of a congeries of ſmaller tumours, from the 
ſize of a nutmeg to that of an egg ; and many 
were much larger. Theſe were cloſely com- 


pacted, 
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baaed, and intimately united to each other; 
ach, however, being a ſeparate cell, or cyſt, 
with an extremely thiek fleſhy coat, con- 
W caining in its cavity, a ſmall quantity of the 
dai fluid before · mentioned. In ſome in- 
ſbances, theſe cyſts ſeemed to communicate 
with each other, in others not ſo. The 
whole ſuggeſting the idea, that they had ori- 
einally been hydatids, the coats of which 
bad been gradually thickened, and the whole 
become an organized maſs of fleſh, The 
preſſure, as it ſhould ſeem of the tumour on 
the Ilia, had rendered both of them carious 
and purulent, and eſpecially that on the af. 
fected ſide. This maſs was taken entirely out 
of the body, and weighed fifty- ſix pounds, 
excluſive of the fluid loſt in the diſſection, 
which might probably amount to three or 
ſour pints, 


The firſt ſymptoms of a diſeaſed or drop- 
ical ovary, are allowedly very obſcure and 
equivocal. Probably in moſt caſes the part 
is ſo far enlarged, as to be ſenſible, even 
by its weight, to the patient before the di- 
leaſe is diſcovered. In the advanced ſtate, 

It 
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it is well known to admit of great variey, 
in reſpect to the change that the ovary hy 
undergone,' as well as in the nature of th 
contents. In ſome, the whole forms ons 
large bag, or cyſt full of water, of differen 
degrees of fluidity, as in the aſcites; in other, 
it is made up of a congenes of cyſts, with 
coats more or leſs thick, and the contained 
fluid is ſometimes glutinous and ropy, and 
fometimes of a ſteatomatous nature; in 
others, the whole is made up of hydatid; 
of. this latter kind, probably, were the cyl 
deſcribed in the preſent caſe in the beginning 
of the diſeaſe; for that the tumour orig. 
nated in the ovary, I think we can ſcarcely 
doubt; from the ſtrong connection it had 
with the broad ligament only; and the m- 


poſſibility of diſcovering any 5 2 on tha 
fide. 


Diſeaſes of this part are, unhappily, among 
thoſe which admit of ſmall relief from medi- 
cine. It may indeed too juſtly be doubted, 
(if in any inſtances they are aſcertainable in 
the beginning) whether the progreſs of them 

can be checked by the power of phylic. 
I i 
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n ihe later periods, phyſicians but too fre- 
quently experience the inefficacy of their art. 
palliative relief is then only to be expected; 
bor what medicine could avail againſt the 
increaſe of an organized mals of fleſh, which 
W {med at laſt, indeed, to be bounded only 
| by the incapacity of the abdomen to admit 
of farther enlargement? 1 


In the preſent caſe, while the tumour was 
not extraordinarily larger, and the cellular 
membrane was loaded, diuretics of various 
kinds were adminiſtered, upon caſual dimi- 
nutions of the renal ſecretion, with ſucceſs. 
As the emaciated ſtate came on, they were 
more diſuſed, and gentle opening medicines 
procured temporary alleviations. 


It has been uſual to conſider and deno- 
minate all general enlargements of the ab- 
domen as dropſies; and to this term, among 
people at large, is even annexed the idea of 
water in the cavity. Were the prejudices of 
mankind ſo far overcome, as to allowof more 
frequent diſſections, the diagnoſtics of the 
WW {everal kinds of dropſies and-tumours of the 


abdomen 
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abdomen'might become, if not fixed, at lea 
much more probably aſcertainable; and: 
juſt prognoſtic ſecured by the practitione, 
not leſs advantageous to his reputation, than 
to the general advancement of the art. Much 
injudicious and fruitleſs application of me. 
dicine would be prevented, and not unfr, 
quently, the unavailing operation of the pz. 
racenteſis, by which the fate of the patien 
has doubtleſs been often accelerated, 


3 —_— wt. — — — Anz — 


It would be tedious and unneceſſary u 
quote a number of authors for caſes of this 
kind. They are frequent in the writers of 
pathological obſervations, and in the Sepul. 
chreta of Bonitas, and others. The Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions, and the London Me. 
dical Obſervations, contain ſeveral ; but 
above all, the Hiſtoria Anatomico-Medica 
of Lieutaud, abounds with them, under the 
heads Ovaria Tumentia, Ingentia, Scirrhoſa, 
&c. Yet, among all theſe, I do not meet 
with any, in which the whole tumour vas 
ſo entirely compoſed of an hard fleſhy ſub- 
ſtance, as in that of the preſent inſtance; 


fince I think, from the beſt computation I 
am 
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Im able to make, that the whole could not 
contain five or ſix pints of fluid. 


From this circumſtance, the diſeaſe in ita 
laſt ſtage, however connected originally with 
a dropſical cauſe, will be found in the ſyſ- 
tems of modern noſologiſts, under the term 
phyſconia; of which genus Sauvages, Cul- 
een, and Sagar enumerate fourteen or fifteen 
ſpecies ; deriving the ſpecific name and dil- 
tinction, from the different viſcera, or parts 
from which they originate, 


=_ Sauvages, after quoting the caſe mention- 
ed by Monro in the Edinburgh Medical Eſ- 
WT ſays, Vol. vi. produces one from Horſtius *, 
in which, though not ariſing from the ova- 
rium, the tumour was equal to that I have 
deſeribed, ſince it weighed fifty-ſix pounds, 
and 'was of a ſtrong, fleſhy and ſcirrhous 
ſubſtance. It was connected with the ſto- 
mach, and is referred to the phyſconia omen- 
talis. 


Noſol. Method, Vol. ii. p. 485+ 


270 MEMOIRS of the 


In Morgagni's book, De Cauſis et Sedibu MR 
Morborum, the reader will meet with myg 
ſatisfaftory information on this head. Thi 
author deſcribes a“ caſe in which the on 
rium weighed twenty-four pounds. Thi 
tumour was unconnetted, except with the 
left ſide of the uterus, and was compoled d 
veſicles of unequal magnitudes. 


I- may refer alſo to an inſtance in the 
Philoſophical Tranſactions, communicated 
by Dr. Short , in which the right ovary wa 
found diſtended into a fac, containing a large 
quantity of fluid ; and the left was enlarged, 
and formed a cyſtic tumour, which weighed 
twenty pounds. Lieutaud, among many 
others, from a variety of authors, cites a 
caſe from Vater, of a woman who died at 
the age of ſixty years, after having laboured 
under what was called a dropſy for the [all 
ten, in whom the right ovary had increaſe 
to ſuch a magnitude, as to weigh upwards of 
one hundred pounds J. 


* Epiſt. xxxix. { 39. + Vol. xlii. p. 229. 
+ Hiſt. Anatomico-Me dic. lib. 1. obſ. 1487. 
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AR TIC L E XXIV. 


An Account of a ſingular Caſe of obſtrufled De- 
glutition, by David BAYFORD, of Lewes, 
M. D. F. R. S. and C. M. S. Communti- 

cated by NATHANIET Hurux, M. D. 

F. M. S. and Phyfician to the Charter-Houſe, 


Tc. 
Read July 2, 1787. 


ANE FORDHAM, was born at Baſſen- 

bourn, near Royſton, m Hertfordſhire; 
m the laſt year of the laſt century. From 
her infancy ſhe was obſerved to have ſome 
difficulty in ſwallowing; but it was not much 
attended to, till ſhe entered into her.thir- 
teenth year, when ſhe firſt experienced thoſe 
{ymptoms which commonly precede the erup- 
tion of the menſes. At this time it became 
lo conſiderable as induced her to have re- 
courſe to medicine for relief; but ſhe received 


no ſenſible benefit from any thing, except 
repeated 


I 
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repeated bleeding. Every month ſhe wlll 
under the neceſſity of loſing blood once, 9 
oftener, according to circumſtances, for with 
out it ſhe could not ſwallow but with extrem 
difficulty, and a dread of actual ſtrangulation 
upon every attempt. She went on in this 
way, with the diſeaſe gradually increaſing ſu 
many years, during which time ſhe conſtantly i 
obſerved, that her difficulty of ſwallowig WM 
was increaſed by violent exerciſe, and as ſ 
expreſſed herſelf, by every thing that heate 
her blood; ſo that ſhe was frequently obliged 
to loſe blood once or twice in the intervals df, 
the month. The neceſſity for the late 
monthly bleedings was probably owing to 
deſect of the catamenia, as they never made 
their appearance till after her marriage, which 
took place in the 28th year of her age. 
About this time {he removed to Linton, in 

Cambridgeſhire, where her complaints gra- 

dually increaſed for a number of years: She 

became incapable of taking down nouril- 

ment to ſupport her ſtrength, and was at 

length admitted into the pariſh workhoule, 
in conſequence of being diſabled by weak- 


neſs from providing for her own mainte- 
| nance. 
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e. From this time I had an opportunity 
r procuring a more accurate account of her 
ae; and the ſurgeon who attended the work- 


ouſe favoured me with the following parti», 


For the laſt twenty years of her life this 
poor creature could ſearcely, from day to 
ay, muſter up reſolution to force down food 
s prevent her ſtarving, ſo much was the dif. 
sculty of ſwallowing now increaſed. This 
difficulty ſhe deſcribed as ariſing from an 
obſtruction in that part of the ceſophagus, 
ich is oppoſite the firſt bone of the ſter- 
rum. The food did not return when it came 
: to that place; but ſeemed to make a mo- 
: mentary ſtop: and in the inſtant ſhe felt an 
Wh inexpreſſible ſomething approaching to ſtran- 
WT gulation or ſuffocation, which ſhe could only 
Wy <ompare to what ſhe conceived of the ago- 
nies of death. Upon theſe occaſions ſhe al- 
ways experienced violent palpitations of the 
heart : and from the extraordinary motions 
of this organ ſhe formed an opinion of her 
own caſe, which is worth mentioning, not 
only for its ſingularity, but becauſe it may 
4 T convey 


; 
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* 
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that ſhe ſcarcely fwallowed a ſingle morlall 
the laſt three weeks of her life,) ſhe ſur 
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convey ſome idea of the — of 
ſenſations. She fancied that fhe nounll 
within her a voracious animal, and attribu 
all her uneaſineſs to the fury with whiell 
half-ſtarved monſter fell upon each mori 
it's paſſage to the ſtomach. Different kin 
of food made no ſenſible difference inf 
effects, except that ſolids gave her lels ud 
eaſineſs than fluids : for which reaſon 
took very ſparingly of the latter. A 
complaints were continually aggravateſ 
ther than diminiſhed by time, ſhe becamall 
length unable to ſtruggle; and being wil 
out with fatigue and famine (for it is allen 


5 


into her grave in the beginning of F nf 
1761. 


I was by accident upon the ſpot F 
time of her death; and having heard W 
above hiſtory of her caſe, I felt myſelf m4 
tereſted in making a further enquiry into 


cauſe of the obſtruction by an examinatil 
of the dead body. 
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= It was not thou ght neceſſary to open the 
head, as there was no reaſon to expect any 
Eniſchief in that part. The cavities of the 
morax and abdomen were fully examined; 
but to my great difappointment, neither in 
them nor in the eſophagus, or parts adjacent, 
as there the ſmalleſt appearance of diſeaſe, 
except emaciation in the extreme may be 
4 thought to deſerve the name. At length by 


mere accident I diſcovered an extraordinary 


Tluſas nature in the diſpoſition of the right 
; ſubclavian artery; which will eaſily be under- 
ſtood by the. references: to che my 
| _ x i 1. 5 1 Jan | 


A. An anterior view: or the body of the beach 
B. The trunk of the pulmonary artery. 
C. The right auriele. 
D. The deſcending cava entering the right . 
. The left auricle. 

F. The pulmonary veins entering the left auricle. 
by S8. The 
+ The original preparation from whence the drawing 
annexed was taken, is in the poſſeſſion of John Hunter, 
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It ſhould ſeem that this peculiar origin 
and courſe of the new ſubclavian artery has 


hitherto 


G. The aorta aſcendens. 

H. The aorta cut off, at the part where it firſt adopts the 
name of deſcendens. 

I. The right carotid artery. 

] The left carotid artery. 

K. The left ſubclavian artery. 

L. The trachea, 

M. The ceſophagus. 

N. O. The right ſubclavian artery * from the poſt. 
rior part of the aorta, behind and on the left 
hand of the left ſabclavian artery, In croſſing 

from the left to the right ſide it paſſes behind 

- the three veſſels I. J. K. which ariſe from the 
curvature of the aorta, and inſinuates itſelf be- 
tween the trachea. and ceſophagus L. M. The 
trachea therefore occupied a ſpace, which is leſt 
between this extraordinary veſſel and the other 
aſcending branches of the aorta. 


FIGURE II. 


Repreſents a poſterior view of the arch of the aorta, and 
the four aſcending branches before deſcribed, with the 
trachea and ceſophagus, the ſame parts are marked 
with the ſame letters as in the preceding figure, N. O. 


point out the right ſubclavian artery as before, the origin 
| | of 
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hitherto eſcaped the obſervation of anato- 
miſts, otherwiſe in all probability it would 
have been recorded, if not for its own ſingu- 
larity, at leaſt for the conſequences, which 
muſt naturally follow from it. It is impoſſi- 
ble toſuppoſe the act of deglutition performed 
in this caſe, without a certain degree of preſ- 
ſure upon the artery, where it paſſes between 
the trachea and ceſophagus. Hence muſt 
ariſe an interruption of the circulation, which 
in ſo large an artery, and ſo near the heart, 
could ſcarcely fail of exciting very diſagree- 
able ſenſations. 


The degree of preſſure muſt neceſſarily 


wY in proportion to the bulk of the morſel 
1 3 tranſmitted, 


of which is here diſtinctly ſeen. The extremity O. was 
in the natural ſtate thrown further back, and conſequently 
at a greater diſtance from the right carotid artery than 
can be well expreſſed by the drawing; for the veſſel in its 


courſe from N. to O. runs nearly or altogether in the 
tranſverſe line .of the body ; but the three ramifications 


which ariſe from the curyature of the aorta are diſpoſed 
obliquely, ſo that the firſt is anterior to the ſecond, and 
the ſecond to the third. This circumſtance explains the 
manner in which room was left foe the pallage of the 
trachea, - 
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tranſmitted, the fulneſs of the artery, and the 
reſiſtance of the trachea; and this exaQly 
correſponds with the hiſtory: of the above 
caſe, In infancy, the obſtruction was ſmall, 
becauſe the trachea was ſoft and flexible, As 
ſhe approached to maturity, the difficulty of 
ſwallowing increaſed ; but in the plethoric 
ſtate only, was 1t diſtreſſing. As ſhe advanced. 
in years, the trachea became gradually more 
and more rigid; and every care and attention 
proved inſufficient to retard the progreſs of 


the ſymptoms, which of courſe finally termi. 
nated in death, 


278 


She ſwallowed ſolids more eaſily than 
fluids, and probably for this reaſon; that in 
the common way of drinking, a more per- 
manent preſſure was made upon the artery 
by the ſucceſſive column of fluid, than there 
was by a ſolid bolus inſtantaneouſly paſſing; 
and the ſize of which ſhe could regulate at 
pleaſure. 


Wine hein which I han us upen 
this occaſion, be at all concluſive, and the 
unuſual ſituation of the right ſubclavian ar- 


tery 
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tery be confidered as the ſole cauſe of the 
obſtruction in deglutition; a new ſpecies of 
dyſphagia is hereby eſtabliſhed, which may 
be called luſoria, from the Luſus Natur, 
* gives riſe to it. | 


To diſtinguiſh this ſpecies of dyſphagia 
in practice will be no very difficult matter, 
if a little attention be paid to the hiſtory 
of the preceding caſe, I have purpoſely 
drawn it out with a degree of minuteneſs, 
which might appeat tedious and offenſive, 
were it not in a great meaſure neceſſary 
in pointing out the difference between this 
and all other known cauſes of obſtructed de- 
glatition. I have thought this the more ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe I am fully perſuaded that this 
variety is no very rare occurrence, notwith- 
ſtanding it has hitherto remained unnoticed. 
I have met with it once beſides in a fetal 
ſubject. Whether the artery in this latter 
cale paſt between the trachea and ceſophagus, 
or between the ceſophagus and ſpine, I can- 
not preciſely determine, as I did not examine 
the parts in their natural fituation. I was 


making a corroded n of the fœtal 
heart, 
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heart; and had no ſuſpicion ofthe peculiarity 
till the preparation was completed. A con- 
ſiderable ſpace was then obſervable between 
this extraordinary artery, and the three aſcend. 
ing ramiſications of the aorta; and this ſpace 
was in the natural ſtate undoubtedly occu- 
pied by the trachea alone, or the trachea and 
eſophagus conjointly. 


This ſecond inſtance of this remarkable 
luſus naturæ, diſcovered like the former by 
mere accident, may ſerve to juſtify the opi- 
nion I have juſt now given, that the occur- 
rence probably is not extremely rare and 
uncommon. This is the more to be pre- 
ſumed, as it is but now and then that oppor- 
tunities offer for making an anatomical en- 
quiry into the cauſes of diſeaſes; and in this 
particular inſtance how eaſily might the 
cauſe be paſſed over, even where it really 
did ſubſiſt? May not ſuch caſes have often 
been conſidered as ſpaſmodic ? 


I ſhall briefly colle& into one view the 
leading characteriſtics of the dyſphagia lu- 
foria, that they may be more eaſily con- 

traſted 
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aſted with the ſymptoins of the ſame com- 
plaint ariſing from different caules. 


J. It will be found to have ſubſiſted in a 
ſight degree, even from childhood, 


II. There vil be a . increaſe of 
the ſymptoms, with an occaſional aggrava- 
ton from plethora, and diminution from ab- 
tinence and evacuations, 


III. The obſtruction will always happen 
nearly or altogether in the ſame place; name- 
ly, in the very upper part of the thorax, 


IV. Let the diſtreſs in ſwallowing be ever 
ſo great, the food will not commonly return 
92 the fauces, 


V. and ally. The act of de — ion will 
not be accompanied with pain or ſoreneſs, 
but extreme anxiety and violent palpitations 
of the heart. Whether the pulſe in the right 
wnlt will be ſenſibly affected upon theſe oc- 
alions, or whether the irregular motions of 
ne heart may make ſuch affections obſcure 


and 
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and indiſtint, muſt be left to future expe, 
rience to determine, 


If the cauſe is aſcertained in the living 
body, perhaps methods might be diſco. 
vered to prolong life, or at leaſt to ren. 
der it more comfortable than it proved in 
the melancholy caſe before us. It is poſſible 
we know to afford ſome nouriſhment by 
fumes, by baths, and by clyſters ; and per. 
haps it may be found practicable to convey 
nutritious fluids into the ſtomach, by means 
of a flexible tube paſſed beyond the obſtruc- 
tion. As the parts are in a ſound ſtate, the 
uſe of the tube will not be attended with the 
fame difficulties as in the common cale of 
dyſphagia; and there is room to expect ad- 
vantage from a mechanical remedy, where 
the complaint is derived from a mechanical 
cauſe, and not from real diſeaſe. 


ARTICLE 
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0f the Cure of the Taundice by a particular | 
Made of Treatment, by JAMES Sis, M. D. 
F. A. S. and Preſident of the Medical So. 


dich). 
Read July giſt, 1788. 


N one acquainted with the Jaun- 
L1 dice knows, that it ariſes from a great 


variety of cauſes, and that conſequently a 
great variety of remedies have been recom- 


mended for its cure. The following method 
of treating 1t 1s however little known, the 


only publication concerning it being con- 
tained in the works of a late eminent and 
earned Divine, where few phyſicians would 
think of ſearching for any thing medical. 1 
mean that beſt of men, the Reverend Philip 
Skelton, the adviſer of my early youth, and 
fend of my maturer age, the anecdotes of 
vhoſe tranſcendent philanthrophy would fill 
volumes, but his praiſe will be beſt known 
| when 
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when the ſervile flattering monuments f 
time, though on the hardeſt ſtone or metal 
ſhall have paſſed away. In the fifth volume 
of the works of that excellent man, there is 
ſome account of a well or pool in the coun. 
ty of Monaghan, famous for curing the 
Jaundice. From this, together with my own 
obſervations, the following account is taken, 
This well, which is called Grallibois (or yel. 
low pool) is fituated near the public road 
from Clones to Monaghan, about three miles 
from the former. It is about a foot and half 
in depth, and five feet acroſs. Having no 
ſpring in itſelf, it is wholly ſupplied with 
water from a rivulet, which ryns within three 
| feet of it, and which derives its origin from 
an adjacent turf bog. In this pool the pa- 
tient, ſtripped to his ſhirt, is ſeated, whillt 
the water is plentifully heaved upon his head 
and body. Thus thoroughly wet, and ſtil 
keeping on the wet linen, he is put to bed in 
ſome neighbouring houſe, on which a molt 
profuſe ſweat breaks out, and continues 
without the ule of any farther means, for a 
great many hours. The relief is often ſo ſud- 


den, as to produce a ſtrong craving for food 
as 
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a ſoon as he riſes from bed. This opera- 
non is repeated thrice in order to complete 
the cure. There is a part of the proceſs 
which I have not mentioned, becauſe it may 
only raiſe a ſmile of ridicule; yet when we 
conſider the powerful effect of the imagina- 
tion upon jaundiced patients, the ſuperſti- 
nous rite of hanging up a rag torn from 
their clothes upon a neighbouring alder tree, 
may not be wholly without its uſe. 


As to the efficacy of this method of cure, 
Mr, Skelton ſays, that great members have 
bathed in this well for the jaundice, and been 
cured, from time immemorial (to his certain 
knowledge, for more than forty years), after 
trying all other methods recommended by . 
their friends and phyſicians, but in vain. 
There is not a year wherein cures enough 
are not performed here, to give this water 
a vogue, ſuperior to all other remedies in 
this diſorder, had it never been reſorted to 
before. People of all ranks and conditions, 
and under all circumſtances and ftages of 
the diſorder, excepting ſuch as are far gone 


in a black jaundice, come hither extremely 
ill, 


ill, and go away in a few days perteftly 
well. The notoriety of this is ſo eſtabliſhed 
throughout the whole country, for twenty 
miles round (and to a much greater diſtance 
among the acquaintances of ſuch as haye 


come from other countries to be cured) that 
it is wholly needleſs to aſſign particular in. 
ſtances. A very great number fell within 
his own knowledge, and ſome of perſons 
who were growing black. He adds, © that 
not one of the patients who have gone thro 
with this extraordinary method of cure, ever 
complains of the ſlighteſt cold in conſe 
quence of it, and that the © facts in this 
narrative are inconteſtibly and notoriouſly 
true.” 


As to my own knowlege of this well, ! 
muſt remark, that living out of the ſphere 
of its fame, and not being ſo ſanguine in my 
expectations of its efficacy as my late worthy 
friend, I had not many inſtances of its vir- 
tue that came within my own obſervation, 
and as thefe were not attended with any 
thing uncommon, I ſhall forbear mention- 
ing them ; but ſhall give two inſtances where 

different 
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Trent water was ſucceſsfully uſed in a 
cmilar way. Having, wherever I heard this 
pool mentioned, given 1t as my opinion that 
bog water, or perhaps any ſoft water uſed in 
; imilar manner, would have the ſame ef- 
elt, a lady who was applied to by a poor 
neighbour for money to carry her jaundiced 
child to Grallibois, was induced to try the 
experiment. She therefore told the poor 
perſon, that ſhe had a quantity of the water 
in her houſe, and ſent her a number of bot- 
les of bog water carefully ſealed, which, on: 
being uſed in the manner already directed, 
had the deſired effect. This juſtifiable de- 
ception has been, I ſince find, practiſed 
more than once with the beſt ſucceſs. The 
other inſtance could not be ſo managed. 
A middle aged man, who applied to me in a 
moſt inveterate jaundice, wiſhed to go to the 
vell, but had neither means nor ſtrength to 
undertake the journey, I told him my opi- 
nion as to common bog water, and at laſt 
prevailed upon him to try it. I recollect 
that the ſweat produced each time of bath- 


ing, was the moſt copious I had ever known, 
and 
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and laſted for eighteen hours; and in the 
end he got rid of a diſeaſe which 1 lookeg 


upon as incurable, 
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Medical 'Cautions and Remarks, particularh 
© relatrove to Pulmonary Diſorders ; by Tno- 
MAS PERCivaLl, M. D. F. R. S. A. S. ad 
C. M. S. London; F. R. S. and R. M. 8. 
Edinburgb,; Member of the Royal Society of 


Medicine at Paris; of the Royal Society if 


Agriculture at Lyons ; and of the American 
- Philoſophical Society at Philadelphia. Commu: 
nicated by J. C. LETTsOM, M. D. &c. 


Read Auguſt 11, 1788. 
NE UID FALSI DICERE AUDEAT; NE QUID VER! 


NON AUDEAT, 
C1CERO- 


'QUCCESS in the alleviation, or removal 


of pain and ſickneſs, is ſo pleaſing to 


humanity, that it is always recorded with ſa- 


tisfaQtion, and received with applauſe. We 


cannot wonder, therefore, at the numerous 


recitals 
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recitals of it in the annals of phyſic ; whilſt 
diſappointment is rarely mentioned, and er- 
zor is aſſiduouſly concealed. Vet though 
the profeſſors of the healing art are acknow- 
edged to hold the firſt rank in erudition, 
they have aſſuredly no claim to infallibility ; 
nor does it imply diſparagement to aſſert, 
that the farther their knowledge and ex- 
perience are enlarged, the more they will 
perceive and lament the imperſection of 
ſcience and the inefficacy of medicine. Cre- 
dulity is often ſucceeded by ſcepticiſm; and 
the young phyſician, who repeatedly feels his 


benevolence fruſtrated, and his confidence 
deceived, may be tempted either to relinquiſh 
lis profeſſion, or ſordidly to purſue it, for the 
emoluments only which it yields. A candid 
avowal of ſimilar mortifications, by thoſe who 
are more advanced in practice, would tend 
to ſatisfy the mind, to reſtrain unreaſonable 
expectations of ſucceſs, and even to promote 
It powerfully, though indirectly, by pointing 
out the way in which it is not to be attained. 
Many of the principles of phyſic may be 
deemed demonſtrative; but the application 


ol them reſts on no other evidence than pro- 
Vol. II. U  babllity. 


therapeutic rules. And it ſometimes requires 
the moſt comprehenſive knowledge, united 
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. ought to indulge no apprehenſion of doing 


200 MEMOIRS of th 


bability. In different caſes this evidence 
varies in degree; and we are juſtified in 
acting according to that degree which every 
individual caſe affords. The ſame obfer. 
vation may be extended to politics and mo- 
rality, ſciences which are often clearly un- 
derſtood in theory, but egregioully miſuſed 
in the conduct of life. In the ſtudy of the 
human frame, either corporeal or mental, we 
proceed analytically, diſſecting the ſeveral 
parts of which it conſiſts, and diſcriminating 
their properties, relations, and dependencies, 
But it is by the contrary procels that we form 
maxims of behaviour, moral judgments, and 


with the acuteſt diſcernment, to deduce juſt 
concluſions from premiſes at once mtricate 
and multifarious. As the philoſopher and 
politician therefore may, without a bluſh, 
confeſs their miſtakes concerning charac- 
ters, actions, and events; ſo the phyſician 


injury to his own reputation, or to that of 
another, by revealing, on proper occaſions, 


proleſſional diſappointments. Cæſar has re- 
lated 
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ated the faults committed by him, in the 
wars of Gaul. Frederick the Great, of Prul- 
fa, has followed this noble example of can- 
dour and public ſpirit. And Hippocrates, 
who, as a benefactor to mankind, ranks higher 
than either of them, records a dangerous er- 
ror into which he had fallen, that his cotem- 
poraries and poſterity might guard againſt 
1. But without pleading further argu- 
ments or authorities, I ſhall lay before the 
Medical Society a few cautions and remarks ; 
aſſured of indulgence in that freedom, which 
b warranted by good intention and the love 
of truth. ö 


A phyſician of probity will feel himſelf 
accountable for the omiſſions, as well as 
commiſſions, which may occur in the courſe 
of his practice; ſince ſucceſs or diſappoint- 


* Auturis ſe deceptum eſſe Hippocrates memoriæ tra- 
didit, more ſcilicet magnorum virorum, et fiduciam mag- 
narum rerum habentium. Nam levia ingenia, quia nihil 
labent, nihil ſibi detrahunt. Magno ingenio, multaque 
niilominus habituro, convenit etiam ſemper veri erroris 
conſeſſio; præcipueque in eo miniſterio, quod utilitatis 
aula poſteris traditur; ne qui decipiantur eadem ratione, 
qua quis ante deceptus eſt. Cels. lib. viii. cap. 4. 


U 2 ment, 
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ment, recovery or death, may be the reſult 
of the one, as well as of the other. Sever] 
years ago I attended a gentleman, labouring 
under a peripneumony. He was very cor. 

pulent, and the difficulty of breathing and 
inflammatory {ſymptoms required immediate 
venæſection. The ſurgeon, though a man of 
{kill in his profeſſion, twice attempted, with- 
out effect, to open a vein in the arm. He 
then bound up the other arm; but juſt as the 
point of the lancet was applied to make the 
orifice, the patient ſtruggled a few ſeconds 
and expired. The uſual means of reſtoring 
animation were tried to no purpoſe ; and l 
was ſhocked with the information, commu- 
nicated too late, that the gentleman had al- 
ways aſtrong dread of phlebotomy, to the ter- 

rors of which operation, life, in this inſtance, 
Was probably ſacrificed. So melancholy 
an example, I truſt, will ever make me at- 
tentive to enquire into the feelings and emo- 
tions of my patients, in critical circumſtances, 
as well as into the ſymptoms of their diſeaſes. 


Whenever bleeding is thought expedient, 
in delicate and debilitated ſubjects, which it 
Is 
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i too often ſuppoſed to be, in caſes of pul- 
monary conſumption, if great timidity pre- 
yail, it ought to be deemed a ſufficient con- 
tnaindication. I have ſeen a rigor of ſeveral 
hours continuance, and extreme proſtration 
of ſtrength, ſucceed the loſs of only two 
ounces of blood in a lady, who dreaded the 
lancet. though ſhe affected to ſubmit to it 
with magnanimity. Indeed this very effort 
might contribute to the injury, by being too 
great for her feeble frame of mind and body. 
The like obſervation may be applied to the 
uſe of voyages in this malady. Such a mean 
of eure ſhould only be recommended, when 
there can be full confidence that the patient 
z equal to the fatigues, and not diſpoſed to be 
atetted by the terrors of it“. On the ſame 

grounds 


cen | FF 


* It has lately been aſſerted by Doftor Carmichael 
Smyth, in his account of the effects of ſwinging, that the 
ſa air is prejudicial to the hectic and conſumptive, and 
eren to thoſe who have any tendency to ſuch complaints. 
In ſome inſtances my experience has been conſonant, in 
others contradictory to his obſervation. The truth is, 
Phthiſis pulmonalis attacks very different conſtitutions, and 
nginates from different cauſes. When labouring under a 
W\pncea, many years ago, the conſequence of an hamop- 
ve, I went to Scarborough for the benefit of the ſea air. 
Ug g Riding 
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grounds of reaſon and humanity, long and 
painful journies to Briſtol, Matlock, and other 
places of reſort, are to be adopted with cau. 
tion. Change of air and of place is often 
uſeful in this complaint; and I have gene. 
rally obſerved it to be moſt ſucceſsful, when 
the medicina mentis has been the principal 
object of it. There is a languor, an impa. 
tience, and irritability, attendant on ſuch in. 
valids, which 1s wonderfully alleviated by the 
charms of variety, and the ſoothing influ. 
ence of rural ſcenery. When a journey 
therefore is directed, the patient ſhould make 
frequent ſtops, and reſt ſeveral days at once, 
in ſuch ſalubrious ſituations, as furniſh com- 
fortable accommodation, and pleaſing views 
of nature, A plan like this is perfectly com- 
patible with that gentle, moderate regimen 
of diet and of phyſic, which experience in- 
ſtructs us to be molt appropriate to the leve- 


Riding on the beach always irritated my lungs, and en. 
c eaſed the difficulty of breathing. I could ſenſibly per- 
ceive the acrimony of the vapours which I inſpired 
But on the hills near Scarborough, and on any ſituation 
where the peculiar odour of the ſhore was not perceptible, 
I felt refreſhment from every breeze which blew from the 
ocean. | 

ral 
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cal ſtages of the phthiſis pulmonalis. The 
extreme antiphlogiſtic method of treatment, 
[ have often obſerved to aggravate the ſuf- 
ferings of the patient, and to accelerate his 
death, In this malady, inflammation is, per- 
haps, only an occaſional concomitant; for 
the tubercles, in the cellular ſubſtance of the 
Jungs, are found to be of a whitiſh colour 
and cartilaginous hardneſs, and to remain 
ſolid till they attain a certain ſize; matter 
then begins to be formed in their center : as 
they grow larger, ſuppuration advances till 
they are converted into vomicæ; but theſe 
retain their white colour and hard texture, 
and no blood veſſels are to be ſeen upon 
them, even when examined by a microſcope, 
alter injecting the lungs from the pulmonary 
artery and vein T. The ingenious phyſician, 
to whom. we are indebted for ſo intereſting 
an inveſtigation, hath, however, informed us, 
that tubercles, when of a certain bulk, and 
vomicæ alſo, render the portion of the lungs, 
contiguous to them, red; ſometimes hard, 
impervious to air, and conſequently unfit for 


See the valuable extracts from Dr. Stark's manuſcripts 


Medical Communications, vol. i. p. 390. 


reſpiration 


ſtrumous habit; when the hair falls off, the 
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reſpiration. In the ſtate deſcribed, local inſlam. 
mation certainly ſubſiſts, yet from long and 
extenſive experience I have found, that it does 
not often manifeſt itfelf in the humid climate 
of Lancaſhire, by ſuch. paroxiſms of genuine 
peripneumonic fever, as require venæſection, 
or the more active refrigerant medicines, 
The degree of hettic heat is a fallacious cri. 
terion of the propriety of blood-letting; and 
I have obſerved it to be generally augmented 


by that evacuation, when the patient is of a 


nails grow rapidly, and a conſiderable waſt- 
ing of the fleſh and ſtrength prevails. Under 
ſuch circumſtances alſo I have felt painful 
diſappointments in the uſe of nitre ; the el. 
fects of which, as a tebrifuge, can only be 
alcertained by thoſe, who have had oppor: 
tunities of attending to its ſubſequent, as well 
as immediate operation. A youth in my 
family, ſome time ago, had all the ſymptoms 
of a true heftic; and as I then entertained 
a favourable opinion of this remedy, I re- 
peatedly adminiſtered it to him in the doſe 
of fifteen grains. The pulſe was uſually re- 
duced by it from 110 to go ſtrokes in a 

minute, 
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minute, for the ſpace of about a quarter of 
n hour; that is, whilſt the ſtomach remained 
Cnfible to the ſedative powers of the ſalt. 
But a re- action ſoon ſucceeded in the ſyſtem, 
ind the pulſe was frequently quickened to 
190 vibrations,” continuing in the accele- 
ated much longer than in the - retarded 
tate; and always ſuffering a permanent di- 
minution of ſtrength. In caſes of this kind, | 
certain medicines of the tonic claſs prove 
eventually a ntiphlogiſtic. A young lady, 
aged ſixteen, nearly related to me, was in 
the ſpring of 1785, affected with pulmonic 
complaints, which threatened a phthiſis. As 
they were accompanied with great langour 
ad debility, I gave her a ſolution of twelve 
grains of myrrh, every ſix hours, in a ſaline 
clerveſcing draught, marking the effect on 
the pulſe with anxious attention. I ſhall 
ranſcribe from my notes only the firſt obſer- 
ation which I made, becauſe each ſubſe- 
quent one was ſimilar in reſult. April the 
2th, half paſt ſeven o'clock in the evening, 
pulle 120; feeble; the draught adminiſtered. 
len minutes before eight, pulſe 98, ſtronger 
ad fuller; half paſt eight, pulſe 100. By 


perſeverance 
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1 perſeverance i in the uſe of this remedy, and 
other auxiliary means, the young lady hay. 
pily recovered her health and ſtrength. Cam. 
phor has been juſtly recommended in the 
phthiſis pulmonalis; but ſhould be given in 
ſuch ſmall doſes, as not to offend the ſto. 
mach. It combines perfectly with myrth; 

and notwithſtanding its ſuppoſed heating 
quality, perhaps acts rather as a ſedative than 
a ſtimulant on the arterial ſyſtem, as ſeems to 
be evinced by the following curious fa, 
communicated to me by my late friend, Dr. 
Dobſon. © In June, 1780, three drachms 
of camphor was adminiſtered to a maniacal 
patient, in doſes of one ſcruple, within the 
ſpace of twenty-four hours. The pulſe was 
reduced from 80 to 70 ſtrokes in a minute, 
and the mania was mitigated. The ſucceed- 
ing day, the ſame quantity was given in twelve 
hours. Profuſe ſweatings and great itching 
enſued; the pulſe ſunk to 55; and the mania 
was cured.” In the treatment of pulmonic 
diſorders, particular attention ſhould always 
be paid to the reciprocal ſympathy, which 
ſubſiſts between the ſtomach, the lungs, and 


the heart. Whatever occaſions an agreeable 
| ſenſation 
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ſenſation in the organs of digeſtion, and at 
the ſame time gives a gentle degree of tone 
t0 them, will tend to abate the velocity of 
the pulſe, and to check the violence and fre- 


quency of coughing. Porter, on theſe ac- 


counts, often proves a grateful and ſalutary 
beverage; and affords peculiar ſupport and 
refreſhment under colliquative ſweats.“ But 
we cannot, from the ſenſible qualities alone 
ol the ſubſtances to be adminiſtered, aſcertain 
their operation on this delicate organ, liable 
perhaps, in ſuch affections, to peculiar and 
anomalous feelings. Indeed the action of 
moſt medicines on the human body is rather 
relative than abſolute; and cooling or heating, 
ſedative or ſtimulant, are, in many inſtances, 
convertible powers, when applied to different 
maladies, or to diverſified ſtates of the ner- 
vous ſyſtem. A gentleman of rank, in this 
county, was ſuppoſed to be in an advanced 
ſtage of what is termed a galloping conſump- 
uon, having an inceſſant cough, an expectora- 


* The colliquative ſweats of the phihiſis pulmonalis are 
much alleviated by the uſe of a calico waiſtcoat or ſhirt, 
which has been ſteeped in a ſtrong decoction of the bark. 
|t ſhould be well dried, and daily renewed. 


tion 
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tion apparently purulent, continued heats 
and night ſweats. Yet his cure was accom. 
pliſhed, by giving wine-whey copiouſly, and 
by adminiſtering large doſes of ſalt of hartf. 
horn with ſpermaceti. A very low regimen 
had been directed by his phyſicians. The 
cordial one was adopted by degrees, and with 
a cautious obſervance of its effects, which 
happilyproved to be, a progreſſive abatement 
of the fever, cough, and ſpitting, a gentle fit 
of the gout, to which the patient had formerly 
been fubje&, and the perfect re-eſtabliſhment 
of his health, , 


In a curious fact, recorded by Dr. Mead, 
there appears to have been an interchange- 
able relation between lunacy and the phthiſis 
pulmonalis; the latter being cured by the ac- 
ceſſion of the former malady, and recurring 
as ſoon as the brain was reſtored to its natu- 
ral functions . I have received authentic 

| information 

* Since this paper was written, the following interell- 
ing fact has occurred in my practice. Mr. C—s daughter, 


aged nine years, after labouring under the ſymptoms of 


phthiſis pulmonalis four months, was affected with unuſual 


pains in her head. Theſe rapidly increaſed to ſuch a 
degree 


Medical Society of London. 301 
formation of a ſtate of fatuity, ſubſiſting 
rom infancy, and nearly approaching to 
deotiſm, that, aſter thirty-four years, termi- 
nated in a conſumption of the lungs, towards 
the fatal cloſe of which, the patient diſplayed 
degree of intellectual vigour, aſtoniſhing 
to her family and friends, and not leſs ſo to 
2 learned and judicious clergyman, who vi- 
fed her officially, and who communicated 
this account to me. Indeed, in a true hectic 
ſever, the mental powers are generally in a 
fate of improvement; and it is the lively 
perception of 1t, which probably excites thoſe 


emotions of hope, that afford ſuch ſeaſonable 


ſupport and conſolation to the ſufferer. 


Whereas imbecility of mind, when not ac- 
companied with torpor, is always charac- 
terized by dejection and deſpair. 


degree as to occaſion frequent ſcreamings. The cough 
Which had before been extremely violent, and was attended 
with ſtitches in the breaſt, now abated ; and in a few days 
eaſed almoſt entirely. The pupils of the eyes became 
wlated; a ſtrabiſmus enſued ; and in about a week, death 


put a period to her agonies. Whether this affection of 


lhe head aroſe from the effuſion of water or of blood, is 


uncertain; but its influence on the ſlate of the lungs is 
vorthy of notice, 


18 The 
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The pathology of the pulmonary con. 
ſumption is not yet aſcertained, as will ap- 
pear from a review of the diſcordant opinions 
of numberleſs writers, from the time of Hip- 
pocrates to the preſent period. The follow. 
ing propolitions may, perhaps, lead to a 
more ſucceſsful inveſtigation of this intereſt. 


ing ſubject. 


Conſumption, when it originates from what 
is termed a ſevere cold, is generally preceded 
by a catarrhal inflammation and fever. 


This fever ſubſides, but the cough conti- 
nues; tubercles are formed; and a different 
 Tpecies of fever, or the true hectic, takes 


place. 


The progreſs to this ſecond ſtage, is fre- 
| quently ſo flow and gradual, as not to be 
much noticed. Yet the hectic ſymptoms, 
when they occur, are more violent; the pro- 
ſtration of ſtrength, maraſmus, colliquative 
ſweats, and diarrhza, advance with greater 
rapidity, and terminate ſooner in death. In 
ſuch caſes the patients are generally of a 


ſtrumous habit. 
Tubercles 


"4 
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Tubercles and vomicæ, probably conſti- 
ute the characteriſties of the diſorder in every 
rm; and in their action they ſeem to bear 
one ſlight analogy to the ulcers, or gangrene 
of the throat, in the angina maligna. They 
produce a contamination of the parts which 
re contiguous to them; excite inflammation 
n the lungs, and a local diſpoſition to ſpha- 
clus; generate a purulent matter, often of 
n acrimonious quality; and deſtroy the vital 
energy by a fever of a peculiar type. 


In the treatment of hæmoptyſis, the anti- 
phlogiſtic plan is now generally adopted in 
noſt parts of England. And during the in- 
apient ſtage of the diſorder, when the inflam- 
natory diatheſis commonly prevails, much 
mury may be done by heating ſtyptics and 
rough aſtringents. But during its progreſs, 
lhe type is often changed. And many caſes 
cur, which even in their commencement, 
ndicate great laxity of the ſolids and tenuity 
of the fluids. Under ſuch circumſtances, ve- 
tſeftion, nitre, and the debilitating claſs of 
nedicines, are highly improper, though great 
uthorities have ſanctioned their uſe without 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient diſcrimination. When the diſcharge 
of blood has continued ſome time, a new ſtats 
of the ſyſtem is induced; the heart and arte. 
ries ſeem to loſe their due degree of tone; an 
. increaſed irritability takes place in the rup- 
tured veſſel, and in thoſe which are contigu- 
ous to it; and thus the impetus of the circula. 
tion is partially augmented, with a diminu- 
tion of its general energy. Remedies, there- 


fore, which rouſe the vital powers, and excite 


an equable action in the vaſcular ſyſtem, are 
clearly indicated; A bliſter applied to the 
back has ſtopped a naſal hemorrhage. Wine 
drunk to intoxication has cured both hxma- 
turia and hæmoptyſis, when other means haye 
failed. And the following fact proves the 
efficacy of opium, in the malady under con- 
ſideration. Mrs. when about thurty- 
eight years of age, was attacked with an 
hæmoptoc. It was ſuppoſed to originate 
from violent retchings; and was afterwards 
increaſed by cloſe confinement, and long at- 
tendance on a ſick child. The quantity dil 
charged from the lungs was from fix to ten 
ounces daily, during the. {pace of more than 


two months, All the uſual means of relic 
proving 
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ptoving ineffectual, and her fleſh and ſtrength 
declining rapidly, the trial of opium was re- 


gan with taking a grain of thebaic extract 


each doſe to ten grains, ſo that for a long 
time ſhe had a ſcruple of opium adminiſtered 
to her daily. The hemorrhage quickly 
abated after the commencement of this courſe, 
and by perſeverance in it, ceaſed. altogether. 
But on any omiſſion of the uſe of opium, ſhe 
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order: as ſhe has been neceſſitated to con- 
linue the remedy for nine years; and at this 
une, Auguſt 1787, takes ten Pay oy 
wenty four hours. | 

The uſe of the pediluvium in hæmorrhages 
tas often been recommended ; but with a re- 


5 or 100 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter. This prohibition is not well founded, 
a ſtimulant be required. When I have oc- 
alon to bathe my feet, for the head ach, the 
ter which I uſe is generally as hot as I can 


ng Vol. II. X produces 


commended and happily adopted. She be- 


every twelfth hour; and by degrees increaſed 


was threatened with a recurrence of the diſ- 


lriction that its temperature ſhall not exceed 


fear it to be; and the ſenſation which it firſt 


y 


produces, 1s that of univerſal chillineſs, at. 
tended with rigor. A glow of warmth ſuc. 
ceeds, and afterwards a gentle perſpiration, 
but the addition of more hot water renew, 
in a flighter degree, a momentary feeling of 
cold. It is obvious, that ſuch an operation 
 - would be favourable in ſome caſes of hzmor. 
.thage. How is the chilling ſenſation to be 
explained? Does the partial ſtimulus of heat, 
like that of cold, contract, in its firſt opera- 
tion, the ſmall cutaneous veſlels? 


In America, the treatment of hamoptyſ 
widely differs from that which is prattiſed in 
this country. Dr. Ruſh informs me, that 
common ſalt is the remedy univerſally em. 

ployed; that it is adminiſtered in large {poon- 
fuls, in a dry form; and that its ſalutary effect 

are ſudden, and for the moſt part certain. In 
a letter, dated Philadelphia, February 16, 
1788, he ſays, 


« I am ſorry to find that you entertain a 
ſingle doubt of the ſafety or efficacy of com- 
mon ſalt in hæmoptyſis. I could fend you 

| above 


Ve 


Medical Society of London. 307 


above a hundred caſes that eſtabliſh both. 
My own would be one of them. On the 2d 
of April, 1766, I was ſeized with this diſorder. 
t came on in the middle of the night, and 
for a while was attended with alarming ſymp- 
toms. I took a table ſpoonful of fine Liver- 
pool falt, and immediately the haemorrhage 
was checked. It excited a burning ſenſation 
in my throat, that gave me ſome pain; but 
this pain was probably part of the remedy 
the ſalt afforded. To prevent a return of the 
dilorder, as my pulſe was full, I loſt ten ounces 
of blood, and lived a few weeks on a vegetable 
diet. After this I took red bark, from which 
derived great benefit, and have never ſince 
had the leaſt return of hæmoptyſis.“ 


Salt is frequently applied, in this country, 
to external wounds as a ſtyptic. In ſpittings 
of blood, therefore, which originate about 
the fauces, it may act in the ſame way. But 
luch are not the caſes to which Dr. Ruſh re- 
lers; and ſo judicious and experienced a phy- 
ician could not miſtake the ſpurious for the 
genuine hæmoptyſis. Whether the American 

X 2 practice 
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practice be adopted amongſt us or not, ye 
ſhall, at leaſt, be warranted by it to urge 
more circumſpection and diſcrimination in 
the uſe of phlebotomy and refrigerants*, 


— O_ — * — - — 


* The action of elementary ſalt, and of nitre, in large 
doſes is very poſſible. In a ſingular worm-caſe, recorded 
by Dr. Heberden, (ſee Medical Tranſactions, vol. i. p. 54, 
two pounds of common falt, diſſolved in two quarts of 
ſpring water, were taken within the ſpace of an hour, 
Great oppreſſion of the ſtomach ſoon occurred. Sickneſs, 
vomiting, purging, ſweating, rawnels, and ſoreneſs of the 
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alimentary canal, thirſt and ſtrangury enſued. But theſe 
diſtreſſing ſymptoms were of ſhort continuance. In June 
1780, an elderly gentlewoman took about an ounce of 
nitre, diſſolved in warm water, inſtead of Glauber's falts, 
The eſophagus, cardia, and ſtomach, were almoſt in- 
ſtantly affected with ſevere pain. In a few minutes ſhe 
perceived the miſtake which had been made. A ſpoontul 
of ſweet oil was given; and afterwards. repeated draughts 
of camomile tea were adminiſtered. Vomiting enſued; 
and ſhe diſcharged a conſiderable quantity of ſtrongly co. 
agulated, and very ponderous phlegm. The next day! 

was conlulted, but did not ſee her. The pain in her flo. 
mach remained. She had a conſtant nauſea, and felt great 
languor ; but had neither rigour, ſweating, looſeneſs, nor 
increaſed diſcharge of urine. Demulcent diet, and a cot. 
dial and anodyne mixture ſoon reſtored her health, 


| 
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(uſe of a diſeaſed Rectum, by J. C. LETTSOM, 
M. D. Sc. with a Diſſection by W. Norris, 
Surgeon, and F. M. S. and a Drawing by 
T. PoE, Surgeon, and F. M. 8. 


Read July 21, 1788. 
W H. Eſquire, the ſubject of the pre- 


ſent hiſtory, was a gentleman of 
great regularity in his mode of living; for 
ſome years previous to his indiſpoſition, he 
had relaxed from his duty as the treaſurer of 
a great trading company, to the indulgence 
of a country-houſe, for at leaſt a ſmall por- 
tion of the week; his diet was uniformly 
temperate; he drank but little, he took, 
however, a little brandy and water daily at 
dinner and ſupper, without being ſenſible of 
any inconvenience from it ; as he enjoyed 
good health till his 66th year, when he felt 
a flight indiſpoſition, which he thought aroſe 
rom flatulence in the inteſtines; this was in 
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1786, at which time he conſulted my friend 
Sherwen of Enfield, ſurgeon, whoby regulating 
the excretions, and occaſionally adminiſtering 
preparations of bark, and other bitters, pre. 
ſerved the patient in a degree of comfort 
that rendered his life eaſy during that year, 
Early in 1787, the complaint in the boyel; 
became painfully troubleſome, which en. 
creaſing gradually, he conſulted me about 
the Midſummer of the ſame. year, at the re. 
queſt of his judicious ſurgeon, who then in- 
formed me, that he ſuſpetted a ſcirrhous 
rectum. 


At my firſt attendance, he complained 
chiefly of a ſenſe of wind inflating the lower 
inteſtines, which he ſaid obliged him to get 
up early every morning, under an idea of 
wanting to go to ſtool, but that ſcarcely ever 
any thing was diſcharged except wind ; ſome 
times, however, a little fæces was rapidly 
diſcharged, with an exploſion, as he expreſſed 
it, like that of a gun, from the exit of a large 
quantity of wind: this kind of teneſmus, 
uſually diſturbed him about four o'clock in 


the morning ; after which hour the calls were 
0 
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ſo frequent, that he became fearful of ad- 
mitting ſleep, or laying in bed afterwards, as 
the propenſity to ſtool followed him nearly 
every half hour, and continued uſually till 
nine or ten in the morning, from which hour 
he was pretty free from any complaint dur- 
ing the day, which enabled him to go abroad, 
and to diſcharge the duties of his publick 


office. 


With the efforts accompanying the teneſ- 
mus he uſually had two or three ſtools every 
day, thele like the diſcharges of wind, pro- 
duced a ſudden propenſity to go to tool. 


He took at different times columbo and 
other bitters, cicuta, elixir of vitriol, and 
different reſtringents; but theſe affording no 
benefit, emollients and anodynes were ſubſti- 
tuted with advantage; by the aid of ſmall 
doſes of thebaic tincture, he had more reſt, 
and was enabled to keep his bed for the ſpace 
of three hours longer in the morning; but 
the flatulent teneſmus was never totally re- 


moved, though the ſtools, which before were 
_ 


{ 
| 
) 


month; at this time I adviſed his ſurgeon to 


attempt by a ſponge-bougie to dilate the 


could only cnce be attempted from ſuffer- 
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all expectation of a cure, and reconciled 


drops in 24 hours, 
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thin and watery, acquired a little conſiſtenee, 
and he had more command of retention; his 
appetite, however, began to fail, and he daily 
loſt fleſh ; in hopes of improving his health, 
he retired to his houſe 1n the country for a 


give hemlock clyſters twice a day, and to 


ſuſpected !{cirrho-contrafted rectum; the 
clyſters were ſoon relinquiſhed from the 
pain they occaſioned, joined to the obſta- 
cle of the patients delicacy; the bougte 


ings, which he expreſſed by being 1mpaled 
alive: In September he returned to town, 
both weaker, and more emaciated in body, 
the appetite for food, and the quantity 


taken, were diminiſhed; I'now relinquiſhed 


my patient to continue that medicine from 
which he experienced the moſt relief, which 
was a ſolution of ſpermaceti with thebaic 
tincture; a little laudanum compoſed him, io 
that he never took more than from 20 to 


From 
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From this period to the end of the year, 
; gradual decline continued, till in January 
1788, he was almoſt entirely confined to his 
ted, except when taken out of it to the cloſe- 
tool; and now, in ſpite of the opium, he 
ulfered much from diarrhæa; the ſtools 
xccurring at leaſt every hour, conſiſting of a 
hilious watery nature, of a deep brown, and 
ſometimes more dark colour: theſe evacu- 
tions were often copious, whilſt at the ſame 
ime very little nouriſhment was taken, and 
this chiefly fluid; his ſtrength now rapidly 
Immiſhed ; but what added ſhll more 
brably to fink it, were rigors, which firſt 
came on early in November, and recurred 
about once in the week; and in January 
1788, once in three or four days, they were 
ucceeded by hot fits and colliquative ſweats, 
which together laſted each time nearly twelve 
hours. At length on the fifth of February, 
e expired in one of the paroxiſms, with his 
ntellefts compoſed to the end of his life. 


On the 7th of February I attended the 
opening of the patient, by W. Norris and 
I. Pole, ſurgeons, to whoſe aſſiſtance I am 
indebted 
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indebted for the following hiſtory of the dir. 
fection, and to the latter for a drawing of 
the TIT rectum. 


On opening tae abdomen, the omentum 
was obſerved to cover the inteſtines in an 
uncommonly {mooth and uniform manner, 
which was owing to an adheſion between 
its lower extremity and the peritonæum, juſt 
above the pubes. This adhæſion was not 
the conſequence of any recent inflammation, 
All the inteſtines were perfectly found ex- 
cept the rectum, which was long known to 
be in a diſeaſed ſtate, and which for a more 
accurate inſpection, we entirely removed 
from the pelvis. For this purpole the co- 
lon was divided at its lower end, and, up- 
on gently elevating the rectum, the more 
eaſily to ſeparate it from the ſacrum and coc. 
cyx, its ſides gave way and it tore like wet 
paper. This was immediately followed by 
a diſcharge of an offenſive, ſanious matter, 
mixed with ſome ſteatomatous lumps. This 
diſeaſe of the rectum commenced about an 
inch and a half from the anus, with a ſtric- 


ture and thickening of the coats of the . 
an 
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and extended about fix inches. The cel- 


ular membrane connecting the rectum to the 
acrum and coccyx, and alſo to the veſica uri- 
naria, was likewiſe indurated and much di- 
caſed. The kidnies, eſpecially the left, were 
arge and flabby, and had many hydatids on 
their outer ſurface, but appeared 1n other 
reſpects perſectly ſound. 27 


The texture of the ſmall lobe of the liver, 
and almoſt the whole of its ſubſtance, was 
deſtroyed by a large abſceſs, which was juſt 
ready to burſt into the abdomen, and which 
contained a pure white pus. This is, I be- 
lieve, an uncommon appearance, as all other 
liver abſceſſes that I have ſeen, contained a 
curdled matter of a variety of colours, the 
moſt predominant of which was dark brown. 


The gall bladder was enlarged to about 
twice its natural ſize, though not turgid with 
bile, and when filled with air, meaſured five 
inches and an half in length. The cellular 
membrane between its coats was emphyſe- 
matous. 


The 
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ee or that of his liver, ſeemed along 
fully equal to produce death; and it is ſur 


priſing that nature could n out ſo long | 
en 8 60 united. 


rr 2 


The FIGURE is reduced one third of its original fize 
A. The ſuperior extremity of the getum, is from j 


2 B. The anus. 


N An ulcerated communication between the rectum N 
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The ſuppuration i in the live probably be N 


caſioned the rigors that came on eau f in 1 
November, 


EY 


Either the diſeaſe of this poor ene 1 
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EXPLANATION of the PLATE. 


| | Giing a view of the internal ſurface of the all 
by means of a longitudinal inciſion made poſteriq 
ty and of the enlarged and diſtorted gall blade, 


the colon, $A 


7 ” 
* 5 


C. A prominence occaſioned by the urinary bade, 


which is lying collapſed under that part a: 00 
rectum. 


7 4 


and urinary bladder. 


E. That part of the rectum which tore in raiſing i it up 


from the ſacrum 


F. F. Ulcerated e in the rectum. | 


G. G. The moſt diſeaſed part of the gut. 
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Be, on the dener Powers of Candler; by 
WILLIAM CHAMBERLAINE, Surgeon, and 
. _ of the Medical n of . 


9 \ 


"—* Read October 8, 1787. 


T IE . on the ſolvent power 

of camphor, on certain reſinous ſub- 
2 contained in the miſcellaneous me- 
ir of the ingenious Dr. Percival “, explain- 
o me an incident which happened ſome 
fine ago, and which, until now, I was at a 
loss to account for; and alſo induced me 
| make trial of the effects of camphor on 
Merent gums and reſinous ſubſtances, the 


teſult of which trials are now ſubmitted to 
the Society. 


Six grains of camphor, and twelve grains 
I gum maſtich, with twelve grains of ſtrained 


: 


See page 54 of theſe Memoirs. 
| | opium, 
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opium, ſufficiently ſoft to make the whole 
into a pilular conſiſtence, without the ad. 
dition of a liquid, were well triturated in a 
mortar, and formed into middle-ſized pills, 
which, though very ſoft while under the 
finger, ſoon attained a conſiderable degree 
of hardneſs; and retained both their form 
and-hardnels for upwards of a twelvemonth; 
but afterwards, ſuddenly, without being ex- 
poſed either to heat or dampneſs, the pills 
cohered, ſoon loſt their form, and in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time, the whole maſs became 
ſoft, and aſſumed the appearance of a lump 
of pitch. 

This incident, as I have already ſaid, I 
was at a loſs to account for, as I never had 
paid any attention to the ſolvent property 
of camphor : but, ſince the peruſal of Dr. 
Percival s paper, I can no longer doubt it 
was owing to this property, that the change 
above-recited took place. May we not ſup- 
poſe, that the reaſon why this change did not 
pccur ſooner was, becauſe the aqueous par- 
- ticles.contained in the opium prevented the 
action of the camphor, until cheir e 


tion was completed ? 
The 
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The trials made on different ſubſtances, 
joined with camphor, were as follow : 


I. Ten grains of the pureſt myrrh were 
triturated with two grains of camphor, and 
an ounce of diſtilled water added gradatim. 


II. Ten grains of myrrh of equal purity *, 
without any camphor, were triturated with 
one ounce of diſtilled water, gradually poured 


On. 


The reſult of theſe two experiments was 
preciſely the ſame as mentioned by Dottor 
Percival. Both mixtures for the firſt three 
days were exactly alike : on the fourth, the 
imple mixture was evidently more watery 
near the ſurface, than that with the camphor, 
which retained its uniform milky appearance 
throughout. Very little ſediment was de- 
poſited in either of the phials ; but the ſedi- 
ment in the camphorated mixture was finer, 
whiter, and in leſs quantity than the other. | 


Particular attention was paid to the choice of the 
myrrh uſed in this experiment. One of the pureſt tears 
that could be picked out from a large parcel was ſelected, 
and divided into two equal parts. 


III. Ten 
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III: Ten grains of balſam of Tolu, with 
| as ſame quantity of camphor, triturated firſt 
ſeparately, then together, became in a ſhort 
time very ſoft; the maſs, after being formed 
into a bolus; was put into a chip box. In 
two or three days it had liquefied ſo much, 
as partly to exſude through the crevices in 
the bottom of the box; and appeared like 
common treacle ; a ſmall quantity of fæces, 
(the impurity of the balſam) being de. 
poſited. - 


IV. Ten grains of balſam of Tolu were well 
triturated with only two grains of camphor, 
until moderately foft. Leſt it might be 
ſuſpected that heat, ariſing from the briſk- 
neſs of the triture, ſhould contribute to ſoften 

the maſs, cold water was poured gradatim on 
the mixture. This addition of cold water did 
not appear either to retard, or promote the 
ſolution : the trituration was continued until 
the maſs was ſo far foftened as to be like a 
thin paſte, or mucilage, which (the water be- 
ing poured off) was put into a chip box, 
where it ſpread itſelf at the bottom; and ſtill 
retains a conſiderable degree of ſoftneſs, tho 


not ſa foft as when firſt put in. 
_ V. Equal 
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v. Equal parts of gum benzoin and cam- 


phor, triturated together, and formed into a 
bolus, ſoon loſt the round form, liquefied, 
and ſpread at the bottom of the pill-box, ac- 
quiringa conſiderable degree of tranſparency. 


VI. A pill made of camphor and gum 
guaiacum, of each ten grains, was very ſoft 
at firſt : the pill was flatted after it had lain 
in the box for ſome hours, but did not en- 
rely loſe its form; nor did it remain quite 
ſo ſoft as it was when firſt formed. 


VII. G. Sagapenum and camphor, ana, 
p. æ. were next in degree of ſoftneſs. 


VII. Equal parts of gum maſtich and 
camphor loſt the pilular form, and r at 
the bottom of the box. 


IX. Camphor and gum ammoniac ana. 
gr. x. were nearly as ſoft as the former, and 


retained the ſame degree of ſoftneſs for a long 
time, 
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X. Camphor and ſanguis draconis were 
next. 


XI. Ten grains of myrrh, with only 485 
grains of camphor, were rubbed together un. 
til moderately ſoft: when worked between 
the fingers, the maſs appeared like good moiſt 
muſcovado ſugar. It crumbled, and was with 
difficulty made into a bolus, leaving an oili- 
neſs on the fingers. The bolus was found 
next day a little flattened, and had loſt its 
ſoftneſs in ſome degree. 


XII. A pill of equal parts of camphor and 
aſafœtida retained its round form, remaining 
moderately ſoft. 


XIII. Camphor and olibanum, p. æ. fot 
at firſt, became very hard. 


XIV. Camphor and gamboge, of each ten 
grains, after being rubbed together a long 
time, ſtill remained in the form of a dry 
powder: but, the powder being put into a 


pill box, was found in three days to have 
coaleſced, 
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-oaleſced, and was ſo ſoft as to be formed into | 
a pill without crumbling, bil 
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XV. Gum arabic and gum tragacanth, 
finely powdered, were not acted on by cam- 
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phor.“ 
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To whatever purpoſes in pharmacy or 
chemiſtry, a knowledge of the active powers 
of camphor on certain reſinous ſubſtances 
may hereafter be applied, there is, in the 
pharmaceutical practice of the preſent day, 
one inſtance at leaſt, wherein it may perhaps 


be found uſeful. | nn 
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The camphorated julep of the late and U 
prelent London Pharmacopceias, is thus 
made : 


Take of camphor, one dram, double refined 
ſugar half an ounce, boiling water one pint. 
Rub the camphor firſt with a little rectified 

Af ſpirit, 


* The boxes, &c. containing the different ſubjects of 
the above experiments, were produced before the Medical 
Society when this paper was read. 
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ſpirit of wine *, then with the ſugar; laſtly 
add the water by degrees, and ſtrain the 
mixture.” 


If it be required to give little more than 
the avour of the camphor, to the mixture 
this formula may anſwer well enough. But 
if, on the contrary, the practitioner places his 
chief confidence in the camphor, he muſt ra. 
ther preſcribe it in the form of a bolus or 
pill, which may in ſome particular circum- 
ſtances, either through the patients diſlike to 
theſe forms, or for other reaſons, be objected 
to: for ſhould he expect effects from the 
camphor, which enters the compoſition of 
the julep, as now directed, on a ſuppoſition 
that it ought to contain the whole quantity 
preſcribed, which is three grains, and three 
fourths of a grain to an ounce, he vill be 
egregiouſly diſappointed : becauſe, as Dr. 
Lewis has obſerved, © part of the camphor 
will exhale, unleſs an extraordinary deal of 
care is taken, upon the affuſion of boiling 


+ The new edition of the London Pharmacopæia ſpe- 
cifies the proportion of ſp. vin. rect. to be ten drops for 


the above quantity. 
| water: 
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* 


water; and part will remain upon the 
trainer “. 


In order to aſcertain how much of this 
ſubſtance may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to en- 
ter the camphorated julep, I prepared eight 
ounces of it, according to the new pharma- 
copœia, with all poſſible nicety and exact- 
neſs, giving all the fair play that I could, to 
the camphor. I then filtered the mixture 
through a piece of paper, accurately weigh- 
ing one dram. Sixteen hours afterwards, I 
weighed the paper, then perfeftly dry, and 
containing only the camphor, left behind by 
the water. The weight of the whole was now 
one dram and 25 grains; ſo that there re- 
mained on the filter, 25 grains of camphor 
out of half a dram: and if we allow but a 
lingle grain for what might have exhaled in 
the time of preparing the mixture, and in 
the ſixteen hours drying, the remaining pro- 
portion is only four grains, which is but half 
a grain to each ounce of the mixture, inſtead 

of three grains and three quarters. 


* Lewis's Diſpenſatory, chap. viii. p. 609. 
TS I then 
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I then took four grains of myrrh, and tri. 
turated them with four grains of camphor 
adding by degrees an ounce of common wa- 
ter; which gave a mixture, perfectly ſmooth, 
milky, and uniform. 


This, I attempted to paſs through ſome 
Dutch paper, ſuchas the pill-boxes are packed 
in; which 1s more porous than the common 
filtering paper, but after ſtanding ſixteen 
hours, not more than one third had paſſed 
the ſtrainer, which, with what remained in 
the paper, continued as perfectly milky and 
uniform as at firſt; the latter having depoſited 
very little ſediment ; and that which had gone 
through, none at all. The paper, after be- 
ing thoroughly dried, was ſomething leſs than 
one grain heavier than at firſt, 


It will not then, I preſume, be deemed an 
unfair ſtatement, to ſay, that in this latter 
procels, the whole quantityofthe camphor em- 
ployed, is uniformly ſuf] pended in, nay, united 
with, the aqueous fluid, by the medium of the 
myrrh; for, if any ſeparation were to take 


place, we might ſurely expect the camphor 
to 
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o ariſe to the ſurface of the vehicle, and not 
be depoſited at the bottom; in this experi- 


ment too, there was a greater proportion of 


camphor, by a quarter of a grain, to an ounce 
of water, than is directed in the camphorated 


julep. 


Hence it is evident, that the advantages of 
uniting camphor with an aqueous fluid in 
this manner, muſt be far ſuperior to the 
uſual way: for, if ſo much of the camphor 
i preſerved in this method of preparing it, 
will it not be an object of importance, where 
the phyſician places his chief dependance 
on that drug, and is at the ſame time under 
the neceſſity of exhibiting it in a liquid form, 
to preſcribe it in combination with the gum 


reſin herementioned, rather than adhere to 
the old method, where ſo much of the cam- 
phor is demonſtrated to be loſt ? If it be ob- 
jetted, that myrrh may not always be admiſ- 


ible in certain caſes where camphor is re- 
quired; yet when it is conſidered that the 


former is by no means ſo active a medicine 
as the latter, the ſmall quantity employed, 


merely as a bond of union, being only equal 


IN 
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in weight to the camphor, can afford little 
room for objection ; but I am perſuaded 
that in moſt caſes it will rather be conſidered 
as an improvement to the efficacy of the 


medicine, than any diſadvantage *. 


— 


| 


AA re Ax. 


Hiſtory of a Caſe of Cicuta, in a Letter 1 
Mr. Joszen HOoO PER, F. M. S. % hi; 
Brother Mr. JohN HOOPER, of Reading, 
Surgeon, and F. M. S. with two additional 
Communications by the ſame, 


A 8 nothing contributes more to the ad- 


vancement of medical knowledge than 
the faithful relation of facts, I beg leave to 


* Gum amoniacum and aſafcetida were afterwards ſub. 
mitted to the ſame trials as the myrrh ; but though both 
theſe concretes are by themſelves eaſily miſcible with 
aqueous fluids, yet in the preſent experiments, the cam- 
phor, although only in the proportion of one half to the 
gums, entirely prevented their mixing with water ; nor 
did the aſſiſtance of rectified ſpirit of wine avail in a ſecond 
attempt to procure a milky and permanently uniform fluid, 
from a combination of either of theſe gums with cam- 
* 


ſubmit 


ſubmit to your notice, and that of the Me- 
dical Society of London, the following caſe, 
wherein the good effects of the cicuta were 
very manileſt. 


Thomas Carden, a ſervant of mine, aged 
between ſixteen and ſeventeen years, was in 
the beginning of December 1786, ſeized with 
a fever, which continued with irregular in- 
termiſſions near four months. About the 
middle of the ſame month he went to his 
native home upon a riſing common, but he 

grew no better; on the contrary, after hav- 
ing been there a few days, he experienced 
the addition of another complaint, a moſt 
diſtreſſing ſickneſs with reachings, which 
gradually encreaſed upon him, more or lels, 
till towards the end of April, 1787, amount- 
ing in that month to, from thirty to near 
ſixty times. a-day, and he had as often incli- 
nation for food, which moſt times he indulged 
himſelf in; yet that food (as he expreſſed 
himſelf) did not ſeem to go into the ſtomach. 
It went no further than to its upper orifice, 
where it made a ſtand till the whole of the 
J ceſophagus 
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_ eſophagus was filled. In this ſtate it did 


not remain long, as it was ſoon thrown up 
again with tolerable eaſe, But when all the 
food was come off, his reachings became very 
painful to his ſtomach, which now, in its turn, 
threw up what little acrid juices it contained. 
He was ſo fatigued one time with theſe ſevere 
conflicts, that he fell apparently lifeleſs on 
on the floor, and continued ſo half an hour. 
His mother, thinking he was dead, called in 
ſome of the neighbours to lay him out. He 
complained night and day of a burning ſen- 
ſation in his ſtomach, and few days eſcaped 
without ſome intimation of aguiſh paroxilm. 
He grew weaker daily, and the leait bodily 
exertion encreaſed his ficknels. He was not 
confined, but crawled into the common molt 


days. 


In this diſtreſſing caſe, what could be 
done! Every uſual remedy was tried. Saline 
draughts, cortex peruv. fœtid gums, chaly- 
beats, opiates, &c. &c. I procured him the 
advice of a phyſician of very extenſive prac- 
tice, who preſcribed to no manner of pur- 


pole. 
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pole. In ſhort, it would be almoſt endleſs 
to enumerate the variety of medicines which 
the poor lad took without murmuring. 


Almoſt diſcouraged from teazing him with 
more fruitleſs attempts, and ready to conſign 
him to his fate, it occurred to me, that poſſibly 
the cicuta might have a more favourable 
chance; accordingly I gave him at firſt only 
one grain of the extract night and morning, 
for two or three days. His ſickneſs abating, 
| gradually encreaſed the doſe to four grains 
three times a-day. His reachings now were 
amazingly appeaſed, and when he had taken 
it three weeks, his complaint totally left him, 
though; for ſecurity againſt a return, he con- 
tinued 1t for four or hve weeks longer, gra- 


dually diminiſhing the doſe. 


That his diſorder was put to flight by the 
cicuta, I am convinced, not only from his 
amendment on taking it, but likewiſe from 
having obſerved, that if at any time he hap- 
pened to be out of it, or, in other words, if 
his box was empty, he was ſure to feel a re- 


turn of his fickneſs, which was as ſurely 
repreſſed 
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repreſſed upon my ſending him a freſh ſup. 
ply- 


It would be perhaps unfair not to remark, 
that during this courſe, he took occaſionally 
at night two or three aloetic chalybeate pills, 
in caſe of coſtivenels ; but it is not likely that 
theſe could have effected the cure, as he had 
long uſed them previous to his taken the ci- 
cuta. He is ſtill in my ſervice, and remains 
well. 


Such have been the happy effects of the 

cicuta in the above complaint ; and although 
they may not have ſufficient to eſtabliſh its 
reputation, yet poſſibly may tempt the prac. 
titioner to ule it in ſimilar inſtances, 


Agreeable to your requeſt, I ſend you a 
further account of the luſus nature, which I 
mentioned ſome time ſince. 


On the 21ſt of November 1782, a patient 
of mine was taken in labour two months be- 
fore her full time; and in a few hours I de- 
livered 


livered her of a child of the uſual ſize for 
that period. It was living, and ſtruggled for 
about half a minute, when it died. It was 
well formed except the head, the appearance 
of whoſe forehead was ſimilar to that of the 
occiput, with ſcarcely any veſtige of a face, 
no eye-brows, or eyes, (where they ſhould 
have been) or noſe ; no mouth, but in its 
place an orbit encloſing two eyes; at firſt I 


took them only for one, but on a narrower 


inſpection, I could diſcover two joined to- 


gether ; they ſtood very prominent from the 
orbit. Above this was ſuſpended a ſubſtance, 


whoſe form was not much unlike a penis of 
that age; but I could not perceive either 
glans or prepuce. From the lower part of 
the orbit, hung by a ſlender filament of about 
one-third of an inch long, another fleſhy 

ſubſtance, the bigneſs of a ſmall pea. No 
chin nor ears in their natural ſituation, but 
lomething like ears inverted, &c. joined to- 
gether in the neck, cloſe under the maxilla 
inferior. The ſex very obſcure, having a 
kind of wart on the ſuperior part of the pu- 
denda, 


I have 
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I have preſerved the. fetus in ſpirits, but 
the eyes are changed almoſt white, from the 
action, as I ſuppole, of the ſpirits upon their 
coats and humours. 


From the above deſcription it is obvious, 
that nothing could be taken into the ſto- 
mach; this is therefore an additional proof, 
that the growth of the fœtus has no de- 


pendance from that quarter. 


The mother does not remember any ac- 
cident or particular circumſtance that beſel 
her during her pregnancy. 


——— p 


I ſend you likewiſe the following caſe of 
an obſtinate opthalmy cured : 


A delicate widow lady, of between twenty 
and thirty years of age, healthy in all other 
reſpects, was afflicted, for near two yeats, 
with an mflammation in her eyes, attended 
with excoriations upon the internal edges of 
the eye- lids. 

After 
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After having purſued a variety of pre- 
ſeriptions in London to no purpole, ſhe came 
to Reading, in hopes that the change of air 
might afford her ſome benefit ; in this how- 
ever ſhe was diſappointed, and aſked my ad- 
vice. I did her no ſervice; and ſhe returned 
to Weſtminſter, where a famous oculiſt pro- 
miſed a cure. He bliſtered her eye-lids, put 
her to great pain, without being one jot 
nearer a cure. Thus tired out, ſhe was de- 


termined to try a remedy, which ſhe had for 


ſome time been thinking of, from a ſuppo- 
ſition, ſhe ſaid, that her diſorder had for its 


cauſe a bilious habit, ſhe therefore took a 


wine glaſs of the juice of china oranges three 
times a-day, beſides which ſhe drank daily 
at her meals lemonade, containing the juice 
of two lemons. She ſoon found the happy 
ellects of this remedy, and in three months 
was perfectly cured. She would have con- 
tinued it longer, had it not cauſed a painful 
ſenſation in her ſtomach. 


It is now more than three years ſince ſhe 
diſcontinued the uſe of it, and has had no 


return of her complaint. 
ARTICLE 
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A Caſe of ſuppreſſion of Urine, occaſioned by an en- 
largement of the Proſtrate Gland. With ſome 


brief general Striftures on the uſe of the Male 

Catheter; reſpetling both the Structure of the 

Inſtrument, and the Mode of introducing i ; 
- by James WARE, Surgeon, and F. M. 8. 


Read September 8, 1788. 


A Genteman, reſiding a little way out of 
London, about the age of ſeventy, had, 


for many preceding years, been ſubject o 
pains in his back; accompanied with various 
other ſymptoms, which ſtrongly indicated a 
diſorder in the urinary bladder. Under ſeve- 
ral violent attacks of theſe complaints, no 
ſmall relief had been obtained from the uſe 
of medicines preſcribed, chiefly, by his apo- 
thecary, Mr. Adams. But, in Auguſt 1785, 
medicine failing of its former ſucceſs, and a 


ſuppreſſion of urine having taken place, and 
continued 
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continued for twenty-four hours, it became 
neceſſary to call in ſome ſurgical aſſiſtance, 
and I was deſired to attend. I did not find 
that the belly of the patient was much 
ſvelled, as might have been apprehended 
from ſo long a ſtoppage, nor did he complain 
of any great degree of pain. My object was 
o open the natural paſſage, and draw off the 
urine, For this purpoſe, I firſt attempted 
to introduce a bougie, but was not able to 
carry it further than to the neck of the blad- 
der. Catheters of various ſizes, and having 
different curvatures, were next applied ; but 
here alſo I was baffled in every attempt I 
made; nor was the ule of theſe inſtruments 
followed with any other effect, than a copious 
diſcharge of blood from the urethra, in a 
continued ſtream, for many minutes. This 
it was not in my power to prevent; though 
[ was particularly careful to avoid force in 
entering the catheters, and to introduce them 
in as gentle a manner as poſſible. At firſt 
light of the diſcharge, I was led to think that 
lome urine might be mixed with the blood. 
But in this I ſoon found myſelf miſtaken, 
lor when it had ſtood only a ſhort time, the 
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whole coagulated into one mals, which after. 
wards regularly ſeparated, in the uſual way, 
into ſerum and craſſamentum; the former of 
which was very {mall in proportion to the 
quantity of the latter. Still I was not without 
ſome hope, that the loſs of blood from the 
neck of the bladder, might have proved bene. 
ficial, by abating the inflammation, and thus 
taking off the oppoſition to the paſlage of 


the urine; the happy effect, which I had 
known it, not unfrequently, to produce in 


ſimilar caſes. I judged it neceſſary, however, 
to adviſe the further meaſures of opening a 
vein in the arm, injecting a clyſter, putting 
the body into a warm bath, and taking oily 
opening medicines, to be repeated often; 
and theſe ſeveral methods to be uſed in ſuc- 


ceſſion, as ſoon as convenient, in caſe the ob- 
ſtruction remained. 


All chis was regularly complied with; and 
as the patient lived at ſome diſtance from 
me, I heard nothing more of him for the 
ſpace of a week, from my firſt attendance. | 
was then informed, that, though he had con- 
tinued as eaſy during that time, as when I ſaw 

him, 
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kim, all had been found ineffectual to pro- 
cure the ſmalleſt diſcharge of urine; that, in 
conſequence of this, his belly was then much 
ſyelled; and he appeared to all around him 
to decline ſo faſt, that it was thought he 
could not ſurvive many hours. I imme- 
diately went to him, and made another at- 
tempt to paſs the catheter, but with no more 
ſucceſs than before. On introducing my fin- 
ger into the rectum, I found that the proſtrate 
was enlarged ; but I was ſtill unable, even 
with the aſſiſtance afforded by the preſſure of 
the finger on that part, to procure an en- 
trance for the catheter into the bladder. 
The patient was then averſe to any further 
operation, and was indeed become ſo weak, 

that I could not think of propoſing it. He 
lived two days longer; during which, tho 
he was always uneaſy, he yet did not once 
ſew ſigns of violent pain. 


The day after he died, Iwas deſired to open 
the body; and readily embraced the op- 
portunity it offered, of more fully aſcertain- 


ing the nature of the caſe; concerning which 
2 2 I could 
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I could not but be ſolicitous to obtain further 
ſatisfaction. 


T began with a repetition of the attempt 
to introduce the catheter, in the uſual way, 
through the natural paſſage of the urine ; 
but 1 could not now carry 1t any further 
than I did when the patient was living, 
The apex of the catheter ſeemed to ad- 
vance, however, upon my preſſing its han- 
dle with a fmall degree of force; and upon 
my increaſing this force, which in the dead 
ſubject I was not afraid to do, the inſtrument 
made its way into the bladder; when four 
pints of urine were drawn off. I then pro- 
ceeded to open the cavity of the abdomen; 
the contents of which appeared perfettly 
ſound. Upon introducing my hand into 
the pelvis, I felt a large ftone in the blad- 
der; and, on examining further, I found 
that the proſtrate gland was enlarged to 
a very great fize. IT made an opening in- 
to the upper part of the bladder, and ex- 
tracted the ſtone. It was of an oval ſhape, 
and nearly as large as a hen's egg. Alter 


this, I again introduced the catheter thro 
the 
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che urethra, and inſtantly carried it into 
the bladder, through the perforation I. had 
before made into it with this inſtrument. I 
carefully diſſected the bladder and proſtrate 
from their connections 1n the pelvis; and re- 
moved them, together with a ſmall portion 
of the membranous part of the urethra. Hav- 
ing the diſeaſed parts now fully before me, I 
made an inciſion through the proſtrate, in 
order to examine the ſtate of the urethra, at 
the part where 1t enters the bladder, and 
where the reſiſtance was made to the paſſage 
of the catheter. This inſtrument I found had 
pierced through the urethra, about a quar- 
ter of an inch beyond the caput gallinaginis 
. and had paſſed nearly two inches through 
the ſubſtance of the enlarged proſtrate, be- 
fore 1t entered the bladder*. The promi- 
nence of the proſtrate was fo great, that it 
projected above an inch and a half, in near 
ly a perpendicular direction to the mem- 
branous part of the urethra, at the place 
where the catheter had pierced it. This 
gland had no appearance of being gan- 
grened, nor had it undergone any change- 


* See Fig. 1, on the plate annexed. 
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of colour ; yet, notwithſtanding this, its ex, 
ternal aſpect, it muſt certainly have acquired 
a conſiderable degree of morbid tenderneſ, 
as its admitting the blunt end of a large ca. 
theter to paſs through it, was, I think, no 
otherwiſe to be accounted for. The caput 
gallinaginis had its uſual ſize and appear. 
ance; and round it were a great number of 
lacunæ. Some of theſe were of conſiderable 
ſize; and one in particular, beſides the per- 

foration through which the catheter paſſed 
into the bladder, was ſo large, that J imagine, 
either a bougie, or one of the catheters 
which had been introduced to draw off the 
urine, muſt have been carried into it, and 
dilated it. 


—  — .— 


TAE caſeI have now related is one, among 
many other inſtances of diſorder to which 
the human ſpecies are liable, which it ſeems 
beyond the power of art to relieve. The en- 
largement of the proſtrate, in this inſtance, 
was indeed, moſt probably, occaſioned by the 
ſtimulus, which a ſtone in the bladder ex- 


cited; and therefore, if the exiſtence of the 
| ſtone 
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tone had been aſcertained at an earlier pe- 
riod, its removal might have prevented the 
fatal effects that followed. Many inſtances, 
however, have occurred, and ſeveral are re- 
lated by authors, of ſimilar aflections of this 
gland, without any ſuch cauſe, and indeed 
without any known cauſe whatever; and in 
all ſuch caſes, it merits enquiry, whether, 
if the catheter cannot be introduced through 
the natural paſſage, it may not be ſafely car- 
ned through the enlarged gland, in the way 
it was introduced, after death, in the caſe 


here related?, 


But it is not my deſign, at preſent, to 
dwell either upon the nature or treatment of 
this diforder ; and, in what remains of this 


paper, I ſhall confine myſelf to ſuch remarks 


as have occurred to me, and may not be un- 
delerving attention, on the ſhape of the male 
catheter, and the mode of introducing 1t. 


This is a ſubject of no ſmall importance; 
lince, in ſuppreſſions of urine, the catheter 
often ſupplies the only remaining means for 


the preſervation of life, Various impediments 
to 
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to the introduction of the catheter may un. 
doubtedly exiſt, which no ſkill or dexterity 
is able to ſurmount ; and I believe it will be 
admitted, that one of theſe has been deſcribed 
in the preceding caſe. It is nevertheleſs moſt 
requiſite, in all caſes, that a careful attention 
be given to the ſhape and fize of the cathe. 
ter; and, in the uſe of the inſtrument, 
attention ſhould alſo be given to the ftruc- 
ture and curvature of the urethra; it being 
no leſs apparent than certain, that the proba. 
bility of ſucceding, however ſmall in itſelf, 
muſt always be leſs, when the circumſtances 
above pointed out haye not been properly 
regarded. | 


In the firſt place, it appears to me not a lit- 
tle extraordinary, that the curvature of the ca- 
theters, which are repreſented in many books 
of {urgery, and allo of thoſe which are uſually 
fold at the inſtrument-makers, ſhould differ 
lo much, as I find they do, from that of the 
ſound, that is uſed in tearching for the ſtone. 
The greateſt difficulty that occurs, both in 
ſearching, and in drawing off the urine, is in 
the introduction of the proper inſtruments 
an 
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and if, as a modern writer, of acknowledged 
merit, informs us*, the curvature of the 
bund he repreſents, is taken exactly from 
the natural curvature of the urethra, and is 
moſt proper for its introduction into the blad- 
der; that curvature, I ſhould imagine, would 
be moſt ſuitable for the catheter alſo. This 
inſtrument, however, is, in general, curved 
very differently from ſounds ; and the cathe- 
ter, Mr. Bell himſelf repreſents in Plate 15, 
Vol. ii. is curved quite different from his 
ſounds, repreſented in Plate x1. of the ſame 
yolume. The curvature of the ſtaff, for di- 
recting the gorget into the bladder in Litho- 
tomy is required to be large; and, perhaps, 
larger than that of the other inſtruments I 
have mentioned, in order that it may prove 


, 


a more certain guide, in conducting the 


knife through the integuments in perinzo. 
But this is a uſe to which neither ſounds 
nor catheters are applicable; and therefore, 
unleſs the largeneſs of the curvature renders 
the introduction of theſe inſtruments into 
the bladder more eaſy, it does not appear re- 
quiſite in either of them. : 


See Bell's Syſtem of Surgery, vol. ii. p. 34. 
| It 
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It may probably be urged, that the ſound 


requires a large curvature, in order that 3 
large portion of it may be introduced into 
the bladder; and thus, in ſearching, when 
the ſtone is ſmall, che chance of ſtriking on 
it may be greater, than when the curvature 
is leſs. But I am very doubtful, whether a 
larger portion of the ſound can be introduced 
when its curvature is large, than when it is 
{mall ; and, beſides this, the ſtone naturally 
falls to the bottom of the bladder, and this 
is a part of it which may be reached without 
any extraordinary curvature of the inſtru. 
ment. Beſides which, the apex or inner ter- 
mination of the found admits of conſiderable 
motion in the bladder, by raiſing or deprell- 
ing its handle; and, therefore it may, by this 
method, in moſt caſes, be carried into contact 


with any body that is lodged in it. 


It is, however, neceſſary for me to add, 
that as the curvature of the ſound is ſome- 
times too large, that of the catheter, on the 
contrary, is often made much too ſinall ; and 
I have ſeveral times been diſappointed in the 


attempt to introduce ſuch an inſtrument, 
| when 


-A 
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when I have afterwards ſucceeded with a ca- 
theter, whoſe curvature was larger. 


The tranſlator of Monſ. Le Dran's Trea- 
tile on the Operations of Surgery, oblerves, 
page 219, that the curvature of the cathe- 
ter ſhould be proportionable to the make of 


the patient; and that this may be gueſſed at 


ſight.” I am at a loſs to underſtand the mean- 


ing of this ſentence, if any thing more is in- 


tended by it, than that the curvature of the 
catheter ſhould be varied according to the 
ſize of the perſon on whom it is to be uſed. 
And this appears to have been the meaning 
of Le Dran himſelf, ſince the original words, 
* grandeur du malade*,” may, I think, more 
properly be tranſlated, © ſize of the patient,” 


than © make of the patient.” The curvature 


of the urethra, in perſons whoſe ſize is ſi mi- 
lar, is, in general, I believe, nearly alike; and 
when the ſize varies, as in the caſe of a boy 
and a man, I am diſpoſed to think, though 
the ſeveral parts are larger in the latter than 
in the former, that the curvature is {lill ſimi- 


* Traite des Operations de Chirurgerie, par H. F. le 
Dran. p. 288. 
lar. 
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Dran, p, 288. 


lar. Heiſter ſeems to have been of this 
opinion, and, in plate xxvii, he gives a re. 
preſentation of a number of catheters, dif. 
fering in length and thickneſs ; but in all of 
theſe the ſame curvature is preſerved in 


proportion to their reſpective lengths. 


\ 

Some ſurgeons have ſhaped their ſounds 
according to the ſhape of the large curvature 
of the urethra; but this does not ſeem to fur- 
niſh a certain rule for the conſtruction either 
of ſounds or catheters; ſince the difficulty that 
occurs in introducing them does not ariſe from 
the want of ſuch conformity, but from the 
oppoſition theſe inſtruments meet, when their 
apex, or inner termination, reaches the end of 
this curvature, and has to paſs a ſmall curva- 
ture of the urethra, which lies under the ſym- 


phiſis pubis, at the entrance into the blad- 
der. | 


Le Dran obſerves, that the ſize of the ca- 
theter ſhould be ſuited to the ſize of tie 
urethra ; and that this is to be determined by 
the ſize of the orifice in the glans penis“. 


* Traits des Operations de Chirurgerie, par H. F. le 
I have 
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[ have, however, often found the orifice of 
the urethra in the glans penis much con- 
tracted ; and yet the urethra, in its whole 
length afterwards, has been of its full natural 
ze. Le Dran adds a remark, which I be- 
lieve is univerſally admitted to be juſt, © that 
a pretty large catheter always paſſes better 
than a ſmall one.“ 


As to the length of the catheter, theſe in- 
ſtruments are generally made much ſhorter 
than ſounds. In the latter, indeed, the ad- 
ditional length affords a conſiderable advan- 
tage to the ſurgeon, enabling him to move it 
about in the bladder, in ſearch of a ſtone, 
with much more eaſe than he could do, if it 
was ſhorter. But the neceſſity is not the 


ſame, in the uſe of the catheter. Not- 


withſtanding which, if the length of that 
inſtrument was increaſed to about twelve 
inches, according to the repreſentation of it 
in Fig. 2. on the plate annexed, which is 
more than an inch above the ordinary 
length, I believe the facility of uſing it, 
would be in no ſmall degree increaſed. 


The 
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© The figure, juſt referred to, is taken from an 
inſtrument which J have long made uſe of 
myſelf; and have found it ſo often to ſuc. 
ceed, where others of a different ſize ang 
curvature have failed, that I beg leave to 
recommend it to the notice of this ſociety, 


With regard to the poſture of the patient 
during the operation, I have performed it 
when this has been very different. The moſt 
convenient, I think, is, for the patient to 
ſtand, with his back againſt the wainſcot of 
the room, and the ſurgeon to be ſeated be- 
fore him. If, however, the patient 1s very 
infirm, the operation may be performed either 
in a ſitting or more reclined poſture, as he 


{hall find to be moſt ealy. 


The mode in which I paſs the inſtrument, 
is as follows: 


Being firſt thoroughly oiled, I introduce 
it into the urethra, with 1ts convex part up- 
permoſt, and carry it as far as it will pals, 
without uſing force. It is the prattice of 
ſome ſurgeons, in doing this, to draw the 


penis forwards over the catheter ; and Monl. 
Le 
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Le Dran obſerves *, © that the great art in 
arching,” and I preſume he muſt mean, 
there is the ſame art in drawing off the urine, 
« is to keep up a kind of intelligence between 
the hand that ſupports the penis, and the 
other which directs the inſtrument.” He adds, 
that they ought to act ſo in concert, that, 
alternately, the catheter may be thruſt into 
the penis, and the penisdrawn forwards upon 
the catheter.” In this method, I have repeat- 
edly attempted to introduce. the catheter ; 
but, notwithſtanding all the care I could uſe, 
my attempts have, in general, been without 
ſucceſs; and I have obſerved, in various in- 
ſtances, that the attempts of others, in the 
ſame way, have been equally unſucceſsful. 
do not mean, however, by this remark, to 
convey a doubt of Le Dran's ſucceſs, accord- 
ing to the method he has deſcribed; but ſince 
I, and others, have not been ſo fortunate, as 
to meet with ſimilar ſucceſs, I hope 1 ſhall 
ſtand excuſed, if I propoſe a method ſome- 
what different, and which, in my practice, has 
been more ſucceſsful. I therefore add, that 
in a great number of inſtances, I have ſcarce 
once found it neceſſary to touch the penis, 


* Traite par le Dran; p. 290. 
alter 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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after the apex of the catheter has been intro. 
duced into the urethra: nor will this, I think; 
appear improbable, when it is conſidered, 
that the anterior part of the urethra, is the 


only part which can eſſentially be affected by 
drawing the penis forward; and this afford; 


no obſtacle to the paſſage of the inſtrument, 


unleſs there is a ſtricture in it. The poſte- 
rior part of the urethra, through which, 
alone, it is difficult to paſs the inſtrument, 
can neither be ſtraitened nor ſmoothed by 


this part of the proceſs. But, beſides the 


objection J have now mentioned to the prac- 
tice of drawing the penis forward, I ſhall pre- 


ſently have occaſion to obſerve, further, that 


the confinement of the catheter, neceſſarily 
occaſioned by it, is not only unneceſſary, but, 
in a ſubſequent part of the operation, is alſo 
liable to be injurious. 


When the catheter has proceeded as far as 


it will paſs, without uſing force, I turn it 


ſlowly round, ſo as to bring its concave fide 
uppermoſt ; and, in doing this, I make a 


large ſweep with the handle of the in{}ru- 


ment, and, at the ſame time, keep my atten-, 


tion _—_— fixed on its apex, or inner ter- 
mination; 
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mination; which I take particular care, 
neither to retract, nor to move from its firſt 
line = direction. 


In this part of the operation, as well as the 
ſormer, I differ conſiderably, both from the 
directions and practice of many eminent 
ſurgeons. Mr. Bromfield®, in particular, di- 
rects, when the apex of the ſound meets with 
reſiſtance in perinæo, that it be turned round, 
not /ozoly, as I have directed, but /uddenly ; 
and, though I do not find the ſame direction 
ſo plainly given by other chirurgical authors, 
when writing on this operation, yet this is 
the mode I have generally ſeen ſurgeons 

purſue in the performance of it. Some- 
times, when the operators have been ex- 
penenced men, like the gentleman above- 
mentioned, it has, without doubt, ſucceeded 
in this way; but, in general, and eſpecially 
when the ſurgeon has been inexperienced, 
the operation has failed; and, even with 
the finger in the rectum, it has not always 
been rendered ſucceſsful. 


6 Zee Bromfield's Chirurgical Obſervations, vol. ii. 
þ 200. ; 


Vol. I. Aa When 
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When, again, the apex of the catheter 
reaches the neck of the bladder, if it does 
not eaſily paſs in on depreſſing the handle, 
Mr. Sharp * recommends to withdraw it a 
quarter of an inch, and then to introduce 
the finger into the rectum to raiſe it; by 
which method he ſays it will ſeldom fail to 
enter. For my own part, I have rarely had 
occaſion to introduce my finger into the 
rectum, in performing this operation; and 
in the direction above given for introducing 
the inſtrument, I have mentioned, particu- 
larly, that its inner termination ſhould not 
be permitted to retract, when it reaches the 
arch of the os pubis. I beg to dwell upon 
this circumſtance, believing it eſſential to the 
eaſy introduction of the inſtrument. On the 
contrary, whenever I have been inattentive 
to it, and have allowed the catheter to fall 
back, I have always been under the neceſiity 


of entirely withdrawing it. 


- But the part of the operation of introduc- 
ing the catheter, on which, I believe, its ſuc- 
ceſs chiefly depends, is the preſervation of the 
apex of the inſtrument, at the time of turning 


* See Sharp's Treatiſe on the Operations of Surgery, p.81. 
its 
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its concave fide uppermoſt, in the right di- 
rection of the urethra ; ſo that it may not 
then preſs aginſt the ſides of this canal. In 
order to make my meaning better underſtood, 
I will ſuppoſe a perſon to preſs the apex of a 
catheter, with its convex {de uppermoſt, 
againſt his finger, or any other reſiſting body. 
If he turns the inſtrument ſuddenly round, 
ſo as to bring its concave ſide uppermoſt, he 
will find, unleſs he uſes great care, that its | 
apex will be moved from its place, and take 
anew direction, different from that which it 
followed before he made the turn. A ſimilar 
effect takes place when the inſtrument is in 
the urethra; and if in that caſe, on the turn 
of the inſtrument, its apex, inſtead of preſſing 
ſtrait forward in the urethra, ſhould take its 
direction againſt the ſides of the canal, no ad- 
ditional preſſure, afterwards, can make it ad- 
vance. For this reaſon, inſtead of turning 
the inſtrument ſuddenly, in the way recom- 
mended by Mr. Bromfield, I always make 
the turn ſlowly, and give the handle of-the 
catheter a large ſweep round; and this large 
lweep of the handle is accompliſhed much 
more readily when the inſtrument is uncon- 

ined, than it can be when the penis is drawn 
A a 2 forward 
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forwards over it, in the way recommended * 
Monſ. Le Dran. 2 


* 


When the ann; Is nur it wall Ay 


be preſſed onward, and its handle at the ſane 


time be gently depreſſed. By this method ꝶ 
will be made to enter the bladder, and upon 


removing the ſtile, the urine of courſe * be 
un HH it. 2: 5 


— 1 * 10 
1 eY \ 


1 en need mention, chat previous to 


the uſe of a catheter, a bougie ſhould be in- 


troduced. This alone, in many inſtances; 


has been ſufficient to procure the diſchatge 
of the urine. I have alſo not unfrequently 


ſucceeded, in drawing off the urine, with a 


hollow bougie made of elaſtic gum. But 


notwithſtanding theſe ſucceſſes, cafes wil 


ſtill often occur, which the catheter alone 


can relieve. Every hint, therefore, that ma 


tend to render the introduction of this in{trus 
ment more eaſy and certain, will, 1 latter 


myſelf, be thought not unworthy the atten. ; 


tion of this ſociety. 
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| REFERENCES to the PLATE. 


5 Fig 1. Was taken from a preparation of the parts 
affected by the diſorder, deſcribed in the pre- 
ceding paper. | 

© A. Part of the inſide of the urinary bladder. 

. C. D. E. The inſide of the enlarged proſtrate gland 
. A probe carried through the perforation made 
= in the proſtrate with the catheter. 

H. The caput gallinaginis perforated by a great number. 
of lacunz, and ſurrounded by many others, 
I E. The orifices of the ureters. 
LM. The outſide of the proſtrate. 
N. O. The outſide of the bladder. 
Fig. 2. The catheter recommended. 


AR rICIL E XXX. 
; 2 aſe of a Scirrhous (Eſophagus, by WM. FAR- 
QUHARSON, of Edinburgh, M. D. and 


EC. M. S. Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
oF betans of Edinburgh, and Correſponding Mem- 
ber of the 5 octety of Scotch Antiquaries. 


4 


Read December 3. 1787. 


* conſtructed œſophagus, one of the 

moſt deplorable diſeaſes to which the 

— body is ſubject, though not uncom- 
Aag mon, 
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mon, has been ſo ſeldom deſcribed by me. 
dical writers, and is ſo little known by the 
generality of practitioners, that it may be 
deemed a new diſeaſe. 

Having been hitherto found incurable, ex. 
cept in an early ſtage, I flatter myſelf a mi- 
nute and accurate hiſtory of it's firſt ſymp. 
toms and progreſs will not be unacceptable 
to the public; more eſpecially as its begin- 
ming 1s too {light to give the patient any alarm, 


or be thought a proper 22 of medical at- 
tention. 


With a view to the above, I lay the follow- 
ing caſe before the Medical Society, and beg 
leave to aſſure them that I can promiſe for 
the authenticity of the facts as they were taken 
from the patient's own mouth, and minuted 
down at the time; and I hope a proper atten- 
tion to accuracy and minuteneſs will excule 

the deficiency of ſtyle and arrangement. 


June 10, 1787. William Glen, aged 44; 
naturally delicate, of a ſlender make, remark- 
ably pale complexion, very weak and ex- 

tremely 
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tremely emaciated, conſulted me for a diſor- 
der in the eſophagus, about half way between 
the throat and ſtomach, which rendered him 
perfectly incapable of ſwallowing ſolid food 
of any kind, and even cauſed the moſt liquid 
ſood to be rejected, after remaining ſome 
hours in his throat. 


On e I found that he had la- 


boured under this complaint, though in a ; 


lels degree, ſince the beginning of January, 
1787. 


He gave me the following hiſtory of his 
caſe: 


January firſt, he was ſeized with a cold and 
light fever, to which he was very ſubject, this 

conſined him to his bed for ten days. When 
he began to recover, he felt a ſlight difficulty 
of ſwallowing, which he attributed to wind 
meeting the food in it's paſſage to the ſlo- 
mach. 


For this ſuppoſed windy complaint he 


conſulted a druggiſt of this place, who or- 
dered 
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dered him ſome hiera picra infuſed in brandy, 
a vine-glaſs full to be taken twice a day. 
This increaſed his complaints ſo much, that 
he left off uſing it in leſs than a week, and 
took no more medicines till after he con- 
ſulted me. It will not be improper to ob- 
| ſerve here that this patient had never found 
ſpirits agree with him; but ſince January laſt 
they increaſed his ſufferings very much: he 
was temperate in the uſe of every thing ex- 
cept drinking tea and ſmoaking tobacco. 


From this time he grew daily worſe, ſo that 
by the end of February, every bit of his ſolid, 
and part of his liquid food, was rejected, af- 
ter remaining four, five, or {ix hours, in the 
cſophagus. From the time of his ſwallow- 
ing any food to the time of its being rejected, 
he was very uneaſy. He complained of a 
ſenſe of weight and fullneſs in his breaſt and 
a violent pain in his back, nearly oppoſite 
to the cardia; theſe ſymptoms vent off after 
the food came up. 


He was now reduced to the neceſſity of 
ſubſiſting entirely on the moſt liquid ſood 
taken 
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taken often, but-in a ſmall quantity at once; 
though he could ſtill ſwallow freſh butter 


pretty well, and had a great deſire for it, yet 


his poverty prevented him from procuring a 
ſuficient quantity. 


As his food was now ſeldom retained more 
than an hour or two at moſt, and was thrown 
up in greater quantities than formerly, he loſt 
his ſtrength and fleſh ſo much, that he began 
to be alarmed, and for the firſt time thought 
himſelf in danger. 


June 10th, he conſulted me. I immedi- 
ately ſuſpected the cauſe of this diſorder; and 
though I had very little hopes of curing him, 
as the diſeaſe was ſo far advanced; yet that 
I might not ſeem to abandon him to his fate, 
| reſolyed to give mercury a fair trial, which 
was the only medicine I had ever ſeen of ule 
in the like circumſtances, As I judged it ne- 
ceſſary to produce a gentle ſalivation as 
quickly as poſſible, I ordered him three 
grains of calomel, and one grain of opium, 
every night at bed time, with a laxative oc- 
caſionally, to obviate coſtiveneſs. At the 
ſame 
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lame time, 1 ordered him to be fed with milk, 
or rich broth, a good deal of freſh butter, and 


a little wine daily. 


In about ten days he began to ſpit gently, 
and in about a month more I was agreeably 
ſurprized to find him ſo much relieved, that 
he could ſwallow liquid food without difh- 
culty, and got over even ſolids, when cut 
ſmall and well chewed: neither ſolids nor 
liquids were now rejected. The pain in his 
back, and ſenſe of weight and fullneſs at his 
breaſt, had gone off, and he began to gather 
fleſh and ſtrength, ſo that I had every reaſon 
to look for a perfect cure. 


| As he now -ſalivated freely, I ordered him 
to omit his medicines every other night, to 
guard againſt cold, to live on the moſt nou- 
riſhing diet he could procure, and to encreaſe 
his ordinary quantity of wine. However, 
he unluckily expoſed himſelf in a rainy day, 
and got a rheumatiſm in his thigh ; this, and 
the idea of his being out of danger, mace 
him give up his medicines entirely, and I 


heard no more of him till the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 
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tember, when he was admitted into the Ge- 
neral. Diſpenſary of Paiſley. 


Mr. White, one of the ſurgeons examined 
him with me. We found things had taken a 
ſurpriſing turn for the worſe. All his com- 
plaints had returned with greater violence 
than ever; his inability of ſwallowing even 


liquid food had increaſed, and every thing 


he took was rejected, in a ſhorter time than 


formerly, with a particular gurgling noiſe. 
He had pain as well as the ſenſe of weight and 
fulneſs at his breaſt, and the pain of his back 
was now conſtant and more ſevere. The di- 
latation of the upper part of the ceſophagus 
vas plainly perceptible; he was extremely 
weakened and emaciated. He never had a 
ſtool without a clyſter or a laxative, and it 
was with difficulty he got down as much of 
the laxative as kept his body open. His pulſe 
was regular, but weak, and his breathing was 
not at all affected. He informed us, that his 
complaints had returned in a ſhort time after 
quitting his medicines, and immediately after 
his ſalivation ceaſed. 


In 


þ 
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In this Gini little could be expected 
from medicines; however, we ordered the 
calomel and opium to be repeated, and 
ijs of mercurial ointment to be rubbed into 
the pained part of his throat every night at 
bed- time; with ſome decoction of woods after 
it, and a laxative occaſionally. We like. 


wiſe ordered half a pint of wine, and a clyſter 
of mutton broth daily. At the ſame time we 


gave particular directions about feeding him. 


Norwithſianding all our endeavours, his 
diſeaſe gained ground daily, fo that by the 
middle of Ottober, every particle of his 
food was rejected in a few minutes, mixed 
with a great quantity of mucus and ſaliva. 
His weakneſs and emaciation were now ſo 
extreme, that he could not move off his 
back ; and for ſome days before his death, 
he was generally in. a ſtate of ſtupor, unleſs 
he was ſpoke to; yet he {till expreſſed a de- 
fire for food; and his breathing was not in 
the leaſt affected, as the day before his death 
he ſlept with his mouth ſhut, and without a 
pillow in his ordinary manner. We now 


ordered the broth * to be repeated 
thrice 
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thrice a · day, without any effect, for on the 


27th of October he expired without a ſtrug- 
gle, abſolutely ſtarved to death. 


Leave being obtained to open the body, it 
was carefully examined by Mr. Thynne, one 
of the ſurgeons of the Diſpenſary. 


The emaciation was extreme ; not a par- 
ticle of fat was to be ſeen, and even the mul- 
cles themſelves ſeemed to be waſted. 


On laying bare the ceſophagus, we per- 
ceived about ſix inches of it, beginning a 
little below the pharynx, much dilated ; and 
about two inches and a half from that to 


near the cardia, perfectly ſcirrhous. 


On cutting 1t open, we found the coats of 
the dilated part much thinner than ordinary, 
the inner coat was extremely ſmooth, and 
perfectly free from ulceration. This part of 
the ceſophagus contained a great quantity of 
mucus and ſaliva, with a little of the aliment, | 
but no pus. 


The 
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The Ainet portion of the ſophagtß 
was completely impervious, and afforded 
conſiderable reſiſtance to the ſmall blade 
a probe ſeiſſars, with which it was cut open, 
The coats of this portion were impercepti. 
ble, being confounded in the ſeirrhous maß 


The ſtomach ſhewed no appearances of diſ 
eaſe, only the coronary vein was uncommonly 
large, and much diſtended with dark coloured 
blood. There was a great quantity of a fluid 
in the ſtomach which appeared to be pr 
pally bile and mucus. 


The inteſtines were n contraſted but | 
otherwiſe j in a natural ſtate. 


The deer gall-bladder, pancreas, and 
ſpleen, were as uſual. 1 


The ſubſtance of the lungs was remarkably, J 
white, and the ſmalleſt ramifications of the 
veins appeared as if they had been filled with 
a black injection. Both lobes, but particu- 
larly the right, adhered ſtrongly to the pleura. 


The 
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he heart was not larger than that of a 
a fix years old, yet it ſeemed perfect in 

all its parts, and the arteries and veins con- 
ed with it were of the ordinary ſize, but 
heir coats were remarkably white and thin. 
re was no water in the pericardium or 
| a of the 1295 | 


uin the drawings ſubjoined to this caſe, I 
have endeavoured to give a repreſentation of 
d diſcaſed part of the eſophagus, of the 
Enaural Gze, both before and after it was cut 
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BEEEXPLANATION of the PLATE. 


FA. The efophagus cut off a little below the pharynx. 
. B. B. B. Dilated part of the cefophagus cut open. 
C. C. C. C. Scirrhous part of the eſophagus cut open. 
b. CEſophagus cut off a little above the cardia. 
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ARTICLE XXXII. 


H i/tory f a Caſe of inc: ed Droph,, with a 
Diſection, by Amos WinsHie, of Boſton, 


Maſſachuſetts, M. D. and C. M. S. i” a Lei- 
ter to J. C. LET TSO, M. D. 


Read March g1, 1788. 


; ' M. a young woman 94 years of age, 
began to have hydropic ſwellings of the 
abdomen, early in the year 1786. She had 
been intemperate for ſome. years, and had, 
previous to this indiſpoſition, been cured of 
the lues venerea. After the trial of power- 
ful diuretics, and cathartics, diobſtruent me- 
_ dicines without advantage; the paracentelis 
was performed by Dr. Cheever of this place, 
and upwards of four gallons of limpid water 


| were diſcharged. 


After this operation ſhe improved in health, 
and gradually regained her ſtrength and ſpi- 


"Tits, and had a return of regularity in the 
whole 
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whole animal œconomy; the urine in x parti- | 
cular was diſcharged in its uſual Poon and 


colour, | | its 


This healthy appearance was of ſhort du- 
ration; in a few weeks the abdomen again 
tumefied; the accuſtomed evacuations were 
ſuppreſſed or irregular, and the operation of 
tapping was again had recourſe to, and with 

ſimilar advantages. She filled again with 
water, and was tapped the third time; in the 
begining: of October, the operation was 
again neceſſarily performed for the fourth 
time, which proved the laſt, for a fever and 
diarrhza ſoon after enſuing, ſhe died on the 


- 14th of the ſame month. 


The Difedtion. 


On commencing the opening of the ab- 
domen, the firſt preternatural appearance 
was a collection of purulent matter, lodged 

between the oblique and tranſverſe muſcles ; 
upon continuing the inciſion through, che in- 
Vol. II. B b teguments 
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teguments into the cavity of the abdomen, 
there guſhed out an extremely fcetid fluid, 
intermixed with pus and coagulable lymph, in 
which numerous hydatides of the magnitude 
of an hazle nut were floating : after diſcharg. 
ing this collection of fluid, which amounted 
to ſeveral gallons, we were ſurprized to 
find, that inſtead of the abdominal viſcera, 
the whole anterior ſurface of the abdomen 
vas occupied by a membranous cyſt, which 
adhered firmly to the external coat of the 
peritonæum, extending from the brim of the 
pelvis, to the epigaſtric region, and which 
had contained the immenſe collection juſt 
mentioned; by its weight and magnitude, it 
had preſſed the inteſtines into the upper 
portion, immediately againſt the diaphragm; 
the ſuperior extremity of this cyſt, with the 
poſterior lamina of the omentum, having 
formed a complete ſeptum, in a paral- 
lel direction with the diaphragm, making 
a kind of diſtin& cavity, which contained the 
principal abdominal viſcera ; but the colon 
eſcaping out of this cavity, took a direction 
in a right line, cloſe to the vertebræ of the 
back, and under the anterior ſurface of the 
| great 
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great cyſt, not diſſimilar to the paſſage of the : 
eſophagus through the thorax. 


In removing this great cyſt, the coat of 
which was about half an inch in thickneſs, 
of an appearance of concreted coagulable 
lymph, another cyſt of the ſize of a child's 
head, was diſcovered, lying between the ve- 
fica urinaria and uterus; this ſecond cylt 
was full of purulent matter, with a ſubſtance 
on the interior ſurſace of its fundus, of a 
ſteatomatous appearance, combined with a 
quantity of hair full eighteen inches in 
length: the uterus was very little altered 
from the natural conſiſtence and ſize: on 
removing it, a third cyſt was diſcovered, ly- 
ing between this viſcus and the rectum, of 
about half the magnitude of the ſecond cyſt, 
containing pus, and a fatty ſubſtance inter- 
mixed alſo with hair; with the additional 
peculiarity of having its internal ſurface lined 
throughout with a lamella of bone which 
firmly adhered to the internal membrane, or 
tunic of the cyſt. The hair found in boch 
the cyſts was of a light ſandy colour, but tlie 

B b 2 hair 
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hair of the mons veneris, and head of the 
patient was black. Fo 

I remark this more particularly, as the 
theory of the generation of hair is ſtill ob- 
ſcure; the length of the hair, found in the 
two ſmaller cyſts, leſſens the probability of 
its originating from a fœtus. 


The bladder was become almoſt in a ſcir- 
rhous ſtate, and in ſome parts oſſified; yet 
when the patient was relieved by tapping, 
ſhe wen dp. urine n and with 
9 2 
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ARTICLE XXXII. 


An Account of a remarkable Spaſmodic Affection 
from the Puncture of a Pin, cured by the liberal 
Uſe of. Laudanum, with Antimonial Wine. By 
TrHomas POLE, Surgeon, and F. M. S. 


Read January 18, 1787. 


A Young woman about twenty years of 

age, of a ſlender delicate form, clear 
freſh complexion, and of great irritability of 
the nervous ſyſtem, but in perfect health, 
had the misfortune on the 22d of the 12th* 
month, 1786, to wound her right hand 
with a hair pin. The wound did not bleed, 
but immediately aſſumed a livid blackifh 
colour, attended at firſt with numbneſs, which 
in about ten minutes was ſucceeded by ſharp 
darting pains : the part ſoon began to ſwell, 
extending as far as her elbow, and the next 
day became red and inflamed, which con- 
tinued to increaſe for eight days, when ſhe 
came from the country to London for my 
advice. 


* The months are mentioned hy their numerical names. 


Bbg I was 
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I was aware that the great irritation might 
probably ariſe from a nerve being punctured, 
as the pinentered the ball of the thumb, and 
penetrated as far as the anterior part of the 
carpus, where the nerves are pretty plen- 
tifully paſſing to the fingers and thumb; 
I recommended her ſuch medicines as I 
thought would tend to abate inflammation, 
gave Ext. Theb. gr. 1 omni notle et urgente do- 
lore. | 


N Ext. Saturn ij. Tint. Theb. Ziij. 


Ag. Pure Zvſd. M. ft. lotio part. affefle applican- 
da ſubinde. 


R Sal. Carth. Amar. 11. Syr. e Spin. Cerv. Iſo- 
Aq Menth. pip. imp. Zvijſs. M. Capiat. coch. ii] 


ad libitum. 


From this plan ſhe derived no relief. The 
inflammation continued to extend to the 
ſhoulder, with an increaſe of the pain, which 
proceeded up the neck to the head; all the 
fingers on that hand were contracted, but 
eſpecially the two ſmalleſt. 1ſt of the 1ſt 
month 1787, took away fix ounces of blood 
from the left arm, and repeated the lotion. 

| 2nd, 
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2nd. Gave Pulv. Dover gj. Tint. Cinn. zij. 
Ag. Pure. 31S. ft. Haut. and at bed-time, 
took the following draught: 


R Vin. Ant. 3j. Ting, Theb. gut. xx. Spts. Nitr. D. 
3j. Ag. Pure. Ziſs, M. ft. Hauſt. 


And uſed the following liniment on the 
arm affected. 8 


R Ol. Amygd. D. 3j. Ext. Saturn zij. Tinf. Theb. 
3 · M. /t. Liniment. 


8th. Ordered Ung. Samb. to anoint her 
arm, which ſhe thought mitigated the pain; 
{he alſo took the following mixture, 


R Spir. Volat. Aromat. 3J- Succ. Limon. zij. Syr. 
de Mecon. 3f,. Tinct. Stom. 3ſo. Vin. An- 
tim. ij. Aq. Pure Za. M. Capiat. Coch. 
ij. ter in Die. 


11th, This mixture was repeated. 


14th ditto. Being three weeks from the 
accident, ſhe complained of a correſponding 
pain in the left arm, anſwering to that of the 


right, and darting pains about her heart. The 
complaint 
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complaint at this time took a favourable 
turn, and in about another week ſhe was 
nearly relieved; of all the pain and in- 
flammation, and moſt of the ſwelling : the 
two ſmalleſt fingers ſtill remained in a ſtate 
of rigid contraction; which was entirely re- 
lieved by the electrical ſhock, frequently re- 
peated; this was at the end of the firſt month, 
and on the firſt of the ſecond, ſhe went to 
work with her needle; after which in the 
night the pain and ſwelling returned with 
conſiderable violence: ſhe applied to me the 
next day, when I again tried the electrical 
| ſhock, and repeated it the following day, but 
without any advantage, and the increaſe of 
pain induced me to leave it off; a bliſter was 
now applied to the wriſt, 


d month gd. one grain of Opium was given 
every night, increaſing it to two grains, which 
did not procure her any reſt, neither did the 
bliſter alleviate her ſufferings. The arm was 
then bathed with Tinct. Theb. et Ext. Saturn. 


p. &. which veſicated the ſurface without al- 
fording relief. 


On 
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On the 8th inſtant had the additional ad- 


vice of a ſurgeon of eminence, which was 


followed without the leaſt ſucceſs; and on 
the 11th, I attended to opium only, which 
| gave in pills, containing one grain 
each. She took two every four hours; 


and in two days increaſed them to three 


every four hours; and on the 14th, 
took four every four hours. She com- 
plained of a ſenſe of tightneſs on her 
cheſt; her pains were now increaſed, and 
diffuſed over the whole frame, but more 
eſpecially on her right ſide. The flexor 
muſcles of the leg now contracted, the maſ- 
ſeter muſcle on that ſide was in confiderable 
pain, with continual ſpaſmodic catchings all 
over the body and extremities ; but moſt of 
all in the right arm, which ſhe moved with 
a ſudden jirk, about forty times in a minute, 
with conſiderable force; had at times a chat- 
tering of the teeth, and for this day or two 
a ſhort hacking cough, which was very fa- 
tiguing. Her pulſe has been about 86 in a 
minute. Sleeps at beſt but about half an 
hour at a time, for about three times in the 
twenty-four hours. To day and yeſterday 
coſtive, and has taken Plv. Jalap. gr. x. in pills; 

| has 
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has little appetite; takes little elſe but beef 
tea and wine whey. Ordered her xxx drops of 
Tinct. Theb. with Ix. of Vin. Antim. every two 
hours, and after. taking it twice, ſlept an 
hour and a half. Dr. Lettſom and Sur. 
geon Cline ſaw her to-day ; no alteration 
propoſed ; but the addition of Vin. Antim, 
as above, to promote perſpiration, which has 


had that effect. 


1 5th. J viſited her to-day with Dr. Lett- | 


ſom ; has had at intervals about three hours 
ſleep. Cough very frequent and trouble- 
ſome; convullive motions much the ſame; 
pain moſt conſiderable in the neck; has had 
no evacuation from the Pil. Jalap. Now or- 
dered her Tinct. Theb. gut. xliij. Vin. Antim. 
gut. Ixxxvj. every three hours , and the pills 
were repeated. Whilſt aſleep, has had convul- 
five motions in her head and arms, which has 
not been before obſerved in her ſleep. In 
the evening continued much the ſame ; has 
had ſome little ſleep at ſhort intervals. 


16th. Pulſe 94. Pains much the ſame. 
Catchings not ſo frequent; had one ſtool at- 


ter the ſpace of three days. Cough much 
as 


Cc 
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x before; has ſlept {ſeveral hours at inter- 
1als through the night. Senſe of tightneſs 
on her cheſt continues. Ordered her clyſters 
of grewel with common falt, and to take 5g 
drops of Laudanum, with 106 of Vin. Antim. 
every three hours. In the evening, Dr. Lett- 
{om ſaw her again, and ordered her a con- 
tnuation of the drops, and a bolus, contain- 
ing Pulo. Cort. Peruv. zi. Tincl. Theb. g. s. ft. 
bolus (iv &0/. took 311. of Lindt. Theb.) and 
in the drops and boluſſes ſhe takes 784 drops 
of Tinct. Theb. in twenty-four hours. She 
was evidently worſe ſoon after he left her; 
before ſhe had taken his medicines ; general 
langour and debility increaſed ; ſpaſms more 
frequent and violent, which rendered it im- 
poſſible to count her pulſe, even in the left 
arm; the right leg much more convulſed 
than the left; has had ſome fleep at inter- 
vals, attended with trembling of the extre- 
mities, or a quick kind of ſpaſmodic action; 
has had one eyacuation ſince the clyſler was 
adminiſtered. | 


17th. Had ſeveral hours ſleep in the 
courſe of the night, and is conſiderably bet- 
ter 


middle, with a white line on each fide ; has 
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ter with reſpect to the general vigour of the 
conſtitution ; cough and tightneſs on the 
cheſt much the ſame, as well as the ſpaſms ; 
complained of great pain in the right fide of 
the neck in the night ; has ſome difficulty in 
ſwallowing, owing to a ſenſe of ſwelling in 
the eſophagus ; no particular rigidity of the 
maſſeter muſcles. An eruption has appeared 
on the face, neck and breaſt. Saw her again 
in the evening, when the ſymptoms were 
much increaſed; great langour and general 
debility ; her cough 108 in a minute ; and 
with every cough her limbs were affected 
with a ſpaſmodic, and very forcible contrac- 
tion. Her tongue dry and brown in the 


had an hour and a quarter of ſleep at one 
time to-day, and ſeveral other ſhort ſleeps 
of a quarter of an hour. Had one ſtool 
from a clyſter, which was given her in the 
morning; difficulty of ſwallowing increaſed 
with a ſenſe of ſoreneſs in the throat. Catch- 
ings more conſiderable in her ſleep than 
heretofore, and the muſcles of the face at 
times convulſed. Added ten drops of Tb. 
incl. and twenty of Vn. Antim. every three 
hours, 
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hours, which makes 864 wa of Tine. The. 
in twenty. ſour n 


18th. Viſited her in the morning; find 
ſhe has had ſeveral hours ſleep during the 
night; not ſo languid and faint as laſt even- 
ing; has had no further evacuations from 
the inteſtines ; ordered the clyſter to be re- 
peated. Her other ſymptoms much the ſame 
as before. Saw her in the evening; has had 
three or four clyſters without any effect. Or- 
dered her 7alap. gr. x. complains of much 
pain on the right leg, and up to her head on 
that ſide ; is more convulſed in her ſleep, 
both in her limbs and the muſcles of her face. 
Increaſed the Tin#. Theb. gut. x. and the 
Vin. Antim. gut. xx. ſhe now takes 944 drops 
of the former in 24 hours, isexceeding languid 
and exhauſted as at the two evenings paſt. 


19th. Laſt night has had four hours ſleep, 
and this morning two hours more ; had one 
thin watery ſtool in conſequence of ſeveral 
clyſters being again repeated, her cough 112 


in a minute. At my evening viſit, found her 


again very languid; ſpaſms ſtill more trouble- 
ſome 
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ſome whilſt aſleep ; has had about thtee 
hours more ſleep ; have increaſed the The, 
to 100 drops every three hours; her boluſles 
repeated. Her intelletts have all along been 


very cleat, and her mind . ſerene and 
reſigned. 


20th. Slept laſt night at intervals, about 
four hours, but little alteration in her ſymp- 
toms; her ſtrength in general diminiſhes; 
repeated the Pil. Jalap. had one conſiderable 
evacuation to- day in conſequence; has ſpit 
up ſome bloody mucus, probably from the 
throat, owing to abraſion of the membrane, 
occaſioned by ſuch continual coughing, 
This evening I repeated her drops and bo- 
luſſes, by the concurrence of Dr. Lettſom, 
who viſited her with me again; and in order 
to be certain of the number of drops which 
{he ſhould take the next twenty-four hours, 
I took the pains myſelf to count them, which, 
with what the boluſſes contained, was eleven 
hundred and ſeventy. 


21ſt. Her langour increaſes ; her catches 
ſeem leſs violent, but not leſs frequent 
than 
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han before; ber -cough changed, and is 


now rather a hacking or ſudden convulſive 
check in her reſpiration, not eaſily deſcribed 
Paſſes her water with great difficulty, and ſays 
ſhe has not ſtrength to force 1t away. Had 
about five hours ſleep in the night. 


22d. Laſt night took much leſs laudanum 
than her uſual quantity, yet ſlept twelve 


hours in the laſt twenty-four. Her little 


ſtrength ſeemed now nearly exhauſted; the 
edugh and ketchings are as frequent as be- 
fore, but more feeble ; ſhe now complains 
much of a pain about the muſcles of the 
jaw, and along the interior part of the 
lower jaw, as well as in her cars. Her throat 
is alſo ſore ; ſhe takes leſs nouriſhment, and 
the ſpaſm in her ſleep more feeble. I now 
leſſened the quantity of the The. from her 
prelent diſpoſition to ſleep. 


23d. She ſleeps much, and now only takes 
70 drops of the Theb. every three, four, or 
hve hours, as her ſleeps admits, appears un- 
expettedly better; her cough quite gone, the 
catchings ſcarcely perceptible, and with much 


leſs 
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leſs pain; her ſpirits revive from a ſtate of 
depreſſion and langour to a conſiderable de. 
gree of cheerfulneſs; her voice, which has 
been kept ſo low, as only to whiſper, has be- 
come quite clear and ſhrill as in health; ſhe 
took an inclination to drink ſome porter, 
which appeared to be of ſervice to her. 


1 24th. Did not ſee her till evening, found 
her ſtill more recovered, and as great a cheer- 


fulneſs as in health; ſhe was ſcooping out a 


raw apple with her injured hand, and eating 


it without the leaſt apparent difficulty, com- 


. Plains of leſs pain than yeſterday, and deſired 
to omit the opiates to night, which J agreed to. 


2 25th. Slept tolerably laſt night, not quite 
ſo well as when ſhe took the opiates; and 
lays, ſhe is not ſo free from pain, in her 
right leg and arm; ſtill continues cheerful, 
and was able to ſet up to drink tea. 


-- 26th. Much the ſame as yeſterday, except 
a a diarrhza, for which I gave her Pulv. Rhei. 
gr. x. Tet. Oftroor. pp. 313. Tine. Theb. gut. XX. 
in ch. iv. div. capt. j. ſexta quaqua hora. 
| 27th. 


— 
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27th. Remains cheerfi ul; her diarrhza is 


relieved with one of the powders, though it. 
made her ſick, and diſturbed her reſt during 


part of the might, 


28th. Pretty free from pain, her chief 
complaint is weakneſs, eſpecially, on the 
injured fide, and in the abdominal viſce- 
ra; but concludes to be removed into the 


country to-morrow. 


— IIa rm —o——_—_ 


In this caſe we have not only an inſtance 
of the prodigious violence inflicted upon 
the conſtitution by this peculiar mode of 
wounding the nerves, which few ſurgeons 
are ſtrangers. to; but there vas the greateſt 
probable ground to expect, that dreadſul and 
too common diſeaſe, called the locked jaw; 
we have alſo as great reaſon to believe it 
_ Was happily averted by the liberal uſe of 
opiates combined with antimonials. 
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ARTICLE XXXIV. 


Oger biin, on the Effefts of Emetic Tartar, 
by external Abſorption ; in a Letter to ]. C. 
LzrrSsou, M. D. Sc. by John SER“ 


WEN, Surgeon, and C. M. S. 
Read Nov. 19, 1787. 


O* the 18th of October, 1785, at ten 
o'clock at night, I rubbed into the 
palms of my hands, with the aſſiſtance of a 
few drops of water, five grains of emetic 
tartar. I was at that time 1n perfect health. 
The firſt ſenſible effect was a conſiderable 
glow of heat upon the parts. In half an 
hour, as uſual, I dropt aſleep, and reſted 
well till four in the morning, when I awoke 
contrary to my uſual cuſtom, and was ſenſible 
of a very ſlight nauſea, ſo ſlight that it might 
perhaps be only fancy. My ſkin burnt a 
little, and I was rather unealy ; but in leſs 
than an hour after, I began to perſpire, and 
continued doing ſo in a pleaſant manner, 
till my uſual hour of riſing; at which time 


the 
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the perſpiration encreaſing, I continued in 
bed till after ſeven; and am convinced that 
had I been able to continue longer in bed, 


I might have induced a copious ſweaghy the 


uſe of warm diluting drinks. Upon Filing, 
and wiping off the perſpiration with a dry 
cloth, I found no inconvenience except {ome 
little difinclination to breakfaſt. 


As the emetic tartar, in the form of a 
powder, though afliſted with moiſture, did 
not ſeem to rub 1n pleaſantly, I varied the 
form, by diſſolving one dram in two ounces 
of water, which produced a ſaturated ſolu- 
tion, part of the emetic tartar remaining un- 
diſſolved at the bottom of the phial. At ten 
oclock at night, I again rubbed into my 
hands and wriſts eighty large drops of this 
ſolution, containing, as nearly as I could 
judge, nine grains of emetic tartar. The 
ſame quantity was at the ſame time uſed by 
two young men in my family, who did not 
know that it was a ſolution of emetic tartar, 
as I wiſhed to hear their account in the 


morning, uninfluenced by fancy. 


Cc 2 I awoke 
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I awoke at four o'clock as before, hot and 
rather uneaſy ; my pulſe quickened as if 1 
had drank wine. I felt ſome ſlight nauſea, 
and riſtaltic motion. In about an hour 
the {Rin began as before to moiſten, and at 
ſix o'clock perſpiration came on. At this 
time I arole, and in the courſe of two hours 
found it act twice as a gentle laxative. 


Both my coadjutors felt the burning ſen- 
ſations in the palms of their hands, and were 
both ſweated in the night. One was fick the 
next forenoon ; the other ſlightly ſick, and 
had a briſk evacuation by ſtool, and was 
cured of a cold which he had upon him at 

the time he went to bed. 


For two or three days after this experi- 
ment, I was ſenſible of an encreaſed flow of 
urine, and ſome little tendency to looſenels, 
a thing very unuſual to me. 


I prevailed upon a lady of a very delicate 
nervous habit, who had a ſlight cold and in- 
flammation 1n the tonſils, to try the ſame re- 
medy, viz. Five grains of emetic tartar, rub- 


bed. 
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bed in with the aſſiſtance of a few drops 


of water. She ſlept as uſual; felt a burning 
ſenſation in the palms of her hands, and once 
or twice in the night awoke with nauſea, but 
no perſpiration. The ſame lady repeated the 
doſe in ſolution, to the quantity ofſeven grains. 
She experienced ſome light perſpiration and 
nauſea, In the morning it had the effect 
of an eaſy doſe of phylic ; and throughout 
the following day ſhe was ſenſible that her 
whole ſyſtem was acted upon by the medi- 
cine. Its moſt ſenſible effect was à conſider- 
able encreaſe in the flow of urine ; and two 
or three days after ſhe obſerved a raſh, with 
conſiderable itching all over her ſkin, which 
did not ſubſide in leſs than two days more. 


A woman aged fifty, had long complained 
of pain in her ſide, loſs of appetite, and chro- 
nic weakneſs, which ſhe attributed to a fall 
that ſhe met with ſix months before. At 
other times ſhe aſcribed her diſorder as wo- 
men at that period do almoſt every diſorder, 


to the menſes flying about her. It is molt - 


probable, however, that her illneſs was in a 


great meaſure owing to the drying up of 
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an ulcerous inflammation in her leg, which 
had for ſome years been attended with con- 
ſiderable diſcharge, and which had entirely 
cealed upon the application of a white 
powder given by a neighbour. 


I prevailed upon this perſon to rub ſeven 
grains of emetic tartar, with a few drops of 
water into her fide, and the region of the 
ſtomach, where her pain was chiefly felt. 
She rubbed it in freely with her own hand. 
After uſing three or four doſes, I aſked her 
what effect ſhe had obſerved ? She ſaid, that 
it ſearched her all over; that ſhe ſweated ſo 


profuſely, her ſhift and the ſheets might 
have been wrung ; that ſhe was ſick, but did 
not retch. I have the pleaſure to add, that 
ſince the uſe of the above remedy, her leg 
began again to diſcharge freely, and ſhe felt 
herſelf ſo much relieved, that ſhe deſired to 
have a continuance of the ſame medicine, 
and is now rubbing in ten grains every other 
night ; and obtained a perfett cure from her 
complaints, which had been very obſtinate ; 
her complaints however at laſt put on an in- 
termittent appearance, when bark produced 

a happy effect. 
| This 
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This will be conſidered as ſufficient evi- 
dence, that large quantities of emetic tartar 
may thus be introduced into the conſtitution 
with very little inconvenience. Can it be 
doubted then, that this mode of adminiſtring 
antimonials muſt be infinitely preferable to 
ſwallowing, when we wiſh them to act on the 
general ſyſtem as alteratives. If a putrid, 
or a bilious colluvies, is to be evacuated from 
the ſtomach or inteſtines, a proper doſe by 
the mouth will always be preferred. How 
many patients labouring under ſcorbutic, 
herpetic, and leprous eruptions, have per- 
ſevered in the uſe of antimonial wine for 


months, perhaps years, with little or no be- 
nefit ! If antimonials are uſeful in theſe, or 


in any other chronic affections, let them in 
future be adminiſtered in the manner here 
propoſed ; for thus the juices of the human 
machine may be ſafely ſaturated with anti- 
mony in its moſt active form; and a pro- 
portion of this valuable medicine may thus 
pals through the ſyſtem in one week, with- 
out exciting irritation in the ſtomach, greater 
than in twelve months, by the uſual mode of 


adminiſtring it. 
It 
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It. may be proper to caution the patient 
againſt the ule of actds, at the time of going 
through a courle of this medicine. I have 
reaſon to think that I was myſelf injured by 
inattention in this reſpect. I have already 
ſaid, that for three days after the external 
application of the ſolution of emetic tartar, I 
felt an increaſe both of the urinary and in- 
teſtinal diſcharges, from which I concluded, 
that I was ſtill under the influence of the an- 
timonial particles floating in my ſyſtem. At 
this time I rubbed a tew grains of emetic 
tartar, with my own hands, into the ſkin of 
a patient afflicted with a dyſenteric fever of 
a very malignant kind, which had evidently 
been acquired by infection, and from which 
I could trace the progreſs of infection to 
two other patients, who with ſome difficulty 
recovered, 


I waſhed my hands carefully immediately 
after, and thought no more of what I had 
done. The next day I eat a ſmall bunch of 
grapes; on the following day another; and 
in the afternoon, having occaſion to go 


through a field of excellent turnips, of which 
f I am 
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lam remarkably fond, I was tempted to in- 
dulge my palate. In the night I was ſeized 
(ſoon after having been called up in the 
courſe of my profeſſion) with violent tormi- 
na, and almoſt inceſſant inclination to go to 
ſtool, with little or no evacuation. Often, 
after ſtraining ten minutes, not more than 
a few drops of mucus, {lightly tinged with 
blood, would appear. In the morning I 
took infuſion and tincture of ſenna, with ſo- 
luble tartar, and diluted moſt copiouſly with 
water gruel and mutton broth, with a view 
to increaſe the quantity of the diſcharge, but 
with little effect, as the fluids which I drank 
in ſuch quantities, quickly paſſed off by the 
kidnies, without walking the ſmall inteſtines. 
The teneſmus continued with racking pain 


all day. At night I was quieted by the uſe: 


of a teſtaceous mixture, with plenty of gum 
arabic, without having recourle to lauda- 


num. By the uſe of the teſtaceous mixture, 
I got perfectly well in a few days, and ge- 
nerally found immediate relief, as ſoon as 
the teſtaceous mixture reached my ſtomach, 
though the ſeat of my pain was low down 1n 


the inteſtinal canal. a 
2 Unable 


394 MEMOIRS of the 


Unable myſelf to determine, whether this 
complaint was excited by the abſorption of 
emetic tartar*, or by infection, I leave the in- 
telligent reader to his own reflections. The 
conſequence, however, was ſuch upon my 
health, that I could not help conſidering it 
as ſtumbling at the very threſhold ; as it put 
a ſtop for ſeveral days to this career roof ex· 
periments. 

—. V 
erl. 


Ogſervations on the Effefts of Arſenic, by exter. 
nal Abſorption, y JOHN SHER WEN, Surgeon, 
and C. M. S. Communicated by J. C. LeTT- 
sou, M. D. Sc. 


Read December 3, 1787. 


He G ſo recently ſmarted, the reader 
may perhaps be ſurpriſed to find the 


next ſubject of experimental enquiry to be 


* I have, however, very little doubt, but the complaint 
was owing to the emetic tartar, as there was not ſufficient 
length of time for infection to have taken place, and the 
relief from the teſtaceous powder was ſuch as might be 
expected from the chemical properties of the ſtimulant, 


and its affinity to the teſtaceous powder. 
arſenic. 
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arſenic. I have long been anxious to hit 
upon ſome lenient mode of adminiſtring this 
owerful mineral, ſince the moſt valuable 


remedies have been diſcovered in the claſs of 


* 


poiſons. 


Monſieur Le Febure of Paris, hath al- 
ready publiſhed a work, in which arſenic is 
recommended for the radical cure of can- 


cers. His mode of adminiſtring it, is ſimilar 
to that in which corroſive ſublimate hath 


long been given in this country in the lues 
venerea ; but as the practice does not appear 
to have been adopted with us, nor do we 
find that it has made any great progreſs in 
France, it is reaſonable to conclude, that it 
is either leſs efficacious than Monſieur Le 
Febure aſſerts, or the idea of its poiſonous 
property ſtill operates ſo. very powerfully 
on the minds of practitioners, as to ſtand in 
the way of proper and repeated trials. 


Reſlecting on this ſubject, it occurred to 


me, that as arſenic is but little ſoluble in 


water, it would be neceſſary to procure a 
more 
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more ſoluble preparation, in order to inſti. 
tute fair and judicious trials. 


I flatter myſelf I have been fortunate in 
my endeavours to procure ſuch a prepa. 
ration, which, deteſting every idea of a nol. 
trum, I here publiſh, in hopes that ſome of 
my ingenious readers may aſſiſt me in per. 
fecting and rendering uſeful to mankind. 


Arſenicum ſolubile vel tartariſatum. 


R. Arſenici albi, p. 
Chryſtallorum Tartari ſingulorum, Jij. 
Aque pure T6}. 


Coque per horam dimidiam ; deinde cola per 
chartam, et rite evaporatum ſepone quo chry/talli 
formentur. 


It will immediately occur to the intelligent 
chemiſt, that this is a preparation formed on 
the plan of the emetic tartar of the London 
Diſpenſatory ; which, after various trials, 1 
conceive to be the beſt. It gave me pleaſure 
to obſerve that I could thus, with little 

trouble, 
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trouble, produce an arſenical tartar ſoluble 


in water of a beautiful appearance. 


On the 27th of October, I made the firſt 
trial of this medicine upon myſelf, a duty 
which I think incumbent on every man who 
wiſhes to ſtrike out new diſcoveries in me- 
dicine, and more eſpecially when he at- 
tempts the uſe of dangerous drugs. At ten 
o clock at night, I rubbed one grain very 
eaſily into the palms of my hands. I ſlept 
well as uſual, and in the morning thought 
I could obſerve a very ſenſible encreaſe in 
the flow of urine, but no other effect. I re- 
peated the experiment the next night, in 
conjunction with Mr. Thomas Ives and Mr. 
Henry Boutoflwer, two young gentlemen 
under my care. We all experienced the 
ſame effect, viz. ſome increaſe in the flow of 
urine, but nothing elſe remarkable. 


On the 2Qth we repeated the experiment, 
with two grains each, The encreaſed ſecre- 
tion of urine was remarkable in us all, and 
I was myſelf ſenſible of ſome degree of nau- 


ſea in the morning; hence it is evident, 
that 
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that the medicine acted upon the general 
ſyſtem. | 


On the goth at night, I was determined to 
try the fame medicine inwardly, according to 
the following preſcription. 


R. Tart. Arſenic. gr. j. 
Sacchar. alb. p. Iſd- 


Accurate miſceantur, et in partes xvi. equales diri- 
dentur. 


The ſmallneſs of the doſe may perhaps 
wear the appearance of timidity; but in a 
buſineſs of this kind, it is impoſſible to act 
with too much caution, eſpecially as the 
quantity can be encreaſed at pleaſure. It was 
ſwallowed undiluted, and excited ſome un- 
eaſy ſenſations in the œſophagus, not unlike 
the heart- burn; and ſmall as the doſe was, I 
could perceive its effects as a very powerful 
diuretic. The next day it was repeated by 
my two aſſiſtants and my coachman, and we 
all experienced its effects as a diuretic. 


November 
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November 29th, at ten o'clock at night, I 
ſvallowed half a grain, diſſolved in half an 
ounce of water, I was here however de- 
ſerted by my fellow labourers ; and from 
ſome particular hurry the next day, I either 
negletted to make a minute of the effect, or 
my paper has been miſlaid; and from that 
time till now, other ſubjects having engaged 
my attention, I have never repeated the ex- 
periment. I truſt, however, that what I 
have already offered, will mduce ſome other 
perſons to proſecute the enquiry. 


Arſenic is evidently the baſis of every ce- 
lebrated empirical remedy for cancer ; hap- 
py will it be for mankind, if it ſhould be 
diſcovered really to poſſeſs a ſpecific power 
over this tremendous infection, which, like 
the venereal virus, I am perſuaded and truſt 
I ſhall hereafter be able to prove, gets ad- 
miſſion into the human ſyſtem by external 
abſorption : ſhould it fail however in this 
moſt deſirable end, I ſhall ſtill think myſelf 
happy, if in my ſearch after a remedy for 
cancer, I ſhall have ſtumbled upon an effi- 


cacious one for droply. 
The 
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The few experiments here recorded, proye 
it to be poſſeſſed of great powers as a diure- 
tic, independent of that further power which 
it is well known to poſleſs, of exciting the 
molt heartfelt ſickneſs and nauſea, on which 
I believe often depends the efficacy of various 
emetics and hydragogue cathartics, in exciting 
the action of the abſorbent veſſels. During 
exceſſive ſickneſs, the whole frame is ſtrange. 
ly thrown into agitation ; the remoteſt parts 
of the ſyſtem ſympathize with the ſuffering | 
ſtimulated ſtomach, ſo that we need not be | 
ſurpriſed to hear that excellent obſerver of 
nature, Sydenham, exclaim, © that there 
muſt be ſome ſecret paſſages through which 
the waters are carried from the cavity of the 
belly to the inteſtines; for we daily ob- 
ſerve,” ſays he, © that hydragogues evacuate 
ſuch a great quantity of water from the belly 
by ſtool, as if it were contained 1n the very 
inteſtines *.“ And in another place, ſpeak- 
ing more particularly of the attion of eme- 
tics, he has theſe words, © Whatever theſe 
paſſages are, through which the water paſles 


* Vide p. 190. 


from 
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from the cavity of the belly to the inteſtines, 
am certain that vomiting provoked by the 
ſaid emetic; viz. the infuſion of crocus me: 


tallorum, does powerfully evacuate the ſame; 


and not only downward by ſtool, but alſo 
upward, through the ſtomach and mouth, 
in the act of vomiting ; for after vomiting 
twice or thrice, the waters do not ſeem to 
be drawn ſo much by the ſecretery force of 
the medicine, as to run with a full ſtream, 
the ſtoppages being broken and opened; 
which appears plain enough, by the frequent 


impetuous irruption of them betwixt the 
ſpaces or. intervals of vomiting.” | 


Sydenham, though a ſtranger to the true 


nature of the abſorbent ſyſtem, yet as an ex- 


perienced practitioner perhaps knew better 
how to excite the action of that ſyſtem, than 
all the gentlemen who have written on the 
ſubject. _ Perhaps in proportion as we have 


encreaſed in our knowledge of the phyſiology 


of the abſorbents, we have fallen off in our 
practical ſkill in the cure of dropſy. 


nm With 


Ul 
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With what conhdence does Lifter pre- 
ſcribe the Succus Ebuli in the cure of drop. 
ſies; a remedy which modern practice is al. 
moſt an entire ſtranger to. 


I hope che reader will pardon my intro- 

ducing the following caſe here, which ſhews 
the extraordinary pqwer of a briſk emetic 
in reducing a dropſy, and certainly not in. 
applicable to the preſent ſubject, 


William Davis, who had laſt year been re- 
lieved, but not effectually cured of a dropſy 
in the London Hoſpital, applied to me on 
the 14th of March, 1787. His legs, thighs, 
belly and face were very tumid, and the 
' ſcrotum was nearly as large as his head. I 
determined the next day to make two deep 
inciſions into the ſcrotum, but firſt reſolved 
to try the effect of a ſmart emetic. I pre- 
{ſcribed five grains of emetic tartar, rubbed 
up with ſugar, which acted agreeable to my 
warmeſt deſire. When I ſaw him the next 
day, I could ſcarcely believe. the evidence of 
my own eyes. The reader will eaſily judge 
of the aſtoniſhing effect, when he is informed 
; that 
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that the ſcrotum was corrugated almoſt to 
its natural appearance. I followed up the 
cure with large doſes of cream of tartar, 
which had alſo a happy effect; for in a few 
days his legs and thighs only ſhewed marks 
of dropſy; but on the 27th of the ſame 
month, I had reaſon to apprehend I ſhould 
yet loſe my patient, for he was now ſeized 
with a new complaint, viz. intenſe pain in 
the head, with inability to bear the light ; a 
burning ſkin, and an eye and countenance 


which indicated the preſence of a degree of 


inflammation, which till then I thought in- 
compatible with dropſy. I bled him to the 
amount at leaſt of ſixteen ounces, which al- 
moſt immediately enabled him to bear the 
light of the window. 


This diſorder ſoon ſhewed itſelf to be a 
very formidable intermittent, complicated 
during the paroxiſm with delirium, and ſo 
ſtrong an inflammatory diatheſis, as to forbid 
the uſe of bark ; which indeed I was not 
very ſolicitous to uſe, as I conceived that 
this new diſeaſe might effect a perfect cure 


of the former. I ſuffered the diſorder to 
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run on till the 4th of April, when I truſted 
that the inflammatory diſpoſition was ſo far 
quelled, that I might ſafely uſe the bark. 
Such was his ſituation at that time, it was 
difficult to form an opinion, whether it was 
ſafer to adminiſter or poſtpone the uſe of 
bark. The preſſing ſymptom, however, being 
a regular return of paroxiſm, I ventured up- 
on a free uſe of the red bark, by which it was 
immediately checked; but the pain in the 

head continued great. | 


On the 6th, I applied a large bliſter to the 


nape of the neck. 


On the 15th, I found it neceſſary again to 
have recourſe to the bark, and to introduce 
a large and deep ſeton into the nape of his 
neck. From that time to the preſent, he has 
continued regularly to recover; and has at 
this moment {ome ſymptoms only of dropſy in 
his legs. His appetite. and countenance are 
good “. He is a young man in the prime 


If the dropſy, however, aroſe from a rupture of Iym- 
phatics, there will be reaſon to apprehend a return of 
it again. 


of 
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of life ; only thirty-ſix years of age, and na- 
turally of a robuſt conſtitution. His diſorder 
came. upon him laſt ſummer, after violent 
exerciſe, in a very hot day. In about the 
ſpace of two hours and a half, he informs 
me that he unloaded two waggons, contain- 
ing ſixty-five quarters of oats, He carried 
them all up a pair of ſtairs, and ſome of them 
into the garrets, in ſacks containing ſix buſh- 
els each. He drank a good deal of cold 
| {mall beer at the time, and took to his bed 
the next day. From that time he gradually 
fell into a bad ſtate of health. About a 
fortnight after, I ſaw him with ſwelled legs, 
and other ſymptoms of dropſy. Soon after, 
he went into the London Hoſpital, from 


whence he returned much relieved, but gra- 


dually fell again into the ſame ſituation in 
which I found him at the commencement of 
this account, 


But, to return to the ſubject of my paper, 
ſhould any of my readers be ſtruck with the 
importance of this enquiry, I would wiſh to 
encourage him by obſerving, that there once 


was a time when practitioners would have 
Dd 3 dreaded 
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dreaded the internal uſe of mercury, anti- 
mony, and perhaps hemlock, as much as we 
do at this day the internal adminiſtration of 
arſenic. 


1. — 
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Hints on the Management of Women in certain 
Caſes of Pregnancy, by Mr. JAMES Lucas, 
one of the Surgeons of the General Infirmary 

al Leeds. Communicated by J. C.LETTSOM, 
M. D. Se. | 


Read September 8, 1788. 


| enger G that the following hints 

1 may not be foreign to the deſign of 
your publication, I take the liberty of ſub- 
mitting them to your conſideration, in hopes 
that they may prove as beneficial to others, 
as I have found them uſeful m my own prac- 
tice. 


In conſequence of my relating to the late 
Dr. Fothergill, the utility of abſtinence in 
| | facilitating 
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facilitating difficult Jabours, I was favoured 


with an account of his ſucceſs in preventing 


abortion, even in very delicate women, by 


preſcribing a ſparing diet about the ſame 


period of pregnancy, at which they had for- 
merly miſcarried. | 


Although in moſt ſyſtematic writers on 
midwifry, the ſubject of abortion, when im- 
mediately threatened, is fully diſcuſſed ; yet 
few obſervations are to be met with, reſpect- 
ing its prevention in future geſtations. 
Thoſe who are ſubject to miſcarriage are 
often unhealthy, and of delicate habits. As 
the occaſional cauſes of abortion are ſeldom 
ſuddenly ſucceeded by the ſymptoms which 
immediately produce it, the preventive means 
are generally applied too late to be of ma- 
terial advantage. After a woman has been 
| ſubje& to miſcarriage, unleſs when it has 
nappened from an external injury, there 
ſeems to be a peculiar diſpoſition to it about 
the ſame period of the next pregnancy ; and 
even from ſuch ſlight cauſes, that I have 
known it appear to be produced from a fit of 


aughter; while on the contrary, thoſe who 
have 
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have never miſcarried are ſo little liable to 
abortion, that attempts to procure it haye 
oxen rather endangered the life of the mo- 
ther, than accompliſhed the baneful deſign. 


Some years ago I was called to a patient, 
who had taken about a drachm of powdered 
cantharides, which brought on frequent 
vomiting, violent ſpurious pains, a teneſmus, 
and immoderate diureſis, ſucceeded by an 
acute fever, which reduced her to extreme 
weakneſs; yet no ſigns of miſcarriage ap- 
peared, and about five months after, the 
woman was delivered of a healthy child. 


Accidents, or an acute diſeaſe, may be pro- 
ductive of abortion at any period of geſta- 
tion ; but-1t uſually occurs about the third 
or the ſeventh month, and- its prevention 
will be found more eaſy in the former, than 
the latter ſtage. A ſtrict attention to the 
time at which the miſcarriage happened be- 
fore, is neceſſary. By dating the commence- 
ment of pregnancy near a fortnight after the 
laſt menſtruation, the third month may be 

nearly aſcertained; and by obſerving the 
| tune 
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time of quickening, the ſeventh month may | 


alſo be ſufficiently known.. If women would 
he thus exact in their calculation, as to the 
time when parturition might be expetted, it 
would ſave themſelves as well as their at- 
tendants much trouble; and it would rarely 
happen that the time could be miſtaken more 


than a fortnight, 


The preventive means, to which I would 


wiſh to ſolicit the attention of practitioners 


in midwifry, conſiſt in ſtrengthening the 
habit previous to a ſubſequent pregnancy ; 
in taking away a few ounces of blood a week 
or two before that period of geſtation, at 
which the laſt miſcarriage had happened ; 
in adviſing a more abſtemious or leſs nutri- 
tive diet; in prohibiting the uſe of fermented 
liquors, or of any ſevere exerciſe, eſpecially 
ſuch as may effect the parts more immediate- 
ly concerned, 


The following caſe may tend to illuſtrate 


the practice: 
In 
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In 1784, I was conlulted for a patient 
about thirty years of age, who had, in the 
ſpace of four years, miſcarried as many times, 
although ſhe had before been the mother of 
two healthy children. Her conſtitution was 
ſo delicate, that her friends thought her con- 
ſumptive. By the uſe of tonics, Buxton 
waters, and exerciſe on horſeback, her health 
was much amended. 


The latter end of December, 1785, ſhe be- 
gan to have ſuch complaints as frequently 
attend the early part of pregnancy. The 
catemenia had ceaſed the ad of November. 
January the 21ſt, ſuppoſed to be prior to the 
period at which ſhe had before miſcarried, I 
took three or four ounces of blood, and re- 
commended a more ſparing diet, particular- 
ly m regard to animal food, and fermented 
liquors. Having ſtrictly purſued this plan 
for a fortnight, ſhe was adviſed to return gra- 
dually to her accuſtomed mode of living. 
Although ſhe had before miſcarried about the 
third month, ſhe now paſſed that time with- 


out having any menacing ſymptoms. On the 
28th 


N | 
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28th of March, the motion of the fœtus was 
firſt perceived. Previous to the ſeventh 
month, her habit was ſo much reduced by 
the treatment requiſite for an inflammatory 
fever that attacked her about that time, as 
to obviate the neceſſity of repeating the ab- 
ſtemious plan; and which was alſo leſs in- 
dicated from her never having miſcarried in 
the latter ſtage of geſtation. 


After having completed the full time of 


pregnancy, with fewer complaints than uſual, 
on the 17th of Auguſt ſhe was delivered of a 
healthy child, to which ſhe gave ſuck, and 
has ſince enjoyed a good ſtate of health. Such 
treatment is chiefly adapted to prevent abor- 
tion about the third month ; and no great 
expectation can be had from it in the latter 
ſtage, eſpecially if the placenta is attached 
to the os tincæ, and proves the cauſe of ute- 
rne hæmorrhage. It has failed even in a 
lew caſes of early miſcarriage, but it has 
more frequently been found beneficial. I 
have ſometimes omitted a recommendation 
of it, where future experience has convinced 


me of its utility. It is requiſite but for a 
ſhort 
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ſhort time, may eaſily be varied, and has been 
found to relieve complaints of the ſtomach 
often attendant on ſuch fituations ; nor does 
it in any reſpect interfere with the ule of cold 
bathing, or other corroborants during the 
remaining part of geſtation. 


hk een = CEE — 
> * 
* 


Tux reluctance which every practitioner 
muſt experience, who is under the neceſſity 
of having recourſe to embryotomy, induced 
me to reflect upon the moſt probable means 
of preventing, as far as poſſible, the exigency 
of this operation. 


Stout healthy women, and ſuch as are ac- 
cuſtomed to indulgences in diet; have been 
obſerved to have large children, and vice 
verſa. A country practitioner, in a let- 
ter to Dr. Smellie, obſerves , © I was called 
to a woman in labour, who had been ex- 
tremely hearty during pregnancy, and was 


* Vol, iii. p. 55. 


uncommonly 


ch 


Id 
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uncommonly big. The child weighed fix- 
teen pounds. 2 


An unexpected and happy event has often 
been the reſult of waiting for the efforts of 
nature in tedious labours, eſpecially where 
the fetus has not proved of an uncommon 
fze, and where the bones of the head have 
been pliable. Pregnant women frequently 
retan but little nouriſhment for ſome 
months, without any pernicious effects; and 
a change from a full to a ſparing diet, ac- 
companied with an increale of exercile, has 
been found to reduce corpulency, as well as 
to aſſiſt the cure of many obſtinate diſeaſes. 


Theſe obſervations ſuggeſted to me, that 
by an abſtemious diet followed by the mo- 
ther, the growth of the foetus might be ſome- 
what reſtrained, and the bones of its head 
be found more yielding, without its proving 
injurious either to the health of the mother 
or child. 


Some years ſince I began to preſcribe a re- 


gimen to ſuch, in whom the pelvis was ſo 
contracted 
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contracted as already to have required em. 

bryotomy ; and it afterwards occurred to me, 

that a ſimilar plan might be ſtill more bene. 

ficial to thoſe in whom the difficulty of la. 

bour depended on the uncommon ſize of the 

foetus ; as well as to thoſe who became preg- 

nant at a more advanced age than uſual, 

Yet difference of habit, and the nature of the 

caſe may require ſome variation in the mode 

propoſed, and which muſt be left to the dil 

eretion of the practitioner. The treatment 

which I have adviſed is, that of temperance 

in diet, a diminution of the uſual quantity, or 

change in the quality of the food ; an increaſe 

of exerciſe, the occaſional loſs of a few ounces 

of blood, and the moderate uſe of cooling 
aperients. This regimen has been more 
ſtrictly enjoined in the laſt months of preg- 
nancy, from a perſuaſion that an obſervance 
of it in the former months would avail little, 
if neglected in the latter. I have generally 
found the practice ſucceſsful, in proportion 
as it has been regularly purſued ; and 1t has 
been remarked by the attendants, that the in- 
fant was leſs than uſual. 


Where 
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Where the ſize of the foetus alone may be 


© WY fippoſed to create the difficulty, purſuing the 
* plan for a month or two before parturition, 
4 may be ſufficient; but when the pelvis is dif- 
e WJ torted, the rules ſhould be early commenced 
ö and adhered to with the ſtricteſt attention. 
ha caſe where in conſultation it had twice 
been judged neceſſary, from the curvature in 
2 the pelvis, to have recourſe to embryotomy, 


8 by ſuch treatment the woman's next labour 
was remarkably leſs tedious, and the child 
was delivered without difficulty. One who 
had had un commonly ſevere and lingering la- 
bours, had aſterwards a mucheaſier and quick- 
er one, from the child proving of a ſmaller 
ſize; and another who had been delivered 
of two very large children, the firſt ſtillborn, 
and the other for ſome time apparently with- 
out life, has ſince had leſs and more hve- 
ly children, without any hindrance ariſing 
in theſe caſes from the preſentation. This 
method has diſappointed me in one or two 
inſtances only ; and even in theſe I am not 
perfectly ſatisfied, that the regimen was 
ſtrictly adhered to: but in no caſe whatever 
have I found it in any reſpe& prejudicial. 
| When 
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When patients have chearfully conformed 
to the rules, it has not been unuſual for them 
to remark the additional advantages. One 
who had been in former lyings-in, ſubje& to 
an inflammatory fever, imputed her eſcape 
from it, to the abſtemious mode of living ſhe 
had ſo attentively obſerved. 


As the diſtortion of the pelvis 1s rarely 
marked by any outward ſymptoms, or an im- 
moderate ſize of the fœtus, in the firſt in- 
ſtance ſuſpected, we can ſeldom have it in 
our power to direct ſuch treatment, until 
the neceſſity of it has been pointed out by 
former ſufferings; yet when pregnant women 
indulge themſelves in eating to exceſs, and 
at the ſame time uſe little exerciſe, we may 
with propriety adviſe a different conduct. 
There can be little expectation of ſucceſs, 
where the bones of the pelvis are ſo diſtorted, 
that the Cæſarian operation is likely to prove 
the only reſource; but in ſuch deplorable 
caſes, what is propoſed by Dr. Cooper, in the 
London Medical Obſervations “, ſeems war- 
ranted. | 

* Vol, iv. p. 271. 


Women 


. 


5 Women who have been confined to a 


ſitting poſture, by the nature of their OCCU- 
pation ; or who have been weakened by 


rheumatiſm, or any other chronic diſeaſe, 


are liable to contract gradually a curvature 
in the pelvis, and this where no ſuch mal- 
conformation before exiſted ; and when they 
have already had natural and common la- 
bours. 


Some ſuch unfortunate caſes have fallen 
to my lot, where delivery could not be ef- 


fected without operative means; the ma- 
jority of ſuch caſes have been the wives of 


manufacturers, and conſultations were pre- 
viouſly obtained. It would be well if this 
unhappy change in the pelvis could be either 
prevented, or early diſcovered, its cauſe in- 
veſtigated, and a ſtop put to its progreſs. 


Although the ſubjects who may require 
ſuch regimen, are generally of an inferior 
rank in life, yet they have an equal claim to 
our compaſſion; and ſuch means may hap- 
pen to preſerve the offspring of nobler 
blood. 
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ART ICL E XXXVII*, 


Some Remarks on the Influenza that appeared in 
Spring 1782, in a Letter to Dr. LtTTSOM, 
by R. HAMILTON, M. D. of the Royal Col. 
lege of Phyſicians, London, Member of the 
Medical and Philoſophical Societies of Edin- 
burgh, and of the Medical Society of London. 


Read November 27, 1787- 


SIX, 


T your deſire I fit down to inform you 
A of the reſult of my practice, and the 
few obſervations I made on the influenza of 


* Although this, and the following Article, have lain 
ſome years with the Medical Society, the want of oppor- 
tunity having hitherto prevented their publication ; yet 
the ſubject on which they treat is no leſs intereſting to 
poſterity, than if they had been printed much earlier ; and 
appearances of a catarrhal affeftion reſembling the influ- 
enza, on which they treat, having recently occurred, the 
preſent time was deemed eligible, more eſpecially as no 
late miſcellaneous publication contains a complete account 


of the diſeaſe. 
1782. 
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1782. Though I know it can add little to 
chat you are already in poſſeſſion of, yet the 
defire I feel for the encouragement of every 
ſcheme which tends to the improvement of 
that ſcience, mto the principles of which I 
have been initiated, induces me the more 
readily to add my mite. 1 


From the iſt of January this year, till 
about the end of May, throughout moſt 
places in the kingdom, the weather was un- 
commonly unfavourable. Snow, froſt, rain, 
wind, lightning, and thunder to a great de- 
gree, by turns conſtituted the weather in the 
neighbourhood where I remained. 


The ſpring was conſequently cold, and the 
tillage of the land was retarded by the almoſt 
conſtant rains that about this time marked 


the ſeaſon. 


With regard to the time of its firſt appear- 
ance in the places where I then practiſed, as 
far as I could learn, it was in the firſt week in 
May. Dr. Grant dates its commencement 
in the ſuburbs of London, ſo early as March. 

E e 2 For 
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For ſome time at leaſt before it appeared at 
St. Alban's, which is only 21 miles from 
London, our accounts from the capital told 
us of its commencement there. By the mid- 
dle of April the Dr. ſays, it had ſpread itſelf 
all over London *. Others however, deny 
it to be in London till May, and ſay that it 
raged moſt about the 20th of this month. 


St. Albans and Luton are only 10 miles 
diſtant. It appeared ſeveral days ſooner in 
the former than the latter. Luton does not 
lie on the great road from London, therefore 
the communication with it 1s leſs. 


My practice took in the compals of ſeveral 
_ villages, viz. Colney, St. Albans, Redburn, 
Market - Street, Harpenden, Saundrige, 
Wheathamſtead, Hatheld, and Bell-Barr. 
By this means it lay in a large ſcope of coun- 

try, many miles in circumference. This at- 
| forded me ſome opportunities of remarking 
the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and ſymptoms 
with which it was attended. 


* Vide Grant on Influenza. 


Between 
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Between St. Albans and Redburn it is on- 
ly four miles and a half; yet it was later by 
ſome days of appearing here than in the 
other, as far as I was able to learn. 


Market-Street is about four miles north- 
weſt of Redburn. Here likewiſe it was later 
of appearing than at the other. 


Dunſtable is between ſeven and eight 
miles northward, on the ſame road, and Lu- 


ton five miles from it ſouthward. At theſe 
two places it ſhewed itſelf much about the 


ſame time, 


Harpenden ſtands half-way between Lu- 
ton and St. Albans. This was not only the 
lateſt place where it appeared, but fewer ill 
here, comparatively, both of the inhabitants 
and the ſoldiers quartered in it, and under 
my care. Perhaps this may be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, owing to its ſituation favouring leſs its 
exciting and pre-diſpoſing caule. 


The houſes in this village are ſcattered 
irregularly, over a conſiderable piece of 
E e 3 ground; 
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ground; moſt of them not only ſtand ſepa, 
rately, but at ſome diſtance from each other ; 
the ſtreet, if it may be called ſo, except near 
the north end of the town, is in breadth near 
a muſket ſhot ; a pretty wide common ex- 
tending down it, In this common (or ſtreet) 
ſtand many trees, but not ſo cloſe as in any 
degree to prevent free perflation. At the 
ſouth end of the village 1s a ſpacious com- 
mon, covered here and there with heath, 
The town ſtands rather on an eminence, and 


the ſoil of a light dry nature ; when com- 
pared to Luton, Redburn, and Dunſtable, 


Saundrige lies about two miles and a half 

to the ſouth-eaſt, and is more encompaſſed 
with wood. About the fame diſtance like- 
wile, but in a more northerly direction, lies 
Wheathampſtead. Fewer were ill in Saun- 
drige, than Wheathamſtead, en to the 
ſize of the town, 


Both Luton 0 Wheathampſtead lie very 
low; but chiefly Luton, which is buried in 
a fort of dell, formed by hills near it on the 
ſouth-weſt and north-eaſt. Through both 


runs 
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runs a rivulet, the banks of which in many 
places are flat, ſuffering its waters eaſily 
to overflow. This always happens when 
rains fall more than ordinary, whereby 
marſhes are formed along them, which ſome- 
times the heat of even a warm dry ſummer 
is not ſufficient, completely to exhale. In 
this part' of the country there 1s alſo much 


wood. 


North-weſt of Luton, on the road to Dun- 
ſtable, it is flat, A large ridge of hills runs 
from Dunſtable to Luton, facing the eaſt, 
and of ſo chalky a nature, that in many 
places no ſwerd grows to cover it. For a 
conſiderable way eaſt of this ridge it is flat, 
the river aforeſaid winding down it. This 
and the wood always keep a greater quan- 
tity of moiſture in theſe places; hence the 
air 1s colder from the exhalation, and the 
ground, if the weather be at all moiſt, is wet, 
and dirty under foot. I would aſſign this 
as the reaſon for the more frequency of in- 
termittents along the banks of this ſtream, 
than in any other part of this country, ſpace 


for ſpace. | 
Dunſtable 
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Dunſtable is fituated more on a flat than 
the two laſt towns; it may be ſaid to lie in 
a wide vale, formed by ſome hills at ſeveral 
miles diſtance. A large pond of water ſtands 
in the midſt of the ſtreet, where horſes are 
watered, and carriages waſhed. In St. Al- 
bans we find a fimilar one. Theſe may be 
conſidered as no addition to the health of 
the inhabitants, eſpecially to thoſe living near 
them, and more immediately in the way cf 
their effluvia. | | 


The water in the pond at Dunſtable, as 
the weather became warm, grew very corrupt, 
which was denoted not only by its ſmell, but 
by its green colour. I have likewiſe ſeen 
dead dogs lying in it; and indeed it may be 
faid to be a receptacle for much filth toſſed 
into it by the careleſſneſs and inadvertency 
of the mhabitants. | 


Colney is on the great road three miles 
nearer London than St. Albans. The diſeaſe 
appeared about the ſame time here as at St. 
Albans. The town is ſmall, and like Har- 
penden, ſcattered, It is waſhed alfo by a 


river ; 
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river ; and the ſoil around appears to me 
rather of a lighter nature, than ſeyeral of the 
places mentioned, 


Hatfield is diſtant only five miles from 
St. Albans, and in a more northerly direction. 
It is fituated on the great north-eaſt road 
from London; ſtands partly on a hill, and 
partly on a ſteep declivity. Bell-Barr is on- 
ly two miles from it ; the country all around 
is alſo thickly covered with wood. Though 
Hatfield is only. eighteen miles from Lon- 
don, yet the diſeaſe was later of commencing 
there than in the capital, notwithſtanding the 
conſtant paſſing of ſo many ſtrangers to and 
from London, by the ſtage coaches, waggons, 


and other conveyances. The inhabitants 


and ſoldiers here ſuffered conſiderably. Each 
of theſe towns contain ſeveral hundred of in- 
habitants. In ſeveral of them weekly mar- 


kets are held. Saundrige, Bell-Barr, and 


Colney, are ſmaller than the others, 


The diſeaſe did not appear in Yarmouth 
vill the "firſt week in June. This town is 
diſtant from London 12g miles to the north. 
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Ipſwich in Suffolk is diſtant from the metro. 
polis 70 miles on the north-eaſt, or rather 
eaſt road; it was alſo the firſt week in June 
when it appeared here; nor then, till it was 
brought there from Londan, A ſurgeon at 
Ipſwich happened to be in London at the 
time it raged in it; he left it on the laſt day 
of May, and arrived at his houſe about eleven 
next morning. © I left, town,” he lays, * the 
laſt day in May at night, and was then ill of 
it. I had none under my care then in it; 
a few days after, I had ſeveral, but none 0 
much debilitated as myſelf.“ F rom him it 
ſpread through all the town, 


At Stamfordham, in N orthumberland, it 
alſo appeared about the firſt week in June“, 
according to my correſpondent; it ſhewed 
itſelf much about the ſame time at New- 
caſtle on Tyne. It diſappeared about Stam- 
fordham in the third week of Auguſt. 


In the places already deſcribed, where my 
practice chiefly lay, it may be ſaid entirely to 


* My correſpondent's letter is dated July 8th, 1782, 
and fays, * The influenza now rages among us.“ 
| have 
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have ceaſed about the middle of June. But 
juſt at this time, a fe dry, windy, and colder 


days than what had preceded, ſueceeded our 


moiſt weather. This produced ſeveral pe- 
ripneumonic complaints. Some, not ſuffi. 
ciently aware of the diſtinction, and having 
their minds prepoſſeſſed with the prevalence 
of the late diſeaſe, miſtook or rather con- 
founded this intercurrent complaint with the 


other; though, as it ſeemed to me, the dif- 


tinction might be eaſily made. 


In ſuch as I vifited under it, there was 
neither coryza, cough, ſneezing, nor pains in 
the forehead, back, or loins; nor did that 
degree of debility, ſo characteriſtic of the in- 
fluenza, attend it; inſtead thereof, I found a 
ſtrong full pulſe, and ſhort reſpiration, or a 
catching 1 in taking breath, with fixed pains 
in the breaſt and ſides. 


The miſtake was not however attended 
with any miſchiefs ; for they bled their pa- 
tients; found the blood ſizy; and in ſome 
caſes repeated it, they affirmed, with advan- 
tage. The diſeaſe was ſtill termed the in- 


fluenza, 
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fluenza, and they now contended that J. x, 
in it was altogether neceſſary; thus making 
the ſizineſs of the blood a pretext for J. $. 
and the criterion whereby they were to be 
| _ 


But did we think it proper to enter on 

the ſubject here, we might with propriety 
' contend, that is not always to be held as the 
mark of the phlogiſtic diatheſis en 
in the habit. 


Symptoms. 


As to the ſymptoms with which the influ- 
enza was attended, they were various in va- 
rious perſons, according to the ſtate of the 
habit at the time of the attack. The firſt 
victims of its fury were the ſoldiers. And 
the firft fymptoms I perceived were, a great 
cough ; ſtraitneſs about the breaſt, conſider- 
ably diſtended. The patients generally 
complained of a ſtoppage in the trachea, 
giving them the ſenſation of a ball lodged 
there. A coryza, or running of a thin 
acrid mucus from the noſe, always took 


place, ſo as to excoriate the upper lip, and 
vellicate 


- 


cy 


| Medical Society of London. 429 


rellicate / the ſchneiderian membrane. A 
violent ſneezing : a pain of the head much 
encreaſed by this laſt ſymptom, and moſt ſe. 
vere in the courſe of the frontal finuſes. A 
ſoreneſs over the eyes, chiefly about the eye- 
brows, which they ſaid was ſeated in the 
bone. This rendered the eyes ſtiff, and pain- 
ful to be opened; nor could they bear a 
ſtrong light. A rheum alſo diſtilled from 
them, not unhke what we ſee in the meaſles. 
Univerſal pains over the body ; in moſt on- 
ly a {hight fever; in others it ran very high, 
with a conſiderable acceleration of the 
pulſe. Faintneſs; ſome, though no great. 
degree of thirſt; the pain of the breaſt ſel- 
dom felt but on attempting to cough. Then 
it reſembles the pricking of pins; but it was 
ſeldom or never felt ſo low down as the car- 
tilago enſiformis. The throat and mouth 
burns with heat, with an uncommon ſmarting 


-over the fauces. Theſe, and the tongue dry, 


and ſomewhat parched. In two patients I 
remember a parched tongue was preſent 
to a great degree; here the thirſt was greater. 
Some bled at the noſe; and one of my pa- 


tents had abſceſſes formed in both his ears, 
which 


————— — — — 
oY | 
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which burſt, and continued to diſcharge for 
ſome weeks after. A diarrhea -was not a 
common ſymptom, yet I found it in ſeveral, 
Appetite in many was imparred ; a nauſea 
alſo in ſeveral caſes took place. Little lleep, 
and this little for the moſt part broken and 
diſturbed with incoherent dreams. Pulſe by 
no means hard. In ſome, hoarſeneſs and fre- 
quent hawkings up of mucus ; in others, lit- 
tle or none. 


The heat that ſucceeded the cold, which 
more or leſs marks every febrile paroxiſm, 
{ometimes went ſo far as to be followed by 
perſpiration. In many of my patients this 

did not happen. The ſkin remained dry. I 
ſeldom found the belly coſtive ; the face 
ſometimes {welled, and the eyes appeared 
ſunk in it, as we often obſerve in the eryſi- 
pelas, weakneſs of the joints of the knees 
on motion, and a great proſtration of 
ſtrength. 


In the neighbourhood of Stamfordham, 
my correſpondent ſays, and about the neigh- 
bourhood of Newcaſtle on Tyne, it was ac- 

companied 
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companied with colic pains, and cramps in 


the region of the abdomen and ſtomach. 
And ſome there, alſo had a purging; ſome 
had ulcers in the throat and fauces; but ſuch 
as I had occaſion to obſerve, were very 
ſlight; this was rather a rare occurrence. 
Many had a ſlight vertigo, but few of my 
patients had delirium ; though I have heard 
of its being found frequently in the practice 
of others. Though a great faintneſs and de- 


bility took place commonly, yet fainting fits 


as mentioned by ſome, except 1n one patient, 
and that after V. S. ſeldom or never hap- 
pened among my patients. 


Fits reſembling an ague, have been men- 
tioned as a concomitant of the diſeaſe, and 


in the more marſhy parts of the iſland. 1 


doubt not of their exiſtence ; and that the 


influenza was frequently accompanied with. 


a remittent fever, while, in the more dry and 
open ſituations, it would partake more of 
peripneumony. Huxham found this the cale. 
* I well remember,” ſays he, © that the ca- 


tarrhal fever, which ſpread through all Eu- 


rope, under the name of influenza, in the 
| ſpring 
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ſpring 1743, frequently becaine pleuritic and 
peripneumonic; and as frequently after to 
or three days ran into a quotidian, or ter- 
tian; the difference of the conſtitutions of 
the patients thus altering the nature and 
form of the diſeaſe *. 


In the villages where my practice lay, I do 
not remember to have met with any effloreſ- 
cencies on the ſkin, I find this was a ſymp- 
tom obſerved during the epidemic at Bath, 
as well as a redneſs and ſoreneſs of the throat; 
from whence Dr. Faulconer imagines, that 
there is a ſimilarity between it, and the ſcar- 
let fever, as deſcribed by Dr. Withering of 
Birmingham . A ſurgeon in Beccles in- 
formed me, ſome of his patients had not only 
a foul tongue, but ulcers on the tonſils; he 
mentioned none that had red ſpots on the 
ſkin. 


4 ge and Conſtitution moſt liable to the 22 24. 


With regard to the age moſt liable to the 
"diſeaſe among my patients, I think the mid- 


* Vide Huxam on Fevers. Art. Intermitt.- 


+ Vide an account of an Influenza at Bath, by Dr. 
Faulconer. 
dle 
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dle age felt it moſt, cereris paribus, I mean 
from ſixteen to forty-five, or ſo; but ſew of 
any age, ſex or temperament eſcaped it. 
When J ſpeak thus, I am to be underſtood of 
thoſe in good health before its attack; for 
with regard to people in general, the infirm, 
the valetudinarian, and if old, the more in 
n ſuffered moſt. 


I had FOR opportunities of obſerving the 
influence of the weather, in rendering it more 
violent, in a houſe where the huſband, wife, 
and three daughters were ill at once. The 
wife was by much the moſt ſeverely hand- 
led; next to her the huſband. They kept a 
public houſe and brewery, to the latter of 
: which they gave more attention than the 
daughters, whoſe employment conſiſted in 
waiting on their cuſtomers within doors. 


A boy of about twelve years of age, of a 
very ſtirring diſpoſition, ſuffered ſeverely ; 
yet eſcaped the diſeaſe, though the reſt of the 
family had been ill ſome time, till after bath- 


ing with other boys! in che river, and remain- 


Vol. II. Ff 


"”: 


ſeized 


ſeized next day with the influenza, We may 
add to this, that he was a valetudinarian for 
a long time before, but had lately overcome 
in a great meaſure all his complaints. 


Io corroborate the remark, that the wea- 
ther, &c. had great influence in modifying it, 
not only at St. Albans, but the other villages, 
the ſoldiers were firſt ſeized with it, and were 
more. violently - handled than moſt others. 
Soldiers are not only lighter, clothed, but 
worle fed; worſe lodged, and more expoſed 
to all the viciſſitudes of the weather, than 
moſt other deſeriptzons of men. 


An account from Aberdeen ſays, 1 
Gleaſe rages here, and it is rather ſingular 
that the ſoldiers are firſt attacked by 1 it, and 
more ill of this deſcription of men than any 


other. If we allow the ſame influence to tho 
weather for which I contend, there will ap- 


pear nothing ſingular in the caſe. In a word, 
the fact is well eſtabliſhed. The ſame re- 
mark was made in Dublin, for \ we find 700 
ſoldiers there labouring under i it at once, un- 
able to do their duty i in barracks. 


An 


An account from Unecht i. informs us, of 
cheir having no leſs than gooo ill of it. 


With regard to the fleet, where che influ- 
ence of the weather likewiſe prevails, as the 
ereus are much expoſed to the open air, both 
our own, and that of other powers were great 
ſufferers. 


Among others of our own veſlels, the Stag 
and Stout privateers ſuffered greatly ; for on 
coming in to Dublin harbour, moſt of their 
crews were ill of it. From one of our ſhips, 
it ſeems, no fewer than 300were put on ſhore 

under it; and out of r 400. 


in the Nemeſis frigate, 70 were ill at once. 

This I had from an officer belonging to her, 
who was himſelf ſo ill, that he had not at the 
time I ſaw him, recovered from its effects, 
though at the diſtance of four months from 
the attack, 


Another inſtance that the weather had 
much influence in modifying it, is as follows: 


A young gentleman at Luton, about twen- 
ty-three, of a volatile turn, and lately a vale- 
tudinarian, but who, for eight or ten weeks 
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had fo far recovered, as to be able to follow 
his amuſements, and who, for this purpoſe, 
generally walked or rode, whether the 
weather was favourable or not, ſeveral hours 
a day, often at the ſame time indulging him- 
ſelf freely in the glaſs, was at laſt ſeized with 
the epidemic, and ſuffered ſeverely. We may 
place this gentleman, in many reſpects, in 
che ſituation of a ſoldier, with regard to the 
irregularity of his life, 'and . 2 le to the 
viciſſitudes of che weather. * | 


Ihe delicate alſo, and the valetudinarian, 


in all my obſervations, were great ſufferers, 


and ſtill greater in proportion as they were 
expoſed to the viciſſitudes of the weather. 
Others in different parts of England have 
alſo made the ſame obſervation. A ſurgeon 
at Newbury in Berks, writing to me on the 
ſubje&, has theſe words, © a few infirm and 
bad habits ſunk ;” as hardly any valetudina- 
rian eſcaped it: and as in theſe it generally 
appeared with the greateſt ſeverity ; ſo, tor 
the moſt part, it was attended with dangerous 
ſymptoms only in patients of this claſs. One 
woman at Luton fell into a phthiſis pulmo- 
nalis after it. 


Both 
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Both the ſtates of old age and infancy. was 


ſuch as were in good health. At four years 
of age, or ſo, many ſuffered. A ſurgeon at 
Beccles, in a letter to a friend, affirmed, that 
a child of his, only eighteen months old, 
took the diſeaſe. This however is the only 
inſtance of the kind that came to my know- 
ledge, though I have converſed with many, 
and made much enquiry on the ſubject in 
many parts of England, I had an evident 
example afforded me to prove, how far the 
diſtreſſing paſſions prediſpoſed the body to 
be more leverely affected by it, Theſe al- 
ways debilitate the habit by the conſtant un- 


eaſineſs the mind undergoes. 


A ſoldier in the light infantry was for ſome 
time violently in love with one of the cy prian 
nymphs that follow the drum. She was 
young and handſome, and had ſo far engaged 
his affections, that he offered to marry her, 
though well acquainted with her way of life. 
She preferred her liberty, and refuſed him. 
This had ſuch an effect on his ſpirits, that 
from a ſtout well- looking young fellow, with 
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all the health of a farmer's ſervant (for he was 


lately a recruit from the country), in a ſhort 


time he became thin and wan; he took the 
diſeaſe ; not however when the others had 


it, but in' the beginning of June, when the 


regiment marched from the villages aforeſaid 
to Royſton, on their way to camp. A day 
or two before this he had parted with his 


goddeſs at Luton: he ſuffered more from the 


diſeaſe than any other of my patients, and his 


caſe put on more of a remittent chan any 


other I had ſeen. 


1 . 


Cauſe, not in the Air, but in a ſpecific Contagion. 


I would not be ynderſtood from what 1 
have ſaid relative to the influence of the 
weather, that the cauſe of the diſeaſe is to 


be looked for in the air alone. This is only 


a prediſpoſing cauſe. Becauſe cold air can 
give birth to a common catarrh, are we to 
conclude it can give birth to the influenza? 
Cold moiſt air renders indeed the application 
of a materies morbi more effectual. 


w 


n "oY PT Pr — 


We have many examples to prove, that 


the air cannot hold, nor yet convey conta- 


gion to any diſtance. If it be mixed with the 
atmoſpheric air, it is ſoon diſſipated, perhaps 


chemically decompoſed, if it be a compound 


body, and its nature altogether changed. 
Experience ſhews, that contagions have al- 
ways been communicated by contact with 


the infected, either mediately, or immediate- 


ly, i. e. by perſons who bring it on their 
clothes to the perſons who. receive it; or by 


its being conveyed from the infected in va- 


rious kinds of goods. I mean here all ſpe- 
cific eontagions, ſuch as the ſmall pox, &c. 
or thoſe from human effluvia, ſuch as pro- 
duce fevers of a dangerous nature. We are 
now well aſſured, that the plague, the moſt 
infectious of all diſeaſes, is not communicated 
by the air, but by contact. 


The Europeans, who live in thoſe coun- 
tries where it is endemic, and do not, like the 
Turks, believe in the deſtructive tenets of 
fatality, prudently ſhut themſelves up in 


their houſes, and with the utmoſt care ſhun, 


the infected. By this precaution they eſcape. 
Hence 
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Hence the plague is often found in one 
ſtreet, raging with all its ſeverity, while the 
inhabitants in the next remain unmoleſted. 

Bad weather may, and often does act on 
the human body ſo, as to debilitate it; by 
which means it becomes more diſpoſed to 
receive any diſeaſe that - rages at the time. 
Whatever debilitates the body, we know has 


the ſame effect. In countries where inter. 


mittents prevail, they attack the weakly and 
debilitated, while the more e robuſt e . 
[op 

- The late Dr. 8 was one of twenty- 
five young gentlemen, who left Great Bri- 
tain to ſtudy under Boerhaave at Leyden, all 
of them, one excepted, lived pretty freely. 
He drank water for the moſt part, when the 
others drank wine; and he was the only one 
who ſuffered from an intermittent during 


fome years they . their Oo in this 
univerſity, | 


We are told by an accurate obſerver, that 
wet and cold weather is more injurious to our 
conſtitutions, than the ſame with moderate 


warmth. 
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warmth, - Though the moiſt and warm be 
the moſt productive of acute and fatal di- 
ſeaſes; yet there is more danger, he tells us, 
in theſe reſpects, to our conſtitutions from 
the oppoſite. A ſteady ſet of any ſort of 
weather, he adds, may be productive of par- 
ticular diſeaſes; and ſo is a quick tranſition 

from one extreme to another “. Ferts 


We have already mentioned the unfavour- 
able weather of this ſpring. From a meteor- 
ological regiſter, kept by Mr. Becket of 
Briſtol, we find, that in this city the month 
of April was for the moſt part cloudy and 
diſagreeable. Rain, part of ſeventeen days; 
two: days of ſnow, and not one day fair. 
The wind chiefly from the north and eaſt. 


May was ſtill worſe. © This month,” he 
ſays, “ no doubt will be remarkable in all the 
meteorological annals of Europe, for its un- 
. uſual degree of cold and humidity, with a 
gloomy and uncommonly diſturbed ſtate of 
the atmoſphere. It rained there part of 
twenty days, and all the others were cloudy 


* Dr. Fothergill. Vide Dr. Lettſom's Ed. 8vo. 
| and 
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The next month, Me we find RY Va- 
riable; in the beginning it was cold and 
rainy; towards the middle, about a week 
or ten days fair and warm; the latter part 
variable. A remarkable change is noticed, 


which took place between the 17th and 18th, 
for between one and two in the afternoon 


of the 19th, the thermometer ſtood as high 


as 89 degrees in the ſhade; and next day, in 


the evening, it ſunk as low as 55*.- 


It has already been pointed out, that the 


attacks of the diſeaſe was not at the ſame 
time. If the cauſe lay in the air, all muſt 
have been ſeized at once; for, though it of- 


ten ſpread rapidly, it was ftill progreſſively, 


ſometimes ſlowly and gradually. 


Others have alledged, that it took its riſe 


from the influence of the two ſuperior 
planets Jupiter and Saturn, that appeared 


* Vide Broughton on Influenza at Briſtol, 1782. 


in 
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in a particular ſituation this year, An inge- 
nious ſurgeon at Plymouth, is among thoſe 
who embrace the opinion, that the planets 
gave riſe to the influenza, which viſited us 
ſome years prior to this “. If this be ad- 
mitted once, it may be admitted again; there- 
fore we ought to conſider how far it is 
founded in fact, hefore we aſſent to it. 


That they might, by their great attraction 


and influence, joined to that of the other 
heavenly bodies that affect this terraqueous 
globe, be the cauſe of the unſeaſonable wea- 
ther we experienced, I ſhall not venture to 
deny; but at the moſt this will prove no 
more than that this bad weather was favour- 
able to the diſſemination of any infettious 
diſeaſe appearing at this time. No writer, 
as far as I know, maintains that it was always 
the influenza that raged at thoſe times when 
the planets were in ſimilar ſituations. Beſides, 
the diſeaſe has appeared when they were very 
differently ſituated, ſo that recourſe could not 
be had with the ſame reaſon to their greater 
influence on the earth. I pals over the 


* Mr. Geach, F. R. S. 
opinion, 
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opinion, as too ridiculous, that the moth 
frequent | about London, called by Curtis, 
the brown tail moth, the caterpillars of which 
happened to be more than commonly nume. 
rous this ſpring, gave riſe to the diſeaſe 
Thoſe who believed in this, muſt have very 
ſuperficially conſidered the ſubject. 


That the true cauſe ſprung from another 


ſource, a particular materies morbr, a certain 


contagion, I think will not require many ar. 
guments to prove ; the following few proofs 
22565 ſuffice: 


The Grſt who were ſeized with 1t at N or- 


wich (L have it from good authority *), were 


two men lately arrived from London, where 
it then continued to rage. A ſerjeant of gre- 
nadiers of the 10th regiment of foot, went to 
London on furlow; the diſeaſe then raged 
in the capital; he returned in a few days to 
St. Albans, affected, and communicated it to 
the people in whoſe houſe he had his billet. 
This was the firſt of its appearance there, and 


* Dr, Macquean. 


from 


| 


4 . . wil es — m 
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towN. . 


An officer of the ſame corps, being then in 
Dublin, told me, he received it from a lady 
in whole company he ſat at dinner. She was 
then complaining of indiſpoſition from it; 
he ſat next her. Before he left the room he 
was ſeized, and did not compleatly recover 
in two months, having, loſt his voice great 
part of this time. [OS 

One of Lord Bute's labourers, living on 
the banks of the river at Luton, happened 
to receive a compound fracture of his thigh 
about the beginning of April, a month at 
leaſt before the influenza appeared there. 
When the reſt of the family were ſeized; 
though he had never been from his bed fince 
the accident, yet he caught the diſeaſe, and 
ſuffered conſiderably, Here was no expo- 
ſure to the viciſſitudes of the weather. This 


ſell under my own obſervation, as I attended 


him from the time of the accident till after 
the epidemic. 


I eſcaped 


from thence. it rapidly ſpread all over the 
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I eſcaped the diſeaſe myſelf, though daihy 
viſiting ſo many under it, till one day being 
at a Clergyman's, and being deſired to viſit 
two of his maids then under it, and inſpect. 
ing their throats of which they cothplained, 
I received their breath full in my face, and 
thought at the inſtant it ſmelled diſagreeably. 
Necipfng home about an hour after, I began 
to feel myſelf chilly with the ſenſation, as if 
ſomething ſtuck in my throat. In ten minutes 
after, I had a diſcharge of thin mucus from 
my noſe, began to ſneeze, and felt a pain in 
my head. Though I had only four miles to 
ride to my lodgings, yet by the time I ar- 
rived, I felt myſelf extremely ill. Here muſt 
| certamly be contagion ; no quality of the 
air would fatisfaftority account for this. 
Another example of its contagious nature, 
might be drawn from the news, the Concert 
and Lizzard men of war eſcaping it till they 
came to that part of the Thames, near 
Graveſend, called Long Reach“. 

We might prove it ſtill farther, was it ne- 
. from its gradual attack. This was 


* Vide Lon. Medical Journal, 
very 
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very obſervable in many families where 1 


vißted. The houſekeeper of a gentleman on 
the oppoſite {ide of the ſtreet to that where I 
lived, was not ſeized till more than ten days 
after. I recovered; though her. maſter often 
viſited me while I lay under it. The lady 
likewiſe of the clergyman already mentioned, 
and her two children had the diſeaſe ſome 
days before her maid ſervants were ſeized. 
Thus we find one was taken ill to-day, a ſe- 
cond to-morrow, and a third perhaps not till 
ſeveral days after. Is not this the uſual 
mode of ſeizure in all contagious diſeaſes ? 


.. Beſides, when we refle& on the ſymptoms 
of the influenza, we ſhall find them ſuch in 
general as denoted debility. Far more proſ- 
tration of ſtrength was united with it, than 
we ever find attend catarrhs from cold alone; 
and I am led to think this forms one of its chief 
diſtinguiſhing ſymptoms. © A catarrh, ſays 
a certain writer, from the ſituation of our 
illand, and from the ſudden viciſſitudes of the 
weather, with reſpect to heat and cold, may 
with the ſtricteſt propriety be looked on as 
the endemic diſeaſe of Great Britain.“ But 


* Vide Abuſe of Medicine, p. 57. 
catarrhs 
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catarths from this ſource alone, never bring 
with them ſuch loſs of the Nen of exertion 


and univerſal ofthemia, 


Whatever dhe may be the nature of this 
materies morbi, it is fuch as always produces 
great alterations in the functions of the ner- 
vous ene = 


Few diſeaſes, putrid fevers excepted, ever 


produced loſs of ſtrength and debility more 


ſuddenly than this. The crew” of the Fly 


ſloop of war, Was an inſtance of this. The” 


captain affirmed, that forty of his men fell 
ill in leſs than eight hours; ſeveral of whom 
he declared, dropped down at the wheel, as 
they ſteered the veſſel. This circumſtance 
obliged him to put back, and ſtand again for 
the Yarmouth roads, which he had only 
left a few hours before, with all hands ap- 
parently well, merely for want of hands to 
navigate her. The infection muſt have 
been received from ſhore; with which they 
lad ſrequent communications. 


The 
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The ſubject of contagion is an obſcure 
one, were we to enter on it; much indeed 
might be ſaid, but little at preſent with cer- 
tainty. We might amuſe ourſelves with en- 
quiring, wherein conſiſts its difference, by 
which it can produce in the human body 
diſeaſes ſpecifically different? why one kind 
ſeems to exert its force on the mucous mem- 
brane of the trachza, noſe, &c. and produce 
ſever, as in the diſeaſe under conſideration ?- 
why another ſpends its fury on the ſkin, and 
perhaps cellular texture connected with it, 
as in the ſmall pox ? why a third produces 
dangerous glandular ſwellings, both external 
and internal on the throat, with bright red 
eruptions covering the ſurface of the body, 
as in a ſcarlet fever? But theſe, and other 
enquiries of this nature, it is proper to pals 
over here, as it is matter of fact, not conjec- 
ture, I wifh to confine myſelf to. Such ſhall 
be left in the ſtate we find them, enveloped in 
uncertainty and obſcurity, from which it is 
to be feared, our preſent limited knowledge 
of the various combinations of matter, will 
not allow us ſoon to evolve them; yet, as 
the knowledge of the human mind is pro- 
Vol. II. „ greſſive, 
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greſſive, and every year adds to induſtrious 
, enquiries, ſome extenſion of phyſiological 
inveſtigation, I would not too raſhly con- 
clude them inſcrutable. Was this inculcated, 
it would prove a check to induſtry, and be- 
come the nurſe of ignorance. Several things 
familiar to-day, in the beginning of the pre- 
ſent century, ſeemed as inſcrutable as the 
| preſent ſubject, and another ſeries of years 
may produce as material diſcoveries in the 
natural world. 


Of the Fatality of the Diſeaſe. | 


In all the ſcope of country in which I was 
employed, during its continuance, not one 
died immediately from it, My medical 
friends in London, gave me much the ſame 
account. I find, however, by the bill of 
mortality, publiſhed in the third volume of 
Medical Tranſactions, that there were a great 


encreale of burials in May and June, which 
is attributed to it. 


In Kent we are informed, it was not dan- 
gerous. A gentleman reſiding near the coaſt 


ſays, 


* 
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ſays, © Few have eſcaped it, but I know not 
of a ſingle inſtance of danger “.“ It was 
ſaid to be fatal in Jerſey ; but ſome doubt 
may remain concerning the diſeaſe, as eyery 
complaint was denominated influenza, that 
appeared about this time. Mr. Friend of 
Newbury, loſt only one patient ; nor was he 
altogether certain, whether the diſeaſe was 
influenza. From a curſory account of her 
ſymptoms, which he adds, © I am inclined to 
doubt in like manner, as this caſe happened,” 
he adds, © in June, when the influenza was 
prevalent here, I have been diſpoſed to think 
it partook of the epidemic, though the ſymp- 
toms were ſomewhat diſſimilar.” Four in the 
practice of Mr. Binney, of the ſame place, 
died. Two of theſe, he ſays, were upwards 
of ſixty, and very infirm before the influen- 
za ſeized them ; the other two were allo in 


advanced life, 


At Royſton I was told, © few, or none 
died there.” In the neighbourhood of Cam- 
bridge, I found a man who had loſt bis wiſe, 


* London Medical Journal. | 
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and I think he ſaid three children by it ; but 
this is likewiſe doubtful ; it might be at leaſt 
_ compounded with the ague, a diſeaſe fre- 
quent here. At Yarmouth, on enquiry, I 
found none died of it. I arrived there July 
the 6th, very lately after it had ceaſed. My 
correſpondent from Stamfordham (Mr. Scott) 
ſays, it only proved fatal in this neighbour- 
hood in three inſtances. At Ipſwich in Suf 
folk, I cannot learn that it proved fatal in a 
ſingle inſtance. 


Cure. 


Among the means of cure, various in va- 
rious perſons, which have been had recourſe 
to, none is of more material conſequence to 
conſider than venæſection. On this head we 
ſhall beg leave to ſuggeſt a few things. Thoſe 
who contended that they found it uſeful and 
neceſſary, generally gave the appearance of 
the buffy cruſt, as one of their reaſons. This, 
it is well known, is a very fallacious teſt. 
It appears on many occaſions, where V. S. is 
by no means warranted. We always find it 
in the blood of pregnant women, if their 

pregnancy 
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pregnancy be any thing advanced; and we 
meet it often in the laſt ſtage of a conſump- 
tion, when the powers of the body are near- 
ly exhauſted; likewiſe in dropſy, where we 
have little reaſon to ſuppoſe inflammation ; 
and leſs ſtill that V. S. would prove uſeful. 


The coagulable lymph may be ſeparated 
in whitiſh or bluiſh ſtreaks on the furface of 
the blood; yet the craſſamentum, if com- 
pared to the ſerum, may be very diſpropor- 
tionate. It may be ſmaller in quantity, per- 


haps a thin pelicle, and even ſometimes not 


very accurately ſeparated from the ſerum, 


The craſſamentum, with this appearance, 


may almoſt diſſolve on handling; or the un- 
der {ide be ſo looſe, as to fall into pieces when 
taken up for examination. 


It is needleſs to mention here, what every 
one knows, who has attended to the ſubject, 
that the form of the cup the blood flows in- 
to, the ſize of the orifice, nay, the very ma- 
terials of which it is compoſed, with ſeveral 
things of this nature, are to be attended to, 
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in ſorming an opinion reſpecting blood „ 


Hence, neither the preſence, nor yet abſence 
of the buffy cruſt, is an abſolute guide to de- 
termine us for or againſt V. S. The denſity 
of the craſſamentum, the ſmall quantity of 
ſerum ſeparated, with perhaps its greeniſh 
. colour, even ſhould no coagulable lymph ap- 


pear, denote higher degrees of inflammation, - 


and greater activity in the arterial ſyſtem 
oftentimes, than when the buffy coat covers 
the ſurface. The firſt drawn cup often ſhews 
none ; the ſecond and third perhaps abound 
with it. : 


Inflammatory blood, denoting general 
V.S. is not only denſe, but the lymph on its 
ſurface, when it ſhews itſelf is tough and thick, 
ſtill growing tougher by handling, contrary 
to what it does when it appears in debilitated 
habits. The craſſamentum is often found 
contracted on its ſurface, ſomewhat into the 
form of a cup, with the under-fide of the 
cake, ſolid and firm. Nor ſhould we be led 
always to judge of the propriety of V. S. even 


* Vide Hay on the Blood. 
from 
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toms with which it is attended. A ſmall 
pulſe ſhould not always deter us from the uſe 
of the lancet; nor yet a large pulſe, apparent- 
ly ſtrong under the fingers, urge us to it: for 
the one, even from a trifling loſs, a few ounces, 


will ſometimes ſink, and proſtration and de- 


bility fo rapidly follow, that all our endea- 
vours may not be able to repair the injury 
occaſioned by it: while the other riſes as 
we continue to draw off the blood, and bears 
with manifeſt advantage a large loſs of blood. 
A dyſpncea is another ſymptom for which 
V.S. has been commonly inſtituted, but here, 
likewiſe, the ſame caution ought to be ob- 
ſerved, for it not unfrequently takes place 
from debility ; and this is manifeſted from 
its often attending too much depletion. 
Every one who has ſeen it improperly in- 
ſtituted, and repeated for this ſymptom in 


rheumatiſm, will be fully convinced of the 
truth of this obſervation: inſtead of reme- 


dying this ſymptom, every repetition en- 
creaſes it, and the anxiety with which it is 


attended ; and that, on a corroborating plan 
being 
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from the pulſe, without maturely weighing 
every circumſtance: of the caſe, and ſymp- 
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being purſued, it is as gradually and ef. 
fectually removed. Theſe things duly at- 
tended to, ſhould teach us eaution at all times 
in the uſe of the lancet. To theſe may be 
added, that the ſymptoms, as already ob- 
ſerved in the influenza, were. for the moſt 
part, ſuch as to deter the eautious from V. S. 
even in thoſe caſes where it ſeemed admiſſable, | 
it was to be done with care, and after nice 
obſervation. 


| We found that for the moſt part the 
pulſe was ſoft ; indeed very rarely hard ; that 
it was ſmall and debile ; even ſeldom full, 
and betraying very little activity in the ar- 
terious ſyſtem, with pains in the back and 
Joins, vertigo, rigors, &c. 


Some inflammation I will allow ; the ſtate 
of the mucus membrane proved, there was 
a degree of it preſent. We know a degree 
of it exiſts in chronic rheumatiſm ; yet V. S. 
is ſeldom advantagouſly uſed in this com- 
plaint ; for if it be puſhed to any degree, a 
paralytic affection might be the conſequence, 
or other marks of aſthenia equally bad. 

Who 
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Who would at this day think of employing 
V. S. in the putrid fore throat; yet we 


buffy coat. Dr. Fothergill fpeaking on the 
ſubjett, expreſsly ſays, after telling us the 
blood was of a frefh, florid colour, and the 
craſſamentum lax, &c, * But it is often ſizy 
when the diſeaſe has continued two or three 


days; and in fome inſtances that lately oc- 


curred, it was ſo ſoon after the firſt at- 
tack ;”* yet it is well known, bleeding never 
cures it, nay, though it relieves for a little 
by taking off the ſenſe of plethora, and 
eaſing the breathing, it only ſerves, if often 
repeated, to weaken the ſyſtem, and reduce 
the miferable patient ſtill farther, 


I call it plethora here, whether in relation 
to the enereaſed quantity of the blood, or 
other fluids; or in the diminiſhed force of 
the heart, unable now to propel the blood, 
ſo as to dilate the artery with its accuſtomed 
eaſe. It is this laſt plethora that ſeems 


* Vide Fothergill's Works. 
ſometimes 


find from the authors who have treated on 
the ſubject, that the blood often ſhewed the 
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ſometimes to exiſt in hectic habits, where 
V. S. ſerves only to augment the degree of 
diebility. The blood is thereby leſſened in 
quantity, and thus the plethoric ſymptoms 
for a time, relieved ; but the veſſels ſoon ac. 
comodate themſelves to their leſſened con- 
tents, whereby a ſimilar ſpurious plethora is 
again induced, V. S. is repeated with a 
view to remove this ſenſation, and ſo on, till 
the powers totally ſink. I have ſomewhere 
read of an inſtance where the patient died 
under the operation. 


In the peripneumonia notha of Huxham, 
we find him difſuading from V. S. though at 
the ſame time he admitted the preſence of 
conſiderable inflammation. Practitioners in 
different parts of the iſland confeſſed, that 
in the epidemic, of which we are treating, 
little of the inflammatory cruſt appeared on 
the blood. This was the caſe at Varmouth, D 


the . ſurgeons there found it always florid, th 
and looſe in its texture: they bled how- al 
ever; but they obſerved, it never gave that dt 


permanent relief, which from the ſtraight- 


neſs of the cheſt, they expected from it. 
In 
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In a letter from Stamfordham, I find that 
v. S. was pretty generally uſed in the begin- 
ning of the epidemic, but they found reaſon 
to alter the practiſe, as they became more 
acquainted with its nature. But now,” 
ſays my correſpondent, * the diſeaſe has 
taken another turn; though the patient 
complains of aches, and pains all over him, 
particularly about the breaſt ; and if you 
bleed him, the inflamatory cruſt, as it is 
called, manifeſtly puts on its appearance; 

yet notwithſtanding all theſe ſymptoms, 

which indicate V, 'S. the diſeaſe at leaſt, in 
our part of the country, does not bear bleed- 
ing; for the pulſe becomes weak, and there 
s great debility, and langour hangs upon 
them.” In a ſecond letter on the ſubject, 
he ſays, © at leaſt it ſeemed to run a good 
deal into the low and putrid, ſo that we were 
obliged to give cordials, and antiſeptics.” 
Dr. Macqueen ſays, the only one that died 
there, was a man that had been twice bled, 
and he was opinion this contributed to his 


death, 


By what has been ſaid, I would not be 
| underſtood 
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underſtood to mean, a total diſſuaſion from 
V. S. in every caſe. I doubt not but the 
phlogiſtic diatheſis prevailed ſo much in 
many patients, as to indicate V. S. and that 
much relief was afforded by it. Patients 
were differently affected, according to cir- 
cumſtances of habit, place, &c. When V. 
S. was uſed with proper circumſpection to 
the nature of the epidemic, the habit, &c. 
and in the robuſt and ſtrong, no doubt can 
remain of its utility; but this is far from that 
promiſcuous uſe of the lancet, which I fear 
too often took place ; it happened frequent- 
y that patients inſiſted on being bled ; they 
never failed to find thoſe who complied with 
their defire ; © many were bled by my 
young man,” ſays a ſurgeon, © without ad- 
vice,” 


I ſuffered from the diſeaſe ſeverely, being 
ill upwards. of three weeks, though but a few 
days confined to bed; the nature of my 
fituation, and the number I was obliged to 
viſit, preventing me from taking that care 
of myſelf, which I recommended to others. 


My throat was. much inflamed ; the exter- 
nal 
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nal fauces conſiderably ſwelled, with other 
ſymptoms of a phlogiſtic diatheſis, yet from 
univerſal pains on motion, a lownels of ſpi- 
rits, rigors, and a {light vertigo, I would not 
ſuffer myſelf to be bled. I truſted to gentle 
diaphoretics, laxatives, and diluting drinks 
acidulated, with a linctus to mitigate the 
-burning heat and pain I felt in my throat, 
Dr. Macqueen told me, he ſuffered alſo much 
from it, and being ſubject to catarral affec- 
tions, which V. S. always relieyed, he had 
recourſe to it; but though he found it pro- 
ductive of ſome benefit to his head-ach, for a 
ſhort interval, yet his complaints rather re- 
curred with additional force ; from which he 
concluded, that V. S. did not give that per- 
manent relief in the diſeaſe, as from the 
ſeeming inflammatory ſymptoms, there was 
reaſon to expect. We find it was free- 
quently tried, both at Bath and Briſtol; it 
did not anſwer in either place.“ Neither 
Sydenham nor Huxham ſpeak favourably of 
V. S. in the influenza; yet the latter eſpeci- 


* Vide, Treatiſe on Influen. by Broughton and Fal- 
cOngr. 
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in no fewer than in three epidemics of the 
diſeaſe. Dr. Fothergill*, ſpeaking on ano- 
ther occaſion of V. S. and diſſuading from 
its free uſe, unleſs we be perfectly certain of 
conſiderable inflammation of internal parts, 
has theſe words, © this is only intended as a 
caution to ſome who have been taught to 
think, that copious bleeding is indicated, 


whenever a patient complains of pain in 


any part of the region of the thorax." 
And in another place, he cautions us to 
judge of its propriety, © not from the ap- 
pearance of the blood alone, for this will of- 
ten continue fizy, till more be taken away 
than is compatible with the patient's ſitua- 


tion in other reſpects; “ for if we leſſen 


the vires vitæ, ſays he, © by inanition too 
much, a diſeaſe then takes place, which, pro- 


| bably, will encreaſe our difficulty; i. e. de- 


bility of the ſolids, and the conſequent viti- 
ation of the fluids; the pulſe, the heat, the 
cough, reſpiration, ſtrength, and age, of the 
patient, ſnould all be taken into conſidera- 
* Lettſom's Edit. of Dr. Fothergill's works. 8yo. V. 1, 
p. 219. 
8 tion.“ 
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tion.” Many perſons,” he adds, © live 


free from complains with ſizy blood. The 
condition, therefore of the blood ſingly, 
ought not to determine us ; we ſhould ex- 
amine all the evidence*.” 


The recovery from the diſeaſe we always 
found ſlow, in ſuch as ſuffered moſt from it; 
ſo great was the debility, that it was weeks 
before the patients ſtrength was perfectly re- 
covered, though in others the diſeaſe was 
ſlight, and left little marks of debility behind 
it. This is ſtill a farther proof, that in gene- 
ral there was little of the phlogiſtic diatheſis 
in the ſyſtem. We never obſerve ſuch great 
debility after pleuriſy, or peripneumony, 
except where phlebotomy has been injudici- 
ouſly proſecuted; in ſuch caſes, indeed, the 
patient will not only be weak long after, but 
obnoxious to ſerous effuſions. The diſſec- 
tions of induſtrious practitioners ſhew, that 
theſe often follow inflammatory diſeaſes, 
where the lancet has been improperly uſed. 
* It is an undoubted fact,“ ſays a modern 
author, ſpeaking of V. S. © that repeated 


_® Fotherglll, vol. ii. p. 136. 
bleeding 
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bleeding without neceſſity has greatly in- 
- Jured many conſtitutions, The catarrh may 
frequently attack delicate, relaxed habits, 
which are rendered highly irritable, from ex. 
ceſs of heat, and unhappily obnoxious to the 
| diſeaſe, from expoſure to cold. In thele, as 
well as in more robuſt conftitutions, the ca- 
tarrh is often perfectly pure, unaccompanied 
with peripneumonic affections, or ſuch other 
ſymptoms as indicate bleeding“. 


Beſides, I am apt to think, our conſtitu- 
tions conſiderably changed within this laſt 
century in Great Britain. Luxury, and its 
enervating effects, render the diſeaſes of this 
Hand leſs inflammatory, than perhaps they 
formerly were. Diſeaſes that in their nature 
were always, and even now are allowed to be 
phlogiſtic, have appeared within the ſpace 
of theſe laſt thirty years, accompanied with a 
conſiderable degree of putridity, viz. the 
meaſles. We uſe leſs of the robuſter exerciſes 
than formerly, Carriages are more frequent, 
delicacy greater; nay, many of our occu- 
pations, introduced by philoſophy within 


* Vide Abuſe of Medicine, P-. 60. 
the 
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the laſt century, are of a ſedentary kind. 
Our amuſements are of a leſs active nature; 
our articles of diet are in like manner 
changed, and infuſions of tea, a debilitating, 
liquor, injurious to the nervous ſyſtem, is in 
fuch common uſe; that even paupers feed on 
it. Many among the poor drink it three 
times a day, making it their chief ſubſiſtence, 
among whom, both from its quantity, and 
bad quality, it is productive of injury. We 
may add, the immoderate uſe of ſpirituous 
liquors ; and of theſe much is to be attributed 
to gin. Many among the lower rank are ſo 
habituated 'to it, that both health and ſub- 


ſtance ſuffer; hence often proceed jaundice, 


ſchirri, and various diſeaſes formed by ob- 
ſtructions in the nobler viſcera. All theſe 
concur to ſtrengthen an opinion, I have for 
ſome time entertained, that our diſeaſes par- 
take much more of debility, than of genuine 
inflammation, and that the ſyſtem cannot 
bear the ſame evacuations as formerly were 
in uſe; even in diſeaſes univerſally allowed to 
be of the phlogiſtic type. 
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To conchide, I am of opinion, that the 
fever which accompanied this catarrhal af. 
fection, ſhewed, in moſt places, more marks 
of aſthenia, than of phlogoſis; that V. S. has 
been oftener uſed in it than with permanent 
relief; and that ſhould we agam be viſited 
with it, under the ſame circumſtances and 
train of ſymptoms, we ſhould profit by our 
late experience, and uſe the lancet with 
caution, never letting ſlip from our minds 
the nature of the contagion, which certainly 
appears from its effects to be of a debilitating 
nature; and ſince, to ule the words of a 
certain author, if V. S. be powerful in 
preſerving life, it is alſo powerful in deſtroy- 
ing it*,” Thus far of bleeding in the influ- 
enza. 


The natural criſis of this complaint ap- 
pears to be by the ſkin. Diaphoretics, there- 
fore, and diluents conſtitute the chief part 
of the cure. Emetics, or rather nauſeating 
doſes of antimonials, when early uſed, ſeemed 
very ſerviceable they are diaphoretic; they 


* Abuſe of Medicine, 
. allo 
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alſo prove expectorant when given in full 
doſes ; and in this ſenſe they have been uſe- 
ful in the beginning of the diſeaſe. They 
generally prove laxative, cleanſing the pri- 
me vie; nay, they. become hypnotic, for 
generally ſpeaking, the ſleep of the ſucceed- 
ing night 1s ſounder, eſpecially when they 
have been exhibited in the evening. They 
open obſtructions in veſſels, whereby the dif- 
ferent ſecretions are more equaliy performed; 
and thus by one ſimple medicine, we have 
oftentimes various purpoſes anſwered. A 
happy choice of a ſimple, the doſe, and time 
of exhibition maturely weighed, will, for the 
moſt part, anſwer better than a multiplicity 
of medicines jumbled in a preſcription, and 
lave the patient, not only from much un- 
eaſineſs, which would be created by loading 
the ſtomach improperly with medicines it 
abhors, but from unneceſſary expenditure 
of his money. A conſcientious phyſician 
will alſo have this in view. 


Conſiderable advantage has likewiſe been 
obtained from the prudent uſe of opiates ; 


where the cough was ſevere, as was moſtly 
H h 2 the 
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the caſe, they alſo determine to the ſurface. 

| Though their chief uſe ſeems to conſiſt in the 
reſpite thay give to the cough, the removal 
of irritation, and thus allowing time to the 
mucous membrane to recover its tone; by 
this means the diſcharge decreaſes, and the 
habit in the mucous glands to a vitiated ſe- 
cretron is thereby checked. 


Nitre has been celebrated for relieving 
the cough, and I, with others, have ſome- 
times had recourle to it. I would however 
be cautious in its frequent exhibition, as it 
ſometimes renders worſe the very ſymptom 
for the relief of which it had been adminil- 
tered. Others have made the ſame obſer- 
vation. © I have known,” ſays Fothergill, 
% in common doſes of nitre, the ſaline 
draughts, and other cooling ſalts, encreaſe a 
cough by irritation “.“ 


I found a generous diet, where it was in 
the patient's power to procure it, highly con- 
ducive to a more ſpeedy recovery ; and even 


* Vol. ii. p. 13g. 


in the courſe of the diſeaſe, many bore a more 
liberal uſe of wine, than 1s generally given 
in catarrhal affections from cold alone. 


After what has been ſaid, I need ſcarcely 
diſſuade from the warmer ſudorifics, or the 
ſtronger purges. Theſe were always found 
as prejudicial, as diaphoretics and laxatives 
were uſeful. 


A cautious diſcrimination between it, and 
other diſeaſes appearing ſporadically at the 
ſame time, ſhould moſt certainly be kept in 
view; for where it proves thus compounded, 
the methed of cure mult alſo vary; and 
more or leſs of the inflammatory diatheſis 
prevailing, may lead to miſtakes with reſpect 
to the genuine nature of the diſeaſe. Not 
only the weather, ſituation, and conſtitution, 
but intercurrent diſeaſes all unite to vary the 
appearance of the epedemic ; to all of which 
the cautious and prudent practitioner ought 


ſtrictly to attend. 


Pediluvium determines alſo to the ſurface, 
encourages a larger {hare of the blood from 
the head and ſuperior parts, to the lower ; 1s 

Hh 3 generally, 
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generally followed by ſleep, relieves delirium, 
moderates the cough, and removes ſickneſs 
at the ſtomach, from the great ſympathy be. 
tween this organ, and all parts of the body ; 
but . eſpecially with the ſurface. Hence I 
frequently ordered it, and with advantage; 
but at firſt I was timid, conſidering the di- 
ſeaſe of a more inflammatory nature, than a 
little practice taught me it was, and there- 
fore, never ſuffered the patient to ſit in the 
water above a few minutes; but from its in- 

ducing a quiet night's reſt, and was often 
followed by a gentle diaphoreſis, when aſſiſted 
with a few drops of antimonial wine, I con- 
tinued it in many caſes to near half an hour, 
taking care not to keep the water at ſo high 
a degree of heat, as to create too much ſti- 
mulus, and produce an increaſed action in 
the arterious ſyſtem. This is another reme- 
dy, powerful in producing different, and 
even oppoſite effects, according to the mode 
of its application, as is well known to prac- 


titioners. 


1 ſay nothing of bliſters, as I had ſeldom 
occaſion to uſe them in my practice. Others, 
I find 
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I find, often tried them with good effects. 


Where vertigo or delirium occur, or where 
the breathing is difficult, they will doubtleſs 
have their utility, as alſo where langour pre- 


vails, They may raiſe the pulſe where it is 


thought too low, by rouſing the vis vitalis to 
greater action, or they may remove topical 
congeſtion. Though a bliſter may draw off 
but a ſmall quantity of ſerum, yet much re- 
lief may be derived from it to the turgid veſ- 
ſels. This will readily be granted, when we 
conſider, how large a portion of the finer 
veſſels, ſo ſmall a quantity as even half an 
ounce will fill ; and how great an alteration 
will take place from thence in the balance 
of the ſyſtem, by an over proportion to this 
amount in a given ſpace ; but whether their 
chief uſe was as evacuants, or antiſpamodics, 
it is affirmed, they were followed by happy 
effects in this epidemic. ' 


Practitioners in various parts found the 
bark uſeful. I doubt not but it was where 
the diſeaſe put on more of the appearance of 
an intermittent, or remittent, and where it 


was accompanied with ſymptoms of putrel- 
cency, 
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cency, which ſeveral affirmed it to be. In 
low ſituations, ſuch as the fenny parts of 
Cambridgeſhire and Lincolnſhire, where ſe- 
vers from marſh effluvia are endemic, the 
bark, and antiſeptics, and tonics, muſt be 
more requiſite than in drier ſituations ; but 
I forbear offering any farther remarks on the 
method of cure, for the ſame reaſon I omitted 
mentioning the other concomitant ſymp- 
toms. | 


Although the diſeaſe conſidered ſimply in 
itſelf, may be looked upon as of little con- 
ſequence, ſince it was often mild, and ſeldom 
fatal, if not improperly treated, either by 
bleeding, or by the uſe of too heating and 
- irritating medicines, or by entire neglect, 
yet its cauſes, progreſs, and mode of attack 
may not be deemed altogether unworthy the 
attention of the medical philoſopher ; and to 
afford ſome hints in furthering this enquiry, 
was my principle reaſon for collecting che 


foregoing. 


I ought however to apologize for my pro- 
xity on a ſubject where ſo much has already 
been 
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been ſaid ; but as I had early committed to 
paper a few thoughts on it, and laid them 
before the public“, I judged it expedient to 
continue my reſearches, that I might be the 


better enabled to ſupply things omitted in my 


former publication f. 


TIC LE  XAXVEL 


Obſervations on Cancers, by HENRY FEARON, 
Surgeon to the Surrey Diſpenſary, and F. M. S. 


Read September 22, 1788. 


T* a paper of this kind, it is naturally ex- 
pected, that ſomething ſhould be ſaid 
concerning the cauſe, origin, and nature of 
the diſeaſe. Were I capable of throwing 
any light on this ſubjeR, it would give me 
inexpreſſible pleaſure to gratify this Society 
with a full and minute account. But I feel 


* Vide Short Acccount of Influenza, by R, Hamilton, 
1782. 

+ For want of room in this Volume, the ſecond Me- 
moir on the Influenza is poſtponed. 
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myſelf incompetent to ſuch an undertaking. 
Were I even to enter into the theoretical 
ideas of different authors, I fear I ſhould take 
up the time of the Society, without afford. 
ing inſtruction. And to recapitulate here 
what I have publiſhed on this ſubject, would 
be very unneceſſary, as I have there candid- 
ly acknowledged myſelf only converſant in 
the operative treatment of the diſeaſe, the 
nature and ſucceſsful medical treatment of 
which, every modeſt practitioner in phyſic 
will - readily acknowledge himſelf unac- 
quainted with. If, therefore, I venture to 
hazard the opinion I þave for ſome time 
been inclined to entertain of inflammation 
being the cauſe of cancer, or, in other words, 
that it is always connected with the diſeaſe, 
in a greater or leſs degree, it is more with a 
deſign to excite the opinions of other prac- 
titioners, than from the vain attempt to elu- 
cidate perfectly a complaint hitherto en- 
veloped in obſcurity. For from obſtructions, 
external injury, &c. inflammation in ſome 
degree enſues, and I am inclined to think, that 
were we to treat cancerous complaints, at an 
early period, as proceeding from inflamma- 

tion, 
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tion, without entering into whimſical or ab- 
ſtruſe reveries concerning the remote, latent, 
or prediſponent cauſe of cancer, we would 
be much more ſucceſsful in practice. To 
this opinion and practice, I was led by the 
incident I have mentioned in the firſt of the 
following caſes ; and judging that from the 
ceſſation of the menſtrual evacuation, there 
would for ſome time after be a greater quan- 
tity of blood in the conſtitution than it had 
been accuſtomed to bear, I thought advan- 
tage would be derived from ſubſtituting an 
artificial evacuation inſteadof that which had 
ceaſed, | 


On this head I decline entering into the 
doctrine of plethora, being ſolicitous only to 
throw even the ſmalleſt ray of light on the 
practical part, leaving the theoretical to thoſe 
of ſuperior abilities, to whoſe department it 
more properly belongs“; and the more I re- 


flect 


* That inflammation is either the proximate cauſe of 
cancer, or always attends it, I am ſtrongly inclined to be- 
lieve. But whether this inflammation reſults from ple- 
thora, from obſtruction, from the ſtructure of the part, or 
from ſome particular excitement therein, I do not preſume 
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flect on all the practice I have ſeen, the more 
it tends to confirm me in this opinion: for 
in all caſes where I have ſeen ſolanum, mer. 
cury, martial flowers, or arſenic given, they 
did harm ; and if from cicuta or opium any 
advantages appeared to enſue, they were but 
of ſhort duration, | 


The cure is very fimple, and conſiſts in 
bleeding, either topical or general, accord- 
ing to the ſeat of the complaint or part at- 
fected, | 


In the beginning of ſcirrhous affections of 
the breaſt and teſtis, the mode I have adopted 
of taking away blood, is by leeches repeat- 
edly applied to the parts. In this courle, 
however, I have often been interrupted by 
the'topical inflammation, produced by theſe. 
animals, around the parts where they faſten- 


to determine. If it can be made appear, that bleeding has 
removed a cancerous diſeaſe, I ſhall content myſelf with 
the importance of the fact, leaving the ſolution to phy ſio- 

logiſts. And the more I reflect on all the practice I have 


ſeen, the more it tends to confirm me in the opinion, that 
it has produced, and is capable of producing under certain 
eircumſtances, this very deſirable effect. 

ed, 


* 
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ed. In delicate female habits, IJ have often 
loſt a week before I could proceed to the re- 
application of them. When the ſymptoms 
lead me to ſuſpect the ſtomach, uterus, or 
any of the viſcera, to be ſo affected, that the 
complaint either is, or moſt probably ſoon 
will become cancerous, I then have recourſe 
to general bleedings. But whether topical 
or general, perſeverance for a ſufficient 
length of time is neceſſary. Though the 
pulſe never indicated ſuch practice, yet the 


patients have not ſuffered by repeated bleed- 


ings; on the contrary, when they paſled a 
certain time of loſing blood, they felt a return 
of their ſymptoms, and of their own accord 
defired to be bled again. To this plan or 
practice of repeated bleedings, I joined a 
milk and vegetable diet, avoiding wine, ſpi- 
rits, and fermented hquors, an open belly, 
and ſaturnine applications; I will give ſome 
caſes by way of illuſtrating the practice more 
to the readers ſatisſaction. 


A poor woman about fifty years of age, 
was admitted a patient at the Surrey Diſpen- 
lary ; ſhe ſaid ſhe had long been in a bad 
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ſtate of health, the cauſe of which ſhe could 
not attribute to any irregularity in living. 
She was of a delicate habit of body, and not 
accuſtomed to the uſe of ſpirituous liquors. 
She ſuſpected that her complaints originated 
from her having been expoſed for ſome time 
to the inclemency of the weather in 1785, in 
in an open yard, as ſhe found herſelf gene- 
rally indiſpoſed at that time, and went to 
bed, having taken ſomething warm, with the 
view of promoting the uſual diſcharge (of 
which ſhe had not any appearance for ſix 
weeks), and alſo to relieve a ſickneſs and 
pain at her ſtomach and back, ſymptoms 
which ſhe ſuppoſed to have ariſen from the 
obſtruction of her menſes. But in this flat- 
tering hope ſhe was much diſappointed, as 
they never after appeared, and her pains con- 
tinued gradually to encreaſe (and to uſe her 
own words, extend all over her bowels, par- 
ticularly after eating. Theſe ſymptoms con- 
tinued without any intermiſſion (except of a 
few days at times) for ſixteen months, during 
which time ſhe had repeatedly applied to 
ſeveral regular as well as itinerant prac- 


titioners, without meeting with the leaſt re- 
gs 
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other remedy that had been tried, only en- 
creaſed her complaints. 


In the ſummer 1786, I firſt ſaw her at her 
lodgings in the Mint, with her head and 
ſhoulders raiſed, reſpiration being difficult; 
ſhe was moſt amazingly reduced in fleſh; her 
urine was {mall in quantity, and high colour- 
ed; ſhe complained of thirſt, was coſtive, 
her pulſe ſmall and frequent. Her com- 
plexion was of a cancerous hue ; ſhe com- 
plained of cold fits, attended with ſhiverings, 
and of a ſwelling on the right fide of her 
belly, on examination of which I found the 
abdomen was conſiderably diſtended by the 
diſeaſe, which I diſtinctly felt conſiderably 
indurated. As I have already obſerved, ſhe 
was very much emaciated ; her appetite had 
been on the decline for ſome time before I 
ſaw her; no ſolids would lie on her ſtomach, 
as a vomiting enſued ſoon after eating, at- 
tended with a diſcharge of blood, and very 
acrid offenſive matter. Purgatives had the 
ſame unhappy effect, ſo that her body was 


neceſſarily kept open by clyſters only; and 
ſhe 
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ſhe was nouriſhed by liquids. All theſe 
lymptoms encreaſed for ſome time after I ſaw 
her, when death eaſed her of the load of life, 
and freed her from ſufferings that exceed all 
deſcription. 


Leave being obtained to open the body, 
the ſtomach was found to be the part diſeaſed, 
the great extremity was of a natural appear- 
ance ; but contained a great quantity of a 
ane coloured fluid, ſo extremely of. 
fenſive, that the ſmell of it produced im- 
mediate ſickneſs, even to thoſe accuſtomed 
to every kind of diſſection. The middle of 
the ſtomach, ſmall extremity, and pylorus, 
formed a compound maſs, which was cloſely 
united to all the neighbouring parts. On the 
middle and fore part of the ſtomach; there 
was an ulcer of about the ſize of half a 
crown, with uneven ragged edges, through 
which ſome of the fluid was diſcharged into 
the cavity of the abdomen. The duodenum, 
ducts, and gall bladder, all adhered ſtrongly 
to the liver, and formed a maſs of great ſize. 
On being laid open, it diſcovered an exten- 
five cavity, with large cancerous knobs ap- 
pearing 
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pearing on its ſurface. But whether this 
was the original cavity of the ſmall extremity 
of the ſtomach, or of that part of the duo- 
denum, running in its neighbourhood, or of 
the general adhering maſs deſtroyed by in- 
ternal ulceration, is difficult to ſay. - 


Remarks, 


The narrative of a caſe which is beyond 
the reach of our art, is not a pleaſing under- 
taking. A cancer of the ſtomach is one of 
thoſe melancholy caſes, which is beyond the 
{kill of the moſt eminent of our profeſſion ;; 


yet, as it is the duty of practitioners to avail / 


themſelves of every opportunity of deter- 
mining the preciſe nature of diſorders by 
diſlection, and of communicating them to 
the public, this caſe, and four other cancer- 
ous affections of the ſtomach, in my collec- 
tion of diſeaſes, any gentleman of the So- 
ciety, who will do me the honour of calling 
at my houſe, may examine; they are much 
more extenſive than any I have met with in 
any other collection, or read of, either in 
Morgagni, Bonetus, or any other. Theſe 

Vs 1 1 caſes 
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482 
caſes, therefore, may-not be unacceptable to 
the Society, eſpecially as I Hatter myſelf I 
have by accident been able to throw ſome 
light on the nature, treatment, and preven- 
tion of this loathſome diſeaſe ; which I ſhall 
give in a brief ſtatement, juſt as the facts oc- 
curred. 


Another reaſon, I might add, that three |} 
ladies who had apparently incipient can- 
cerous affections of the ſtomach, who have 
by this means been cured, have requeſted 


that the ſymptoms and treatment might be 
made public. 


„„ 


Ix the year 1784, a lady in Clifford -ſtreet, 
conſulted me about a lump ſhe had juſt diſ- 
covered in her right breaſt ; the firſt ſymp- 
toms ſhe ſaid was a ſtretching fulneſs in the 
part, attended with an oppreſſion at the ſto- 
mach. As theſe complaints were but ſlight, 
and exactly ſimilar to thoſe ſhe had been ac- 

cuſtomed 
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enſtomed to, preceding the appearance of her 
menſes, or what uſually ſucceeded concep- 
tion, ſhe did not think it neceſſary to take 
an opinion of her caſe for a fortnight after- 
wards, when an increaſed hardneſs attended, 
with a darting pricking pain, particularly 
after being handled, very juſtly alarmed her. 
She was forty- nine years of age, and had no 
appearance of the catamenia for ſix weeks 
before ſhe had perceived the lump, which 
was clearly a ſcirrhus forming that muſt 
in a little time require an operation. Be- 
tween the ſeventh and eighth week from the 
former appearance, ſhe had a plentiful 
flow of the catamenia, which laſted longer 
than uſual, during which time the lump ſub- 
ſided, and the pain went off entirely. We 


were agreeably ſurpriſed, and attributed the 


cure to the return of the menſes; and we 
agreed, when theſe ceaſed entirely, if her 
complaints returned afterwards, to ſubſtitute 
bleeding, to the amount of three or four 
ounces, every fix weeks or two months, to 
keep her body open, and make her live ab- 
ſtemiouſly, by which ſhe has remained free 
from a relapſe theſe three years. FE 
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I have met with a great many caſes ſince, 
at the ceſſation of the menſes, ſimilar to that 
mentioned, which I have treated with the 
ſame luccels. 


Ca it i 


ELIZABETH RoBins0N, being admitted 

a patient at the Surrey Diſpenſary, in April 
1784, ſaid ſhe kept a coal-ſhed in Bermond- 
 ſey-ſtreet; and that ſhe had for fix months 
been afflicted with a ſwelling and pain in her 
breaſt; that ſhe heard it was cancerous, and 
deſired my aſſiſtance. The tumor was in- 
compreſſibly hard to the touch, and gave her 
very acute pain, after being handled; the 
nipple was contracted, and the veins of the 
ſkin varicous ; the lancenating and darting 
pains encreaſed with the diſeaſe, Being 
perfectly ſatisſied that it was a true ſcirrhus, 
I put her under a courſe of cicuta in as large 
quantities as ſhe could poſſibly bear, guard- 
ing againſt its narcotic effects, and applying 
the 
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the Ag. Veg. Min. externally. By theſe means 
and a proper regimen being obſerved, ſhe 
thought herſelf relieved for a time; but at 
the end of eight weeks, not receiving a cure, 
ſhe became tired of my preſcriptions, gave up 
her letter of recommendation unknown to 
me, and I heard no more of her for two 
months, when ſhe returned and gave me the 
following account ; viz. She had been in- 
formed, that the gentlemen of the Weſtmin- 
ſter Infirmary were famous for the cure of 
cancerous complaints, that ſhe had been two 
months under the care of Mr. Juſtamond, 
without experiencing much relieſ, and there- 
fore was returned to ſubmit to whatever I 
thought proper. I immediately took her 


under my care, put her upon a milk and ve- 


getable diet, and ordered four leeches to be 
applied every ſecond day. This plan ſoon 
produced a diminution of the ſize of the di- 
ſeaſe, pain, and all its concomitant ſymp- 
toms; and in nine weeks ſne returned thanks 
to Mr. Johnſon, the Governor who recom- 
mended' her, being perfectly cured. From 
the loſs of blood ſhe became very thin and 


pale, inſomuch that her acquaintance appre- 
hended 
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hended ſhe was become conſumptive, and 
adviſed her not to loſe any more blood. But 
the uncommon benefit. ſhe experienced, in- 
duced her to perſevere, and ſhe ſoon reco- 
vered her health and vigor, which ſhe has 
enjoyed without the leaſt interruption ever 
ſince. | 


In a converſation with Mr. Juſtamond 
upon this caſe, he candidly acknowledged he 
had given the martial flowers and corroſive 
ſublimate, without the wiſhed-for ſucceſs, 


EASE wo. 


I was conſulted by Mr. —, aged fifty- 
one, for a ſcirrhous of the teſticle, which 
had been two years forming, during which 
time, the ſize, weight and pain, had conſider- 
ably encreaſed. The ſpermatic chord was a 
Iittle thickened, and the teſticle hard and 

conſiderably enlarged. ' The darting pains 
' were ſo frequent at times as to deprive him 


of 
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of his natural reſt. The caſe having been 
ſuſpected to be venereal, he had been put 
under a well-conducted courſe of mercury 
for five weeks, which only encreaſed his 


complaints. Being an inhabitant of Col- 


cheſter, ſea-bathing was fully and fairly tried 
without the leaſt good effect, on the ſup- 
poſition that his diſeaſe was ſcrophulous. 


On his application to. me, I did not 
entertain a doubt concerning the nature 
of his complaint, and therefore ordered 
ten ounces of blood from the arm, and 
leeches to be applied to the part at leaſt 
thrice a week. To this I joined an ab- 
ſtemious regimen, and kept his body open. 
This plan was continued only ten weeks 
(during which time he was occaſionally ſeen 
by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Beal, an India ſur- 
geon, and Mr. Day of Colcheſter) when he 
was perfectly cured, 


CASE 
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. 
A very delicate female, of reſ pectable 


family, only nineteen years of age, who had 
not been married, was attacked with a ſick- 
neſs at her ſtomach, attended with frequent 
vomitings, and pain in the region of her 
loins, which was encreaſed on bending her 
body forward. She alſo complained of great 
pain about the uterus, which ſhe deſcribed 
to be conſtant, extending down her thighs, 
with a frequent propenſity to diſcharge her 
- urine, in paſſing which, ſhe ſuffered con- 
ſiderable pain; it alſo ſtopped ſuddenly, the 
pain continuing for ſome time after. She 
had likewiſe a diſcharge of mugus from 
the urethra, accompanied with ſtraining 
and uneaſineſs. Her pulle was quick and 
low (about ninety) as in hethc fever; 
her tongue white. She was ſometimes col- 
tive, and at other times ſubject to a di- 
arrhæa, which continued for ſome days. 
Her phyſician, a gentleman of the very 
firſt eminence in town, preſcribed for her, 
and defired ſhe might be examined with 
the ſound, as the ſymptoms gave reaſon, 
10 
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to ſuſpect there was a ſtone in the bladder. 


I accordingly examined her, but no ſtone 


was felt. The lymptoms continuing and 
encreaſing in violence, the Doctor prevailed 
on the lady to ſubmit to a ſecond examina- 
tion, which ſhe complied with, but ſtill no 
ſtone could be found. To thele complaints 
were added, during the laſt four months of 
our patient's life, the uſual ſymptoms attend- 
ing on hectic patients. 


I obtained leave to open the body, and, on 


examination, found the viſcera of the abdo- 
men and thorax perfectly free from the leaſt 
appearance of diſeaſe. But on viewing the 


peritoneum, extending over the uterus and 


bladder, I diſcovered marks of inflamma- 
tion; and, on further examination, found 
all the contents of the pelvis conſiderably 
inflamed. Having laid open the urethra 
and bladder, I found the inflammation ge- 


neral and uniform throughout both, wich- 


out the leaſt appearance of a ſtone. 


On opening the uterus, I found a ſcirrhus 
of the cervix uteri, which unravelled the 
| cauſe 
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cauſe of our patient's death, and which 
had produced the inflammatory appearance 
throughout the contents of the pelvis. 


I have thought proper to record this caſe, 
as a very important one; becauſe it proves, 
that at a very early period indeed, this diſeaſe 
may prove fatal. We ſhould therefore be 
ſo far on our guard, to expect the exiſtence 
of this diſeaſe at any period of life, when 
the ſymptoms lead us to form ſuch opinion ; 
which, had we done in this caſe, we might 
probably have ſaved our patient, by adopt- 
ing the plan I have juſt ventured to recom- 
mend. Another circumſtance, in this caſe, 
highly deſerving attention is, that a diſeaſe 
of the uterus, may produce ſymptoms, very 
ſimilar to thoſe of a ſtone in the bladder. 


Concluſion. 


To thoſe very important facts of bleeding, 
being a ſpecific, in the early ſtages of ſcir- 
rhous complaints, I muſt alſo add, that even 
in apparently reduced and ſhattered conſtitu- 


tions, when the diſeaſe has been of long con- 
| tinuance, 
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tinuance, attended with affections of the 


lungs, ſeirrhus of the kidnies, liver, or any 
of the viſcera ; and laſtly, with cholicky pains 
in the bowels, a cadaverous countenance, 
becoming yellow, wan, and fallow, the diſeaſe 
being entirely beyond operation, cicuta and 
opium failing in their uſual heavenly effects, 
ſmall bleedings have the moſt happy, the 
moſt immediate, and the moſt deſirable good 


effects, in mitigating the ſufferings of the 


patient, whoſe approaching fate we are un- 
able to prevent. 


To thoſe caſes many more might be ad- 
ded ; but I think the facts ſufficient: in 
confirmation of which, I have the pleaſure 
to inform the Society, that any member who 
will call on me, may have occular demon- 
ſtration of three caſes I have at preſent un- 


der my care, which are yielding to this 
method of cure. 


APPENDIX. 


Some Account of the Effetts of Lightning, by 
Mr. J. PARKINsO, of Hoxton, Surgeon, 
and F. M. S. 


Read February 4, 1787. 


LTHOUGH the circumſtances related 
in the following paper, may not merit 
attention, either from their novelty or curio- 
ſity, yet it is hoped they will not be thought 
entirely uſeleſs and unintereſting, as, perhaps, 
by being compared with other accounts of 


ſimilar accidents, they may afford ſome ſmall 


aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance in the inveſtigation of the nature 
of the electric fluid, and of its mode of a&- 
ing upon the animal ſyſtem. 


During a violent ſtorm, which happened 
on Tueſday, July 17, 1787, a houſe in Crab- 
tree-Row, near Shoreditch Church, was much 
damaged by the lightning; two men, alſo, 
one of whom was within the houſe, the 

other paſſing by, were ſtruck by it at the 


ſame time, 


My attendance being requeſted, I imme- 
diately repaired to the houſe, which I had 
no ſooner entered, than I was diſagreeably 
affected by a ſtrong ſulphurous ſmell, which, 
although it was, according to the accounts 
of the perſons preſent, conſiderably leſſened, 
was yet extremely pungent, and very different 
from that peculiar odour produced by the 
electrical machine, even when batteries 
of conſiderable magnitude have been diſ- 
charged; the ſmell, in the preſent inſtance, 
more reſembling that which is occaſioned 


by the burning of ſulphur. 


My 
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My attention was firſt called to the man 


who was paſſing by the houſe when the 


lightning ſtruck him; he had been taken up 
to all appearance dead, and by the accounts 
of the neighbours, had remained in that 
ſtate upwards of a quarter of an hour; but, 
when I ſaw him, the vital organs had reſumed 
their functions, although ſo very imperfectly 
as to render the circumſtance of their having 
been ſuſpended, highly credible : reſpiration 
was performed with much difficulty and ir- 
regularity; and the circulation of the blood 
ſtill carried on fo partially as not to be diſ- 
coverable at all by the pulſe in the lower ex- 
tremities ; nor, without extreme attention, 
in the arteries at the wriſt, although the pul- 
{ation of the carotids, at the ſame time, was 
not perceptibly different from that which 
might be ſuppoſed to be natural. His head 
was bent conſiderably backwards, in which 
ſtate it remained immoveable, notwithſtand- 
ing his endeavours, and thoſe of his attend- 
ants, to bring it forward. His countenance 
was fluſhed; and his eyes, which he had al- 
moſt loſt the power of moving, were red, 
and, in conſequence of their not being both 


directed 
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directed to the ſame object, appeared wild 


and ſtaring, which appearance was farther 
increaſed by the eyelids being widely opened, 
and the pupils conſiderably dilated. His 
hands aud legs reſembled thoſe of a corple, 
being exceſſively cold, and of a dark livid 
colour, nearly approaching to black. A 
large. red {treak appeared on his right fide, 
and ſeveral leſſer ones on his legs, the ſkin 
in all thoſe places being evidently ſcorched. 


He complained of a total loſs of ſenſe and 
motion in the lower extremities, and of much 


pain in the head and cheſt ; which laſt was 
aggravated by a frequent cough, by which a 
conſiderable quantity of blood was thrown 


up. 


The ſymptoms appearing to me to point 
out a congeſtion of blood in the head and 
lungs, ſix ounces of blood were taken from 
the arm, though with much difficulty; con- 
ſtant friction of the arm being found neceſ- 
ſary to produce the diſcharge of even this 
quantity, by which, however, the head and 
cheſt were much relieved. He was then 


put to bed, between the blankets, his legs 
and 
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and hands being wrapped in flannels, wetted 
with volatile liniment, and a draught was 
given him, containing 18 grains of the vola- 
tile alkaline ſalt, which was waſhed down 


with half a pint of weak brandy and water, 


as hot as could be drank : an univerſal ſweat 
ſoon broke out, which was followed by an 
eaſy ſleep, from which he awoke ſo much 
relieved, that, when I ſaw him, two hours 
after, his head and cheſt being free from pain, 


the ſpitting of blood ſtopped, the muſcles at 


the back of the neck relaxed, and the uſe of 
the limbs reſtored, I had him removed in a 
coach to his own houſe at Limehouſe *. 


The other man was in a ſhop, up one pair 
of ſtairs, and near the window, at the time 
of the accident. He laid ſenſeleſs, I was in- 
formed, for ſome minutes, but, when I ſaw 
him, he was conſiderably recovered. Like 
his fellow ſufferer, he complained of pain in 
his head and cheſt, and difficulty of breath- 
ing, but he had no ſpitting of blood. His 


I have ſince been informed by him, that a pain came 


on ſo violent in his hands and legs, as to confine him for 
a fortnight afterwards. 


Vol. II. K k on 


* N — 2 — a 4 * 2 of — 
- — * 2 Tm * 8 * 4 92 — 8 r * , 
_— ay - 2 5 — 
— — — 2 — —œ — 
j > - —y i 1 


498 APPEND I XxX. 


hands had the ſame cadaverous appearance 
which was obſervable in the lower extremi- 
ties of the other man; and, if poſſible, in a 
greater degree, as the fingers towards their 

ends were ſhrivelled and black; his legs, alſo, 
yVere affected in the ſame manner, but in a 
leſs degree. A red ſtreak, about two inches 
wide, paſſed down his right ſide, from which, 
on each ſide, ſeveral ramifications branched 
out, exactly repreſenting, in figure, thoſe 
vivid corruſcations, which are fo frequently 
ſeen to fly off, from any little pointed ele- 
vation on the ſurface of an electriſed inſu- 
lated conductor. A ſimilar, but leſſer ſtreak, 
with ſimilar branches, appeared on his right 
arm, and om the fore part of each leg and 
thigh; from all theſe he felt conſiderable 
burning pain. One of his ſleeve buttons was 
melted, but his wriſt was not in the leaſt 
- burnt, the ſkin being only diſcoloured, 
-as if with ſmoke. One of his buckles 
was alſo melted” in two places, in the part 
.nearer the leg, and in that neareſt the toes, 
by which his foot was rather deeply burnt. 
He was treated in every reſpect like his fel- 
— low ſufferer, and with the ſame beneficial 


effects. 
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ellects. By the next day he was entirely 
free from all his complaints, except the 
burning pain which he ſtill felt where the 
lightning had ſo beautifully marked him; 
this, however, was ſoon leſſened by the ule 
of a ſaturnine lotion; the ſtreaks becoming, 
in two days time, of a browniſh colour, and, 
in a feu days more, no other veſtige remained 
than the roughneſs of the cuticle, which was 


then peeling off. 


Upon examining the houſe, the tiles were 
found to have been broken by the lightning 
in ſeveral places; the frame of a ſaſh window 
on the ground floor, was ſplit, where the 
hinges were fixed, and one of the hinges 
was driven, at its upper end, nearly half an 
inch into the wood; whilſt the lower end 
was, with the nails, raiſed up to about the 
ſame diſtance, the iron 'at this end being 
evidently melted. The glaſs was broken, 
and the lead of the ſhop windows, up one 
pair of ſtairs, melted in ſo many places, as to 
ſhew plainly, that the lightning had taken its 
courſe, in ſeven or eight different lines, on 
the outfide of the houſe, as indeed might 

K k 2 have 
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have been expected, from the houſe having 
been wetted by the preceding ſhower “. 
Wherever the lightning had changed its 
conducting ſubſtance, there it had left evi- 
dent marks of its power ; and this appeared 
to be in proportion to the difference of con- 
ducting power between the two ſubſtances ; 
thus, by its paſſage: from the bricks to the 
wood, but little injury was done ; but when 
it reached the iron hinges, the wood was 
ſplit and the iron melted : and again, where 
it had paſſed from the frame of the window 
to the lead, the lead was melted; and the 
glaſs broken, and covered with a black im- 

palpable powder. ** 


One circumſtance which was obſervable 
in each of the men, merits more particular 
attention, as it ſeems to mark plainly the 
mode in which lightning affects the animal 

ſyſtem; the circumſtance alluded to, is the 


# It is well known, that if the electric ſpark be made to 
| paſs over a non- conducting ſubſtance, the ſurface of which 
is thinly covered with water, the ſtream of electric fire 
will be ſplit into ſeveral leſſer ones, which will paſs on to 
the neareſt conducting ſubſtances. 


change 


APPENDIX. 501 


change of colour which took place in the 
extremities : theſe, when I firſt ſaw them 
were, as I have already ſaid, nearly black; 
but, upon friction being uſed to them, they 


became of a deadly white, which hue they 


preſerved as long as the friction was con- 
tinued; but upon the omiſſion of that, 
the former colour returned. From this cir- 
cumſtance aroſe a very ſingular appearance 
on the legs of the younger of the men; for, 


previous to friction being uſed to them, the 


ramifications, which were then of a deep 
crimſon, were diſplayed on a dark purple 
ground; but after the legs had been rubbed 
a few ſeconds, the ground became white, and 


the branches of a pale pink. 


May it not be ſuppoſed, from the above 
appearances, that the blood veſſels of the 
limbs had ſo far loſt their contractile power, 
in conſequence of the exceſſive action pro- 
duced immediately before, by the violence of 


the ſtimulus which had been applied, that 


the arteries were no longer able to protrude 
the blood; but remaining inactive, or nearly 


ſo, ſuffered the blood to paſs into them, 
K kg which 
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which required the aid of friction, to urge 
it back through the weins to the heart > 
That the electric fluid acts as a ſtimulus up- 
on the animal ſyſtem, muſt, I believe, be 
allowed; but that its ſtimulating effects are 
more tranſient, and the ſucceeding ſtate of 
debility conſequently more rapidly produced, 
than what reſults from the application of any 
other known ſtimulus, muſt, I think, be alſo 
allowed. Strongly illuſtrative of this were 
the effects which followed the application of 
electricity to a youth, Who was drowned; 
he had been under water upwards of one 
hour, and two hours more had been ſpent in 
fruitleſsly attempting to procure his recovery. 
At this time I ſaw him, and having in my 
pocket a portable electrical machine, I was 
induced to make trial of the effects of electri- 
city; as ſoon therefore as a ſmall charge of 
the phial was ſuppoſed: to be procured, I. 
to try the ſtrength of the charge, took the 
ſnock, making one arm of the youth a part 
of the circuit made by the electrical fluid; 
the ſhock to me was trivial, but its effects 
on the arm of the corple ſurprized me; for 
the arm, hand and fingers, which were ex- 

; tended, 


# 
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tended, were, as if convulfively, bent at 
every joint; the diſcharge of the phial was 
repeated, but with much leſs effect; and by 
a third diſcharge, ſcarcely any ſenſible ef- 
ſes were produced; nor after this could 
any alteration be diſcovered, although ſeve- 
ral much ſtronger charges were made to paſs 
through the arm. The quantity of irrita- 
bility, therefore, which had been fo ſtrongly 
retained for upwards of three hours after 
death, was, by three diſcharges of the phial, 


exhauſted in as many minutes. 


A MAN about forty-five years of age, 
applied to me on account of a trifling hurt 
on his ſhin, obſerving, that he had been but 
too liable to ſuch accidents, fince he had had 
the misfortune to loſe his fight. On aſking 
him the cauſe of his blindneſs, he informed 
me, that about ſeven months before, he had 


been ſent one ſtormy night, by his maſter, a- 


farmer at Edmonton, to houſe ſome cattle; 
and 
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and that whilſt he was in the field, a flaſh of 


lightning, of amazing brightneſs, came acroſs 
his face, and at the ſame inſtant he heard a 


loud clap of thunder; that he was ſtruck 


down, and unable to riſe for ſome ſeconds, 
but was not deprived of his ſenſes in the 
leaſt ; that he immediately felt exceſſive pain 
in his eyes, which, however, ſoon went 
off; but that he had ever ſince been entire- 
ly deprived of his fight. Never having had 
an opportunity of examining the eyes of 
any one, who had been ſaid to have been 
ſtricken blind by lightning, I defired him to 
let me examine his eyes, to which he readily 
conſented. The eyelids were very cloſely 
ſhut, and had rather the appearance of a flat, 
than a convex ſurface, which induced me to 
expect I ſhould find the eyes themſelves con- 
ſiderably leſſened in their dimenſions, if not 
totally deſtroyed. After ſeveral unſucceſſ- 
ful attempts to force open the eyelids, I was 
ſo entirely foiled, that I ſhould have deſiſted, 
had not the man himſelf anxiouſly preſſed 
me. to make another trial; I therefore 
. renewed my endeavours, and at length 
forced them open ſo far that I could diſ- 

tinctly 
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tinctly perceive the eye ſtill retained its na- 
tural figure, and that the cornea was ftill 
bright and tranſparent, but the pupil was 
exceedingly contratted. The moment the 
eyelids were raiſed from before the pu- 
pil, he cried out in ecſtaſy that he ſaw the 
light; but added, that it gave him ſuch 
acute pain that he could not bear it any 
longer, and begged that the eyelid might be 
ſuffered to cloſe; he had ſeen, he ſaid; a 
blaze of light, as bright as that which had 
firſt deſtroyed his fight. After reſting a few 
minutes, he intreated me to force them open 
again, that he might once more ſee the 
light; I therefore again repeated my at- 
tempts, and with ſtill greater ſucceſs, as 'I 
now opened them wider, with leſs force, 
| than J had before been obliged to employ. 
The contraction of the eyelids, which im- 
mediately ſucceeded, ſeemed alſo to be leſs 
violent ; but he could not yet diſtinguiſh 
any particular object, owing to the anguiſh 
he felt as ſoon as the light darted on the re- 
tina; nor was it until this troubleſome ope- 
ration had been repeated ſeven or eight 


times, that he could diſtinguiſh the frame of 


the 
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the window. The contraction of the eye. 
lids being much leſſened, and a ſlight inflam- 
mation of each eye having come on, we, 
for. that time, deſiſted from any further ef. 
forts. The eyes were ordered to be con- 
ſtantly bathed with cold water, and as the 
violence of the ſpaſm was evidently leſſened, 
by the application of external force, he was 
recommended to force them open two or 
three times in the remaining part of that 
day. 


When I ſaw him the next day, the inflam- 
mation was much leſſened, and viſion was 
tolerably diſtin, and accompanied with 
conſiderably leſs pain; the diſpoſition in 
the eyelids to contract, was alſo ſo much 
leflened, that very little external force was 
neceſſary to open them. In two or three 
days more, he had recovered the free mo- 
_ of the eyelids, and excepting an ex- 
ceſſive ſenſibility of the tetina, which ſtill 
remained, was without complaint. | 


It ſeems as if the exceſſive brightneſs and 


ſudden flaſh of the lightning, had brought on 
ſo 


4 


ſo ſtrong a contraction of the orbiculares 


palpebrarum, that it ended in a ſpaſm of 
thoſe muſcles, which ſpaſm continued until 


overcome by external force, | 


An Account of ſeveral Phenomena, which oc- 
curred upon opening the Body of a Female In- 
fant of premature Birth, who died a few 
Hours after Delivery, by T. Por E, Surgeon, 


F. M. 8. to which is annexed an Engraving . 


of the Uterus, 
Read September 22, 1788. 


I WAS induced to open the body of this 
infant, from obſerving an unuſual en- 
largement in the region of the liver, which 
viſcus proved to be conſiderably larger than 


is uſual even in the fetal ſtate. In examin- 


ing the other abdominal viſcera, I found 
but one kidney, and that on the right fide ; 
and in the place of the left was found the 
capſula renalis. Looking into the pelvis, I 


alſo obſerved a luſus naturæ of the uterus 
and 
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and appendages ; the uterus itſelf was of a 
conical figure with its apex incurvated to- 
ward the right fide; and immediately from 
the apex aroſe the right fallopian tube, 
about its natural proportion and figure ; the 
ovarium was alſo on that fide attached to 
the uterus, near its apex. The left fallo- 
pian tube aroſe from the inferior part of 
the cervix uteri, and was nearly twice the 
length of the other; the ovarium at that 
ſide was at a very conſiderable diſtance from 
the uterus. Through the right fallopian 
tube quickſilver paſſed freely into the uterus, 
but not through the left. 


_— —O—q CI —— 
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EXPLANATION of the PLATE, 


The uterus. 

Os uteri. 

A portion of the vagina. 
The right fallopian tube. 
The left fallopian tube. 
The left ovarium. 
The right ovarium. 
The urinary bladder. 
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On the 24th of September, 1 787, Mr. James 
HILL HoorPeR, Surgeon, and one of the 
Secretaries of the Medical Society, commum- 
cated a Caſe of an Hemorrhage from an Ulcer 
on the Penis. 


G T-—, aged about twenty-ſeven 
years, had been taking mercurials of 


his own preſcribing, for a month before he 
applied to me, June the 22d, 1787, for the 
cure of a venereal ulcer, ſituated upon the 
ſuperior part of the glans penis, and nearly 
the ſize of a ſixpence. In about ten minutes 
after he left me, he was obliged to return 
haſtily, in conſequence of a very conſiderable 
hemorrhage from the middle of the ulcer, 
but which was ſoon ſtopped by the applica- 
tion of lint and flour; in the evening it re- 
turned with great violence, and being my- 
ſelf engaged, and my aſſiſtant who was with 
him, not able to ſtop the hemorrhage, Mr. 


Foſter of Broad-ſtreet, was ſent to, who 
Was 
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was ſo obliging as to attend immediately; 
and from having frequently ſeen the good 
effects of the lunar cauſtio in ſimilar caſes, 
very judiciouſly applied it in the preſent, 
over the whole ſurface of the ulcer, with 
apparent good effect; as the hæmorrhage 
was reſtrained for that night, and the two 
following days; on the third it returned 
ſhghtly, but on the fourth very violently. 
Mr. Foſter was again ſent to, and finding 
the above method ineffectual, had recourſe 
to the needle and ligature, by which means 
he ſecured the bleeding veſſel, which re- 
mained in that ſtate for ſome days. 


The patient had by this time loſt a very 
conſiderable quantity of blood, conſequently 
was very much reduced ; we therefore gave 
him the decoction of bark, with elixir of 
vitriol ; but on the 2d of July, another very 
violent hæmorrhage came on, which from, 
his now emaciated ſtate, threatened a ſpeedy 
diflolution, as his pulſe was ſcarce percep- 


tible. 


It 
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It had occurred to me before, to make 
uſe of the ſpunge, which, however, I omitted, 
from an expectation that the other methods 
would have proved ſucceſsful ; but as they 
did not, I now applied a piece of ſponge, 
adapted to the ſize and ſhape of the ulcer, 
which was by this time much encreaſed ; I 
then poured a ſtrong ſolution of Vitr. Cærul. 
in Aqua, upon the whole, which immediate- 
ly ſtopped the hemorrhage. 


My attention was next called to check 
that diſſolved ſtate of his blood, which was 
evidently the cauſe of his repeated bleed- 
ings; for which purpoſe I gave him, beſide 
the bark, which he {till continued the uſe of, 
one mixture with the Sal. Ab/enth. and an- 
other with a ſufficient quantity of Succ. Li- 
mon. to produce an effervelcence in the ſto- 
mach ; and on the following day, I had the 
ſatisfaction to find my patient rather better, 
without the leaſt appearance of hæmorrhage. 
In about ſeven days, the ſponge came away 
without any pain, and left a clean granu- 


. ſurface, which in about three weeks 
perfectly 
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4 perſeQly healed, without any farther, un- 
_ favourable ſymptom. // } . 


| . continued the a of his mn. 
about ten days, and is now perfectly reſtored 
to his health and friends. 
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Two Experiments on the M ecbamſin of Vomiting, 
Supplementary to a Paper lately read before this 

Society on that Subject, and inſerted at page 

250. By Mr. Joun HaicaTton, Surgeon, 
F.M.S. | 


Fe the paper which I had lately the 
honour of reading, I attempted to prove 
that the mechaniſm of vomiting was inexpli- 
cable from any force inherent in the ſtomach: 
and that the moſt violent ſtimuli when ap- 
plied to 1t, either externally or internally 
were inſufficient to produce a' regurgitation 
of its contents, without the concurring efforts 
of the diaphragm and abdominal muſcles. 


It would have been then in order to in- 
inquire whether the aſſiſtance whfch the 
diaphragm 


APPENDIX 31g 
diaphragm and abdominal muſcles afforded, 
was equal to this effect without the ſtomach 
and whether in the affair of vomiting, this 
vilcus be conſidered only as a paſſive organ, 
ds Has been argued by Bayle, Chirac, and 
Duverney: but my attention was at that 
time diverted from this inquiry by the i inter- 
vention of other purſuits. 


Wmile I was engaged on a ſubject, which 
at firſt ſeemed but little allied to the preſent, 
the idea ſuggeſted itſelf. Being about to di- 
vide the par vagum of a living animal, I was 
naturally led to contemplate its diſtribution; 
and to conſider in how great a degree it con- 

tributed to the functions of the ſtomach; and 
likewiſe what changes would be induced upon 
that organ from a Duma of i its influence. 


ph I poke the par vagum about 
the middle of the neck of a dog, and having, 
by careful diſſection, ſeparated it from the 
carotid artery with which it intimately co- 
heres, I cut it through. The ſame was per- 
formed on the oppoſite fide. A very violent 
and diſtreſſing ſickneſs, immediately enſued, 
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great reſtleſaleſs, frequent and violent efforts 
to vomit very ſoon ſupervened, though no 
emetic had been given. During theſe efforts, 
the abdominal muſcles ſeemed to act with 
great force; and notwithſtanding the conti- 
nuance of them for upwards, of two- hours, 
nothing was diſcharged. In A few hours 
afterward he died. 


Upon examining the ſtomach, it contained 
a conſiderable quantity of ſood which had 


been taken about an hour before the experi- 
ment. : 


As the nauſea, which in this inflance 
ſeemed to be the natural conſequence of the 
experiment, was inſufficient to produce 
vomiting: I wiſhed to aſcertain how far 
the torpor which had been induced upon 
this organ by the diviſion of its nerves could 
be ſuſpended; and whether the violent nauſea 
(which had in this inſtance been attended 
with fruitleſs attempts to vomit,) could be 
carried i into effect by the ſtimulus of an aftive 
emetic. 


Exe 
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Experiment. Having divided the par vagum 
of another dog in the manner deſcribed in 
the laſt experiment, ten grains of Emetic 
Tartar, diſſolved in two ounces of water, were 
immediately forced into his ſtomach. The 
ſame reſtleſsneſs and nauſea enſued, but ne- 
ver diſcharged any thing from the ſtomach, 
although frequent attempts were made: at 
length a dyſpnœa ſupervened, and in about 
eight hours he died. 


On examining the ſtomach, its internal 
coat was very much inflamed at its right 
extremity, and about half a pint of reddiſh 
coloured fluid, tinged with blood, was con- 
tamed't in it. 


From the 6 made, both in this 
and in the preceding part of the paper, with 
a view to explain the mechaniſm of vomit- 
ing, t] the Sollowing concluſions are deduced. 


Nil. That the ſtomach, though excited 
by powerful ſtimuli, is unable to diſcharge 
its contents, if the aſſiſtance of the diaphragm 


and abdominal muſcles be taken away. 
LI 2 Second. 
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Second. That the moſt vigorous exertjons 
of the diaphragm and abdominal muſcles, 
unaided by efforts of the ſtomach, are equally 
futile. And id 4 


" Third. That vomiting can * be pro- 
duced by the concurrence of them . 


w 
— 


— 


ä 


dt. 
— — 


The Hiſtory of | Hydatids® diſcharged with the 
Urine, communicated by FEILDING BEST 
F YNNEY Eq. of Leck, Surgeon, and C. M. S. 


Read November 36, 1788.) 

Abour A years ago; 1 pad 
Sarah, the wife of Thomas Rowley, of 
Ipſtones, in the county of Stafford, and took 
from her nineteen pints of water; ever ſince 
which time, ſhe hath enjoyed a tolerable 
ſtate of health, having never had the leaſt 
appearance of a return of the aſcites; till 


on Tueſday, April 29th, 1788 her huſband 


* Some of theſe hydatids were ſent to the Medical So- 
ciety, which appeared exactly ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed and 
* at page ga of this Volume. | 


came 


came and informed me, that, on Sunday the 
27th, ſhe was ſenſible of a ſenſation, as though 
ſomething ſnapped (touſe her own expreſſion) 
within her belly, about the region of the 
bladder; that, ſoon after, ſhe had a difficulty 
of parting with her water, which was tinged 
with blood, with ſubſtances from the ſize of 
a pea to that of a duck's egg, (the largeſt 
ſizes being burſt) but without ſhells, and 
ſimilar to wind-eggs, floating in it, which 1 
told him were hydatids. The next day, he 
ſent me a few, and the day following (May 
1ſt) J viſited: her, on which day, ſhe had 
parted with ſome of the largeſt ſizes, and, on 
the ſucceeding day, with two; ſince which» 
none have paſſed, but ſhe hath been in exceed- 
ing great pain; hath frequently parted with 
her urine in ſmall quantities, conſtantly of a 
deep coffee- colour, and, as it were, by a 
ſpaſm upon her bladder; for no ſooner an 
inclination to paſs urine came on, than it 
guſhed involuntarily away from her. 


On Monday, May 12th, I viſited her, 
paſſed the catheter, and brought away about 


four ounces of turbid urine, with ſome pus, 
13 and 
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and a little grayel, by which. ſhe was much 


I intended, on the ſucceeding day, May 
' 13th, to have cleanſed her bladder, by alter- 
nately injecting a balſamic and detergent 

waſh with a ſyringe, and as often drawing it 
off with a catheter ; but, from that time, ſhe 
would neither take any medicine, nor ſuffer 

any thing to be done to the part, but lan · 

guiſhed till the 22d, when ſhe died, 


It is probable that the ſnapping, ſhe was 
ſo very ſenſible of, might be occaſioned by 
the burſting of one of the larger cyſts in the 
bladder. eg 


The excruciating pangs ſhe laboured un- 
der, were palliated, during my attendance, 
by anodynes, aperients, and diuretics. 


It may be neceſſary to mention, that ſhe 
had never been pregnant, but had men- 
ſtruated regularly, ever ſince ſhe was tap- 


ped. 


j 
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My patients being numerous, and ſitu- 
ated at a great diſtance from each other, I 


had not an opportunity of obtaining per- 
miſſion to open the body. 


I. 
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